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INTRODUCTION

J'ai « découvert » I'écologie au début des années 70, croisant dans le méme temps la pollution, les
luttes paysannes et la malbouffe, la médecine qui avait (déja) perdu son ame, les mouvements
sociaux et bien sQr le nucléaire qui a occupé une grande partie de ma vie.

Apreés la catastrophe de mars 2011 au Japon, j’ai suivi chaque jour une partie des grands journaux
japonais anglophones pour essayer de sauvegarder un maximum d’articles ayant trait a Fukushima.
L'idée était de conserver une sorte d’archive accessible a tous, qu’ils soient écrivains, journalistes ou
tout simplement intéressés.

Le blog « Fukushima-is-still-news » a été poursuivi jusqu’en 2019. Ci-dessous, la conclusion parue le
jour ou j'ai décidé d’arréter mon blog.

End of March 2019: Time to stop this blog
29 Mars 2019
Rédigé par fukushima-is-still-news et publié depuis Overblog

I have been collecting and spreading information on the Fukushima disaster for more than 8 years.

More than ever I am convinced that the name of my blog « Fukushima-is-still-news » was aptly chosen. Or perhaps i
should have called it « Fukushima should still be news ». What i'm getting at is that i know the disaster is going on
and we cannot simply forget Fukushima and turn the page. But the mode of action I chose 8 years ago has its limits
and it is time for me to stop this blog.

I don’t want the contents to be lost, so I will try and publish the lot with the Editions de Fukushima so that the
information remains available online.

Good bye for now. I am not doing a disappearing act. I'm still there tracking what’s going on in the world of nukes.

C’est maintenant chose faite. Le blog fukushima-is-still-news est désormais disponible aux Editions de
Fukushima. Une fois de plus merci a mon ami Pierre, qui m’a convaincue a I'époque de tenir ce blog et
m’a aidée a le lancer.

Odile Girard

Avertissement

La mise en page de dizaines de milliers de pages étant trop fastidieuse, nous avons préféré dans un
premier temps éditer les volumes 7 a 16 sans mise en page particuliére plutét que de risquer de ne
jamais les éditer. Chacun de ces livres est donc, dans la version présente, constitué des articles du blog
copiés de maniére brute. Les articles sont disposés a priori chronologiquement. Nous nous excusons
donc pour I'absence de table des matiéres. La recherche peut toutefois facilement étre effectuée par
mot clé avec la fonction CRTL + F
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Lack of transparency update Feb 12,2012

February 12, 2012

TEPCO provided radiation map to U.S. before Japanese public
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120212p2g00m0dm019000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Tokyo Electric Power Co. provided a contamination survey map of its crippled
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant to the U.S. nuclear regulator nearly a month before its official disclosure to
the public in Japan in late April last year, company officials said.

The revelation follows a series of revelations that the government data from the System for Prediction of
Environmental Emergency Dose Information and the Japan Meteorological Agency's data on the projected
radiation spread were provided to the United States and other international institutes before disclosure of
the information in Japan.

TEPCO started making the map which described the amount of radiation at up to 150 spots around the
buildings in the power plant site on March 22 and provided it the same day to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission at the request of its staff members dispatched to Japan after the March 11 earthquake and
tsunami triggered the nuclear crisis, the officials said.

TEPCO officials and NRC staffers continued to share updated versions of the map almost every day via e-
mail, they said.

TEPCO only started providing the data to Japan's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency on March 23. It
waited until April 24 to make the map public, only after the media reported details of the map a day
before.

An official at TEPCO's public relations department said the company had provided data on the radiation
amount at the Fukushima No. 1 complex at press conferences even before the official disclosure of the
map, adding the utility "received advice" from the NRC.

February 11, 2012
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120210006779.htm

Govt to make TEPCO more transparent / 3 committees to oversee

management
The Yomiuri Shimbun

The government plans to require Tokyo Electric Power Co., operator of the crippled Fukushima No. 1
nuclear power plant, to introduce a committee governance structure to increase management
transparency.

The policy is included in the draft comprehensive special business plan, which will be compiled by the
government's Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund and TEPCO in March.

TEPCO Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata is set to resign to take responsibility for the nuclear crisis. His
successor will be recruited from outside the company to increase the transparency of TEPCO's
management.


http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120212p2g00m0dm019000c.html
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120210006779.htm

TEPCO tentatively decided Thursday to accept the fund's demand that it hold a one-third stake in the
utility through a capital injection using taxpayers' money.

With the veto power that comes with a one-third stake, the fund will be able to overturn decisions in
shareholders meetings concerning TEPCO's management policy.

The government decided TEPCO's opaque management practices--including high labor costs and
donations as part of its expenses that are used to determine electricity charges--need to be changed if the
utility is to regain public trust.

By making it possible for outside entities to oversee TEPCO's management system, the government aims
to make it easier to gain the public's understanding over using public funds to assist TEPCO.

In addition to introducing a committee system, the draft plan for new management will introduce an
internal company system to encourage TEPCO's internal divisions to compete with one another to reduce
costs.

Concerning a financial assistance scheme for TEPCO, the fund will inject 1 trillion yen as additional capital
while banks will loan a total of 1 trillion yen.

Alternatively, the banks could buy TEPCO's bonds, instead of extending loans.

To minimize the burden on the banks, hundreds of billions of yen out of the 1 trillion yen will be set aside
as a line of credit from which TEPCO would be able to borrow money when necessary.

The fund plans to present the scheme to banks in the near future.

On Thursday night, a TEPCO executive said, "We assume the government wants to hold at least one-third
[of a stake in TEPCO] through the injection of capital, as that percentage comes with veto power."
However, the government demands at least a majority of voting rights in TEPCO, which still leaves some
gaps between the two parties' positions.

