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End of March 2019: Time to stop this blog
29 Mars 2019
Rédigé par fukushimais-still-news et publié depuis Overblog

| have been collecting and spreading information on the Fukushima disaster for more thary8ars.

More than ever | amconvinced that the name of my blog &ukushimaris-still-news » was aptly chosen. Or perhaps i

should have called it «ukushima should stillbe newz 8 7EAO E81 CAOOEI ¢ AO EO OEAO E
and we cannot simply forget Fukushima andurn the page. But the mode of action | chose 8 years ago has its limits

and it is time for me to stop this blog.
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information remains available online.
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premier tempsediter les volumes 7 a 16 sans mise en page particuliére plutoét quequer dene
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Tokyo gov. opposes 'N-vote'
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120211003443.htm

Tokyo Gov. Shintaro Ishihara has spoken against establishing an ordinance to hold a referendamong
residents of the capital on whether the operation of nuclear power plants should be allowed.

"It's impossible to create such an ordinance, and | have no intention of doing so," Ishihara said during a
regular press conference Friday.

Ishihara's comments came as it appeared likely a citizens advocacy group that aims to bring about the
referendum in Tokyo would succeed in its campaign to collect the number of signatures legally required
to directly petition the metropolitan government to establish an ordinance.

The citizens group is called "Let's Decide Together/Citizemitiated National Referendum on Nuclear
Power."

Ishihara criticized activity against nuclear power, saying: "The most troublesome thing among humans is
sentiment. Because Japanese have the trauma of atomic bombs, people speak [against nuclear power
plants] out of fear.

"The progress of human beings has been achieved through their own development of technology,
overcoming setbacks and failures."

If the group submits a direct petition for a referendum ordinance to the governor, Ishihara will have to
submit a bill for the ordinance to the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly with his opinion attached.

The assembly will then deliberate whether to create such an ordinance

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120212p2a00m0na007000c.html
From atomic bombings to nuclear disaster: director turns camera toward

Fukushima

Director Hidetaka Inazukaknown for his documentary on the late double atomic bomb survivor Tsutomu
Yamaguchi, has turned his attention toward Fukushima Prefecture, covrg the prefecture in a new film
on people exposed to radiation from the crippled Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant.

The 61-year-old filmmaker's new work is titled "Fukushima 2011: Hibaku ni Sarasareta Hitobito no
Kiroku" (Fukushima 2011: Records of pople exposed to radiation). It follows survivors of the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki who are now living in Fukushima, as well as the people facing
radioactive contamination of their hometowns. The film i-due to be screened across Japan fromian
March. It will also be shown at the Los Angeles Japanese Film Festival in April.

One subject of the new documentary is a man in his 80s who survived the atomic bombing of Hiroshima
at an army barracks in the city.

"Even when there were explosionat the nuclear power plant | didn't feel scared. I've been hit by a
bombing before, and it's 30 kilometers (from my place to the nuclear plant),” he says.

After the war, the man took up dairy farming, but the nuclear disaster triggered by the March 20Q3reat
East Japan Earthquake and tsunami forced him to abandon his business.


http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120211003443.htm
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"I had 46 cows, but | sold them off for 800,000 yen. | can get by for a year or two, but there's no telling
what's in store after that. | think about my children and grandchilden every day," he tells the camera.

In April last year, Inazuka visited the United States for a screening of his documentary "Twice Bombed: A
Legacy of Yamaguchi Tsutomu." The film traces Yamaguchi's activities speaking about surviving the
atomic bombings of both Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Yamaguchi died in 2010 at the age of 93. The
documentary was well received in the United States, but after the outbreak of the Fukushima nuclear
disaster, Japanese people in the U.S. complained that the effects of radietvere not being properly
communicated in Japan.

Hearing such complaints, Inazuka recalled the words of Yamaguchi: "The world in which people live must
be nuclearfree. We can't prevent (nuclear) accidents with current technology. If we don't become
nuclear-free, the downfall of mankind will draw closer."

In May last year, Inazuka visited Fukushima Prefecture, and he focused his camera on the people in the
municipality of litate before the whole village was evacuated, as well as on people in theyoif Soma and
other areas where many were killed by the March 11, 2011 tsunami. The film covers people's efforts to
restore and revitalize their hometowns, where bonds between families and communities have been
severed as a result of the disaster.

Included in the film is 69year-old Hiromi Sato, a restaurant operator in the city of Minamisoma.

"My neighbors starting leaving, and everyone sent me emails saying 'get out of there' so | started to get
scared," she says. "But | didn't want to live in a sher." She reopened her restaurant after the "Golden
Week" string of public holidays in May 2011.

"There are various circumstances among the people who stay, those who leave, and those who return,”
Inazuka says. "l want to cover the people who are cominting the issues of life wholeheartedly."

Click here for the original Japanese story

Nobel laureate, citizens call for abolition of nu clear power
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120212p2g00m0dm021000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo}- An antinuclear civic group led byNobel literature laureate Kenzaburo Oend other
celebrities held rallies in Tokyo and Niigata Prefecture on Saturday calling for the abolition of nuclear
reactors in the aftermath of radiation leaks at the Fukushima No. 1 power plant.

Addressing the proesters gathered at Yoyogi Park in Tokyo, who numbered around 12,000, according to
the organizers, Oe insisted on the abolishment of nuclear reactors.

"We will be handing nuclear waste generated from the nuclear reactors to our grandchildren. This is
unethical conduct," Oe said.

The rallies were held as part of the group's campaign to collect 10 million signatures against nuclear
power to submit it to the prime minister and the chiefs of both chambers of the Diet. The executive
committee for the "10 Million People's Action to say Goodbye to Nuclear Power Plant" campaign said
earlier it has gathered about 4 million signatures so far in sympathy with $goal to abolish all 54
commercial reactors in Japan.

Taro Yamamoto, an actor who is known as an antuclear advocate, also took part in the rally.

"If a massive earthquake occurs now, our country will be finished. We cannot have the nuclear reasto
resume their operations," he told the protesters.


http://mainichi.jp/photo/news/20120207k0000e040192000c.html
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120212p2g00m0dm021000c.html

On March 11, the first anniversary since the disastrous earthquake and tsunami prompted the worst
nuclear crisis since Chernobyl at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, the
group plans to hold a rally in Koriyama in Fukushima Prefecture.

February 11, 2012

Citizens group runs full -page anti-nuclear ad in Mainichi
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120211p2a00m0Ona004000c.html

The ad carried in the Feb. 11 morning edition of the Mainict8himbun.

A citizens group formed by intellectuals Shinichi Nakazawa, Tatsuru Uchida, and writer Seiko Ito ran a
full-page antinuclear power ad in the Feb. 11 edition of the Mainichi Shimbun.

The ad reads in large print, "We aim for a Japan with naiclear power plants." Nakazawa says the ad "is
valuable in that it makes the opinions of people below the surface (of public discourse) visible through

newspapers."
The ad was endorsed by some 150 people, mainly musicians and others in the arts, as agkhround 20

organizations.
"To be ethical towards the future, we have to change direction," says lto.
Click here for the original Japanese story

February 10, 2012

TEPCO has paid 229.2 billion yen in damages for nuclear crisis
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120210p2a00m0na007000c .html

Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), operator of the crippled Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant, has paid
approximately 229.2 billion yen in damages to victims so far, a company executive said.

As of Feb. 7, the copany had received about 86,500 claims for compensation for financial losses the
applicants say were caused by the nuclear disaster triggered by the March 11, 2011 tsunami. The
company has paid compensation to about 45,900 of the applicantsabout 30,000individuals and 15,900
companies and other organizations- through settlements, managing director Naomi Hirose told the
government's nuclear crisis damage dispute examination panel on Feb. 9.

If compensation paid earlier by the utility as a provisionameasure is included, the figure rises to some
370.5 billion yen.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Municipalities dissatisfied with gov't's rice  -planting restriction: survey
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120210p2a00m0Ona0 11000c.html
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FUKUSHIMA- Of the 12 local municipalities where rice harvested in 2011 was found to have cesium
levels that would prohibit them from planting rice this spring, 11 are critical of the government's standy
Mainichi survey has found.

The national government's new radiation standard of 100 becquerels per kilogram is set to take effect in
April. The current provisional limit is 500 becquerels per kilogram.

Over 100 becquerels of radioactive cesium per kilogram of rice has been found in 12 municipalities in
Fukushima Prefecture. Eleven of these municipalities are dissatisfied with the planting restriction in
districts where cesium levels fell between 100 an&00 becquerels per kilogram, and four are appealing
for permission to plant rice in districts where cesium levels surpass the current provisional maximum of
500 becquerels per kilogram.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is set to inaporate the demands of various
municipalities in drawing up planting regulations this month, but it appears reaching an agreement that
will satisfy all parties will be difficult.

The agriculture ministry has already announced plans to restrict the 201@lanting of rice in districts
where over 500 becquerels of radioactive cesium per kilogram of rice has been detected. As for areas
where rice was found to have cesium levels between 100 and 500 becquerels per kilogram, the ministry is
in talks with local municipalities to restrict planting in areas with large concentrations of farms exceeding
100 becquerels, and to permit planting in less concentrated areas.

Of the 12 municipalities affected and surveyed, the city of Nihonmatsu did not submit respons&se
remaining 11 cities, towns and villages said they want planting to continue in areas where between 100
and 500 becquerels of cesium per kilogram of rice was found, citing farmers' diminishing motivation to
work and deteriorating farm conditions as rea®ns to do so. "The population is quickly aging, and it
wouldn't be practical for (the national government) to come back to us several years later and tell us we
can start planting again," an Otama village official said.

With the exception of farms in tte cities of Fukushima, Date and Nihonmatsu, where over 500 becquerels
of cesium per kilogram of rice was detected, only a few farms in the remaining nine municipalities were
found to have rice with over 100 becquerels of cesium per kilogram. In the villagé Nishigo, only three of
483 farmers there harvested rice with over 100 becquerels per kilogram, with the maximum being 155
becquerels. Local officials believe that if farms are thoroughly decontaminated prior to planting, and once
testing of all bags ofice begins as planned in fiscal 2012, the risks of any contaminated rice reaching the
market can be avoided.

The cities of Fukushima and Date, along with the towns of Kawamata and Kunimi, said that planting
should not be restricted for farms with riceexceeding 500 becquerels of cesium per kilogram. Fukushima
city officials seek permission to grow rice for research purposes, while Date city officials emphasize that
rice farmers live for rice cultivation, even if prices are lowered. Meanwhile, Kunimi fi€ials stated that if
rice planting is going to be restricted this year, "the national government should shoulder the burden of
decontamination so that there is hope for 2013 and beyond."

In November 2011, rice harvested in the Onami district of the i of Fukushima was found to have more
than the provisional permissible amount of radioactive cesium. Emergency tests were subsequently
conducted on rice from 23,247 farms in 29 municipalities. Over 100 becquerels of cesium per kilogram of
rice was found fom some of the farms in 12 cities, towns, and villages.

Click here for the original Japanese story
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February 09, 2012

Govt asks Fukushima to restrict rice planting
http://lwww.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120208005350.htm

FUKUSHIMA-The govenment has asked local municipalities in Fukushima Prefecture to refrain from
planting rice this year in districts where radioactive cesium exceeding the government's new limit was
found in last year's harvests, according to government sources.

The restriction applies to districts in which rice harvests cultivated in 2011 were found to contaii00
becquerels per kilogram or more of radioactive cesium
Some of last year's harvests of unpolished rice in the prefecture were found to contain radioactivesiten
exceeding the government's previous interim limit of 500 becquerels per kilogram.

Results of research by the prefectural government showed that rice harvests containing radioactive
cesium over the new limit of 100 becquerels per kilogram were founih 583 farming households in 65
districts in 12 municipalities.

The prefectural government said about 59,000 farming households in 371 districts in 48 municipalities in
the prefecture planted rice in 2011.

The research was conducted on 23,247 households in 151 districts in 29 municipalities in the prefecture.
If the central government's plan is implemented, the restriction will likely be imposed on most of the
districts, with a few exceptions.

The cerral government in December decided restrictions would be necessary if levels of radioactive
cesium in harvests exceeded the interim limit.

For cases in which the amount of radiation exceeds the new limit, the central government said it would
consult the prefectural and municipal governments.

Officials from the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry visited the Date city government office on
Friday to brief Date officials on the restrictions on rice cultivation.

The ministry officials said the government wants to restrict rice planting in six districts where 500
becquerels per kilogram or more of radioactive cesium were detected, and six additional districts where
between 100 becquerels and 500 becquerels were detected. The town comprises 24tricts.

But the officials also told the city government that the restriction may not be imposed in districts with
levels of radioactive substances above the new limit if the number of questionable spots were limited and
if there was clear evidence o& reduction in the quantity of radioactive cesium.

Based on such criteriaabout 850 hectares, omore than 60 percent, of all rice paddies in the city will
be restricted from growing rice this year.

However, in two affected districts, the detecteddvels exceeded the new limit in only one or two rice
paddies, and the amount of excess cesium was limited.

An official of the ministry said the restriction would not apply to the two districts if it could be shown that
"proper cultivation would prevent contamination [of the rice]."

The central government's policy was reported to the city's assembly on Tuesyg.

Date Mayor Shoji Nishida opposed the restrictions, saying the city could not accept the central
government's request. The measure will rob farmers of their morale and increase the amount of unused
farmland," the mayor said.

He indicated an intertion to work with nearby municipal governments, including the Fukushima city
government, to urge the central government to allow rice planting in all areas in the prefecture.


http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120208005350.htm

Ministry officials also visited the Kunimi town government in the prefecture a Friday.

Kunimi officials said the ministry officials presented the plan to restrict rice cultivation in the town's
districts where 100 becquerels or more of radioactive cesium were detected in last year's rice harvests.
The ministry officials told the town government that in principle the restrictions would apply to those
districts, and showed which ones would be subject to the curbs.

February 08, 2012

70% of nuclear reactor hosts cautious on restart
http://imww3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120208_28.html

An NHK survey has found that more than 70 percent of Japanese municipalities that host nuclear power
plants are cautious about restating the reactors.

51 of Japan's 54 nuclear reactors are currently out of operation. Restarting them would require the
approval of local municipalities.

NHK surveyed 29 municipalitiesgxcluding those in Fukushima Prefecture.

5 of them, or 17 perent, said they would give the geaahead for the reactors to resume operation. But 21
municipalities, or 72 percent, said they wouldn't allow it, or that they cannot yet decide.

Municipalities that expressed caution said they cannot be sure whether theaetors are really safe, and
cited the difficulty of persuading residents while the government has yet to decide on its nuclear policy.

Asked what is needed beside stress tests to restart the reactors, 48 percent said a satisfactory
investigation into the accident at Fukushima Daiichi plant, and understanding by local residents. 38
percent cited new government safety regulations.

The municipalities stressed their concern over reactor safety, and demanded more government
accountability.

Child populat ion drops in disaster -hit prefectures
http://lwww3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120208_05.html

The number of children has significantly decreased i Japanese prefectures hit by the March 11th
disaster.

The Education Ministry says the child population as of May 1st in Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima fell by
more than 27,000 from a year earlier to about 834,000.

Fukushima saw the biggest fall of 5.8ercent, or more than 17,000, followed by a decrease of 2.3 percent
in lwate and minus 1.7 percent in Miyagi.

The ministry says the nuclear accident at the Fukushima Daiichi plant is to blame for an-fércent

decline in the number of kindergarteners ad a nearly 8&percent drop in the elementary school population
in the prefecture.
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It says smaller children are more vulnerable to radiation and are likely to have been evacuated to other
prefectures.

The child population in the 3 prefectures had beefalling even before the disaster due to the low
birthrate.

February 06, 2012

1.5-fold rise eyed for nuke plant operators' payments to damages fund

http://mdn.maini chi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120206p2g00m0dmO003000c.htm|

TOKYO (Kyodo}- The government has decided on a plan to require that Japan's 12 nuclear power plant
operators contribute a total of 150 billion yen annually from fiscal 2012 to a statdacked facility to help
Tokyo Electric Power Co. meet huge compensati payments over the crisis at its Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear plant, one and a half times the initially planned amount, sources familiar with the matter said
Sunday.

The government will ask for larger contributions than previously sought because of growg calls for
smooth compensation payments to victims of the crisis triggered by the earthquake and tsunami on
March 11, 2011, the sources said.

The contribution program is intended to divide the burden from the Fukushima crisis among all nuclear
reactor operators and covers nine of Japan's 10 electric power companies, excluding Okinawa Electric
Power Co., which does not operate a nuclear power plant. The fund also covers Japan Atomic Power Co.,
Electric Power Development Co. and Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd.

The government will finalize details of the program, including the planned increase in contributions, by
the end of fiscal 2011 to March 31.

Contributions by the 12 companies became mandatory with the establishment of the Nuclear Damage
Liability Facilitation Fund on Sept. 12. For fiscal 2011, the 12 companies are required to contribute a total
of just over 70 billion yen to the statebacked fund for the period since its establishment.

Tokyo Electric would contribute 50 billion yen to the fund annually, the highest among the 12 companies,
starting in fiscal 2012, and Kansai Electric Power Co. would contribute the secotaigest sum of 25.8
billion yen as it operates more nuclear plantshan other utilities.

Other expected contributions include 13.8 billion yen from Kyushu Electric Power Co., 13.0 billion yen
from Chubu Electric Power Co. and 8.7 billion yen from Tohoku Electric Power Co.

There is opposition among government officiks to increasing contributions to the fund amid concern that
utilities could be prompted to raise electricity charges, the sources said. But the government intends to go
ahead with the increase, expecting that electricity charges will be held in check d®tMinistry of

Economy, Trade and Industry is reviewing utilities' calculation of costs for setting power bills.

February 05, 2012

573 deaths 'related to nuclear crisis'

http: //mww.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120204003191.htm

A total of 573 deaths have been certified as "disasteelated" by 13 municipalities affected by the crisis at
the crippled Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, acconag to a Yomiuri Shimbun survey.

This number could rise because certification for 29 people remains pending while further checks are

conducted.
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The 13 municipalities are three cities-Minami-Soma, Tamura and lwakteight towns and villages in
FutabaCounty--Namie, Futaba, Okuma, Tomioka, Naraha, Hirono, Katsurao and Kawatetnd Kawamata
and litate, all in Fukushima Prefecture.

These municipalities are in the neentry, emergency evacuation preparation or expanded evacuation
zones around the nucleaplant, which suffered meltdowns soon after the March 11 disaster.

A disasterrelated death certificate is issued when a death is not directly caused by a tragedy, but by
fatigue or the aggravation of a chronic disease due to the disastéira municipality certifies the cause of
death is directly associated to a disaster, a condolence grant is paid to the victim's family. If the person
was a breadwinner, 5 million yen is paid.

Applications for certification have been filed for 748 people, and 634 dfiem have been cleared to
undergo screening.

Of the 634, 573 deaths were certified as disasteelated, 28 applications were rejected, four cases had to
reapply because of flawed paperwork, and 29 remain pending.

In Minami-Soma, a screening panel afoctors, lawyers and other experts examined 251 applications and
approved 234 of them. The panel judged two deaths were not eligible for certification and 15 were put on
hold.

"During our examination of the applications, we gave emphasis to the conditis at evacuation sites and
how they spent their days before they died," a city government official said. "However, the screening
process was difficult in cases when people had stayed in evacuation facilities for an extended time and
when there was little evidence of where they had been taking shelter."

February 04, 2012

Survey: 2.3% of farmers produce rice above cesium safety standard

http://ajw.asahi.com/arti cle/0311disaster/life_and_death/AJ201202040050

About 2.3 percent of farmers in Fukushima Prefecture yielded rice with radioactive cesium levels

AgARAAAET ¢ OEA Ci1T OAOT I AT 6060 1 Ax O AuamAniedtofix@ld 1 AAOAh AA/
The new standard of 100 becquerels per kilogram will take effect in April, replacing the provisional

standard of 500 becquerels per kg.

4EA OAOOI OO0 T £ OEA &OEOOEEI A POAEAAOOOAIT iCHeOAOT i AT 4
used by the central government to decide on areas where farming will be banned this year.

But farmers in areas around the crippled Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant are growing impatient

xEOE OEA AAT OOAI <CT OAOT | AbkyG& GsokbriedtAaEn® Brie Will duy the® E A 1 A (
produce over fears of radiation contamination.