Under the committee-company system, TEPCO will have three committees within the board of directors--
the nominating committee, which selects and dismisses members of the board; the audit committee
overseeing the work of board members; and the compensation committee, which determines board
members' salaries.

For all three committees, more than half of the members will be outside directors.

Under the system, executive officers will be appointed to carry out separate functions of business
operations from the board of directors, which oversees management.

(Feb. 11, 2012)

February 07,2012
Pro-nuclear energy town councillor's firm had 700 million yen in nuke plant

contracts

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120207p2a00m0na023000c.html

TAKAHAMA, Fukui -- A town assembly member here calling for the continuation of nuclear power is also
president of a company that has received at least 700 million yen in nuclear-related construction
contracts, it has been learned.

Akio Awano, 62, is vice-speaker of the municipal assembly of Takahama, which hosts a Kansai Electric
Power Co. nuclear plant. He is also part of a local organization promoting nuclear power plants.
According to the Fukui Prefectural Government and other sources, Awano's firm, a metal processing
company, has around 15 employees and earned about 200 million yen in fiscal 2010. It has an office in the
Takahama nuclear plant and has expanded its business on a diet of nuclear plant-related construction.


http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120207p2a00m0na023000c.html

Construction records show that Kansai Electric began contracting Awano's firm directly in the 1990s, and
has forked out some 536 million yen to the company for 67 jobs in the past five years. Furthermore,
Awano's company took 66 subcontracted jobs at the utility over the same period. Most local construction
businesses get at most about 15 power company jobs per year.

In September of last year, Awano submitted a written statement seeking continuation of nuclear power
generation, including the restart of Takahama plant reactors off-line for regular inspections. The
statement was approved by an overwhelming majority of the town assembly.

However, Fukui Gov. Issei Nishikawa has said, "Unless the national government submits new safety
standards reflecting the knowledge gained from the Fukushima nuclear disaster, [ cannot agree" to a
restart of the reactors. Oi and Mihama, two other towns in Fukui Prefecture also hosting nuclear facilities,
have not passed resolutions in favor of restarting reactors.

Awano has defended himself by saying, "I submitted the statement after looking at the country's energy
situation and judging that nuclear power is necessary. My actions as an assembly member and my
management of the company are completely separate, and I was not influenced by the construction
contracts.”

The No. 1, 2, and 4 reactors at the Takahama plant are off-line for inspections. In January Kansai Electric
submitted a safety evaluation of the No. 1 reactor to the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency, a
prerequisite for it to be restarted. The agency and the Nuclear Safety Commission of Japan will look at the
evaluation and Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda will make a decision on the restart based on local opinions.
Kansai Electric has declined to comment on individual contracts, saying only that its business partners are
"evaluated and registered in a fair manner, with the most appropriate company for a construction job
chosen and contracted.”

Click here for the original Japanese story

February 06, 2012

Nuke plant operators paid $2 bil. to localities
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120206_27.html

Newly disclosed documents show that nuclear power plant operators in Japan have paid more than 2
billion dollars to local authorities hosting their facilities over the past 4 decades.

NHK obtained information about the payments from 44 prefectures and municipalities based on the
information disclosure system.

The information shows that the payments have reached 2.1 billion dollars since construction of nuclear
plants began in the late 1960s.

Of the amount, Tokyo Electric Power Company which operates the disabled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
plant paid nearly 460 million dollars. Other utilities have continued making payments ever since the
accident at the plant.

Power companies pay the money to promote the construction of nuclear plants. Some local governments
ask for donations to invest the money in the regional economies.

The utilities view the payments as part of the cost of generating power and pass the expense on in utility
fees.
But an economy ministry panel said last week that the payments should not be counted as a cost.


http://mainichi.jp/select/today/archive/news/2012/02/07/20120207k0000m040116000c.html
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120206_27.html

Host communities have spent the money in various ways. They include public works projects, events and
scholarships as well as statues of animation characters and promotional videos.

The host communities also receive subsidies from the central government, but the payments decrease in
stages. Until 2003, they were only allowed to use the money to construct public facilities.

The payments are apparently convenient for some communities that are struggling to find ways to
maintain the facilities.

Kyushu men sent to Fukushima nuke plant under falsified labor deals
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120206p2a00m0na013000c.html

As efforts to tame the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant continue, laborers from as far as Kyushu
have been dispatched there under illegal labor deals and forced to work inside at least one of the crippled
plant's highly contaminated reactor buildings.

A man in his 40s from Nagasaki Prefecture recently related how he carried lead sheets weighing some 20
kilograms each up as high as the sixth floor of one building. A Geiger counter dangling from his neck
sounded noisily and his mask misted over as temperatures climbed above 30 degrees Celsius.

"I was really angry because | was treated like a slave,” Yosuke Nakayama, a pseudonym, said of his some
40 days at the Fukushima plant, starting in July last year.

The lead sheets were installed inside the plant's No. 1 reactor building to block radiation. Nakayama,
however, was not angry about the hard work, but about the treatment he received upon returning home
to Nagasaki.

He said he was paid 11,000 yen per day he worked for a company six layers down in a seven-layer
outsourcing pyramid, with only the top-tier firm receiving orders directly from plant operator Tokyo
Electric Power Co. He had been promised 14,000 yen per day, and had also been assured he would not
have to enter the reactor buildings.

When Nakayama demanded an explanation for the 3,000 yen difference, his subcontractor mentioned the
name of a Fukuoka-based crime syndicate.

"We don't care if yakuza show up," the contractor said, apparently threatening him.

A third-tier company to which Nakayama's employer dispatched laborers via two other firms has been
slapped with administrative punishments twice for its ties to crime syndicates.

Contacted by the Mainichi, Nakayama's employer acknowledged the dispatch of workers without a
license. "We received about 13,000 yen from a fifth-tier firm and we'd lose money unless we deduct
expenses," the company said.

Businesspeople familiar with the Kyushu Electric Power Co.'s Genkai Nuclear Power Plant in Saga
Prefecture say a significant number of laborers have been sent to Fukushima.

A utility work firm in Saga has been recruiting laborers from across Kyushu since last December,
ostensibly for work at nuclear plants in Kyushu and Shikoku. The names of about 20 laborers are written
on the firm's white board, along with their destination: "Fukushima No. 1."

An executive of the firm says it started sending laborers to Fukushima in response to requests from its
business partners. "People from Kyushu are in demand because they're serious. We will send them again
if requested.”


http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120206p2a00m0na013000c.html

A Saga man in his 30s did a job similar to Nakayama's at the Fukushima plant after being dispatched from
a seventh-tier firm. He contacted the company after seeing a posting at a job-placement office and got the
Fukushima job.

He received about 300,000 yen for some 40 days of work, and absorbed a radiation dose of some 10
millisieverts. "There are no jobs in my hometown, so it can't be helped," he says, adding he is waiting for
another Fukushima assignment.

February 04, 2012

Falsified labor deals rampant at Japan's nuke plants, says suspect
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120204p2a00m0na016000c.html

A power plant construction and maintenance firm has falsified worker contracts for temporary labor at
nuclear plants across Japan for years, according to statements by one of the company's employees charged
with involvement in the fraudulent agreements.

Hideo Ichise, 58, and two other people were indicted on Feb. 2 for the dispatch of a worker to the Oi
nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture under a false contract, a violation of the Employment Security Law.
Ichise's employer Taihei Dengyo Kaisha Ltd. -- where he now serves as business manager after a stint as
the firm's Oi operations chief -- along with Fukui Prefecture-based plumbing company Takada Kiko were
also charged.

Investigators have discovered a dossier on falsified worker contracts at more than 30 Taihei Dengyo
branches, further suggesting the firm has been involved in illicit labor deals involving nuclear power
plants across the country.

Police have furthermore discovered cases of various personnel agencies siphoning off the wages of
temporary workers at nuclear plants, while involvement of the Kitakyushu-based crime syndicate Kudo-
kai has also been uncovered.

According to investigative sources, Ichise said, "We have participated in (illicit nuclear labor practices at
the Oi plant) for many years. We have been doing the same thing at other nuclear power plants."

Taihei Dengyo's operating officer was also quoted as telling police, "Our company alone cannot hire many
workers, so we (falsified labor contracts) knowing it was illegal.”

Other sources involved in work at nuclear power plants have provided similar information, including one
Saga Prefecture man in his 50s who worked at the Genkai Nuclear Power Plant there during regular
inspections about three years ago. He was dispatched to a construction company by a temp agent called
simply "boss." Although there was ostensibly a contract with the construction company and the man
worked directly under a construction company employee, "boss" apparently took 5,000 yen out of his
13,000-yen daily wage.

A year earlier, the Saga man had also worked at the Genkai plant during a regular check as an employee of
an electrical firm for about two months. A fellow worker in his 50s had to take more than two weeks off
after injuring his ankle at the plant but had to pay his own medical bills.

In this case, the Saga man worked under the guise of the electrical firm. "There were gangsters among
those bosses, and sometimes two bosses raked off my wages," the Saga man recalls.

A temporary personnel agency operator says, "Parent companies send us requests for a certain number of
workers, and we submit a list of people who then go and work under those parent companies at nuclear
power plants. We give the workers their wages after deducting our share." Another agent told the
Mainichi, "There are times when gangsters are involved in recruiting workers. It is easy for us to hire them
because they save us the trouble.”


http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120204p2a00m0na016000c.html

[t is not clear why such unlawful labor practices have been overlooked. An inspector at a labor standards
office stated, "It is very difficult to get a full picture of the labor practices at nuclear power plants because
corporate parent-subsidiary relations change depending on their line of work. It is also difficult to conduct
surprise on-site inspections of nuclear power plants because advance notification is necessary as part of
antiterrorism measures."

Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano instructed electric power companies to abide by the
law and bar crime syndicates from involvement in work at nuclear power plants. However Takayoshi
Yoroi, a professor emeritus of labor law at Ryukoku University, says, "Falsified labor contracts have been
rampant for so long. If the government is dead serious about stamping them out, nuclear power plants will
stop running. Power companies and general contractors simply have to directly hire workers, but I
wonder if they have the determination to do so."

Click here for the original Japanese story

February 03, 2012

Indictment of contractors exposes illicit work at nuke plants
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120203p2a00m0na018000c.html

FUKUOKA -- Three people and two firms were indicted Feb. 2 on charges of dispatching a worker to the Oi
Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture under a falsified contract in violation of the Employment Security
Law.

Those indicted by the Kokura Local Public Prosecutors Office are Hideo Ichise, 58, of Tsuruga, Fukui
Prefecture, Yoshimi Tomita, 59, of Maizuru, Kyoto Prefecture, and Kanae Ikegami, 36, of Kitakyushu's
Wakamatsu Ward. Prosecutors also indicted Taihei Dengyo Kaisha Ltd., a Tokyo-based power plant
construction and maintenance firm, and Takada Kiko, a plumbing firm in Takahama, Fukui Prefecture.
The Kokura Summary Court on Feb. 2 fined Ichise and Tomita and the two firms 500,000 yen each and
Ikegami 250,000 yen. Ichise is the Fukui business manager of Taihei Dengyo, and he previously served as
the firm's Oi operation chief. Tomita is president of Takada Kiko while Ikegami is an executive of Dream,
previously known as Soshin Kogyo, a plumbing and housing equipment firm. She is also the wife of a gang
leader with ties to the Kitakyushu-based crime syndicate Kudo-kai.