According to the survey, which covered about 23,000 riegrowing households in 29 cities, towns and

villages, contamination levels exceeded the new standard rice grown by 545 farmers in 12

municipalities, many of them in northern Fukushima Prefecture.

The survey also showed rice cultivated by 38 farmers in three cities had readings above 500 becquerels

per kg.

Radiation levels in rice grown by 84.3 percent of farmers were below measurable limits, according to the

survey.

The prefecture conductedthe survey after radioactive cesium levels higher than the provisional standard

were found in rice grown in the Onami district of Fukushima, the prefectural capital, in November.

The central government said it will prohibit the planting of seeds in aremthat are heavily contaminated.

But it has not decided which areas should face such restrictions under the new standard.
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Agriculture minister Michihiko Kano said in a news conference on Feb. 3 that the government should not

impose limits on planting.

O07A OET OI A OAOPAAO OEA AEAAITEI CO 1T &£ ZEAOI AOOhe EA OA
A farm ministry official also said the decision for this year would be extremely tough because the lines

marking sections under restriction must be drawn within areas where contamination levels are

publicized.

The government banned planting last year in areas from where residents had evacuated. But officials at
municipalities have already announced plans to go ahead with planting this year, even in areas where
contamination levels have exceedede new limit.

The prefectural chapter of Japan Agricultural Goperatives is seeking permission to plant in sections of

AOAAO xEAOA OEEO UAAO6O OEAA AOT P xEITl 1T EEAT U Al AA<
will be decontaminated andother measures taken before the planting starts.

The JA group is expected to forbid planting in areas where radiation levels are expected to remain above

the safety limit.

In addition, the Fukushima city government is calling on the central government to permit the planting of

rice crops that will be used for purposes other than for food.

O0) £ £AOI AOOG AOA 1106 Al11TxAA O COIAAGCEAA Bl EAERA AhRA
ET OEA AEOUB8O ACOEAOI OOOA OAAQHEITAT SXAEA8 O2EAA EEAIL /
The city governments of Date and Motomiya have already said they will allow farmers to grow rice, in

principle, while requiring decontamination of their rice paddies.

However, decontamination work could cause a new problem for the farmers, according to local officials.

0) £ OEAA EEAI AO AOA AOGc Obp 011 AAAPI UR OEAU 1T AU T1T
Obho Allsaid £ZEAEA

The heavily contaminated village of Kawauchi, meanwhile, said it will not allow any planting.

Rice farmers are divided.

A 58-year-old farmer in Date said contamination levels found in his rice were up to slightly more than

100 becquerels @r kg under the survey.

He has already ordered seeds and fertilizers for his rice crops this year.

0511 A0O0 ) AAT DI AT O OEEO UAAOh 1 U OEAA PAAAEAO xEI |
be restored to the original conditionforiOA T O pm UAAOO86

He said he is frustrated by the lack of any lonterm perspective by authorities over his livelihood.

0) O | OEA OAOOOEAOGEITqQ &£ O EOOO OEEO UAAO 10 IO 1A
restrictionis putinpl AAA O1 OE1T OEAOA EO 11 11 OA AAOGEODI AT 1 OAI E
Saburo Watanabe, a farmer in Aizubange, where all rice crops were found to be safe, said planting should

be banned in areas where contamination levels exceed the new safety standard. He said the imdgie®

grown in Fukushima Prefecture must be protected.

O#1 1001 AOO OAT A OI OEETE All OEAA AOi PO EOIT &OEDO
who cultivates rice in a 12heactare field.

He said most of his rice from last year remainednsold.

As6year-l 1 A EAOI AO ET . EEITTIAOOO OAEAR O) xAIl
EAZA xA POOE &£ 0 EO AT A EAAA AT 1T OEAO AAA OAO
The rice in his district in Nihonmatsu was found with contamination levels above the nelimit.
(This article was written by Ryo Inoue and Keiichiro Inoue.)

February 02, 2012
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Evacuated village to reopen from April
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120201006980.htm

FUKUSHIMA-The mayor of a village near the crippled Fukushima No. 1 nuclear powglant declared
Tuesday that local authorities would return in April, and urged residents who have evacuated due to the
nuclear crisis to come back.

Kawauchi Mayor Yuko Endo said public facilities, such as schools and clinics, will also resume serviges i
the village.

This is the first time one of the nine municipalities that fell in the governmentlesignated evacuation

zones has declared it will return. Most of Kawauchi's 3,000 residents evacuated elsewhere in Fukushima
Prefecture--or outside the prefecture--after the nuclear crisis erupted in March.

"l hope residents will return in two or three years," Endo said.

Starting this month, the Kawauchi government will survey residents about their thoughts on returning,
and hold meetings with them. Thevillage government will provide dosimeters to returning residents.

Endo plans to move the village government back to its original location on March 24 and 25, and to
resume administrative operations in April.

The Kawauchi government office has temparily been relocated to Koriyama in the prefecture. Many
Kawauchi residents have been staying in temporary housing units in Koriyama, and some of the village's
services will still be offered in the city even after April.

Kawauchi has been divided intawo zones since the nuclear crisis begarthe 20-kilometer no-entry zone
around the crippled nuclear plant, and the former emergency evacuation preparation zone.

Initially, the mayor planned to declare the return after decontamination work had lowered adiation

levels in the village to less than one millisievert a year. However, decontamination work has been delayed
partly by heavy snowfall, and it is likely that only public facilities and houses of families with children will
be decontaminated by the ed of March.

The village government said radiation levels in many residential areas have fallen below one microsievert
per hour.

In Tuesday's declaration, Endo accepted that some residents had concerns about returning to the village.
"Those who carreturn will return,” he said. "Those who are still anxious can return after watching the
situation for a while."

Although the designation of the emergency evacuation preparation zone was lifted in September, only
slightly more than 200 residents have eturned to the village.

Declaration 'just the beginning' / Mayor's plea for villagers to return to

Kawauchi draws mixed reactions
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120201006236.htm
FUKUSHIMA-"The declaration to return home is just the beginning," said Yuko Endo, mayor of Kawauchi,
Fukushima Prefecture, in a speech at a press conference en@ging residents who had evacuated amid
the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant crisis to return to the village.
The Kawauchi government will reopen the village office and schools in April to prepare for the residents’
return. But a complete return of &acuees is problematic, as decontamination work is ongoing.
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Parts of Kawauchi fall within the nuclear plant's 26kilometer no-entry zone, and some residents are
concerned about the village's decision. "We can't return home yet," one said.

Tsunehiro Takano, the village's fifth administrative district leader, attended the same press conference as
Endo Tuesday at the Fukushima prefectural government's office. Takano, 62, is also chairman of all the
administrative district leaders in the village.

"Only people who want to return to Kawauchi should do so and go first. It's important to prepare an
environment acceptable to other residents. If nobody returns to the village, no one will end up [following
the first returnees],” Takano emphasized.

"It is also our generation that should commit ourselves to decontamination work," he added.

But Norimoto Igari, Kawauchi's third administrative district leader, had a different view.

"Most of the residents, including me, don't want to return," the 68ear-old said.

His administrative district consists of many elderly people living alone.

"If stores don't reopen, elderly people without vehicles will face difficulties buying food,lgari warned.
Hiroichi Watanabe is the village's second administrative district leader and a rice farmer. The village
government will order the village's farmers to refrain from planting rice this year.

"We farmers wonder what the point of hurriedly returning to Kawauchi is if we can't sell our rice,"
Watanabe said.

The answer is more straightforward for Nobuichi Kobayashi, leader of the eighth administrative district,
which falls completely within the no-entry zone.

"We can't return," Kobayasi, 66, said.

The municipal government will build temporary housing units in Kawauchi for residents such as
Kobayashi. However, according to Kobayashi, "Unless decontamination begins soon, the number of
residents who refuse to return will increase.”

Few kids want to return

Kawauchi has one nursery school, one primary school and one middle school. According to a survey by
the village government, only 30 of 210 children want to return to school in Kawauchi from April.
Yoshinobu Ishii, the ¥llage schools' superintendent, said, "Even though the student numbers are few, we
won't drop the level of our education.”

The board of education intends to maintain a class for each grade instead of introducing composite
classes comprising students from different grades.

It will also in April transfer the village-run cram school Kogakujuku from Koriyama, Fukushima
Prefecture, to the village. Catering to students from the fifth grade of primary school to the third year of
middle school, Kogakujuku wamperating before the March 11 disaster.

According to the board of education, radiation levels in the Kawauchi Middle School yard dropped to 0.2
microsievert per hour in December, and 0.14 microsievert per hour at Kawauchi Primary School after
decontamination had been carried out.

A 34-year-old woman living with her husband, 8year-old daughter and 5year-old son in a temporary
housing unit in Koriyama after evacuating from her home in the nentry zone, said: "Even though we can
return, we'll have tolive in temporary housing. It's difficult for us to return until all the decontamination
has been completed.”

February 01, 2012
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Kawauchi village in Fukushima calls on evacuees to return home

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120201p2g00m0dm113000c.html

FUKUSHIMA, Japan (Kyode) The mayor of Kawauchi, a village in Fukushima Prefecture whose residents
were forced to relocae following the nearby nuclear power plant crisis, called on some 2,600 evacuated
villagers Tuesday to return home permanently.

"Let's return starting with those who are ready," Yuko Endo said at a press conference in Fukushima city,
marking the first declaration among the nine town and village governments in the prefecture which
evacuated their offices that it will return to its original location.

"There are matters of concern but there is no reason why we shouldn't take the first step forward," Endo
added.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said at a separate press conference that the declaration is an
"important first step toward residents' returning to their home village," and added that the central
government will "actively support" the Kawauchi village government's effort.

Kawauchi had about 2,990 residents before Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power
plant was crippled by the earthquake and tsunami disaster of March 11, 2011.

About 75 percent of the villagers curently reside in the prefectural city of Koriyama where the Kawauchi
government has relocated its functions because the village was partially designated as aemiry zone set

up by the central government around the nuclear power plant while the rest wasategorized as an
emergency evacuation preparation area.

In addition, a total of 542 Kawauchi residents were residing in 26 prefectures other than Fukushima as of
Friday, while some 200 have returned to their homes since the central government lifted ievacuation
advisory for the emergency preparation area of the village last September.

In November, the village government began decontamination work for schools and other public facilities
in the hope of declaring in December that it would return to tk village.

But the declaration was delayed for about a month as decontamination work is taking longer than
expected. The work is expected to be completed by the end of March, paving the way for resumption of the
village government, schools and other operations at thstart of fiscal 2012 on April 1.

Most sections of the village are safe as radiation levels are less than 1 microsievert per hour, according to
the Kawauchi government.

But the chances of all residents returning to the village are low in view of lingering radiation concerns.

Radioactive noodles Feb 13, 2012

February 13, 2012

High level of radioactive cesium found in Okinawa noodles
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120213p2a00m0Ona010000c.html

NAHA-- High levels of radioactive cesium have been detected in noodles produced in Okiza

apparently because they were made with water filtered by ashes from Fukushir@oduced wood.

The noodles, called "Okinawa soba," had a level of radioactivity of 258 becquerels of cesium per kilogram.
The restaurant that produced them had kneaded the with water filtered by the ashes of Fukushima
Prefecture-produced wood.

16


http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120201p2g00m0dm113000c.html
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120213p2a00m0na010000c.html

The Forestry Agency on Feb. 10 notified prefectures across Japan not to use ashes made from wood or
charcoal in cooking if the materials were lumbered or produced in Fukushima Plecture, Tokyo and 15
other prefectures following the outbreak of the Fukushima nuclear disaster in March last year, even if the
wood or charcoal bore levels of cesium lower than the governmerstet standard-- 40 becquerels per
kilogram for cooking wood ard 280 becquerels per kilogram for charcoal.

According to the agency, the cesium contamination of Okinawan noodles surfaced on Feb. 7 in testing
conducted by the Okinawa Prefectural Government. An ensuing survey found 468 becquerels of cesium in
cookingwood that was distributed through the same route as the one for wood delivered to the

restaurant.

The central government set a standard on Nov. 2 last year stating that the radioactivity of cesium
concentrated by burning wood or charcoal should not exasl 8,000 becquerels per kilogram- a level
allowed for landfill at disposal sites. However, methods for examining the concentration were not
established until Nov. 18, while the cooking wood in question was shipped on Nov. 7.

"We had not assumed that shes would be used in food processing (when we drew up the standard)," said
a Forestry Agency official.

Ashes are used in kneading noodles and sometimes in removing the bitter taste, or "aku" from devil's
tongue and wild vegetables.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Antinukes

February 14, 2012

Civic group files petition with Osaka city over nuclear power
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120214p2g00m0dm157000c.html

OSAKA (Kyodo}- A civic group seeking a referendum on whether to keep milear power plants said
Tuesday it has filed a direct petition with the city of Osaka to hold a plebiscite on the issue in the wake of
the nuclear disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi plant.

The group said it has submitted about 55,000 valid signatures, Wever the legally required minimum
figure of 42,673, onefiftieth of the eligible voters in the city, to ask the government to hold a referendum
on power plants run by Kansai Electric Power Co.

Hajime Imai, the secretary general of the group, Let's Diele/Citizen-initiated National Referendum on
Nuclear Power, said, "As a citizen of the city of Osaka, which is the largest shareholder in Kansai Electric,
we have a responsibility and right to engage in the future of nuclear plants.”

Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto will summon the city assembly within 20 days and submit a draft
ordinance with feedback on whether to support the proposal.

A majority vote by the assembly is required to hold a referendum but Hashimoto's regional political

party, the Osaka Restoration Association, is taking a cautious stance as the mayor is reluctant to hold one,
citing the huge costs involved.
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Under the proposed ordinance, all Osaka city residents aged 16 or over, including permanent foreign
residents, would be asked to vote on whether to allow the nuclear plants to keep operating.

The ordinance will also oblige the mayor and city assembly to ask the wer company and the central
government to act in accordance with the result of the referendum.

The group began gathering signatures on Dec. 10 in Tokyo and Osaka. In Tokyo, the group has collected
some 250,000 signatures, far more than the legal requineent to call on the Tokyo metropolitan
government to hold a referendum, it said.

compensation - update Feb 18, 2012

N-compensation criteria set / Center urges TEPCO to pay without
confirmation of assets' condition

http://lwww.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120217005650.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun

The government's dispute resolution center for damage caused by the crisis at the Fukushi No. 1

nuclear power plant has urged Tokyo Electric Power Co. to swiftly accept compensation claims involving
properties in evacuation zones, even if the present status of a property is unconfirmed.

The Center for Dispute Resolution for Compensatingadihages from the Nuclear Power Plant Incident
announced Thursday general criteria in four categories in which it urges TEPCO to respond to
compensation claims.

The criteria say TEPCO should swiftly pay compensation to evacuees who left behind real estate

other assets in evacuation zones but cannot immediately confirm the details of the damage to those assets.
TEPCO has not paid compensation for damage to residences, household items and machinery in the no
entry zone and other areas due to such famts as uncertainty over when residents will be able to return
and the impossibility of confirming the damage to such property.

Since the government will review evacuation areas, the timing of residents' return has been unclear and
the current state of heir assets cannot be confirmed. Therefore, TEPCO asserts, it cannot determine
accurate sums for compensation.

However, the center's criteria say that even in cases where the current state of assets cannot be
confirmed, TEPCO should pay compensation aftassessing the degree of loss incurred from the owners'
inability to use the assets.

The criteria also say TEPCO should compensate people who voluntarily left their areas due to the nuclear
disaster for the cost of their evacuation.

In these casesthe criteria say TEPCO should accept demands for compensation even if the costs exceed
those proposed in guidelines established by the Committee for Dispute Resolution for Compensating
Damages from the Nuclear Power Plant Incident. The center was creai@er the panel.

Only five disputes have been resolved by the center's mediation so far.

The center made the criteria known to the public because it intends to push TEPCO to swiftly resolve
disputes by clarifying the center's basic stance on the issyaccording to observers.
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The center started work in September to smoothly resolve disputes about compensation for damages
caused by the nuclear disaster.

If victims ask the center to mediate their disputes with TEPCO, lawyers coordinate negotiat®between
the victims and TEPCO to encourage them to reach settlements.

As of Wednesday, the center had accepted 948 requests for mediation.

Concerning compensation for those who voluntarily left places where evacuation was not required, the
committee has presented a guideline that 400,000 yen should be paid per person for children and
pregnant women, and 80,000 yen for other adults for the period through December.

But the center's general criteria say if total travel outlays, hotel costs, other pgnses and consolation
money exceed the committee's suggested amounts, TEPCO should pay the higher sum.

The committee had limited compensation for people who voluntarily evacuated to those with former
addresses in 23 municipalities, including the citiesf Fukushima and Koriyama.

However, the center's general criteria say compensation should be paid to people from other areas with
high radiation levels similar to those in the 23 municipalities.

Currently, the amount of consolation money for evacuees from governmendesignated e/acuation areas

is between 100,000 yen and 120,000 yen a month.

However, the center's general criteria stipulate the amounts can be raised if the evacuees' psychological
suffering is especially high, such as for those who need nursing care.

The commitee previously presented an interim guideline about compensation. The center's latest criteria
present more detailed standards, designed to encourage direct negotiations between TEPCO and victims.
On Thursday the center also released a report about igtivities in which it criticized TEPCO's attitude
toward reconciliation. The company has reserved judgment over whether to pay compensation to victims
in many cases, it said.

"TEPCO has not shown an attitude of trying to positively proceed with dispedresolution procedures," it
said.

Hiroshi Noyama, chief of the center's dispute resolution office, criticized the firm, saying, "TEPCO is far
more reluctant regarding the procedures than we expected."

A TEPCO official said, "We sincerely accept tbenter's opinion and will make utmost efforts."

February 18, 2012

Fukushima nuke disaster refugees may get lump -sum compensation payments
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120218p2a00m0Ona010000c.html

A government committee has proposed lumysum compensation paymentgo nuclear crisis refugees
from within the exclusion zones around the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant, it has been learned.

The Dispute Reconciliation Committee for Nuclear Damage Compensation proposed the move after
concluding that the current multi-installment payment system may prevent residents from restarting
their lives in other parts of Japan as they wait to return home.
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Furthermore, experts fear that even five years from now radiation doses within the ngo zones may not
have decreased to the gvernment-mandated maximum of 20 millisieverts per year, casting uncertainty

on the futures of those hoping to return. At present, radiation doses in the zones stand at 50 millisieverts
per year or more.

If the proposal is passed, lumpup payments willbe made to residents whose homes fall within the 20
kilometer no-entry zone around the damaged nuclear plant, and will aim to cover evacuees' expected
future living expenses even after entry restrictions are lifted. The exact payment amount has not yet bee
decided, but the committee is currently discussing sums covering a minimum of five years.

According to sources, the plan has almost been finalized.

Under the current reparation system, Fukushima No. 1 plant operator Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO)
pays nuclear disaster evacuees installments every three months. Amounts are calculated by adding the
monthly base compensation of 100,000 yen per person to a recipient's cost of living, which changes
depending on income status.

Meanwhile, under the conmittee proposal residents whose homes fall in sgalled "restricted residence
regions," where current radiation doses stand at 20 to 50 millisieverts per year, will likely be eligible to
choose between lumpsum or monthly payments.

The committee has ale attempted to address the problem of TEPCO cutting reparation amounts in cases
where residents have other income, such as patime jobs. The cuts were introduced by the committee in
August last year, but have been fiercely criticized by many evacuees wéay the cuts only serve to

dampen the motivation to find jobs.

To tackle the issue, the committee discussed the possibility of not enforcing deductions for those earning
less than a certain income- 150,000 yen per month for example, the equivalent afapan's minimum

wage. Deliberations ended, however, without reaching any concrete decision on the issue.

Click here for the original Japaneseary

Testing children ? What for ?

February 21, 2012

Gov't emergency headquarters refused to conduct additional thyroid testing on
children

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120221p2a00m0na018000c.html

The government's Nuclear Emergency Response Headquarters did not fulfill requests from the Cabinet's
Nuclear Safety Commission of Japan (NSC) to conduct further testing on the internal radioactive exposure
of children whoselevels were within the maximum allowable amount, but nonetheless high, it has
emerged.
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Between March 26 and March 30 last year, the emergency headquarters used simple radiation sensors to
test thyroid radiation exposure among 1,080 children between thages of 0 and 15. The children were
living in areas outside the 30kilometer radius from the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant where high
levels of radiation exposure were likely.