"Many documents showing illegal labor were found, one after another, during our search. They proved
many years of shady deals," says a senior officer with the Fukuoka Prefectural Police. The case sheds light
on not just one firm or one nuclear power plant but the nuclear power industry as a whole.
Sixty-one-year-old Masaki Yoshimura (pseudonym) in Kitakyushu was dispatched to many nuclear power
plants in Japan while working for a construction company for a period of 14 years that ended seven years
ago. There were many companies involved in his work between his employer and general contractors
such as nuclear power plant manufacturers. One of those companies was Taihei Dengyo.

Repairing plumbing was the main part of his job, but instructions came from different companies
depending on which nuclear power plants he was working at. Electric power companies, operators of
nuclear power plants, paid general contractors a daily pay of 100,000 yen, but Yoshimura got only 18,000
yen. More than 80 percent of his daily wage was siphoned off.

"It's the world of siphoning off. It's a system in which big companies make money handsomely," he says.
The nuclear job scandal involving Taihei Dengyo uncovered the fact that illegal labor supports nuclear
power businesses. Fake contracts and unlicensed dispatches of workers are peppered with acts of
siphoning off pay. These practices have put laborers in an unstable position and invited crime syndicates'
involvement.

10
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"The Geiger counters quickly sound, so you can't work for so long. Fifty to 100 people have to work
together. People at the bottom of society are there,” Yoshimura says.

Radiation zones are divided into a scale from A to D, and workers assigned to D, the highest radiation
zone, have to wear protective gear and layers of gloves. "Competent workers brought with them other
workers' Geiger counters so they would not to exceed the dosage limits and to improve their work
efficiency,” Yoshimura said.

Stopping a nuclear reactor for just one day reportedly results in a loss to the owner of 100 million yen. A
retired electric power company official says, "Electric power companies have repeatedly requested
shorter inspections. But to shorten checks without changing the number of items to inspect, you have to
either cut corners or force workers to work throughout the night," he says.

According to the Japan Nuclear Energy Safety Organization, about 90 percent of some 83,000 nuclear
power plant workers who were exposed to radiation in fiscal 2009 were not employed directly by nuclear
power plant operators. Their average radiation dosage was 3.6 times the level suffered by
employees of those operators.

The Committee on Poverty of the Japan Federation of Bar Associations last year conducted a survey of
nuclear power plant workers. Lawyer Tatsuo Watanabe, a member of the committee, says, "From an
ethical point of view, we should check unlawful labor at nuclear power plants that is being done for
economical reasons.”

More than 1,000 workers are necessary for a regular inspection of a nuclear reactor, but postings for these
jobs do not show up at job-placement offices. Most part-time nuclear workers find employment through
personal connections and introductions. A labor bureau official says: "(The connections) are extra careful
to not hurt the electric power companies. Those with strong personal connections have strong solidarity
and are tightlipped. They are in a world of their own."

February 01, 2012

Editorial: Nuclear regulatory reform must weed out entrenched interests
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120201p2a00m0na004000c.html

Bills relating to a shift in the nation's nuclear power policy were approved by the Cabinet on Jan. 31. In
addition to the establishment of a new nuclear regulatory agency under the Environment Ministry, the
government is aiming to legislate the lifespan of nuclear reactors, and require plant operators to outline
specific measures against severe nuclear accidents.

Significant harm has been done by allowing the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA), an
administrative body tasked to regulate nuclear power safety, to exist under the umbrella of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), a major promoter of nuclear power. Divorcing nuclear regulation
from nuclear promotion and centralizing regulatory duties into one agency stands to reason. Changing the
agency's name from the originally proposed "nuclear power safety agency" to "nuclear power regulatory
agency" is likewise pertinent, considering the new agency's nature.

However, the mere alteration of a name and rearrangement of an organization will not result overnight in
a highly independent agency specializing in regulation. Because many of the new agency staff members
are likely to come from NISA, specific measures are necessary to secure the independence of the new
body.

It remains unclear how a nuclear safety investigation committee, envisaged in one of the bills approved by
the Cabinet, will contribute toward ensuring the safety of nuclear power. Since the Cabinet Office's
Nuclear Safety Commission (NSC) lost the confidence of the Japanese public over its response to the

11
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ongoing nuclear disaster, the new committee cannot expect to gain it back without demonstrating its
independence and competence.

The handling of the continuing nuclear crisis has been problematic particularly due to the government's
lack of readiness, which has generated suspicions that the disaster could have been mitigated had the
government been more capable of crisis management. Crisis management will be an important duty of the
new regulatory agency, and must be attended to adequately.

Meanwhile, some things have slipped through the centralization of regulatory responsibilities. Safety
research conducted by the Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) and the inspections and other safeguards
implemented by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology to prevent the
diversion of nuclear material toward the production of nuclear weapons will not fall under the jurisdiction
of the new regulatory agency. It remains to be seen how these tasks will be integrated into the new
scheme.

Included in the latest bills are the designation of a 40-year lifespan for nuclear reactors and the
implementation of "back-fit" measures that would hold existing reactors to the latest technological
standards. The government claims that the combination of these two mandates would make it extremely
difficult for reactors to continue running more than 40 years. The bills, however, include special
exemptions allowing reactors to operate for up to 60 years. Stringent criteria must be set to prevent
"exceptions" from undermining the rule.