None of the children registered radiation exposure levels exceeding OnZicrosieverts per hour, the figure
set by the NSC as one above which children would be required to undergo a more thorough examination.
However, one child from the Fukushima Prefecture city of Iwaki registered 0.1 microsieverts per hour,
whose accumulatedhyroid exposure to radiation was calculated to be around or above 30 millisieverts.
On March 30, after the NSC was informed of the results from the government's nuclear emergency
headquarters, NSC asked that additional tests be conducted on the chilith a thyroid monitor, which is
capable of taking more precise measurements.

"Because iodine has a short half life, it's hard to get a grasp of what's going on unless measurements are
taken early on," an NSC official explains.

On April 1, 2011, howeer, the government's emergency headquarters decided not to conduct further
tests, citing "the difficulty of transporting a Xton thyroid monitor," "requiring the child to travel long
distances for tests," and "risk of spreading extreme panic and makingetlchild, the child's family and their
local community targets of unwarranted discrimination” as reasons.

Yasumasa Fukushima, head of the nuclear emergency headquarters' medical support division, says: "I
don't know what specifically transpired at the time, but ultimately the parties involved agreed not to
conduct further testing. Thinking back on it now, we should have."

"Perhaps we should have used stronger language in appealing for further tests," says an NSC official. "We
weren't satisfied with the emergency headquarters' response, but we feared that we would be stepping on
toes and didn't push the matter any further."

Last June, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) changed its guidelines for ingesting potassium
iodide to prevent thyroid exposure to radioactive iodine. Based on information that accumulated thyroid
exposure to radiation of 50 millisieverts can &vate the risk of thyroid cancer in children, the standard
was lowered from 100 millisieverts to 50 millisieverts. The 30 millisieverts detected in the child from

Iwaki was not far from that limit, and depending on how the crisis unfolded, the situationauld have

gotten worse.

Meanwhile, Yoshihisa Matsumoto, an associate professor of radiobiology at Tokyo Institute of Technology
says: "Based on data we have obtained, | don't think we'll see an increase in thyroid cancer in Fukushima.
But if more precise data had been collected at the time, it could have been used to put residents' minds
more at ease."

Click here for the original Japanese story

Fukushima cats and dogs

February 27, 2012

300 pets still in Fukushima facilities
Yuki Koike / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writer
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FUKUSHIMA-More than 300 dogs and cats rescued from around the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power
plant were still being kept at animal shelters and other facilities in Fukushima Prefecture as of Friday,
according to a prefectural governmertled group taking @are of such animals.

After the crisis began, the prefecture rescued 902 animals from around the power plant, including from
within the 20-kilometer no-entry zone, that were apparently left at home by owners forced to evacuate
after the March 11 disaster

About 600 dogs and cats have since been collected by their previous owners or placed with new ones, but
305 remain at the facilities. Many are still there because their owners are living in temporary housing

units and other evacuation facilities.

The group is struggling with the high cost of caring for the animals and health problems resulting from

their long-term stay in the shelters.

One 3506square-meter shelter was created in Fukushima by repairing a former factory and a warehouse.
About 110 dogs are kept there.

"Some of the dogs are sick because they've been here so long. Some have stomach pains from stress," said
Tadashi Toyoda, a veterinarian in charge of checking the pets' health.

Toyoda was concerned about the dogs being in cagesyisa, "It's also best for dogs to be in homes."

After the nuclear crisis began last March, the prefectural government set up animal rescue headquarters

in cooperation with the prefectural veterinarians association, a volunteer group for animal protectio and

the city governments of Koriyama and Iwaki.

The animal shelters were established in Fukushima and Miharu in the prefecture.

The group worked to find homes for them, posting photos of the animals on its website. As a result, about
600 animals have been taken in by new or previous owners.

The owners of 70 percent of the 305 dogs and cats remaining have been found, but they cannot take their
pets home for various reasons.

Masayuki Ishimoda, a 3#/ear-old landscape gardener, left his pet dogdfita at home in Okuma, where

the power plant is located.

When Ishimoda made a temporary home visit in July, he found Konta alive and left the dog at one of the
group's facilities. Currently, Ishimoda lives in an apartment in lwaki.

"When | see Kontaat the shelter, he approaches me and wags his tail. | can't give him up after seeing

that," Ishimoda said.

According to the prefectural government, many owners living in apartments or temporary housing units

say they want to reclaim their pets after thg return home.

Some temporary housing units allow residents to have pets, or set up special facilities for pets. But many
owners seem hesitant, worried the animals might bother other residents.

One dog has been in a shelter since late April.

The prefectural government has spent about 100 million yen so far to maintain two animal shelters for
about 230 pets and to pay for medicines at animal hospitals that are caring for pets at the prefecture's
request.

These costs were covered by donations, btiie prefecture will likely have to spend about 5 million yen a
month to continue the animal protection project.

A prefectural official in charge of food and environmental health said, "There's a limit as to how long an
administrative body can take careof pets. We'll eventually close these facilities but we don't know when.
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"What we can do is continue talking with pets' owners [about their pets' future],” the official added.

TEPCO and compensation update Feb 26, 2012

February 25, 2016

TEPCO must be proactive in nuke crisis compensation negotiations
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120225p2a00m0na001000c.html

The government's center for settling disputes over compensation for nuclear accidents has revealed new
restitution standards for the ongoing Fukushima nuclear crisis.

In principle, the standards call on Fukushimao. 1 nuclear plant operator Tokyo Electric Power Co.
(TEPCO) to pay 100,000 yen per month to every person that has left their home in accordance with official
evacuation advisories. The amount should not be halved after the seventh month following the iaent,
as was initially planned.

Moreover, for those who evacuated at their own discretion, TEPCO is required to cover transportation
and accommodation expenses in excess of the amounts listed by the interim guidelines set by the
government's Dispute Reonciliation Committee for Nuclear Damage (400,000 yen for children and
expecting mothers and 80,000 yen for others). TEPCO is also required to pay compensation for any
damage caused by the nuclear disaster to properties in evacuation zones, even withonisite checks to
confirm the properties' conditions.

The center is under the umbrella of the Dispute Reconciliation Committee for Nuclear Damage supervised
by the Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Ministry.

The new standards announce by the center are more specific than those outlined in the interim
guidelines unveiled by the committee in August last year, and calls for broader relief measures for disaster
victims. This is partly because the impact of the nuclear disaster is more g&us than initially imagined.

The central government has notified the Fukushima Prefectural Government that there are some areas
where residents will not be able to return for many years. Many other areas designated as evacuation
zones must be decontanmated to reduce radiation levels before residents can come home. However,
there is no prospect that decontamination will be completed in the foreseeable future.

It is easy to imagine that the prolonged evacuation has been a mental, physical and econdmicien on

the refugees. It is a matter of course that the amount of compensation must be calculated based on the
degree of this suffering and that payments must be made promptly.

What is worrisome is the slow progress in the center's efforts to settldisputes between evacuees and
TEPCO over compensation. The over 150 lawyers and other experts who serve as mediators and
inspectors with the center have settled less than 10 out of the some 900 claims filed.

The center cited TEPCO's negative attitudewmrd compensation negotiations as a main reason for the
slow progress. The utility has refused to respond to victims' claims that their residences and other
properties have been rendered worthless by the crisis, on the grounds that decontamination methoasd
the timing of their return home have not yet been determined.
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It goes without saying that to be fair, TEPCO needs to be cautious in settling disputes over nuclear crisis
compensation. However, if such disputes are prolonged, it will cause the victnyet more suffering and
worsen sentiment towards the utility. If settlement negotiations fail and victims launch lawsuits against
TEPCO, it will give both victims and the utility extra burdens, legal costs not the least among them.
TEPCO has recentlyatified the Dispute Reconciliation Committee for Nuclear Damage that it intends to
pay full compensation for all residences and their lots in areas where residents cannot return for the
foreseeable future. The power supplier should proactively take step®tpay compensation based on the
actual degree of damage.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Yoshioka's bullet in

February 28, 2012

Bulletin details Fukushima life
Motoshi Sakata / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writer
http://lwww.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120227004478.htm

In the hopes of narrowing the information gap between people living in and outside of Fukushima
Prefecture, a Buddhist priest has begun publishing bulletins describing the hardships caused by the March
11 nuclear disaster suffered by residents living intte disasterhit area.

Token Yoshioka, 64, heads the Entsuji temple in Fukushima. Since autumn, Yoshioka has been compiling
and selfpublishing a bulletin titled, "How things would have been if the nuclear accident had never
happened."

The bulletin features firsthand accounts from victims of the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant

accident living in various parts of the country, as well as farmers in the prefecture suffering from negative
perceptions of their agricultural produce both domestically ancbverseas.

After traveling to Tokyo to attend a relative's wedding in August last year, Yoshioka was aghast to hear an
acquaintance tell him, "You shouldn't make fantastical remarks such as 'returning to our hometown’;
there's no possibility for residents near the mclear facility of returning home considering how polluted

the area is.”

The man went on to say: "Regarding compensation, you should be aware you'll need money from
taxpayers. You have to give up on that kind of idea and should instead think about wiyau should do for

the future.”

In light of the celebratory event, Yoshioka managed to keep his cool. However, later that night, he could
not sleep due his anger regarding the remarks.

During the wedding, he also overheard another guest say, "Becausgushima residents were dependent
on electricity supplied by the nuclear plant, they just simply have to put up with the accident."
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In actuality, however, electricity generated from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant had been sent
exclusively to the Tokyo metropolitan area.

Yoshioka said he was about to erupt in anger ov@eople's indifference caused by ignorance about the
actual situation.

Born and raised in the city of Fukushima, Yoshioka said/Ve used to be proud of how clean the air we
breathed and water we drank was, and how delicious the vegetables and fruits in our hometown werall
of which were irreplaceably precious."

The catastrophe, however, contaminated everything that he and his neighbors were proud of. Yoshioka
said 39 ofthe 210 children in the kindergarten he operated were forced to leave their hometowiThe
remaining kindergartners are allowed outdoors for no more than two hours per weelhe lamented.

"A sense that the deep suffering of nuclear accident victims mighot be understood by people living
outside the prefecture made up my mind about publishing the bulletin,” Yoshioka said.

In one of the articles for the bulletin's inaugural issue, he wrote, "These days, our greetings in the
morning and evenings start wth exchanging information about radioactivity readings, and topics TV
programs and newspapers cover are also mostly about the disastém increasing number of families with
children have found it unavoidable to send their children to live outside the prefcture for their safety,
making it so that parents must live separately from their children."

In another article, he wrote: "Many resorts and inns in the prefecture have been battered by sharp
declines in the number of guests, while visitors to some fitiorchards have shrunk to onetenth of

numbers before the disaster, in spite of the fact that there is no [scientific] reason for the orchards to be
subject to such aversion."

Comprising four A4 size pages, the bulletin's inaugural issue was publishe@s Nov. 15 with the primary
aim of shedding light on the woes of citizens facing the menace of radioactive contamination and the
sadness of local farmers affected by suspicions of radioactive pollution in their produce.

Yoshioka printed 4,000 copies ofhe first edition at his own expense, sending them to evacuees outside
the prefecture and other acquaintances.

There was a lot of feedback, with one person replying "I'm now aware, for the first time, about the depth
of sorrow people in Fukushima faceind would like my neighbors to read your bulletin."

He also subsequently received a message from France suggesting the bulletin be translated into French.
According to the message, details about the Fukushima disaster were not reported in the French iaeab
France is keen to promote nuclear power generatiany oshioka said the person who sent the message
wanted to distribute the bulletin to friends.

The bimonthly bulletin's circulation increased to 12,000 copies when its second issue was published on
Jan. 1.

The issue featured a kanji meaning "lie" to symbolize 2011. Explaining his reasoning behind that choice,
Yoshioka wrote, "Because of the 'lie' that the nuclear power plant would be completely safe, Fukushima
residents have become suspicious aboall things."

The second issue also detailed the circumstances surrounding about 160,000 evacuees. In the afterword,
he wrote that evacuees were "forced to start the New Year in a desolate manner as they were driven out of
their hometowns. This would have never happened if the nuclear accident had not occurred."

With the first anniversary of the nuclear accident approaching, Yoshioka was busy preparing tiie
bulletin's third issue, which is scheduled for publication on Thursday

One of the artides to be included in the issue tackles the delay in compensation payments from nuclear
power plant operator, Tokyo Electric Power Co.
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Minamisoma's children return to school -Feb 27, 2012

February 27, 2012

Schools reopen in Fukushima's Minamisom a
http:/iwww3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120227 22.html

More schools in Minamisoma City in Fukushima Prefecture that have been closed since the nuclear
accident last March, have reopened.

The four elementary and junior high schools have been holding classestemporary facilities elsewhere.
But the students were able to return to their own buildings on Monday.

The reopening follows the completion of cleanup work after an evacuation advisory for the city was lifted
at the end of September.

At Ishigami Daini elementary school, located 25 kilometers from the troubled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
plant, many children arrived in the morning by car.

At an assembly, a @rader speaking on behalf of the pupils, said he will be happy to graduate from the
original school building. He said he wants to make his remaining years in school fulfilling, partly for
friends who have not returned.

The school say®nly 197 of its 493 pupils are coming back.

With the reopening of the 4 schools, all elementary and juor high schools in what was previously an
evacuation zone, have resumed classes.

TEPCO compensation- update March 1, 2012

March 1, 2012
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TEPCO ups payout for some evacuees
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120229004312.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun

Tokyo Electric Power Co. decided to increase compensation paymeno children and pregnant women
who voluntarily evacuated from 23 municipalities in Fukushima Prefecture due to the nuclear crisis at the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant from 400,000 yen to 600,000 yen, the utility announced Tuesday.
In December, he government's Dispute Reconciliation Committee for Nuclear Damage Compensation set
the amount at 400,000 yen for children and pregnhant woman in the municipalitiesincluding the cities of
Fukushima and Koriyama-where the government did not issue evacu&in instructions out of the 59
municipalities in the prefecture. TEPCO decided to increase the compensation by 200,000 yen.

TEPCO defines children as those who were 18 years old or younger on March 11, 2011. Women who were
pregnant between March 11 andec. 31, 2011, are eligible for the payments. The company made the
decision as it has determined voluntary evacuation costs would top 400,000 yen, TEPCO officials said.
The utility will start sending documents to about 1.5 million residents in the 23 ties, towns and villages
on Monday. TEPCO plans to transfer the money to applicants' bank accounts starting in late March with
the total expected to top 200 billion yen.

The panel asked TEPCO to make the payments regardless of whether or not evacuatamtgally took
place.

TEPCO plans to pay 400,000 yen for children and pregnant women who did not evacuate from the
municipalities.

It will pay 80,000 yen to other adults according to the guidelines set by the panel.

A couple with one child-and the mother not pregnant-will be eligible to receive 760,000 yen in
compensation if they evacuated voluntarily. If they did not evacuate, they will be eligible for 560,000 yen.
Couples who were not expecting will be eligible for 160,000 yen.

Two lessons from the disaster

March 3, 2012

Editorial: Lessons learned 1 year after March 2011 disasters
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120303p2a00m0Ona005000c.html
Ryoichi Abe, 51, a fisherman from Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefeate, was operating off the Ojika Peninsula
when a massive tsunami generated by the Great East Japan Earthquake hit his neighborhood on March 11,
2011.
Two days after the tsunami, he returned to his home port and was shocked by the devastation wrought by
the disaster. Sixteen of the 120 residents in his neighborhood died. Many of his fellow fishermen lost their
fishing boats and equipment.
It was volunteers from urban areas who encouraged Abe and other fishermen who had lost enthusiasm
about fishing toresume their business. The volunteers carefully unraveled ropes and nets that had
become tangled in fishing devices, and recovered usable equipment. Abe and other fishermen joined the
volunteers in their work. In the summer, the fishermen were able to resue oyster farming.
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"We got to this point thanks to the volunteers. They have incredible power. I'll never forget what they did
for us," Abe says.

He says he and his fellow fishermen will be able to ship the oysters in autumn this year if things go
smoothly.

Close bonds between disaster survivors who are trying hard to move toward recovery and those who are
lending a helping hand can be observed throughout disasteavaged areas.

We would like to take this opportunity as we approach the first aniversary of the Great East Japan
Earthquake and tsunami to think about what we have lost and learned-- from the disasters.

The losses are enormous: the lives of some 20,000 people, the assets and the peace of hundreds of
thousands of people and numeus jobs. Residents of areas heavily affected by the ongoing crisis at the
tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant have also been deprived of the freedom to live in their
hometowns.

Yet amid such hardships, Japanese people have shown to the la@dhat they have a strong will to restore
their livelihoods. Close bonds and solidarity between victims and those who have shown willingness to
share their pain have shone through the disaster.

We would like to cite two things we have learned from thélarch 2011 quake, tsunami and ensuing
nuclear crisis.

One of them ighe importance of politics . The government's response to the disasters has demonstrated
that politics has not functioned properly and has been in chaos since March 11, 2011.

Even though the government set up several task forces to handle disaster countermeasures, its system of
political leadership -- having politicians being responsible for decisions on policy while bureaucrats put
their expertise to work to implement these neasures-- has failed to function as far as the government's
response to the disasters is concerned.

The ruling and opposition parties have also failed to cooperate closely to solve problems with speed and
focus. On the contrary, a conflict within theuling bloc has contributed to confusion in the political
situation, and delayed solutions to problems that require politicalevel decisions.

The 4 trillion yen initial supplementary budget for fiscal 2011-- designed to finance disaster recovery
efforts -- did not become law until May 2, 2011. Furthermore, the government's compilation of the
principles for disaster recovery, which provide direction during the recovery period and cover the scale
and length of recovery measures, the financial resourcesqeired and the designation of special

restoration zones, did not come until July 29- 4 1/2 months after the disasters.

The government finally set up the Reconstruction Agency on Feb. 2011 months after the Great East
Japan Earthquake. This is in atk contrast to the establishment of a similar body only four weeks after the
1923 Great Kanto Earthquake that devastated Tokyo and its environs.

Enhancing political ability to solve problems is important as a means to protect ourselves from future
disasters and indispensable when the government tackles other outstanding issues.

Our second lesson ishe inevitability of a fundamental review of Japan's energy policy  --including
nuclear power. We were overconfident of the safety of nuclear power plant¥he ongoing crisis at the
Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant has raised such questions as how to decrease Japan's reliance on
nuclear power plants, how to secure substitute energy sources and how to solve problems involving
radioactive waste. Even thoup these are extremely difficult questions, Japan can make an important
contribution to global society by solving them and setting an example through reduced reliance on nuclear
energy.

We would like to make good use of the lessons learned from the disas in the future. To that end, we
would like to make specific proposals in this series, "One year after March 11, 2011."
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Even sake...

March 5, 2012

Saving sake: Struggling to restore confidence in Fukushima's liquor -destined rice

"It really brought tears to my eyes," said Fukushima Prefecture sake producer Yasuhiro Watanabe,
recalling the moment he saw a brand new bottle of sake and vegetables from the prefecture discarded in a
station rubbish bin in Tokyo.

Watanabe, the 46year-old president of Fukushima sake manufacturing company Watanabe Shuzo
Honten was on his way back from a June 2011 campaign with friends to promote Fukushima Prefecture
produce in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear crisis when he saw the discarded produdtie guessed
someone had bought them under obligation and then thrown them away.

After the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami, Watanabe took part in several "revival campaigns,”
promoting Fukushima Prefecture produce in a bid to curb rumors about radiatio from the Fukushima No.
1 Nuclear Power Plant. However, his efforts were not always well received. On one occasion an angry
person confronted him and shouted "Don't sell things like that here*- even though he had strived to let
people know that all thesake, or rice wine, had been tested and no radioactive materials had been
detected.

He recalls thinking: "Next year I'm going to produce rice that contains absolutely no radioactive
materials."

As a student, Watanabe studied in Niigata University'sa€ulty of Agriculture, majoring in agrology, the
study of soil in relation to crop production. He handled radioactive materials in experiments during this
period, and is the only such "specialist" among the sake storehouses in the prefecture. He feels that
producing sake in Fukushima is his destiny and believes it is his mission to pass on his knowledge to
others. He is now using his expertise on chemicals to support farmers.