We hope also that the proposed legal reforms lead to a stronger nuclear disaster prevention scheme. In
the case of the Fukushima disaster, the off-site emergency response center failed to function. A
fundamental review of Japan's nuclear crisis preparedness is imperative. Along with an expansion of
disaster protection zones emphasizing nuclear disaster countermeasures, there is a pressing need to
reassess national and regional disaster prevention plans.

Numerous corporations and organizations make up the national framework that had heretofore promoted
nuclear power, and their role in "amakudari” -- literally "descent from heaven," referring to the practice of
former bureaucrats taking advisory posts in industries they previously regulated -- has been pointed out.
For effective regulations to gain ground, it is important to extend reform to such organizations with
entrenched interests.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Money and nukes Feb 13, 2012

February 13, 2012

Professor who promoted lenient standards for nuclear containers received

donations

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120213p2a00m0na018000c.html

A Tokyo Institute of Technology professor received a large amount of donations from engineering firm
OCL Corp. before he promoted lenient inspection standards for spent nuclear fuel casks that the company
produced, the Mainichi has learned.

Professor Masanori Aritomi was the driving force behind the standards, which favored OCL Corp. The
Atomic Energy Society of Japan (AES]) adopted the standards for inspections of transportation casks.
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The finding highlights campaigns by proponents of the so-called "nuclear village" establishment to adopt
such lax standards -- rather than the national standards -- to their advantage.

According to minutes of the AES]'s deliberations and people familiar with the issue, the AES] decided on
the inspection standards, also known as "AES] standards," to apply to the safe design and inspections of
transportation casks for spent fuel, new mixed oxide fuel and high-level radioactive waste. After soliciting
opinions from the public, the government will formally set new standards this year.

The AES] normally comes up with its own atomic energy-related standards after a sectional committee
writes a draft that is then checked by experts and standards committees. The society's panel on nuclear
fuel transportation casks began deliberations in 2010. The deliberations were held at OCL's conference
room and the draft was drawn up by a member of the panel from OCL.

Aritomi served as head of the panel on transportation casks and its umbrella organization, the nuclear
fuel cycle department. He also took on the position of deputy chairman of the decision-making standards
committee.

Tokyo Institute of Technology records show that Aritomi received a total of 14.85 million yen in
scholarship donations from OCL between fiscal 2006 and 2010. Another researcher, a Tokyo Institute of
Technology associate professor and a member of the sectional committee, received a 1 million yen
scholarship donation in fiscal 2010.

The deliberations focused on whether heat transfer inspections to check how heat stemming from spent
nuclear fuel would be transmitted to casks should be conducted on all new casks. The AES] draft says
sample inspections are acceptable so long as cask manufacturers have a good track record, but the
Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) is demanding inspections of all transportation casks. During
a meeting of experts in June last year, a safety examiner from NISA expressed the agency's opposition to
sample inspections.

In spite of the opposition, however, the lenient inspection standards were approved by an overwhelming
majority through balloting by members of the standards committee between Dec. 23 last year and Jan. 19
this year, with only a member from NISA dissenting. A member from the Japan Nuclear Energy Safety
Organization abstained.

According to experts familiar with transportation casks, a large transportation cask can store as many as
38 spent nuclear fuel rods. Heat transfer inspections impose a heavy financial burden on the
manufacturers because the number of electric heaters they have to install has to match the number of
spent nuclear fuel rods.

Aritomi told the Mainichi he has no intention of deliberately siding with OCL.

"If all transportation casks are checked, shipments will slow down and the processing of spent fuel will
not progress,” he said. "We, the AES], determined that sample inspections were OK."

However, when asked about his involvement in the entire decision-making process, he said, "It cannot be
helped if suspicion is raised over my neutrality. | think I should resign at least as the head of the sectional
committee or deputy chairman of the standards committee."

Nevertheless, Aritomi also argued: "Unlike nuclear reactors, the transportation cask is not something
which you can write a thesis about, and there are not many researchers. I realized there were many
problems with the deliberation structure, but there were few people who could get involved."

OCL Managing Director Kazuo Kawakami dismissed any suspicions arising over the issue, saying, "The
committee is operating in accordance with the principles of fairness, justice and openness, and does not
cause any suspicion."

A NISA official commented, "Transportation casks should be subject to tough standards because they are
transported near citizens. We cannot adopt the (AES]) standards as government standards."
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Aritomi was appointed as an adviser to the Cabinet Secretariat by then Prime Minister Naoto Kan shortly
after the outbreak of the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant.
Click here for the original Japanese story

Government approves additional funds for TEPCO
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120213_29.html

Japan's industry minister has warned Tokyo Electric Power Company, operator of the troubled
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, that it must accept state control in order to get a capital injection.

Yukio Edano told TEPCO President Toshio Nishizawa on Monday that the company will not receive public
money unless the government gets adequate voting rights in return.

He said the government will not otherwise accept the business revival plan the utility is to submit by the
end of March. TEPCO needs a large amount of financial aid to cover compensation payments to victims of
the nuclear disaster at the plant and for alternative thermal power generation in place of nuclear energy.

Nishizawa said TEPCO will bear the government's requirement in mind in working out its revival plan.

The president told reporters after the meeting that his company will discuss details of a capital injection
request with a government-backed organization for the victims.

Providing that it acquires the voting rights, the government has decided to give the utility nearly 9-
billion dollars in additional financial aid to be used for compensation payments. The money is
separate from the proposed capital injection fund for TEPCO.

Government's responsibility - but to what extent ?

February 14, 2012

Editorial: Govt' must be aware of responsibilities if it takes over TEPCO
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120214p2a00m0na005000c.html
Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano has approved additional financial assistance of some
690 billion yen for the troubled Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), the operator of the Fukushima No. 1
Nuclear Power Plant, to provide funds for the massive compensations for nuclear disaster-induced
damage. Apart from this, the government is poised to inject public funds into the utility to place it under
virtual state control and prevent the firm from becoming insolvent. The minister's approval had been
delayed due to rows between the utility and the government over the latter's demand to share TEPCO's
management rights.