The potassium used as a fertilizer is chemically similar to radioactive cesium the soil, and it is held to
be effective in limiting the amount of cesium that is absorbed into crops. This fiscal year, farmers were
eligible for government subsidies when purchasing potassium. However, only half the cost was covered,
meaning the burden for farmers remained high. When the ricgoroducing season began in June, farmers
were left to decide for themselves whether or not to use potassium though information on its
effectiveness had not been passed on to all farmers.

After receiving the results of tests of rice produced last year, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries and the Fukushima Prefectural Government announced in December that the amount of
potassium in the soil was connected with the level of radioactive substancestdcted. Officials accordingly
decided to boost instruction to farmers the next fiscal year, but such instruction was late coming.
Watanabe is how working in tandem with agricultural cooperative officials, and holding lectures for
farmers in various areas. At his lectures, the first thing he does is write the periodic table of the elements
on the whiteboard. This is to help him explain why potassium is effective in curbing absorption of
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radioactive materials. It looks difficult at first glance, but thedrmers go home saying, "I understood it

well." At the end of his lectures, he always tells the farmers: "We can't simply be victims. Let's study
together more."

Why does Watanabe go to such lengths? Because over 10 percent of the rice produced in Fukesh
Prefecture is used in sake production.

"Sake has to protect Fukushima's rice," he says. Next year he wants his sake to boldly declare: "Produced
with Fukushima Prefecture rice." To that end, his own study is continuing. (By Yuriko lzutani, Fukushima
Bureau)

(Part 1 of a fivepart series)

*kk

Sake production is Fukushima faces a struggle to overcome the effects of the tsunami and radioactive
contamination that has shaken its very foundations. But representatives of sake storehouses have rigen
a push to protect sake whose roots lie in the prefecture. This series follows those representatives who
await a true spring, in terms of both rice and sake production.

A look at local products: Yukikomachi

Yukikomachi is a representative band of Watanabe Shuzo Honten. It is a mellow, dry sake, with ample
flavor and a crisp aftertaste. Because of its reputation as a sake that is easy to drink, women are said to
make up over 30 percent of buyers. The Chinese characters on some of the labaisahandwritten by

Watanabe.
Is "radiation" a normal word with 3 year -olds ?

In the eyes of a child: 3-year-old's life turned upside down by Fukushima crisis
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120305p2a00m0Ona008000c.html

DATE, Fukushima- "Grandpa, radiation scares me. Let's go back."

Those were the words of 3year-old Yuka Kanno to her grandfather Hitoshi, 61, when he took her out for
a walk in this city shortly after the meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant.

Almost a year after the beginning of the nuclear crisis, trgered by a massive earthquake and tsunami on
March 11, 2011, radiation doses in Date are still high. As a result, Yuka's world has changed drastically
from playing outdoors to staying at home alone, watching anime and playing with her dolls.

"She always plays quietly on her own," Yuka's 5gear-old grandmother Tomoko says, as she reflects on
how the nuclear disaster has affected her granddaughter's life.

"l couldn't leave her alone at the time," Tomoko recalls, still regretting how at thigeginning of the
nuclear crisis, fearing that there would be no food left in the city, she took Yuka with her when she went
out to buy supplies. It was only much later that she learned that radioactive iodine from the Fukushima
plant had fallen on the regon.

One after another, most families with children around Yuka's age have left Date. This April, thgear-old
will enter a kindergarten near her family's house. Originally, 13 children were scheduled to enroll with
her. Now, there are only two others.
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However, Yuka's mother Miyuki-- a 27-year-old pharmacist-- fears she won't be able to find a job if she
leaves the city. After months of anxiety, she decided to stay with Yuka and her parents in Date. It was not
an easy choice, made with much fear drhesitation.

"Miyuki's expressions on her face had changed for a while since the outbreak of the nuclear disaster," her
mother Tomoko recalls.

Yuka now spends most of every day watching animated kids' shows on satellite TV, which her
grandfather -- who retired from teaching last year and is now a farmes- subscribes to so that Yuka
wouldn't get bored and lonely while stuck indoors. She gets to play outside her house sometimes, too,
though for no more than 20 minutes at a time, once every few days.

"She was quick to remember the word 'radioactivity," Hitoshi says.

When Tomoko has to take her granddaughter out, she carries her on her back to prevent the curious Yuka
from touching dirt and plants along the way. She often tries to grab things anyy, and Tomoko stops her
every time.

What Yuka is allowed to eat has also changed drastically. Before the disaster, Miyuki used to feed her rice
from Hitoshi's fields, but has now switched to rice from the prefectural city of Kitakata, far from the

nuclear plant. Even though tests last year showed Hitoshi's rice was not tainted with radioactive cesium,
Miyuki still worried that it wouldn't be safe enough for her daughter.

Regional produce is also forbidden at the family table, though Yuka loves fritdra" sprouts -- a local
vegetable.

"I really want to eat it," Yuka often tells her grandmother who, unable to fulfill Yuka's wishes, is
heartbroken every time.

Click here for the original Japanese story

When will people be able to get back?

Anxious Fukushima town residents await review of no -go zone
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120305p2a00m0Ona002000c.html

OKUMA, Fukushima- This town frequently witnesses many vehicles carrying workers to and from the
crippled Fukushima No.1 Nuclear Power Plant.

Okuma has a total area of about 78 square kilometers and is one of the municipalities that host the
nuclear power plant. But the annual radiation dose tops 20 millisieverts for its east side, of which 70
percent still logs an annual radiation dose of more than 50 millisieverts.

As a result, roads, irrigation facilities and other infrastructure badly damaged by the Great East Japan
Earthquake and tsunami and subsequent nuclear crisis have yet to be repaired.

In October last year, the town government mapped out a reconstruction blueprint to rebuild mainly areas
where radiation doses are relatively low. But the central government is contemplating a review of the no
go zone as early as April, and it is not clear whichea will be dropped from the nego zone.
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Decontamination efforts under the central government are not making progress, prompting Mayor
ToshitsunaWatanabe to say with a sigh, "We cannot come up with a specific reconstruction program until
the central government decides on its policy."

Residents in this town have evacuated to other parts of Japan and wonder when they can return home
and if thereis a future for them. The town's population dropped by 585 to 10,971 as of the end of January.
The town set up a study panel in January to draw up a reconstruction program by the end of March to
come up with specific measures to help residents who canhoeturn home.

Another nagging problem is whether or not the town should approve a request by the central government
to build a temporary storage facility for contaminated soil in Futaba County. "Some residents say it cannot
be helped, but other residents are dead agashit because accepting it will further undermine the town's
image and they cannot return home," Mayor Watanabe says.

The town is also beset with many other problems, including the inability to grow rice and pears, the
town's key produce. But Watanabeays, "We want to help secure jobs related to the decontamination
project and rebuild the town to enable our residents to safely return home."

Click here for the original Japanese story

What should be done about iodine ?

83% of local gov'ts have anxiety in distributing iodine preparation
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120305p2g00m0dm024000c.html

FUKUSHIMA (Kyodo}- A Kyodo News survey showed Sunday that 83 percent of local governments
nationwide have anxiety abait distributing iodine preparation to their residents in case of a nuclear crisis,
partly because they do not know how to instruct residents to take it.

Some said they have not yet decided how to distribute the medicine to prevent thyroid cancer in cage
disaster, while others said they are uncertain if they could get appropriate instruction from the central
government for the distribution and use of it.

After the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant was hit by the deadly earthquake and tsunami &arch
11 last year, its neighboring municipalities could not distribute iodine preparation to most of their
residents, although they stockpiled it, as the central government did not instruct them how to distribute it
and how to take it.

The results of he survey indicate that many local authorities are still having difficulties in preventing
internal exposure.

The survey was conducted on a total of 1,789 prefectural and municipal governments in February, of
which 1,517 responded.

Among those who fel anxiety about distributing iodine preparation, some said they do not clearly know
when to instruct residents to take it or they lack measures to prevent adverse effects and accidental
ingestion.
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Listen to the people

March 6, 2012

Editorial: Gov't must listen to communities striving to recover from nuke disaster
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120306p2a00m0Ona001000c.html

Restoration work has moved into high gear in municipalities where most of the residents were forced to
evacuate because of the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant.
The Hirono Municipal Government, which had temporarily moved its functions to two nearby
municipalities, resumed business at its own town hall on March 1. The Kawauchi Municipal Government,
which became the first crisishit local body to declare that it would return all the residents to their homes,
also returned to its village office and reopened local schools.
In February, the whole Kawauchi Village Hall, which was badly damaged by the March 11, 2011
earthquake, was hidden beneath green tarp. Now, wkto restore the structure is under way. These
moves have demonstrated that Fukushima Prefecture has been hit by not only the nuclear disaster.
"We were desperate to respond to the disasters while supporting village residents who were evacuated.
The menory of some events has faded," says Kawauchi Mayor Yuko Endo, describing the past turbulent
year. "I'm now preoccupied with considering what to do from here on out."
All of the some 3,000 residents of Kawauchi were evacuated after the entire village wdesignated as an
emergency evacuation preparation zone following the outbreak of the nuclear crisis. The designation was
lifted in September last year, but only about 200 residents have returned home so far, while most of the
others are sitill refugees.
Mayor Endo declared on Jan. 31 that he would return all the residents to their homes. However, he
respects the choice of individual residents whether to come back or not. "Those who can return should
come home, and those who are still worried can wait teee how the situation develops," he says.
A municipal government survey conducted on all the residents showed that about 60 percent either want
to stay away from the village for the time being or are unsure of what to do, suggesting that a majority are
feeling uneasy about the future.
The central government will review the current nego and planned evacuation zone designations as early
as April, and improve the living environment in areas where the annual radiation dose is below 20
millisieverts so that residents can return home.
Many affected municipalities will certainly face various challenges, such as decontamination, ensuring the
health of residents including children, as well as the safety of their food, securing jobs and the
maintenance of l@al communities.
In particular, difficulties must be overcome to effectively decontaminate areas tainted with radioactive
substances leaking from the nuclear station. The government is currently carrying out model projects, but
is still searching for truly effective decontamination methods.
A road map released by the government sets the deadline for decontaminating areas with annual
radiation levels less than 50 millisieverts at March 2014. However, it stops short of setting a numerical
target for lowering radiation levels.
Municipalities affected by the nuclear disaster have expressed deep dissatisfaction with the costs of
decontaminating farmland and forests.
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To ensure food safety and dispel concerns about health effects, the Kawauchi Municigalvernment is

set to install 11 radiation counters for food at schools and community halls to allow residents to test their
food free of charge. The village has examined all residents aged up to 18 for internal radiation exposure,
and is poised to conting monitoring their conditions. It has also begun to track the conditions of
residents' thyroids.

These measures have set an example of steps affected municipalities hit by the nuclear crisis should take
to ensure the health of residents.

Mayor Endo,who has been playing a leading role in working out and implementing these measures,
criticizes the national government for its slow response to the disaster.

"It took too long for the government to extend assistance and provided information to affectedsidents,”
he says, and we urge the government to listen to the opinions of local communities hit by the disasters,
and promptly announce specific policy measures.

At the same time, the government must build temporary storage facilities for soil contamated with
radioactive substances while consulting with the local communities that will be asked to host such
facilities.

The government is planning to build such a storage facility in the Futaba district of Fukushima Prefecture,
where the Fukushima No 1 plant is located. However, a meeting scheduled by the government to
exchange opinions on the matter with the mayors of the district's eight municipalities was abruptly
cancelled.

Critics have said that local communities' deep distrust of the natiom@overnment lay behind the
cancellation. The government must take such criticism seriously.

Losing hope of returning

March 7, 2012

Evacuees from March 11 disasters losing hope of going home
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120307p2a00m0Ona016000c.html

Of those who have evacuated from areas hit hard by the Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami and
subsequent nudear crisis, an increasing number are considering settling down in locations away from
their hometowns, a Mainichi survey has found.

The latest survey, conducted nearly a full year after the onset of the triple disasters, is the second such
survey by the Mainichi. In the first survey, conducted in August and September of last year, about six
months after the disasters, 54 percent of respondents had said that they were thinking of settling
permanently away from their hometowns. This time, 63 percent of igpondents said the same, indicating
an approximate 1Gpoint increase from the earlier survey.

The results have highlighted how delayed recovery from tsunami damage and the ongoing nuclear crisis
- a year after a massive earthquake triggered the disastershas made it impossible for evacuees to
envision the prospects of their return home. Indeedof those who are still planning on moving back to
their hometowns, 53 percent responded that they had no clear idea of when that might become possible.
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Of the subjects who responded to the first survey last year, 129 evacuees scattered around the ¢un
answered the latest survey in February this year. Of the respondents, 102 peopl®r about 80 percent--
had evacuated from Fukushima Prefecture, 24 from Miyagi Prefecture and two from Iwate Prefecture.
When asked for their reasons for not returnig to their hometowns, 77 percent of respondents said "fear
of radiation exposure." Twentyseven percent responded, "the pain of living in a disaster area," 23 percent
said "found work elsewhere," and 16 percent said "children adapted to new schools." Afe laway from
"home" is prolonged, people have begun setting down roots in new places.

Some respondents also discussed the emotional scars from which they have not yet recovered, including
one female respondent in her 80s who said, "My home was swept awby tsunami, and all | have are
painful memories."

The survey has not shown any improvements in evacuees' stress and health conditions; while 66 percent
in the earlier survey said they were feeling stress from their lives as evacuees, 60 percent dhiel same in
the latest survey. Likewise, 61 percent said they experienced changes in health conditions in the earlier
survey, while 60 percent said the same in the latest survey.

Comments such as "l can't find work and | don't know when I'll be able teturn to Fukushima” from a

man in his 50s who has evacuated to Fukuoka Prefecture, and "I'm finding it difficult to make
interpersonal ties" from a woman in her 40s who is now in Niigata Prefecture, point to the emotional and
physical strain that living in a foreign environment can have on evacuees.

In both the earlier and latest surveys, the percentage of respondents who said they were maintaining ties
with people from their hometowns were about the same, at 86 percent and 87 percent, respectively.
However, some subjects, including a man in his 60s who is now in Ishikawa Prefecture, said: "The
frequency with which we contact each other has been diminishing compared to before."

Among evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture, where a nuclear crisis is dtilking place, 40 percent said
they were for the immediate abolishment of nuclear power and 56 percent said they supported
abolishment over time. Meanwhile, 4 percent said that nuclear power generation should be continued.
Click here for the original Japanese story

Futaba wants compensation from TEPCO

March 8, 2012

Futaba Town asks TEPCO to compensate damage
http://iwww3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120308_19.html

Futaba Town, Fukushima Prefecture, has demanded that the operator of the Fukushima Daiialntlear
plant pay about 211 million dollars as compensation for damage caused to the township.

Mayor Katsutaka ldogawa on Thursday handed an invoice to Naomi Hirose, managing director of Tokyo
Electric Power Company, at a makeshift town hall inside an asuation center in Saitama Prefecture.
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The town is asking for about 211 million dollars in compensation for buildings and property. The
township was forced to move after it was designated as a rentry zone.

Fukushima Prefecture says the town becanthe first municipality near the troubled nuclear power plant
to demand compensation from the utility.

Hirose told the mayor that the plant operator will process the matter promptly, along with compensation
claims by individuals, without specifying a deadhe.

Mayor Idogawa told reporters that the amount it is asking is only a portion of the unlimited damage the
township has suffered since the nuclear accident. He said the town will invoice the evacuation costs later.

Difficult to remain positive in F  ukushima

March 9, 2012

Life getting worse for many Fukushima residents: Mainichi poll
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120309p2a00m0Ona016000c.html

Fifty-seven percent of Fukushima Prefecture residents in a survey by the Mainichi Shimbun say their life
has worsened one year after the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami triggered the crisis at the
Fukushima No. 1 Nukear Power Plant.

The survey shows that 35 percent of Miyagi Prefecture residents and 31 percent of Iwate Prefecture
residents also shared the same view, as compared with a national average of 23 percent. Miyagi, lwate and
Fukushima prefectures were hadest hit by the March 11 natural disasters and subsequent nuclear crisis.

When asked to cite their most serious concerns, 53 percent of Fukushima residents singled out health
while 36 percent of lwate residents and 34 percent of Miyagi residents respectively mentioned jobs and
income.

As for specific requests to the centrajovernment, 36 percent of Fukushima residents cited medical care,
reflecting their lingering concerns about radiation contamination, while 42 percent of lwate residents and
36 percent of Miyagi residents prioritize securing employment.

According tothe survey, taken March 3 and 4, 24 percent of Fukushima residents identified employment
and income as the most pressing concerns, probably because many Fukushima residents are still
struggling to deal with the nuclear crisis while lwate and Miyagi prefeares have started restoration and
rebuilding efforts.

When asked to assess the central government's handling of the March 11 disasters and nuclear crisis, 69
percent of Miyagi residents, 68 percent of Fukushima residents and 57 percent of lwatesigents have a
low opinion of the government's efforts or gave it little credit, respectively. On the other hand, 38 percent
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of lwate residents, 30 percent of Miyagi residents and 28 percent of Fukushima residents have valued the
government highly or somewhat, the survey found.

Asked about restarting idled nuclear reactors under regular inspections, an average of 57 percent of
people across Japan are against such a move and 36 percent are in favor. But 74 percent of Fukushima
residents are opposed ¢ restarts and only 18 percent are in favor. Fifynine percent of Miyagi residents
and 57 percent of lwate residents are against restarts.

The Mainichi poll was carried out across the country, including Fukushima, Miyagi and Iwate prefectures,
along with a separate survey of residents in the three prefectures, excluding 1gm zones and other
restricted areas in Fukushima.

Click here for theoriginal Japanese story

How much is Futaba worth to TEPCO?

March 10, 2012

Fukushima town seeks 19 billion yen from TEPCO for real estate damage
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120310p2a00m0Ona015000c.html

FUTABA, Fukushima- The mayor of this town, home to the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant, has handed a
bill to plant operator Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) for over 19.25 billion yen to cover damage to the
town's real estate caused by the meltdowns at the plant.

Katsutaka Idogawa, mayor of Futaba, all of which falls within the 2Kilometer radius no-go zone around

the plant, presented the bill to a TEPCO executive on March 8 when the two met at a former high school in
Kazo, Saitama Prefecture, where the Futaba Municipal Government's functions were transferred following
the nuclear disaster.

The bill is to covera 4.56 billion-yen charge for 2.28 square kilometers of towsowned land and 14.68
billion yen for 51 town-owned buildings, including the town hall, schools and other public facilities, which
have become unusable as a result of the meltdowns at the plargwin officials said.

The municipal government demanded full compensation for the buildings, estimated based on their pre
disaster real estate value. Regarding the land, the municipal government decided to demand only 90
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percent of their estimated value, as full compensation @uld lead to a transfer of its ownership, officials
said.

According to TEPCO, this is the first time that a municipal government has demanded compensation for
real estaterelated damage.

"I hope our claim will serve as an example for othevictims (affected by the nuclear disaster)," Idogawa
said. "l will demand that TEPCO react promptly and sincerely."

"We will address this matter in good faith," the TEPCO executive said.

The Futaba Municipal Government plans to demand furtr compensation for the cost of the town's
evacuation to Saitama Prefecture and related expenses.
Click here for the original Japanese story

What a choice!

Municipalities around Fukushima nuclear plant divided over 'new town' scheme
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120310p2a00m0Ona001000c .html

FUKUSHIMA- The 12 municipalities situated wholly or partly in the nego zone around the Fukushima

No. 1 nuclear plant are faced with an agonizing decision: hold out as refugee communities in hopes of one
day going back, or give up returning home anytimeoon and establish secalled "new towns" on new land.

So far, the mayors of the 12 municipalities are divided on the issue, with four town mayors in favor of
establishing new towns and six against.

The Mainichi asked the mayors if they plato build a new municipality outside their communities in light
of the likelihood that their residents will not be allowed home in the foreseeable future due to radiation
from the nuclear crisis.

The town mayors of Futaba, Namie and Tomioka expresd interest in building a new town, and Okuma
Mayor Toshitsuna Watanabe also said, "l want to examine the possibility of securing a housing district in a
safe place within the prefecture and Futaba County."
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Six other local government chiefs, howear, said they have no such plans.