If the unproductive conflict between the government and the utility lingers on and results in a delay in
compensating the victims of the nuclear catastrophe, however, the situation will turn into a case of the tail
wagging the dog. If the government is to share TEPCO's management rights by injecting public funds, the
government needs to be aware of its responsibility to take on the task of bringing the nuclear crisis under
control at an early date, rescuing nuclear disaster victims and maintaining a stable energy supply.
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Following the government's approval of the additional financial assistance, TEPCO released its settlement
for April-December 2011, in which the utility incurred some 620 billion yen in net losses -- due mainly to
increased fuel costs following the suspension of nuclear power plants. If it were not for the injection of
public funds, the utility would likely turn insolvent in the business year ending March 2013. That is why a
capital injection at the 1-trillion-yen level has been under consideration.

Because TEPCO's total market value currently stands at some 320 billion yen, the government would be
able to acquire up to three-fourths of its management rights by investing 1 trillion yen into the flagging
company. If the government acquires more than two-thirds of TEPCO's management rights, the
government would be entitled to making such key managerial decisions as restructuring. Industry
Minister Edano demanded of TEPCO President Toshio Nishizawa that the utility hand over "sufficient
voting rights" to the government as a precondition for the additional financial support. It appears that the
government is aiming to take over a certain managerial control of the utility by acquiring a majority of its
voting rights, after which it would push through a reform of the entire energy system, including separating
electricity generation and transmission.

TEPCO, meanwhile, has been opposing the handing over of its management rights to the government.
President Nishizawa stated as he released the utility's settlement, "We will discuss the issue by taking the
industry minister's ideas into full consideration.”

What significance, however, does this tug-of-war between the government and the utility have? They
need to be reminded that the aim of providing financial support for TEPCO is to bring the nuclear
crisis under control at an early date, compensating the nuclear disaster victims swiftly and
maintaining a stable energy supply.

TEPCO is poised to draw up a comprehensive special business plan incorporating the injection of public
funds by the end of March, in conjunction with the Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund. While it
goes without saying that TEPCO is required to do its utmost to streamline its management, the
government also needs to bear due responsibility as an investor in the utility.

However, there are also discrepancies within the government over its attempt to acquire a majority of
TEPCO's voting rights, with the Finance Ministry opposed to the move on the grounds that it could
increase the government's financial burden for decommissioning nuclear reactors and compensating
nuclear disaster victims. As long as there is a conflict of opinions within the government over taking over
the responsibility for the nuclear disaster and its aftermath, we can't be sure if the government can be
tasked with TEPCO's management.

Unless TEPCO reactivates idled nuclear reactors and raises utility bills, the company is estimated to take
only a year to use up the one trillion yen to be injected by the government, because of increased fuel costs.
There is also a limit to the effectiveness of the government entirely taking over the utility and downsizing
it. The government is urged to exercise its responsibility in settling the structural problems if taxpayers’
money is to be injected to bring the utility under state control.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Govt and TEPCO play tug-of-war over voting rights
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120214_17.html

Difficult negotiations between the Japanese government and the operator of the tsunami-hit nuclear plant
over voting rights of the company will soon begin in earnest.
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Tokyo Electric Power Company wants the government to have less say over the funds it provides the firm.

Industry minister Yukio Edano told TEPCO President Toshio Nishizawa on Monday the government
would not accept the company's business revival plan unless it gets adequate voting rights. The plan
includes an injection of public funds to boost the firm's finances.

Some government officials think it should have majority voting rights over the company if it is to receive
public funds.

Others say over two-thirds voting rights is necessary, to allow the government to veto all proposals at a
general shareholders meeting.

TEPCO seeks to minimize state control, saying it wants to maintain autonomy as a private firm.

Some inside the government support TEPCO's stance. They worry about the huge responsibility the
government may bear in compensating victims and decommissioning the plant.

Agreement on funding and voting rights is urgent for TEPCO as it forecasts a net loss of nearly 9 billion
dollars for the business year through March. It could also affect financing from banks.

Transparency (lack of) again

Japan official faults nuke design, defends secrecy
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120215p2g00m0dm015000c.html

TOKYO (AP) -- The government official who outlined Japan's worst-case scenario for the unfolding
nuclear disaster last March defended how his study, warning that millions of people might have to flee,
was kept secret.

Authorities would have had as much as a week or two to expand the evacuation zone if the worst-case
scenario had started to unfold, said Shunsuke Kondo, who heads the Japan Atomic Energy Commission
that helps set government nuclear policy.

But he also acknowledged Tuesday that the design for the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant had
been faulty and he had not expected the "Chernobyl-style disaster" that occurred.

Kondo was commissioned by then-Prime Minister Naoto Kan to write the worst-case scenario on what
might happen after the March 11 tsunami crippled the plant and caused three reactors to melt down.
But fearing widespread panic, officials kept secret the 15-page document he delivered March 25. It was
obtained by The Associated Press last month.

The document said evacuation zones possibly would have to be expanded, including the Tokyo area with
a population of 35 million people, if massive radiation began to leak from the plant, 230 kilometers (140
miles) from the capital.

Workers ultimately were able to bring the reactors under control.
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But at the time, just two weeks after the disaster, it was unclear whether emergency measures would
succeed, and an aftershock or another tsunami could have set off explosions and leaks at the crippled
plant.

Kondo, 69, a former engineering professor at the prestigious University of Tokyo, said the government
responded properly to his scenario, which he prefers be called "contingency," instead of "worst-case."