Futaba Mayor Katsutaka Idogawa unveiled a scheme at the end of last year to build a "temporary town"
complete with schools and hospitals at a new location. He says the new location should be a place where
children will not be affected by nuclear radiation and town residents will move in within three years.

The town has been using an abolished school in KgZsaitama Prefecture, since the end of March last year
as a temporary town hall and evacuation center. Futaba residents now live in Tokyo, Hokkaido and 39
other prefectures. Of about 7,000 residents, around 3,400 live in Fukushima and another 1,300 in Sa#.
The town has set up a branch in Koriyama in Fukushima and a liaison office in Tsukuba, Ibaraki

Prefecture.

Kazuma Okubo, 60, moved into temporary housing in the city of Fukushima in July after staying in Kazo.
"Leaders of municipalities inFutaba County cannot reach an agreement so long as they are outside the

prefecture. | want the town to move the town hall back to Fukushima Prefecture," he says.

Fukue Asakawa, 82, who is staying at the closed school in Kazo, says, "l feel safaused have

acquaintances here. If the town hall moves, | want to follow it."

Even some young people are adjusting to life scattered across various locations, causing a rift among

Futaba residents over their town's future.

Namie is consideing building housing units at three locations, and two municipal office branches outside
the town, for fear that residents will not be able to go home anytime soon. In a survey of residents last
November, onethird said they won't go back. There is a dangef the community falling apart, but a

Namie town official says, "Unless people can rebuild their lives, there will be no one to restore the town."

Click here forthe original Japanese story

Still hoping
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ONE YEAR AFTER THE DISASTER / Evacuees being left in limbo / Survey

shows 57% from Fukushima Pref. still hope to return home
http://lwww.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120311003908.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun

Survey of evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture
Do you want to return to where you lived before the disaster?

Want to return 57% :’gﬁ)nctatg 25 E:SVJ 18
e A |
ey I

(To those who want to relocate)

Where do you want to go?
(To those who want to return home)

Those living Those who have
When? in the same moved outside
prefecture their prefecture

No matter how high
radiation levels areO

Other
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Within the same prefecture

|
96%
86%
4\ I

To another prefecture
An increasing number of evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture have given up hope of returning to their
hometowns, according to a Yomiuri Shimbun survey.
The survey, carried out prior to the oneyear anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake, targeted
500 evacuees from disastehit Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures. The Yomiuri Shimbun
conducted similar surveys one month, three months and six months after the disaster.
Asked whether they wanted to return to their hometowns, 57 percent in Fukudsima Prefecture said they
did. This contrasts with the 87 percent who felt this way in the onenonth survey, 71 percent after three
months and 65 percent after six months.
Evacuees in lwate and Miyagi prefectures were more eager to return home and exgsed more
confidence in restoration work, according to the survey.

When the central
and local govern-
ments say it is,
safe to do so |

When radiation
levels fall to zero
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The survey was conducted from Feb. 21 to 29 through direct interviews with 150 evacuees each in Iwate
and Miyagi prefectures and 200 people who evacuated in and outside Fukushima Preteetdue to the
crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

In Iwate and Miyagi prefectures, 43 percent of people responded, "We want to return to the areas where
we used to live before the disaster." Although the number of people who respondedstway fell from 65
percent after one month to 47 percent at three months and 42 percent at six months, the decline has
stopped.

Evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture still are deeply concerned about radioactive substances and basic
living standards such as jobs and houses.

They expressed serious concern about their health and children's education if they remain evacuees for a
long time. One evacuee said, "We want the government to provide us with a clearer picture of the future,
even it's negative, so that we can restart our lives."

Even one year after the accident, evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture seem to harbor doubts about
information provided by the government.

Concerning when they would be able to return to their hometown, 43 percent responded, "When people
in our neighborhood have begun to return and the living environment, including shops and hospitals, is in
place."Twenty-three percent responded "when radiation levels become zero," while 17 percent said
"when the central and local governments say it is safe to do so."

A 67-year-old man who evacuated from litate to a temporary housing unit in Date said: "l want teturn

to the comfortable surroundings of my hometown, but | wonder whether | can live there even if | did
return. | doubt whether young people will return.”

About 25 percent of Fukushima Prefecture evacuees in temporary housing wanted to move farthesrh

the disasterhit areas, an increase from 21 percent in the previous survey. The number of people
responding like this has been increasing in each survey.

Asked why, 67 percent of evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture said they were concerned aboutatdi,
while 55 percent said "restoration of the areas where we used to live is not possible," up from 47 percent
in the previous survey. The figures indicate an increasing number of people have given up hope of
returning home.

Compensation - Update March 12, 2012

TEPCO pays nearly 450 bil. yen in compensation
http:/www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120312_03.html

The operator of the crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant says the company has paid nearly
450 billion yen, or about 5.4 billion dollars, to people affected by the nuclear crisis.

Tokyo Electric Power Company, or TEPCO, said on Sunday that compensation paid by Mattthe&ched
445.5 billion yen.

But only about 40 percent of individuals who are entitled to apply for compensation have completed the
procedures.

People affected have criticized TEPCO, saying the application process is complicated and lacks of
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flexibility in deciding payments. They say the company needs to speed up the payments.

TEPCO Vice President Zengo Aizawa said in a news conference that the company has received complaints
accusing it of arrogance and a lack of compassion.

Aizawa said that he company is trying to deal with applicants more flexibly by listening to each person's
situations and needs.

TEPCO started paying provisional compensation in May to people who were forced to flee their homes
near the troubled plant as well as farmerand fishermen affected by the accident.

The utility started full payment to compensate them in October, based on guidelines established by the
government.

How much is your suffering worth?

Panel urges 6 million yen for nuclear evacuees

The Yomiuri Shimbun March 18, 2012
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120317003465.htm

Residents who will be unable to return to areasrround the crippled Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant
for at least five years should be paié million yen each as compensation for their mental sufferin@g
government panel has decided.

The Dispute Reconciliation Committee for Nuclear Damage Compensation on Friday decided on new
guidelines in line with the government's planned reclassification of the nentry and expanded evacuation
zones established after the outbreak of the nuclear ais at the plant last year.

The facility's operator, Tokyo Electric Power Co., will pay compensation to affected residents based on the
new guidelines, which the committee established to supplement interim guidelines announced in August.

Under the reclassification, which is expected to be implemented by the end of this monthree new
categories will be established based on annual radiation doses:

-- Areas where the accumulated radiation dose exceeds 50 millisieverts per year will be designated as
"zones where residency is prohibited for an extended period."
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-- Areas with annual doses of above 20 and up to 50 millisieverts will be designated'asnes with

restricted residency."
-- Areas where the radiation dose is 20 millisieverts or less per year will be designated as "zones being

prepared for residents' return.”

The committee has decided thatesidents whose houses are within areathat fall under the first category
should be paid a lump sum of 6 million yen, equivalent to five years of the current monthly payments of

100,000 yen per person.
They also should be paid the full actual value of their real estate before the outbreaktloé nuclear

crisis,according to the new guidelines.

Evacuees from the "zones with restricted residency" can choose to be paid 100,000 yen every month or to
receive a lump sum of 2.4 million yentwo years of compensatior-as they are unlikely to ke able to
return to their homes for the time being.

Residents from "zones preparing to lift restrictions on residents' return*-in which people will be allowed
to return to their homes once living conditions are restored through decontamination andther work --
will be paid 100,000 yen every month according to the new guidelines.

The committee also decided compensation payments will conclude at the end of August for evacuees from
what used to be the emergency evacuation preparation zordpcated between 20 and 30 kilometers from
the crippled power plant--nearly one year after it was dissolved at the end of September.

However, residents from Naraha will be exempt from the measure because only part of the town was
designated as being vthin the zone.

Long-term nuclear evacuees should get 6 mil. yen each: gov't panel
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120317p2g00m0dm012000c.html

The sum is to compensate the mental suffering of evacuees whose homes are in a zone where it is difficult
to return for a long time, one of the new categories to be created soon by the government in reclassifying
the existing evacuation area around the plant.

The people in the secalled "difficult-to-return" area should also be paid the full value of their real estate,
such as homes, as calculated just before the nuclear accident triggered by a huge earthquake singiaimi
on March 11 last year, according to the guidelines.
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As the nuclear complex achieved a stable state of cold shutdown in December, the government is
preparing to reclassify the existing neentry zone within a 20-kilometer radius of the plant,as well as
areas outside the nego zone where annual radiation exposure is feared to reach 20 millisieverts.

Under the new classification, an area with more than 50 millisieverts a year will be designated as difficult
to-return, while an area of more than 20 and up to 50 millisieverts will be categorized as a "habitation
restricted" zone where residents will beasked to stay away until the radiation is reduced through
decontamination efforts.

Residents will be allowed to return as soon as possible to areas with 20 millisieverts or less, after
infrastructure is restored and the polluted land is cleaned.

The compensation panel under the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
decided that a 2.4 million yen lump sum should be paid to every resident of the habitatiogastricted zone
for a two-year period, while 100,000 yen shoulde paid every month to each person from areas with 20
millisieverts or less.

The panel also acknowledged that costs stemming from decontamination activities, including the removal
of polluted soil and its disposal, should also be compensated.

Tokyo Electric Power Co., the operator of the Fukushima plant, will calculate the amount of compensation
payments that would increase in line with the guidelines and craft its compensation criteria for residential
land, houses and household items.

The estimated amount of compensation is expected to be included in a business restructuring plan to be
compiled later in March for the cashkstrapped utility known as TEPCO.

Okuma's solution

March 17, 2012

Evacuated residents of Fukushima no-go area set up temporary town nearby
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120317p2a00m0Ona013000c.html
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FUKUSHIMA- The town of Okuma, which entirely falls within the exclusion zone around the crippled
Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, is planning to establish an "out of town" community as residents'
forced evacuations are expected to last a long time.

On March 16the town's reconstruction planning committee held a meeting in Aizuwakamatsu, drawing
up a draft plan to set up a "temporary town" in lwaki or elsewhere in Fukushima Prefecture, equipped
with town office functions,

schools and houses by 2016. Some 11d@esidents of Okuma have been evacuated out of the town in the
wake of the outbreak of the nuclear disaster in March last year.

The move comes as a number of municipalities around the troubled nuclear plant are coming up with
various reconstruction plans depending on their circumstances ahead of the expected remapping of
evacuation zones in accordance with radiation levels.

The town of Okuma, whose office functions are currently evacuated to Aizuwakamatsu, will conduct a
survey on residents feelings about the proposal and map out a concrete plan as early as in April before
starting infrastructure development sometime around 2014.

As most of the town of Okuma is expected to be officially designated as a "difficult to return" zone,osh
radiation doses top 50 millisieverts a year, the town's reconstruction planning committee took into
consideration members' opinions that the "out of town" community should preferably be set up in an area
near the town and whose climate is similar to tat of Okuma's. The draft plan also encompassed housing
development around Aizuwakamatsu, where more than 3,000 Okuma residents have been evacuated to,
as well as a policy to decontaminate the entire Okuma town 10 years later.

Meanwhile, the town ofNamie, which falls within the nego zone and the planned evacuation zone and
has most of its 21,000 residents evacuated, also compiled a proposal to develop an "out of town"
community on March 14. While the location of such a district will be determinedfir surveying residents'
desires and depending on the progress of decontamination work, the cities of Minamisoma, Iwaki and
Nihonmatsu -- where the town's office functions are evacuated te- are among the candidate sites. In the
out-of-town community, housing units, education and other residential service facilities and shops will be
established, according to the proposal.

The town of Tomioka, which is expected to be partially designated as a "difficult to return" zone, also held
a reconstruction planning committee meeting on March 16, putting forth a draft plan outline to establish
housing units in the cities of Iwaki andKoriyama for residents who will not be able to return to Tomioka

for a long period of time. The town, whose official population stands at some 15,000, is seeking to have it
entirely habitable by fiscal 2020.
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The town of Naraha, which is expected tbe reorganized into an "evacuation order lifting preparation
zone"-- whose yearly radiation doses are 20 millisieverts or less drew up an interim reconstruction
draft plan. This proposal envisages that the return of some 7,700 residents will start &3r later upon the
lifting of an evacuation order. It also foresees that all households except for chitdising generations will
return to the town and the town's office functions will be fully resumed in the spring of 2014.

In consideration for potential radiation effects on children, however, school classes will be given at a
temporary school building -- to be completed in Ilwaki this autumn-- until the spring of 2015 and school
systems will only be returned to Naraha after decontamination work pgresses and the environmental
conditions are ready to accommodate children, according to the plan.

Click here for the original Japanese story

How people feel about compensation

Fukushima evacuees upset over gov't plan for set compensation amounts
Residents evacuated from their nuclear disastehit hometowns in Fukushima Prefecture have expressed
discontent over the government's plan to compensate them in set amounts.

"l can't accept the uniform compensations,” said Ichiro Shiga, 64, a faemfrom the Fukushima Prefecture
town of Futaba, which hosts the No. 5 and No. 6 reactors of the crippled Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power
Plant, after a government panel for screening nuclear disaster reparation disputes presented a
compensation policy on Mach 16.

Shiga, whose wife and grandchild went missing following the March 11, 2011 tsunami, was forced to
leave Futaba due to the nuclear disaster without being able to search for his loved ones. He is currently
evacuated in Natori, Miyagi Prefecture.

"I'm given up on the idea of returning to my hometown, as a temporary storage facility (for contaminated
soil and waste) is likely to be built there," he said. "I can't easily accept the government's compensation
policy, which is to make up for ourancestral assets to be lost forever at the same price as before the quake
disaster. Our psychological pain would not be compensated for by uniform reparation of 100,000 yen a
month (as long as evacuation continues)."

Eiichi Tsukamoto, 70, who is eacuated from the town of Okuma to Aizuwakamatsu, criticized the
government's compensation policy, saying that it does not reflect residents' opinions. Okuma is home to
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the No. 1 through No. 4 reactors at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant and most of therds expected to
be designated as a "difficult to return” zone.

"I'm afraid the lump-sum compensation payments (for those who can not return for the immediate

future) would bring down the curtain on the issue. The government is making unilateraletisions without
giving us any information. | want the government to incorporate the voices of evacuated residents more in
its policy," he said.

Takuro Ajima, 71, a municipal assembly member evacuated from the town of Naraha, whose radiation
dosesare relatively low compared to other areas, also advocated cabg-case compensation schemes.

"Because houses have been left unattended for a year since the March 11 earthquake, which damaged
their roofs and walls, there are many houses in whichdbrs have decayed or mushrooms have popped up
on tatami mats. Even if residents can return to their homes after decontamination, it will cost them
several million yen in repair expenses per house. | want the government to take individual and detar-
door responses," he said.

Tsutae Ikeda, 66, who is evacuated from the town of Namie Yamagata Prefecture, showed reluctance to
return to his home, which is located nine kilometers from the crippled nuclear plant, saying, "Even if my
hometown is designated as a restricted dwelling zone, I'm not going to return there. There's no point in
living with my wife in a place where our child can't bring our grandchild to."

Seiichi Funaba, 51, who evacuated from Namie to Kanagawa Prefecture, had to leave both his restaurant
in Futaba, five kilometers away from the stricken nuclear plant,ra his home seven kilometers away from
the facility.

"l want the government to discuss what they are going to do with land and houses. If | could find out what
the circumstances will be in three or five years from now, | can make a decision on whet to live here (in
Kanagawa Prefecture) forever or to return to my hometown, but | can't do that at the moment,” he said.

Click here for the oiginal Japanese story

Return to "normal”
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Operations resumed at village office near Fukushima nuke plant, schools to follow

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120326p2a00m0na007000c.html

KAWAUCHI, Fukushima- Regular operations at the local village office have been resumed and
elementary and junior high schools are set to reopen in April at this village that was completely evacuated
due to the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant disaster

The village is the second municipality after the town of Hirono that received instructions to evacuate but

has now returned its government operations to its original location. Kawauchi's office had been operating
out of an evacuation facility inKoriyama.

On the morning of March 26, around 30 of the village's 60 municipal employees appeared at a morning

meeting in the village office. While busily handling paperwork brought in from Koriyama, they also
attended to villagers who visited for telp.

Shinroku Igari, 82, who came to the office for help with health insurance procedures, said, "It's nice that
there are a lot of people at the office again." Mayor Yuko Endo was to visit in the evening to give the
employees words of encouragemetn

The Kawauchi government in January announced it would return to within its borders. Bringing back its
government functions, it has called for those residents who can to come back, but currently only around
230 of its 3,000 residents have done so. Redion levels in the residential parts of the village are said to
be comparatively low. On April 1, a review is planned for the designated evacuation zones in the area.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Distress money
March 28, 2012

Prefecture to fund distressed Fuk ushima victims
http://iwww3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120328_09.html
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Fukushima Prefecture says it will make cash payments to people inumicipalities not eligible for full
compensation from Tokyo Electric Power Company for the emotional distress caused by last year's
nuclear accident.

The prefecture says it will pay 200,000 yen, or about 2,400 dollars, to each pregnant woman and to
children 18 and younger in 17 municipalities in the Aizu region of western Fukushima.

It also says it will pay about 1,200 dollars each to expectant mothers and children in 9 other
municipalities in southern Fukushima.

TEPCO has promised payments of abbR,400 dollars each to pregnant women and children in those 9
municipalities, which are excluded by state panel guidelines from receiving higher sums.

The prefecture says it will also pay about 480 dollars each to everyone else in Aizu and southern
Fukushima.

The money will come from a fund set up by the prefecture for the nuclear accident victims. The central
government has offered to contribute about 480 million dollars to the fund.

TEPCO wants more money

March 29, 2012

TEPCO seeks dditional public money injection
http:/mwww3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120329 31.html

The operator of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant has asked for more public funds from a government
backed entity to avoid negative net worth and to compensate the victims of the nuclear crisis at the
facility.

Tokyo Electric Power Company, or TEPCO, on Thursday asked the entity set up to help compensate the
victims for one trillion yen, or over 12 billion dollars, for capital reinforcement. The utility also requested
about 10 billion dollars to bolster its reserves for compensation.

Approval of the requests would put the total amount of public funds injected into the utility at more than
40 billion dollars.

The requests are part of a business renewal plan that TEPCO is compiling. The utility gave up on
completing the plan this month, due to key issues such as the size of the share in TEPCO that it will allow
the government to take in exchange for the funds.

TEPCO also opposes the government's plan to reshuffle the firm's management.
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TEPCO Presidentoshio Nishizawa expressed hope that the utility wants to do business in the private
sector while implementing management reforms.

TEPCO faces financial difficulties amid increasing fuel costs for thermal power plants. Without state
support, the utility's liabilities could exceed its assets during the fiscal year starting in April.

Okuma doesnt want to be divided

March 29, 2012

Fukushima town seeks long -term designation as no -go zone
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120329p2a00m0Ona016000c.html

A Fukushima Prefecture town affected by the ongoing nuclear crisis is set to ask the national government
to designake the whole town as a zone where residents will unlikely be able to return in the foreseeable

future.

Okuma Mayor ToshitsunaVatanabe announced the plan during a session of the municipal assembly held
at the temporary town office in Aizuwakamatsu, Fukushima Prefecture, on March 28. Okuma will be the
first municipality in nuclear disaster-hit areas to ask that its entire area belesignated as such.

After listening to the opinions of assembly members as well as local residents, the town will consult with
the central government. "We'd like to coordinate views within the town by the end of April," the mayor

said.

The national government is considering redesignating evacuation zones in 11 cities, towns and villages
in the prefecture. Specifically, it plans to reorganize affected areas into three levelseriously
contaminated zones where residents are highly unlikglto be allowed to return in the foreseeable future,
restricted zones where residents can temporarily return and zones where residents are likely to return
once decontamination has been done and the living environment improved.

Over 90 percent of Ruma residents live in areas that the national government plans to designate as
zones where they are unlikely to be able to return in the near future.

Therefore, Mayor Watanabe wants the entire town to be designated as such a zone because he doies n
want the town's community to be divided.
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He also said all residents should receive compensation for the nuclear crisis under the same standards.
In a related development, the Futaba Municipal Government in Fukushima Prefecture is poised tfuse
any re-designation of evacuation zones in the town.