"Thinking of contingencies is Common Sense Crisis Management 101," said Kondo, while noting the
secrecy decision was not his but politicians'.

"Implementing cost-effective measures was the proper response,” he told The Associated Press at his
office in a rare interview.

Nearly a year after the disaster, the probability of the nuclear crisis spiraling out of control was tiny,
according to Kondo, a stately looking man with white hair and sharp eyes.

The only task left undone from his scenario is relatively minor [??]-- covering the pools of spent nuclear
fuel rods sitting next to each reactor at Fukushima Dai-ichi, he said.

Spent fuel rods are still highly radioactive. Hydrogen explosions blew apart two of six containment
buildings at Fukushima.

Kondo's scenario had warned the radiation equivalent of two reactor cores might leak if the spent fuel
started to burn.

Now, the rods are immersed in water and are stable.

Kondo, a longtime advocate of atomic technology as clean energy, acknowledged the design of Fukushima
Dai-ichi had been faulty.

It failed in crucial "venting," to release pressure and prevent explosions, spreading radiation into the
environment in what Kondo likened to the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.

Kondo had erroneously expected problems at a Japan plant to be like the Three Mile Island accident,
where radiation leakage was limited.

"That was our biggest mistake," he said.

Decades will now be needed before Fukushima Dai-ichi can be fully decommissioned.

Authorities evacuated 59,000 residents within 20 kilometers (12 miles) of the Fukushima plant.
Thousands more left other towns later.

Kondo still has sleepless nights.

"I can't sleep when I think of all those people who had to evacuate, all those mothers worried for their
children," he said.

update on government-TEPCO battle, Feb 15

February 15, 2012

Govt, TEPCO battle over management rights
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120214005775.htm

Takeo Miyazaki and Kunihiko Yasue / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers

A fierce tug-of-war between the government and Tokyo Electric Power Co. over the utility's management
is becoming more apparent as the government seeks a level of control over the company.
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On Monday, Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano urged TEPCO President Toshio
Nishizawa to concede the company's management rights to the government.

However, TEPCO has not changed its unyielding stance that the company should remain private, not
government-run.

The fight between the government and TEPCO is making the prospects of solving important issues, such
as rate hikes and management reform, unclear.

"I have no intention to approve injecting public funds [to TEPCO] while it does not give the government
voting rights proportionate to the amount of money it provides,” Edano said at Monday's talks with
Nishizawa.

"The [finance] minister's stance is not something we can take lightly. However, to utilize the power of
private enterprise is essential in the business world, and the electricity industry is no exception. We want
to carefully discuss [management rights] before drawing a conclusion,” Nishizawa said after the meeting.
The government plans to obtain a certain amount of TEPCO shares after injecting about 1 trillion yen in
public funds to the power company. The point of contention is the proportion of voting rights the
government would acquire. Edano plans to obtain at least a majority of voting rights, and, if possible,
intends to acquire two-thirds of voting rights. The minister is believed to have the aim of taking over
TEPCO's management and taking the initiative in reforming it. In the end, this could pave the way for
separating power generation from power transmission and distribution--all of which are presently
handled by utilities.

However, TEPCO has resisted conceding unconditionally to Edano's requests.

TEPCO's bottom line is to maintain its status as a private enterprise with management independence.
TEPCO is able to maintain a hard-line stance because the government does not have a unified opinion on
the amount of voting rights it should have.

On Monday, Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura distanced himself from Edano's remarks on voting
rights. "His remarks have not achieved consensus in the government," Fujimura said at a press conference
Monday.

Observers say Edano's remarks reflect his irritation with TEPCO's unyielding stance. The economy
minister tried to break the impasse by also taking a tough stand with the utility, the observers said.

TEPCO's electricity rate hike plan

One of the major reasons Edano hardened his attitude toward TEPCO is the company's plan to raise
electricity rates without consulting the government.

In January, TEPCO announced it would seek an average 17 percent increase in electricity charges for
corporate users without sufficiently explaining the plan to Edano.

Earlier, the power company had announced its intention to raise electricity charges for households,
although the government had not yet decided its stance on the issue. The announcement created a stir in
the government.

Earlier this month, the economy ministry asked power companies to revise their methods of calculating
household electricity charges. The ministry asked the companies to lower the wage levels they used in
calculating labor costs, which are significantly higher than wage levels of ordinary companies.

The current method for calculating the electricity rate for households is to first add up all costs--including
labor and fuel costs--and then decide on an amount of profit to be added.

The ministry also asked power companies to exclude donations to industry organizations in calculating
electricity rates.
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The power companies' review on calculating rates for households is expected to end by summer.
Nishizawa has suggested the power company would reduce the average 17 percent rise in electricity rates
for large-lot users--factories and offices--after the summer. Observers said Nishizawa intends to secure a
profit through the 17 percent increase, and then reduce rates.

However, TEPCO's plan provoked an angry backlash from the Tokyo metropolitan government, other
local governments and private companies. Edano is demanding the utility reflect the company's revised
cost calculations as soon as possible in deciding rates for corporate users.

"I would like to ask [TEPCO] to promise the review on calculating the cost will be reflected in charges for
corporate users," Edano said Monday.

However, Nishizawa refrained from making a firm commitment to Edano. "There has been a lack of
explanation to corporate users [on electricity rate hikes]. We'll improve the situation and explain the
matter thoroughly," he said.

Reconstruction plan still vague

The utility plans to draw up its business reconstruction plan in March.

Edano has urged TEPCO to show the details of the "new" TEPCO in the reconstruction plan. However,
details of the plan are still unclear.

According to sources, a proposal to introduce a committee governance structure to increase management
transparency will be included in the plan. However, it is not clear how much Edano, who is demanding
bolder steps from TEPCO, will see his intentions reflected in the reconstruction plan.