A national government official visited the municipal government's temporary office in Kazo, Saitama
Prefecture, on March 28 and met with Mayor Katsutaka Idogawa, but stopped short of offeriagy
specific redesignation plan.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Some can, some can't

March 30, 2012

Govt. reviewing Fukushima no -go zones
http:/www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120330_29.html

Residents of 2 communities near the troubled ndear power plant in Fukushima will be allowed to visit
their homes freely starting on Sunday, for the first time in a year.

The prospect emerged on Friday night as a government nuclear disaster task force led by Prime Minister
Yoshihiko Noda decided taeview no-entry areas of 3 municipalities near the Fukushima Daiichi plant.

At present, areas within 20 kilometers from the plant are designated a rentry zone.

Under the new rules, the government will help residents return home as soon as possilileareas where
cumulative radiation exposure is certain to be less than 20 millisieverts per year.

The government will ask residents to keep away for the interim from areas where radiation exposure is
feared to exceed 20 millisieverts per year.

Residents will have to stay out of areas for a long time in principle where exposure levels are higher than
50 millisieverts per year.

The nuclear disaster task force discussed how to review pentry and evacuation zones covering 11
municipalities.

The gowernment decided to lift entry restrictions for no-go parts of Tamura City and Kawauchi Village on
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Sunday.
Restrictions for off-limits parts of Minamisoma City will be lifted on April 16th.

The government will continue to review the current demarcationof evacuation zones in the remaining 8
municipalities.

Compensation for all

All Fukushima residents to get compensation thanks to prefectural gov't
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120330p2a00m0Ona010000c.html

FUKUSHIMA- All 2 million residents of Fukushima Prefecture willreceive compensation after the
prefectural government decided March 29 to provide residents living outside the evacuation zones with
redress in lieu of Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) over the nuclear disaster.

Shirakawa, Aizuwakamatsu and otherities, towns and villages with relatively low levels of radiation
agreed to accept the prefectural government's compensation proposal, But some municipalities maintain
that TEPCO should primarily compensate them and the amounts offered by the prefecturavgrnment

are small.

During a meeting with municipal governments, the prefectural government offered to pay 200,000 yen to
every pregnant woman and child under 18 in the 17 municipalities in the Aizu region even though it is not
an evacuation zoneas well as 100,000 yen to each pregnant woman and minor in nine cities, towns and
villages in southern Fukushima Prefecture that are also outside the evacuation zone. In addition, TEPCO
has offered to pay 200,000 yen each to all pregnant women and childrin these nine cities, towns and
villages. The prefectural government also offered to pay 40,000 yen to all other residents of these areas.

The amounts are about half of TEPCO's offers to pay 400,000 yen to 600,000 yen to all pregnant women
and children and 80,000 yen to all other residents in Fukushima, Koriyama and 21 other cities, towns and
villages.

The prefectural government will allocate about 30 billion yen by using a portion of a 40.4 billion yen
nuclear disaster relief fund, whichhas been created with state subsidies, plus 3 billion yen in donations
from TEPCO. The utility's compensation to areas outside the evacuation zones totals about 210 billion yen.
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Fukushima Gov. Yuhei Sato said his government decided to pay compeiwato residents outside the
evacuation zones so as not to cause area differences in monetary compensation and hamper
reconstruction efforts.

Click here for the original Japanese story

People vs TEPCO

March 31, 2012

14 nuke disaster evacuation zone residents file 265 million yen suit against TEPCO
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120331p2a00m0Ona004000c.html

Fourteen residents of litate, Fukushima Prefecture, have filed suit with the Tokyo District Court against
Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), demanding some 265 million yen in compensation for what they call
mental suffering caused by radiation exposure fears and life in temporary housing.

The suit is believed to be the first clasaction suit against the operator of the crippled Fukushima No. 1
nuclear plant over the ongoing nuclear crisis.

The plaintiffs, representing five households and aged 20 to 82, evacuated from litate after the village was
included in the nuclear disaster evacuation zone and now live in temporary accommodations in
Fukushima, Sendai and other locations.

A government panel setting guidelines for financial compensation for victims of the Fukushima nuclear
disaster says every person experiencing ental suffering should receive 100,000 yen per month for the
first six months of the crisis and 50,000 yen per month for the next six months.

The plaintiffs, however, are demanding 300,000 yen per month for two years starting from the beginning
of the crisis, plus 10 million yen per head of household, stressing the mental and physical suffering they've
experienced as their lives have been thrown into disarray by the evacuation, and the constant fear of
radioactive contamination.

The plaintiffs say they filed the class action suit against TEPCO because the government's compensation
mediation center has for the most part failed to secure larger amounts than those stipulated under the
guidelines, and managed to reach a compromise in only a limitedimber of cases.
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One of the plaintiffs is Shuko Ichizawa, 58, who evacuated to the city of Fukushima soon after realizing a
longtime dream to open a coffee shop in the village. "I don't know what to do because the village where |
was born, grew upand achieved my lifelong goal was destroyed. Is only 100,000 yen compensation
enough for that?" he said at a news conference before the suit was filed.

Click here for the original Japanese story

When can they fish again?

March 31, 2012

Fukushima fishermen hopeless after nuke contamination postpones fishing season
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120331p2a00m0Ona010000c.html

FUKUSHIMA- Fishermen in this prefecture's Okuaizuegion were left hopeless after radioactive cesium
exceeding the allowable limit detected in some river fish forced them to postpone this year's fishing
season indefinitely.

"This river's sweetfish is exceptional," Kiroku Gonoi, 65, the head ol@cal fisheries cooperative, said as
he posted a sign reading "No Fishing " along the Nojiri River in Okuaizu on March 30. "When | send it to
my son and his wife who live far away, they are always pleased."”

The fisheries cooperative of the town oKaneyama and Showa village near the Nojiri River was forced to
postpone this year's mountain stream fishing season, which was set to begin on April 1, after fish samples
caught in the river in mid-March registered 119 to 139 becquerels of radioactive cesi per kilogram.

The readings exceed the new governmesimposed provisional limit, which requires that cesium in
regular food items not exceed 100 becquerels per kilogram.

The readings left many fishermen stunned, however. Furthermore, the Nojiri River runs som&a
kilometers away from the damaged Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant.

Just before the opening of the 2011 season, fish samples from the Nojiri River measured only around 50
becquerels of radioactive cesium per kilogram- far lower than the then-allowable limit of 500 becquerels
per kilogram. The fishermen were allowed to open the season as usual.
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However, due to harmful rumors and other related reasons, the number of visitors to the river which
was popular with anglers for its clean streams- decreased drastically. The local fishermen were counting
on a comeback this season.

In the beginning of March this year, in preparation for the opening of the fishing season and in
consideration to the new, stricter cesium limits, fishermen submittd iwana (char) samples to be tested
for radiation contamination. The results were positive-- the fish measured between 45 to 66 becquerels
per kilogram, below the new safety level.

Gonoi and other members of the fisheries cooperative were relievedit had been another confirmation
that the Okuaizu fish was safe. However, on March 28, shortly after he began sending fishing tickets to
regular customers, he was notified that the most recent fish samples from mMarch measured 19 to 39
becquerels pe kilogram over the 100-becquerel limit.

"It was decided by the government so the only thing we can do is accept it," Gonoi says. "We have to
prevent the possibility that children eat the fish and something happens to them."

The decision topostpone the fishing season, however, was a harsh development that will affect not only
fishermen but also local inns targeting visiting anglers.

Aerial radiation doses within the Nojiri River area are not high, and many locals and officials wonde
what led to the recent high contamination readings.

"We are not exactly sure why cesium has accumulated in the fish. It could be that they were contaminated
through the food chain,"an official with the Fukushima Prefecture's fisheries division aid.

The ban will be lifted if fish samples measure below the allowable limit three consecutive times. For the
moment, however, there is no clear prospect of when this may happen.

Meanwhile, the fisheries cooperative is skeptical about tharthcoming sweetfish fishing season, set to
begin in June. "As the water temperature rises, so too do the fishes' metabolic rates. It is possible that the
fish will excrete the cesium, " Gonoi said.

Click here for the original Japanese story
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Please come home

Fukushima village prepares for repopulation
http:/www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120402_16.html

A village designated as an evacuation zone in the aftermath of last year's nuclear accidsrthe
Fukushima Daiichi plant is calling on its residents to come home.

The central government lifted its ban on entering Kawauchi Village in Fukushima Prefecture on Sunday,
allowing free access to all parts of the village. Almost all of the villaga@pproximately 3,000 residents fled
after the accident.About 2,700, or 90 percent, have not yet returned for fear of radiation contamination

and other concerns.

The village held a ceremony at its municipal office on Monday to formally appoint employetstheir new
positions. The village government has had to operate outside the evacuation zone until recently.

At the ceremony, Mayor Yuko Endo said the village should make progress toward reconstruction one step
at a time.

The village plans to provice homes in areas that have been determined to be safe. It says it will press
ahead with decontamination work and job creation to be ready for the residents’ return.

Mayor of village near the stricken nuclear plant encourages employees
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120402p2a00m0Ona005000c.html

KAWAUCHI, Fukushima- The mayor of this village located near té crippled Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear
Power Plant gave words of encouragement to employees on April 2 as they prepared for the new fiscal
year.

Speaking to all 73 employees, Mayor Yuko Endo said, "Let us work honestly to make a new village." The
village was previously entirely evacuated, but in March it moved its government functions back to the
village office. A new recovery department has been set up for the village, and Endo handed around 50

employees their new appointment papers.
"It was a yearthat reminded us of things important to people, like the goodness of our village and what a
village is," said Endo. He mentioned radiation decontamination and job creation as tasks for the village to

face.

Click here for the original Japanese story

56


http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120402_16.html
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120402p2a00m0na005000c.html
http://mainichi.jp/photo/news/20120402k0000e010174000c.html

A new start really?

April 3, 2012

'‘New start' for nuclear evacuees / But residents concerned over delayed

decontamination, r ebuilding
The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://lwww.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120402004436.htm

Many residents of Tamura and Kawauchi, both in Fukushima Prefecture, have temporarily returned home
since the neentry restriction on their communities was lifted Sunday in line with a review of evacuation
zoning established after the outbreak of the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

"Today is a new start,” 67year-old Akiko Tsuboi said as she left by car for her house in Tamura's
Miyakojimachi-Furumichi area, about 20 kilometers from her temporary housing unit, at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday. She reached her twstory wooden house about 30 minutes after passing a checkpoint.

Tsuboi lived in the house, and raised three children there, from the time of her mage to her husband,
Masaya, until they evacuated on March 12, 2011.

Inside the house, she found mold on the floor caused by a leak in the roof. She did not place flowers on the
family altar during a previous visit because she did not want to lee them to wilt. Sunday, however, she

put out flowers, saying, "I'm home."

A calendar on a wall was still at the page for March 2011 and a clock had stopped.

Unlike previous temporary visits, which were restricted to four hours including travelng time, there is
now no time limit on residents’ stay. However, Tsuboi could not use the toilets because the septic tank
needed to be checked, so she left her house at 2 p.m.

About 380 people from Tamura, or just under 1 percent of the entire pogation, lived in the former no-
entry zone within a 20-kilometer radius of the crippled plant. About 350 people from Kawauchi lived in
the zone, or about 12 percent of that area's population.
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Kawauchi returned its public administration functions, whch were temporarily shifted to Koriyama in
the prefecture, to the village on March 26. Schools will also resume soon.

However, decontamination work in the former neentry zone is behind schedule, and work on water and
other infrastructure has notyet started.

Areas with annual radiation exposure of 20 millisieverts or lower are being prepared for residents'
return. The central government plans to complete decontamination work this year in parts of those areas
with relatively high radiation.

Such work in the emergency evacuation preparation zone, which was from 20 kilometers to 30
kilometers from the plant, is also behind schedule due to ice and snow. The restriction on this area was
lifted in September, but many residents worry decontamiation will not finish as planned.

Osamu Sudo, a counselor of the Cabinet Office's support team for evacuees from the nuclear crisis, has
admitted the limitations of the measurements on which the review of evacuation zoning was based.

Sudo sid at a press conference on FridayThe government divided areas based on rough measurements
of radiation levels.

But it's necessary to ascertain more detailed radiation readings to lift the restrictions and allow residents
to return home."

This review is based on measurements of radiation levels taken from a plane. However, these
measurements roughly estimateadiation levels one meter off the ground , based on midair sampling.
They do not identify "hot spots" specific locations with highradiation levels.

The government plans to measure radiation levels especially in places many people gather, such as
schools and hospitals, and take steps to decrease as much as possible the radiation exposure of the
residents who return home.

Michiaki Kai, a professor at Oita University of Nursing and Health Sciences, said: "There are some
locations with relatively high radiation levels in the areas where residents were allowed to return. While
exchanging sufficient information with residents, he government should make plans for measurement
and decontamination, and take measurements to decrease radiation exposure."

Is it safe?
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April 7, 2012

Schools reopen in Kawauchi
The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120406004779.htm

KAWAUCHI, FukushimaMunicipal nursery, primary and middle schools in Kawauchi, Fukushim
Prefecture, held a joint entrance ceremony Friday after the government lifted an evacuation order on
parts of the village following a review of evacuation zones established after the outbreak of the crisis at
the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

It is the first time that education facilities in Futaba County, where the crippled plant is located, returned
to their original locations and resumed classes.

Three students enrolled at Kawauchi Primary School, while five students enrolled kawauchi Middle
School. Eight students enrolled at Kawauchi Nursery School.

Before the crisis, 14 primary school students and 17 middle school students had planned to enroll at the
Kawauchi schools. However, the number significantly declined aftenany students decided to enroll at
schools in areas they had been evacuated to. Now, the primary school has a total of 16 students, while the
middle school has a total of 14 students. The nursery school has eight students, all of whom enrolled
Friday.

The joint entrance ceremony was held at the village community center. At the ceremony,-§@ar-old
middle school student Haruna Endo said, "There will be some concerns and inconveniences in our new
life, but | want to overcome them with my friends."

Endo returned to the village with her family in late March. Her mother Yumiko, 38, said she decided to
return home because her daughter wanted to. "There are still many problems, but I'm a little relieved to
be able to be here today," she said.

The government lifted the emergency evacuation preparation zone status on western Kawauchi at the
end of September, but most of the village's 3,000 residents have not returndgastern Kawauchi remains
within the 20-kilometer no-entry zone.
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Thevillage has one primary and middle school each, both of which were located in the emergency
evacuation preparation zone. Even after the evacuation order was lifted, both schools continued classes in
Koriyama within the prefecture.

However, the maya declared at the end of January that the village's administrative functions would
return to the village, returning to their original office at the end of March.

As of Thursday, 545 residents had returned home.

To resume classes, the village prioritized decontaminating houses and other facilities for households with
children who wished to go to school in the village.

The radiation levels around the schools were 0.114 to 0.16 microsieverts per hour askfday morning,
lower than the 0.23 microsieverts per hour government standard for decontamination.

Can Japan rely on energy savings ?

April 11, 2012

Kansai Electric Power Co. vice president predicts tough power situation in

summer
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120411p2a00m0Ona007000c.html

Kansai Electric Power Co. (KEPCO)céi President Shigeki lwane said on April 10 that this summer's
electricity supplies will only just be enough even with the reactivation of two nuclear reactors.

"There is no doubt it will be tougher than last year. Looking at current supply and deand, there will be
almost no cases where we do not call for savings on electricifyven if two reactors are reactivated, it will
be tough,"said lwane, indicating that even if the No. 3 and 4 reactors of the Oi nuclear power plant were
restarted, the powe company will call for cuts in power usage this summer.

The comments were made to reporters after lwane attended an energy strategy meeting held by Osaka
prefecture and the city. It was the first time that a KEPCO executive mentioned the posstgibf calling for
cuts in energy use this summer.
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Regarding energy supply and demand this summer, the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy and
KEPCO have shown calculations predicting the possibility of a 7.6 percent shortage if there is a simil
amount of energy demand to last year's summer, and a 19.6 percent shortage if there is a hot summer like
in 2010. In a case like last year, if the two reactors at the Oi plant, with a generating capacity of 2.36

million kilowatts, were restarted, a 0.9percent surplus of energy is predicted. However, last year's

demand came after a call for a 15 percent cut in energy use, and KEPCO is therefore thought to have come
to the conclusion that this year will need a similar call for cuts in power use.

The calculations predict that electricity shortages would occur from late June through September. Last
year's calls for cuts in energy use were in effect from July, and Iwane said, "I think there is a need to talk
about saving power from an early point."

Horses back in Fukushima - What are we supposed to make of it ?

Evacuated horses return to Fukushima

http:/iwww3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120415 10.html

Horses evacuated from Fukushima Prefecture after the nuclear accident are returning to their homes for
a performance in a traditional event.

Minamisoma City sent 52 horses used in the performance to a town in Hokkaido, northetapan. It had
become difficult to get hay for them and many owners themselves left after the nuclear accident at the

Fukushima Daiichi power plant.

The central Fukushima region of Soma has held the summer festival called "Senmamna-oi" for many
years. The festival is said to have originated more than 1,000 years ago for the training of warriors.

Eight horses arrived in Minamisoma on Saturday after a drive of 17 hours in a special trailer.
The owners of the horses came to see them after 8 months opseation.

The remaining 44 horses will return home by the end of May to take part in the festival in July.

Guided tours now

Minami -Soma planning reconstruction aid tours
The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://lwww.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120417004838.htm
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MINAMI-SOMA, FukushimaThe MinamiSoma municipal government plango offer people a firsthand
look at a city affected by the crisist the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant by hosting tours to stay in
and walk around the city.

The no-entry and expanded evacuation zone designations affecting the citgstablished following the
outbreak of the crisis at the Tokyo Electric Power Co. plantvere lifted Monday.

The city government plans to start the tours, dubbed "disaster area reconstructisupport tours," as

early as June.

The city is aiming to bring back tourists ands even planning to let people experience nuclear hazards by
providing them with dosimeters, according to a city official.

Tour participants will walk along the coastal area in the Haramachi district, which is mostly vacant
following the March 11 tsunami.

They will also visit rice fields that have been neglected because of high radiation counts in the air and soll
after the crisis.

The tours will be arried out by volunteers, and dosimeters can be rented if they are requested, according
to the official.

Even with the naentry zone status lifted in the city, spending the night in the former n@ntry zone is not
permitted.

As basic services sth as tap water and washrooms are not yet available in the area, the city has not
decided yet whether this area will be open for tourists, according to the city.

The city previously boasted about 1.6 million people visiting every year for sunbathin g and
swimming and the Soma Nomauoi festival in July, which is designated by the government as an
important intangible folk cultural asset. However, "we had almost no tourists last year," a city tourism and
exchange official said.

The city governmert plans to provide travel agencies with a 2,000 yen subsidy for each person, in groups
of 10 or more, who stays and eats in the citi.here have been inquires by several companies, according to
the city.
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"In a normal year, our rice fields would becovered with rice seedlings in June,” said Yuki Inamura, a-31
year-old volunteer tour guide. "l hope people will learn that we shouldn't allow such a disaster to happen
again by seeing firsthand the actual state of our city."

(Apr. 18, 2012)

see also on NHK

Film "Guiding through disaster" :

Daily life in Japan

Tuesday, April 17, 2012

THE ZEIT GIST
http://lwww.japantimes.co.jp/text/fl20120417zg.html

Bread and becquerels: a year of living dangerously

Nuclear disaster has turned family routine on its head

By GIANNI SIMONE

My New Year's resolution back in January was to survive this year, and many more to come, which means
keeping myself and my family as far from harm's way as possible.

Loud and clear: Demonstrators offer their thoughts on the antics of Tokyo Electric
Power Co., the company behind the leaking Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant, at a
protest in Tokyo in September. GIANNI SIMONE
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Unfortunately, staying healthy in the atomic age ifar from easy, particularly after the nuclear accident in
Fukushima. 2012 is already showing the telltale signs of radiation exposure a weird one-day
excrescence at the end of February certainly doesn't bode well for the future.

My overall impression is that without decisive intervention from the central government, the det-
yourself approach to survival is the only one that really works. God helps those who help themselves, after
all. You don't need to be a believer to agree, but who knows, paps a touch of faith might help.

One year has passed since the nuclear accident at Fukushima, and very few things seem to have improved
2 or even changed, for that matter since last March. | am among those who initially believed the
reassuring words of those people who, sometimes in good faith, downplayed the risks of possible
radioactive contamination. Also, as my family lives in Yokohama, | rather naively felt that we were a safe
enough distance away from the crippled Fukushima No. 1 nucleargpit.

| began to suspect something was wrong when | heard about groups of parents who were organizing in
the Kanto region to put pressure on the government and local authorities to come clean about the true
extent of radioactive contamination from he accident.

My wife, who had never been interested in politics or grassroots activism, went as far as to join the
Yokohama no Kodomotachi wo Hoshankara Mamoru Kai (Group to Protect Yokohama Children from
Radiation), an organization founded last May by Toshiko Yasuda, a-ydar-old housewife who was
worried about the food her daughter was being served at her elementary school. Considering how
uncooperative both the PTA and the Yokohama City Council were on this matter (the headmaster at my
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children's school candidly admitted to astonished parents that he was risking his neckk{ibi ga
kakatteiru™) on the matter and had no intention of sacrificing hisareer), many people decided to take
matters into their hands? at least those who had not been hypnotized by the relentless "don't worry, be
happy" mantra.

Looking back at the life my family used to lead before that fateful Friday afternoan when the
earthquake ruined the pizza party | was enjoying with friend® it's frightening how much it has changed.

For one thing, there's my daily diet. All of a sudden spinach and other risky foods are out, while apples are
in. We have also added apple ptn to our diet because it helps sweep out radioactive dust particles from
the intestines (apparently it was used extensively after the Chernobyl disaster).

We now know stuff we did not really care about before. We feel like last year we took a siecourse in
science (e.g. cesium, strontium and plutonium's halives, and their effects of the human body),
technology (how to use and read a Geiger counter) and history (how the triad of national government,
bureaucracy and industry ruthlessly imposecdhuclear energy as the fuel source of choice, and later
launched a wideranging construction program that over the years has turned Japan into the world's third
nuclear power).

Indeed, keeping out of reach of the long arms of nuclear death, or even trying to limit the damage, is a
24/7 job. Wearing masks and brushing our clothes after coming home have become as natural as washing
our hands or taking a shower. My wife even trieth make my sons wear a pair of protective glasses, but
they were deemed too ugly by our fashioftonscious kids, and were unceremoniously relegated to the
bottom drawer.

Living in the nuclear age also means avoiding little pleasures that until nowenhad taken for granted. My
children (and some of their classmates), for instance, will not join their school trip to Nikko because of the
worrying news we have heard about contamination in that area.

The person whose daily routine has changed thmost, though, is my wife. In the morning she has to
prepare our sons' lunch boxes (because their school has proven to be completely unreliable on food
control matters). Then she sits in front of the computer and reads the many mails that other members of
her group send daily with radiation-related news, data and links. She does the same after dinner. In the
afternoon, she may take part in group studies, listen to an expert comparing the Chernobyl and Fukushima
disasters, or meet her friends to plot anotheguerrilla action ? like when they smuggled food out of

school and got it checked for contamination (something the principal had refused to do).

Obviously one of the aspects of daily life we are most concerned about is food, considering that more than
once contaminated goods have found their way into supermarkets and school lunches nationwide.
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Once upon a time the Japanese used to be proud of their local food's supposed superior quality
(mislabeling and other assorted scandals be damned), and walhggressively check foreign products for
safety. Sadly that golden age is over.

Since agricultural and food standards were revised in 2000, all products must be labeled with the name of
the producer and place of origin, as well as other useful inform@in. A new tracking system allows people

to trace the place of origin of most fresh produce, beef and eggs, to name a few. Lot numbers on packages
allow you to track down farm names and their addresses, among other things.

Milk is a little trickier because most companies buy it from different places. So often what you are actually
drinking is a blend of different varieties. The best thing to do in such cases is to avoid the stuff altogether.
At our local supermarket they have Dai Aso milk from Kumaato. In other places you can find milk from
other southern prefectures (e.g. Shiro Bara from Hyogp even though for my wife Kansai is already too
close to home). As for yogurt, we were lucky enough to get some milk enzymes from a neighbor, so now
we makeit ourselves. It actually tastes more like cheese than yogurt proper which makes it even better,

if you ask me.

Thankfully, such slogans as "support the Tohoku farmers" have long ago disappeared from store shelves.
Hopefully people now understand thatf there is someone who should support them, that would be the
government, which caused the problem in the first place.

In the meantime, my wife spends countless hours calling the companies' télee numbers, requesting all
manner of information on food origin and compaosition? stuff they are required to give by law? and
lecturing the poor operators on what and how things should be done.

Then comes shopping itself. We used to buy everything at a couple of supermarkets nearby, but now
we've had to dversify.

Of course, each area in Japan has different supermarket chains, so it is difficult to generalize. As for us, our
store of choice (OK Mart) is still cheap and reliable enough that we do most of our grocery shopping there.
I have also heard of pople who have set up regular accounts with department stores in distant regions, or
ask friends or relatives to send goods that are difficult to find here. Thakky! bin delivery service is so
cheap and fast that is actually worthwhile.

To be honest,fiyou want to limit the risk of contamination as much as possible, you should avoid almost
anything coming not only from Tohoku but the Greater Tokyo area too. That's why online shopping is an
excellent, albeit timeconsuming solution.

Toto Seikatsu Clb (www.tohto -coop.or.jp/), for instance, checks each and every product for cesiufr34

and 137, as well as radioactive iodine. They will not sell anything that exceeds 2 becrple of

radioactivity per kilogram. Here you can buy such "risky" food as green tea, spinacknkon (lotus root)

and mushrooms, if you really can't resist the temptation.

Tamachan ShopwWww.rakuten.ne.jp/gold/kyunan/ ) is based in Miyazaki, Kyushu, and is another reliable
source of groceries. As for rice, we now use Kome Shonem(w.rakuten.co.jp/kome-syounen/)

On the other hand, Radish Boyaniww.radishbo-ya.co.jp/index.html), which is very popular because it
offers organic vegetables and other additivdree foods, has recently been blacklisted by my wife and her
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more hard-core friends because there seems to be a discrepancy between whatytlsay and what they
actually do.

Now my house looks like a warehouse, with cartons of bottled water piled up high and other stuff stashed
under the bed. The house, though, currently feels emptier that ever because my wife has decided to take
our sons toltaly and spend the "radioactive pollen" season with my mother.

Actually, this is hardly uncommon these days: Okayama and several other prefectures in southern Japan
now offer temporary lodgings to "nuclear refugees" from the risky areas, and mothan a few people have
made the most of this opportunity. Mothers and kids (the father typically has to stay home to work) can
spend months in nice apartments, and the rent is only about ¥30,000.

So for the last month | have regressed to singleattis, and spend my quiet evenings watching movies. The
other night, for example, | watched "On the Beach," the 1959 peapocalyptic film about the last days of
life on Earth following a nuclear war . . .

To many people all the above may sound dtle paranoid. | assure you, it is not. It is just common sense,
and everybody living in Japan should be taking precautions if they want to limit the risk of contamination.

Unfortunately, the biggest problem with all the information in this article (useful websites, online
shopping sites, tolHfree numbers, etc.) is that it is all in Japanese. If you don't understand the local lingo,
my advice is to get help from friends, oinvest in a Japanese partner, like | did.

Send comments on this issue and story ideas tommunity@japantimes.co.jp

"“Temporary Tomiokas"

April 22, 2012

Making a home away from home / Tomioka plans to create 3 temporary

towns to encourage residents' return

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120421003 092.htm

FUKUSHIMA:-The town government of Tomioka, Fukushima Prefecture, which is located entirely within
the no-entry zone around the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, plans to create three "temporary
Tomiokas" for evacuated residents, it has been learned.
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The plan aims at preserving the town residents' communities, which were dispersed after the outbreak of
the nuclear crisis at the plantAccording to a draft of the plan, the three locations will b the cities of
Iwaki and Koriyama in the prefecture, and a part of Tomioka where radiation is low.

Town government officials revealed the plan on Friday at a town committee meeting to discuss
reconstruction plan.

However, it is expected to balifficult to realize the project, as consultations with relevant municipalities
have not progressed.

According to the plan, the Tomioka town government will first set up its headquarters in the town. It will
then prepare for the future return of its residents by conducting decontamination work, readying water
supply and sewage systems, and encouraging the relocation of residences in areas hit by the March 2011
tsunami to higher ground.

For residents unable to return to the town in the near future, the town government will encourage them
to live in temporary "satellite Tomiokas" in lwaki and Koriyama.

The town government will ask residents to move back to Tomioka when they aready to return.
The town's population as of the end of March was 14,608, including about 4,000 in Koriyama, where the
town government is temporarily located, and about 5,000 in Iwaki.

In Tomioka's planned temporary sites in lwaki and Koriyama, th town government intends to set up
public housing, hospitals, schools and nursing homes for its evacuees.

According to the plan, the town government will name one site after sakuf@herry), the town's tree; one
after tsutsuji (azalea), the town's flower; and one after sekirei (wagtail), the town's bird.

The original Tomioka is thus expected to be called Sakura Tomioka, while its temporary locations will be
Tsutsuji Tomiokain Iwaki, and Sekirei Tomioka in Koriyama.

Meanwhile, the central government is expected to reclassify the town into three zones.

Zones where accumulated radiation exposure exceeds 50 millisieverts per year will be designated as
"zones whete residency is prohibited for an extended period."
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Zones with annual exposure from 20 to less than 50 millisieverts per year will be designated as "zones
with restricted residency," where residents will be permitted to make brief visits to their haises while
being urged to remain evacuated.

Zones where radiation exposure is below 20 millisieverts per year will be designated as "zones preparing
to lift restrictions on residents' return.”

Sakura Tomioka will be created by selecting ass with low radiation from the "zones preparing to lift
restrictions on residents' return,” with a decontamination target of 1 millisievert or less per year.

In the areas, the town government plans to prepare collective housing and other facilities

However, an area where the town office was previously located is not likely to be included in Sakura
Tomioka because radiation there is still relatively high.

In the two satellite towns in Koriyama and lwaki, the town government plans task its residents to move
from temporary housing units or privately rented houses to shared or individual houses

The town government will consider establishing medical facilities and water supply and sewage systems
independently, to avoid overburdening the Koriyama and Iwaki city governments. It also will conduct a
survey to determine its residents' intentions regarding the plan prior to compiling the town's
reconstruction plan in July.

However, the town government has yet to explain detailsf the plan to the two city governments, a town
official said.

"We'd like to consult with the central and prefectural governments as well as the relevant local
governments to flesh out the details of the plan," the official said.

Among local g@ernments that have relocated their offices, the town governments of Okuma and Futaba
both near the crippled power plant-also are considering creating temporary towns in other
municipalities.

The town government of Okuma has announced a plan to estal a "temporary Okuma" in Iwaki or
municipalities around lwaki.
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The town government of Namie also is planning to prepare communities in the cities of lwaki and

Minami-Soma.
Concerning such moves by municipalities, Iwaki Mayor Takao Watanabe said Thursday: "The city of lwaki
has also suffered serious damage due to the earthquake and tsunami. The housing shortage and strain on

medical and nursing services are becoming more seke.

"The central government should create a road map for municipalities of Futaba County [in the prefecture]
that indicates a timeline for the residents to return to their original municipalities.

"We don't know how long we'll need to supprt them,” Watanabe added.
A senior Koriyama city official on Friday declined to comment about the Tomioka's plan.

Out-of-court settlement for rice farmers?

April 22, 2012

3 Fukushima farmers seeking 3.4 billion yen for decontamination ask for

mediation
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120421p2a00m0na0070 00c.html

FUKUSHIMA- Three rice farmers in Nihonmatsu, Fukushima Prefecture, and elsewhere on April 20
asked for mediation for an outof-court settlement as they seek around 3.4 billion yen for field
decontamination fees and other purposes.

The farmers asked for mediation from a center for settling disputes on compensation for nucleeglated
losses. The three farm 10 to 40 hectares of land located 57 to 82 kilometers from the Fukushima No. 1
Nuclear PowerPlant. The farmers have been told by the Fukushima Prefectural Government and the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries to decontaminate their lands and had their planting
restricted.

As they have their own markets they sell to and hav&@most no dealings with agricultural cooperatives,
the farmers seek individual treatment from Tokyo Electric Power Co., the operator of the crippled nuclear
power plant. However, they say they were refused by the company for the reason that it does "notigine
compensation for farmers besides through agricultural cooperatives."
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Bracing for a difficult summer

April 23, 2012

Firms preparing for summer without nuclear power
http:/iwww3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120423_17.html

Companies across Japan are preparing for expected power cuts this summer as the country's only
operational nuclear reactor is set to go offline for a schedutecheckup next month.

Industrialized Kansai region, serviced by Kansai Electric Power Company, is expected to be hit especially
hard by power shortages. The Osakdased utility depends more on nuclear energy than other power
companies.

Electrical wire maker Sumitomo Electric Industries plans to install irhouse power generators at 4
factories in Kansai region by June.

Housing maker Daiwa House Industry says it will introduce 1,000 sets of lithiusion batteries at its
plants and offices in the Kagai area and other parts of the country. It will store electricity in the batteries
late at night, for use later in the day.

Drugmaker Takeda Pharmaceutical will keep its factory in the region in operation through the upcoming
May holidays. It also plas to boost production in other regions during the summer to make up for the
production decline in the Kansai area.

Many firms say they are having difficulties coming up with concrete measures amid the unclear outlook
for electricity demand this summer.An increasing number of businesses are calling on the government to
provide summer forecasts as soon as possible.

No decent evacuation measures despite Fukushima's disaster

No evacuation plans for 4.42 million residents near nuclear plants
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120423p2a00m0na011000c.html

Even after the disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, almost all local governments in
Hokkaido and 20 other prefectures are without comprehensive evacuation measures for a total of about
4.42 million residents within 30 kilometers of nuclear power plants according to a tally by the Mainichi
Shimbun.
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Some of the municipalities are beset with potential traffic congestion and other problems and question if
such evacuation programs are feasible in the first place. The Mainichi tally comestlas central
government is trying to restart idled nuclear react ors despite the absence of sufficient evacuation
measures across the densely populated country.

In the aftermath of the Fukushima nuclear crisis, in March this year an expert panel of the Nuclear Safety
Commission of Japan drew up a midterm report which the government had decided to expand
emergency planning zones (EPZs) within a radius of 8 to 10 kilometers of nuclear power plants to the- 30
kilometer radius urgent protection action planning zone (UPZ).

A proposed nuclear regulatory ageng will formally designate such zones and carry out simulations.

According to Kenji Tani, an associate professor of human geography at Saitama University, the combined
population within 30 kilometers of 54 nuclear reactors, including four nowdefunct nuclear reactors at the
crippled Fukushima nuclear power plant, comes to about 4.42 million, based on the 2005 census. About
930,000 people live within 30 kilometers of the Tokai No. 2 Power Station owned by the Japan Atomic
Power Co. in Ibaraki Prefectte.

The Mainichi contacted Hokkaido, Kyoto, Nagasaki and 18 other prefectures which host nuclear power
plants or some of whose municipalities are located within a 3@ilometer radius of nuclear power plants.

Only Hokkaido says it has an evalation plan to transport 75,000 residents near the Tomari Nuclear
Power Plant in a fleet of 1,500 buses. Excluding Gifu Prefecture, which has no population in the 30
kilometer zone, the 19 other prefectures say they are contemplating evacuation measurasvall study
such steps. Ibaraki Prefecture says it is "very difficult" to map out evacuation measures.

Many of the prefectures in the Mainichi survey are projecting evacuations by c&ue to a small number
of roads and bridges in these regionsraas with sizable populations and limited evacuation routes may
face heavy traffic congestion and leave evacuees stranded.

Only Saga and Nagasaki prefectures have secured possible evacuation centers for residents within 30
kilometers of the GenkailNuclear Power Plant belonging to Kyushu Electric Power Co. and assigned them
by area to such places as schools and community halls outside themeter zone. Both prefectures
consider private vehicles as an emergency means of transportation in princgbut will study in the future
how they are going to evacuate residents without cars.
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The survey also revealed that most prefectures have yet to consider or implement steps to evacuate
inpatients and elderly people in need of nursing car€nly Fukuoka Prefecture, where a portion of its
western edge falls within the 3Gkilometer zone, says it can accommodate inpatients at designated

hospitals in case of disaster.

Nagasaki Prefecture says it is difficult for them to find hospitals with emptpeds. Shimane Prefecture
saysit is necessary to evacuate residents in cooperation with municipalities across prefectural borders
but that there is a limit to what local governments alone can do to coordinate evacuation plans.

Is TEPCO's rate hike accegable ?
April 28, 2012

Consumer Affairs Agency to examine TEPCO electricity rate hike for
households

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120428p2a00m0na013000c.html

The Consumer Affairs Agency is séb examine whether a 10 percent electricity charge hike for
households planned by Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) is appropriate, agency officials said.

The agency is expected to consult with certified public accountants over an application to filed by
TEPCO for the planned rate raise.

JinMatsubara, state minister for consumer affairs, underscored the importance of considering the issue

cautiously.
"The rate hike won't win the public's understanding unless the utility thoroughly rationalizes its

operations, including a substantial cutn its personnel expenses. Moreover, we must prevent such a hike
from adversely affecting people's livelihoods,he said.

Another agency official said it cannot easily grant TEPCO permission to increase its electricity rates for

households.

"We aan't give the green light to the application unless the utility meets conditions that will satisfy
consumers, such as disclosure of information on why it must raise the charg&ge just can't accept
TEPCO's claims as they ar/e're determined to analyze EPCOQO's situation to find bases for determining

whether the 10 percent hike is too much," the official said.
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The hike is part of a comprehensive special business plan that TEPCO, the operator of the crippled
Fukushima No.1 nuclear power station, anthe Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund submitted to
Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano on April 27. The plan outlines the financially troubled

utility's specific plan to rehabilitate itself.

As a rule, the agency and other governemt regulators refer applications for hikes in utility fees to a
meeting of Cabinet ministers concerned. However, ministers concerned have typically rubbstamped
such applications. The TEPCO application, therefore, will be the first time for the minisgeconcerned to

strictly examine whether the planned rate hike is appropriate.

TEPCO is expected to file an application with the government in May for a 10 percent increase in
electricity charges it intends to carry out as early as July, and the Exmy, Trade and Industry Ministry
will hold a hearing to deliberate the application.

The ministry is expected to consult with the Consumer Affairs Agency over the outcome of the
deliberations. The agency together with certified public accountantsral other experts will then examine

whether the rate bump is appropriate.
If agreement is reached between the agency and the ministry, the two government bodies will jointly

refer the application to the ministers concerned. After the ministers discuss thissue, Edano will decide

whether to permit the rate increase.
Since its founding in 2009, the Consumer Affairs Agency has never exercised its authority to give

advisories to other ministries and agencies, raising questions over its raison d'etre.

No comment

Holiday volunteers arrive in disaster zones
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120429002669.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun
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Volunteers and residents plant flowers on the grounds of temporary housing in Minar8oma, Fukushima
Prefecture, on Saturday.

FUKUSHIMA-Many volunteers visited devastated areas in the Tohoku region on Saturday, thesfiday of
the Golden Week holiday period.

Members of Kokyo Seisaku Shiendan, a Tokyased nonprofit organization, visited a temporary housing
area in MinamiSoma, Fukushima Prefecture, to offer about 5,000 seedlings, including marigolds and
petunias, which they helped about 50 people, including residents, to plant.

A member of the organization said: "There are many farmers in this area. We want them to enjoy some
relief from the stress of life as evacuees by having a chance to touch sgaia."

At another temporary housing area in the city, members of the Muikamachi Commerce and Industry
Association's youth group in MinamiUonuma, Niigata Prefecture, served Chinesstyle rice bowls to

about 250 people, using Koshihikari rice produed in the city. MinamiUonuma is a leading production
area of the noted rice brand.
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Group leader Yasushi Sakurai, 40, said: "We're repaying the favor we received from people around the
country when the Chuetsu Earthquake hit our prefecture [in 2004

"Although all we can do is prepare meals, we're happy to be of even a little help in the reconstruction
work."

Other kinds of volunteer activities, including debris removal and projects to help restore the farming and
fishing industries, were also carried out in Miyagi and lwate prefectures

Communities' goals re. housing areas

April 30, 2012

Tsunami -hit towns aim to move 70% of housing areas

http:/www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120430_13.html

Seventy percent of communities devastated by the tsunami in northeastern Japan last year want to move
their residential districts inland or to higher ground.

The land and infrastructure ministry asked more tha 200 communities in the three hardesthit
prefectures, lwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima, how they hope to rebuild residential districts.

Seventy percent of the communities say they aim to move residential districts inland or to higher ground.

Twelve percent say they hope to raise the ground level and heighten levees in some areas flooded by the
tsunami and move residential districts there.

Eighteen percent say they hope to strengthen and build levees before rebuilding homes where they used
to stand.

Ministry officials say communities' goals reflect simulations of possible future tsunami. They say
communities in areas that could be hit by waves higher than two meters hope to move residential districts
or raise the ground level. They say those in arsahat could be hit by smaller waves hope to keep
residential districts where they are.
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Faced with a summer without nukes

May 5, 2012

Energy conservation in spotlight as Japan faces summer without nuclear
power

In this Wednesdg, May 2, 2012 photo, solar panels cover the #ectare compound of the Ukishima Solar
Power Station in Kawasaki near Tokyo. The new plant, jointly run by Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO)
and Kawasaki City, generates enough electricity to fulfill the consption of 2,100 households. (AP
Photo/ltsuo Inouye)

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120505p2a00m0na016000c.html
As the nation's last operating nuclear reactor is set to be suspended for regular inspections late on May 5,

Japan is facing the prospect of its first summer without nuclear power in over 40 years.

Hokkaido Electric Power Co. (HEPCO) is poisedgospend the operation of the No. 3 reactor at the
utility's Tomari Nuclear Power Plant in the Hokkaido village of Tomari at around 11 p.m. on May 5. The
reactor is the last one in operation among the 50 reactors remaining after the Fukushima nuclear crisis

A number of reactors have been suspended for regular inspections following the onset of the nuclear
disaster at the tsunamihit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant in March last year, but there are no
immediate prospects of their reactivation.
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According to HEPCO, workers will insert control rods into the Tomari plant's No. 3 reactor at around 5
p.m. to decrease its power output before the reactor is halted at around 11 p.m.

Amid fears of a power crunch, the lifestyles of residents in Japaave been undergoing major changes
since the nuclear crisis triggered by the March 11, 2011, Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami, with
people becoming more conscious of the power they use.

A newly built condominium in Yokohama's Asahi Ward boasts soe600 solar panels on its rooftop,
supplying electricity to some 100 homes in the complex. Each household in the figgry condominium is
allocated six solar panels, and surplus power is sold to utilities.

"It's fun to see how much energy my solapanels can generate," said Takeshi Nomura, a-42ar-old
company employee who moved into the condo in late April, as he pointed to a solar energy output
monitoring device on the wall of his living room on May 2. Although it was rainy, the monitoring dewac
indicated that Nomura's portion of solar panels had supplied 0.1 kilowatts of power that day.

According to Takara Leben Co., the seller of units in the condominium, most of the units, which cover 70
to 80 square meters, are priced at less than 40 million yen. In a standard household, residents can save
some 60 percent in utility costs by using salr energy and allelectricity settings. Households whose
occupants tend to be absent in the daytime can even expect to earn about 2,500 yen a month through the
sale of more than half of their solar energy production- an amount that could offset the dometsc

electricity price hike of 10 percent or so that Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) is considering introducing
as early as July.

Nomura recalls being inconvenienced during the rolling blackouts last year, as he was living in a district
prone to power outages at the time.

"Since then, energyconservation has become the norm for me," he said, indicating that the experience led
him to purchase the solarpowered apartment.

An official with the planning and research department at Real Estat&conomic Institute Co. comments:
"Since the March 11, 2011 quake disaster, the guestion of whether condominiums are ddendly, such

as being equipped with solar panels, has emerged as one of the key considerations for aspiring home
buyers in the Tokyo netropolitan area."

Light-emitting diode (LED) lighting, which has garnered attention as an eadp-use energysaving
innovation, still boasts popularity, and household LED ceiling lights have been one of the biggest hits over
the past year.

Fluorescent tubes were the mainstream for household lights in March last year, according to one research
source, with LED lighting accounting for only 2.9 percent of all sales figures. However, with a number of
manufacturers making forays into the LED marketdilowing the quake disaster, the sales figures of LED
lighting topped 50 percent for the first time in March this year.
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Rising energyconservation awareness is also evident in other ways. While the maximum power demand
in TEPCO's service area fedin average of 19.7 percent during the governmertdrdered electricity usage
restriction period between July and September last year compared to the same period the previous year,
the maximum power demand continued to stay low even after the lifting of theestriction, falling an
average of 9.7 percent in October and November compared to a year earlier. The maximum power
demand was also 11.4 percent lower between April 1 and 23 this year compared to the figure recorded in
2010.

Many people are also rthinking their lifestyles. One 44year-old company employee in Kyoto says he
affixed cushioned packaging materials to his windows to improve heat insulation and made it through
winter with his heater set at around 20 degrees Celsius even though he usedo set it at around 2425
degrees during previous winters. He now also sets his living room lighting 40 percent darker.

"l don't feel like I'm having to give up a lot. Perhaps thanks to the absence of extreme changes in
temperature, | didn't catcha cold this winter," he said. This past winter he saved up to 20 percent on his
monthly electricity bills compared with the previous winter -- equivalent to 20,000 to 30,000 yen when
converted to a yearly figure.

A 32-year-old nursing-care worker living with his wife and child in Tokyo's Suginami Ward made it a rule
to shut down the circuit breaker every time his family went out during the rolling blackouts last year. He
and his family don't watch TV any more than necessary, and set the thréer brightness of their

household lighting at "Level 2." As a result, their monthly electricity charges have dropped from the 4,600
5,000 yen range to somewhere around 2,000 yen.

"The nuclear disaster made me realize that we'd been wasting electricitgaving energy pushed down my
utility costs, and it was worth the effort," he said, with a satisfied look.

Japan's situation "quite severe"

May 8, 2012

Edano says electricity supply this summer 'quite severe'
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120508p2g00m0dm131000c.html
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TOKYO (Kyodo}- Japanese industry minister Yukio Edano said Tuesday he wants to avoid the
government issuing an order to restrict electricity usage this summer, but that the nation's current
situation, now without nuclear power, is "quite severe."

His comments came a day after the government presented an estimate that the areas covered by Kansai
Electric Power Co., which relied particularly heavily on nuclear power before the Fukushima nuclear
crisis, will face a power shortage of 14.9 percent ding peak hours in August.

Asked if he still thinks the government can avoid implementing mandatory powesaving drive, Edano
said at a press conference, "I have a strong desire to avoid taking compulsory steps...but | honestly think
the situation is quite severe."

Last summer, the government imposed the first electricitysaving order in 37 years for largelot users in
the service areas of Tokyo Electric Power Co. and Tohoku Electric Power Co. to battle power supply
constraints amid the crisk at Tokyo Electric's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant.

Edano said the government will explore ways to avoid taking such compulsory steps this summer until
the last minute.

Japan's last operating commercial nuclear reactor went offline Satlny for mandatory routine
maintenance, leaving the nation without atomiegenerated electricity for the first time in 42 years in the
wake of the Fukushima nuclear crisis 14 months ago.

As for who should take responsibility should mandatory restritions on electricity use and rolling
blackouts be implemented, Edano said that in a broad sense, the Fukushima crisis that made people lose
trust in nuclear power is behind such concerns.

"l think that is a responsibility that Japan's entire nucleapower policy over the past decades should

bear," he said, apparently including the policy implemented before the ruling Democratic Party of Japan's
ascent to power in 2009.

Energy-saving plans for summer
May 10, 2012

Panel warns of electricity shortages, power -saving requirements
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120510p2g00m0dm2116000c.html
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TOKYO (Kyodo}- A government panel of experts said Thursday that areas covered by three utilities,
including such major cities as Osaka, Fukuoka and Sapporo, are expected to face electricity shortages this
summer if all of Japan's nuclear reactorsemain idled and summer temperatures reach 2010 levels.

Electricity supply and demand is expected to be especially tight in Kansai Electric Power Co.'s service
area in western Japan, with the maximum demand there estimated to exceed the utility'spglly capacity
by 15.7 percent in August, the panel said in a draft summary report.

The government is expected to compile energgaving plans for the coming summer as early as next
week, by setting powersaving targets mainly for the regions coveredby the three utilities including
Kyushu Electric Power Co. and Hokkaido Electric Power Co.

For Kansai Electric's service area, the government will likely consider whether to issue an order to
restrict the use of electricity by companies.

The government presented to the panel's fifth meeting Thursday an estimate that if two offline reactors at
Kansai Electric's Oi nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture resume operation, the utility's power
shortage rate will narrow to 0.9 percent, backingts claim that restarting them is necessary.

The panel also estimated that areas covered by Kyushu Electric and Hokkaido Electric will face power
shortages of 3.7 percent and 3.1 percent, respectively.

As a result, supply of electricity bynine of Japan's 10 utilities is likely to fall short of maximum demand by
0.3 percent.

Given the severe electricity supply conditions after the Fukushima nuclear crisis, the panel said people's
further power -saving efforts as well as new systems to eifftively cut the use of electricity, such as the
introduction of a price menu that set higher electricity rates for peak hours, would be necessary.

The panel plans to finalize its summary report Saturday.

Amid heightened public concern over nuclear safety after the nuclear accident at Tokyo Electric Power
Co.'s Fukushima Daiichi power plant, no Japanese reactors that were halted for scheduled checkups have
been restarted.
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Japan's last operating comnercial nuclear reactor at Hokkaido Electric's Tomari plant went offline on
May 5 for mandatory routine maintenance, leaving the nation without atomigenerated electricity for the
first time in 42 years.

The government is trying to restart the Oplant's Nos. 3 and 4 reactors to cope with an expected rise in
electricity use this summer. But its efforts to regain public support for restarting the Oi reactors appear to
have made little headway in the wake of the world's worst nuclear crisis in 25 yes

Last year, power supply constraints in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear crisis resulted in rolling
blackouts and led the government's to issue its first electricigsaving order in 37 years in eastern Japan.

Just don't touch the ground, kid s

May 11, 2012

All Fukushima municipal primary schools to hold outdoor sports festivals
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120511p 2g00m0dmO015000c.html

FUKUSHIMA (Kyodo}- All 51 municipal elementary schools in the city of Fukushima will hold their
sports festivals outside this year, starting from Saturday, after twahirds held them indoors or canceled
them last year in the wake of the nuclear crisis triggered by the March earthquake and tsunami, the city's
education board said Thursday.

Each school decided to hold the annual event outsiddter the amount of radiation at school gronds was
reduced due to decontamination efforts, according to the education board.

Last year, only 18 of the schools held their sports events outdoors, while 11 canceled them and 22 held
them indoors due to radiation fears after the nuclear disaster at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima
Daiichi plant set off by the quake and tsunamiroMarch 11 last year.

Some of the schools will take measures to avoid possible radiation contamination to the students
by shortening the time schedule for the meet or canceling games that could force children to touch
the ground, such as tug of war , the education board said.

Japanese schools typically hold sports festivals in spring or fall outdoors. But many schools in the city of
Fukushima postponed the event to the fall last year and all of the festivals in spring were held in indoor

facilities.
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Summer "savings"

May 12, 2012

Power -saving to be requested for wide areas of Japan this summer
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/n ewsselect/news/20120512p2g00m0dm095000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo)- The government is considering asking companies and households in wide areas of
central and western Japan to cut electricity use by around 5 percent of the maximum demand recorded

during the very hot summer of 2010, sources close to thedge said Saturday.

The government may include such a policy in its energyaving plans for the upcoming summer to be
compiled in mid-May, even though the utilities serving those areas are expected to have enough capacity

to meet demand.

The government apparently aims for the utilities-- Chubu Electric Power Co., Hokuriku Electric Power
Co., Chugoku Electric Power Co. and Shikoku Electric Power-€tm provide electricity to Kansai Electric
Power Co., which is expected to be unable to mad#mand in its service area, according to the sources.

A government panel on the electricity supply and demand situation this summer said Saturday that
Kansai Electric's generation capacity is expected to be 14.9 percent below projected peak demand

August if two reactors at its Oi nuclear power complex in Fukui Prefecture remain offline.

The shortage rate will be even larger in July, according to the panel.

While the government plans to request a cut of around 20 percent from 2016vels in electricity usage in
the Kansai area, many of the panel's members think the supply of electricity by other utilities will likely

enable it not to order mandatory power conservation measures, the sources said.

In eastern Japan, the govement will set a reduction target of about 10 percent in the service area of
Hokkaido Electric Power Co. But in the areas served by Tohoku Electric Power Co. and Tokyo Electric
Power Co., which are recovering from the March 2011 natural and nuclear disasseit will not set

numerical power saving targets.
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Fishermen and radiation

May 12, 2012

Fishermen in disaster -stricken areas say life now far tougher than last year
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120512p2a00m0Ona015000c.html

ISHINOMAKI, Miyagi- Following the April 1 introduction of new safety standards that limit allowable
radioactive cesium in food to less than 100 becquerels per kilograrfishermen in many disasterstricken
areas are saying life is worse now than it was last year.

"The tsunami lastMarch was horrible, but life now is two, three times more difficult," uttered 59ear-old
Kenichi Suda, a fisherman from Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, as he stood amid piles of rubble still
remaining along the coast of the city over a year after the Mardi, 2011, disasters. "If only there were no
radiation problem," he said.

If the nuclear crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant had never taken place, Suda, who is
based some 100 kilometers from the damaged plant, would have been busghi now fishing for sand
lance, whose peak season is in spring.

However, despite the fact that radiation screenings on the fish conducted this January showed doses
below 100 becquerels per kilogram, Suda and other local fishermen belonging to a Iy prefectural
fishery cooperative reached the decision to refrain from fishing this spring due to fears of radioactive
contamination.

Suda, whose house was completely destroyed in last year's tsunami, managed to restart his fishing
business despie the enormous damage to local ports and fishing grounds following the disasters. This, he
says, has made the pain from the latest voluntary ban on fishing even worse.

"I wonder how long this (voluntary ban) will continue," he said. "We may eventily have to stop fishing
for other kinds of fish as well ..."

To make ends meet, Suda is currently working patime dividing wakame seaweed leaves, and doing
other temporary jobs.
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"l want to continue fishing here," he says. "The only thing we can do right now is keep working without
thinking too much."

In step with the government's new food safety standards that lowered the maximum allowable dose of
radiation per kilogram of food from 500 becquerels to 100 becquerels, the Miyagi Prefectural Government
in March increased the number of marine food samples subject to testing from last year's 20 per week to
100 per week.

As a result, radioactive doses far exceeding theew limit were detected in four kinds of local fish,

including sea bass, with the highest detected radiation dose of 360 becquerels per kilogram, and flounder,
which had a maximum detected radiation dose of 400 becquerels per kilograihe results led the Niyagi
Prefectural Government and prefectural fishery cooperatives to institute a selinposed ban on the fishing

of all four kinds of fish this season at specified fishing grounds.

Meanwhile, local fish markets within Miyagi Prefecture have takenarious steps to prevent fish
contaminated with radiation levels higher than permitted from spreading through the market, including
increasing available dosimeters and expanding radiation screenings on local marine products.

A fish market official says that despite efforts to assure product safety, however, many consumers,
particularly in western Japan, are still shying away from fish from Miyagi Prefecture.

"The only thing we can do is to inform our customers that ware addressing the matter conscientiously
through various ways, including radiation screenings," says Kunio Suno, the president of Ishinomaki Fish
Market.

Labor needed to clear rubble

May 12, 2012

Fukushima residents struggle with quak e rubble, lack of volunteers
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Volunteers scrape mud and rubble out of a gutter in the Odaka district of Minamisoma in Fukushima
Prefecture. (Mainichi)

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120512p2a00m0Ona010000c.html

MINAMISOMA, Fukushima- Evacuees who are now allowed to return home in the Fukushima Prefecture
city of Minamisoma are finding themselves with a shortage of volunteers to help them clear rubble. Many
other cities in the Tohoku region that were hard hiby the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami have
had over a year to deal with such problems.

With the exception of some parts of the city, the rgo designation on Minamisoma, a city greatly affected
by the quake, tsunami, and nuclear disastewas lifted over a year after the disasters on April 16, allowing
residents to enter the city freely.

Kazui Nagayama, 79, commutes everyddom his temporary housing facility to his home in the city's
Odaka district, which was engulfed by tsunami in March 2011. "My house is far from being cleaned up," he
says. "It's exhausting, both emotionally and physically. | want people to understand thaot all disaster

areas are the same; those that have been affected by the nuclear crisis are different."

From Tokyo's Katsushika Ward, Misae Komatsu, 42, visited Minamisoma with her father and husband
during the Golden Week holiday to volunteerdr rubble removal. They helped carry furniture caked in

mud out of homes and scraped mud out of gutters. "l was shocked to see that over a year after the quake
and tsunami, everything was still the way it was," Komatsu said of the untouched rubble.
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"I think there are people out there who don't know that there's still a need for volunteers who can help
with rubble removal," suggested Toshio Watanabe, a 5&ar-old volunteer from Chiba.

Currently, the Nakamachi Volunteer Center commissioned Bylinamisoma's Council of Social Welfare is
the only organization accepting volunteers to remove rubble in the area. The center says there were about
700 volunteers during the April 28 to May 6 "Golden Week" holiday, with one day seeing over 100
volunteers. Since May 7, however, the numbers have dropped to about a dozen per day.

Meanwhile, there is still a great demand among residents for assistance from volunteers. As of May 8,
residents of Minamisoma's Odaka district have lodged with the center 14 requests for help that would
require the manpower of some 420 people.

In an effort to alleviate the labor shortage, Minamisoma's Council of Social Welfare decided that
volunteers would be accepted through the city's life recovery volunteer center beginning May 18.

According to the Fukushima Disaster Volunteer Center, 84310 volunteers participated in activities in

the prefecture from March 12, 2011-- the day after the quake- through the month of April 2012. May
2011 saw the greatest number of volunteers, at 34,385 people. The figures plummeted after September,
however, with only 1,161 volunteers taking part in activities this past April.

A Fukushima Disaster Volunteer Center official points to a shift in the type of volunteer activities across
the prefecture, saying: "Immediately after the disasters, there waes high demand for rubble removal, but
now a lot of volunteer work is focused on supporting the everyday lives of people who are now living in
temporary housing facilities."

Who's to help KEPCO this summer?

May 13, 2012

Govt to ask users to conserve to help KEPCO
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120512003013.htm
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Govt’s planned request g

for power usage cuts : . O .- o

this summer ortage

‘Hokkaido Electric Power Co. -1.9% | 7~8%

Tohoku Electric Power Co. 3.8% | No numerical

Tokyo Electric Power Co. 4.5% targets

Total for 3 firms

in eastern Japan 4.0% | T

Kansai Electric Power Co. -14.9% 15~20% <@ Surplus
Chubu Electric Power Co. | 5.2% | 5% «++p power
Hokuriku Electric Power Co. 3.6% 5% «-P :‘i’ d::l 't’;°'
Chugoku Electric Power Co. 4.5% 5% **? KEPCO
Shikoku Electric Power Co.| _ 0.3% 5% - service
Kyushu Electric Power Co. -2.2% | 12% areas
Total for 6 firms o

in western Japan -2.8% g

Power surpluses and shortages are calculated on the assumption of a heat wave similar to that
of 2010 and that large-lot users will be asked to curb their consumption during peak hours
based on special contracts with utilities.

The government plans to ask householdsma businesses in the service areas of four electric power
companies in western Japan to cut electricity consumption by 5 percent this summer to assist in supplying
surplus electricity to Kansai Electric Power Coaccording to government sources.

Under the plan, users in the service areas of Chubu Electric Power Co., Hokuriku Electric Power Co.,
Chugoku Electric Power Co. and Shikoku Electric Power Co., which are thought to have surplus capacity,
will be asked to cut their power consumption. The siplus power from these utilities will be provided to
KEPCO's service area, which is expected to suffer serious power shortages this summer if nuclear power
reactors are not reactivated.

By setting the voluntary target,the government hopes to avoiccompulsory energy-saving measures, such
as an order to limit power consumption in KEPCO's service area.

The government plans to hold a meeting of the Energy and Environment Council, headed by Motohisa
Furukawa, state minister for national policy, as early as this week to make an official decision, the sources
said.
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