"I would like to ask [TEPCO] to recognize that the company is starting afresh, and to clearly show [in the
reconstruction plan] that it will take bold steps in restructuring its business and changing company
mentality,” Edano said.

"We are now discussing a new style for our company, but there are ideas that need to be developed--we
want to reveal the details in the reconstruction plan,” Nishizawa said.

Takashi Shimada, director general of the Nuclear Damage Liability Fund, was not optimistic. "It is
uncertain how much the government can do [to reform TEPCO] as a creditor and within the framework of
the current electricity system," Shimada said.

Why the rush ?

February 21,2012
Experts criticize Nuclear Safety Agency
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120221_11.html

Japan's nuclear safety agency has been criticized by its own panel of experts for rushing to approve stress
tests for halted nuclear reactors.

The Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency last week gave its first nod of approval for the test results on 2
reactors at the Ohi nuclear plant in western Japan.

The agency reached the conclusion after cutting off debate by the panel of experts days earlier.

At the panel's meeting on Monday, Professor Emeritus Hiromitsu Ino of the University of Tokyo said
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discussions hadn't been exhausted, and he feels deceived.

Masashi Goto, a lecturer at the Shibaura Institute of Technology, said the panel's job is to fully review
plant safety to prevent another nuclear accident.

Goto said he cannot understand why the agency was rushing to reach a conclusion.

An agency official pointed out that the experts' panel had met 8 times since last November. He said the
agency thought conditions were met to endorse the results at the Ohi nuclear plant.

Having a stress test approved is a key step for restarting the country's nuclear reactors. Most of them
were halted for regular inspections after the March 11th disaster.
Tuesday, February 21,2012 10:17 +0900 (JST)

More "nuclear money"
February 23,2012

Assembly member realtor's high rent for factory linked to promotion of nuclear

power
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120223p2a00m0na008000c.html

TAKAHAMA, Fukui -- A town assembly member who runs a real estate company has received unusually
high rent from a subsidiary of Kansai Electric Power Co. (KEPCO), apparently in return for promoting the
utility's nuclear power plant in the town, it has been learned.

Tomio Yamamoto, 53, a member of the Takahama Town Assembly in Fukui Prefecture and president of
OHC Fukui, a real estate company in the town, received over 100 million yen from a subsidiary of KEPCO
for renting an unused factory over four years until fiscal 2010. The subsidiary firm used the factory as
storage.

The town of Takahama is home to KEPCO's Takahama Nuclear Power Plant, which has four nuclear
reactors.

According to the revelations, senior officials of the Takahama Municipal Government solicited KEPCO to
make the property contract with OHC Fukui, in which the rent was set at almost twice the standard in the
area, according to realtor sources.

In September last year, Yamamoto cooperated with the town assembly's proposal for an opinion
statement seeking the reactivation of the nuclear power plant -- setting another example of local assembly
members receiving "nuclear money" for promoting nuclear energy projects.

The opinion statement was proposed by Akio Awano, 62, vice speaker of the town assembly, and was
endorsed by Yamamoto and two other town assembly members before it was submitted to the assembly.
The proposal eventually passed the assembly in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear disaster in March last
year.

According to the town hall and other insider sources, Yamamoto established a company to produce new
material from used tires in 2004, for which he built a factory on the approximately 5,910-square-meter
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land lot he purchased from the town for 88.65 million yen. However, the project failed and the factory
became out of use.

Although it has not been clear how much money was paid in rent to the real estate company in fiscal
2007, 50 million yen was paid to the firm annually by the KEPCO subsidiary from fiscal 2008 to 2010,
according to the sources.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Tokyo conference on Fukushima

February 24,2012

Foreign nuclear experts discuss Fukushima
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120224_36.html

Foreign nuclear experts are discussing the Fukushima nuclear accident at a conference in Tokyo.

The Japanese government panel investigating the disaster is sponsoring the 2-day conference as part of
efforts to verify what happened.

The panel invited 5 experts from abroad, including the head of the French Safety Authority, Andre-Claude
Lacoste, and Richard Meserve, a former chairman of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Most speakers said the operators are primarily responsible for dealing with nuclear plant accidents. But
they added that in the case of Fukushima, it was unclear which roles the Japanese government and Tokyo
Electricity Power Company were playing.

The experts noted the importance of truthful disclosure of information. They said the Japanese
government should have frankly admitted to lacking certain knowledge. They also said that if the public

trusts the government, no confusion will arise over information it supplies.

On Saturday, the 5 experts are due to discuss how the investigation into the Fukushima disaster should
proceed.

The Japanese government panel in December issued an interim briefing on the Fukushima disaster. It will
use the experts' opinions in drawing up a final report, which is expected to be issued by late July.

Call for greater transparency
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U.S. frustrated at lack of information from Japan after disaster
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120224p2g00m0dm024000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- A U.S. official, who was sent to Japan shortly after last March's earthquake and tsunami
as head of a Nuclear Regulatory Commission team to see what was happening with the nuclear disaster,
recently recalled the frustration the U.S. side felt over the lack of information from Japan in the early days
of the crisis.

Nuclear regulator Charles Casto told Kyodo News in a telephone interview from Atlanta this week that the
Japanese government did not accept the United States' offer to permanently station nuclear experts at the
prime minister's office and indicated that it was 10 days after the March 11 disaster that communication
between the two countries became smooth.

Casto also said the NRC had predicted that a radioactive plume from the crippled Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant could reach as far as 38 kilometers northwest of the plant in Fukushima Prefecture.

Based on the estimate as well as opinions in the U.S. military, which had been concerned over the slight
rise in radiation levels at the U.S. Navy's Yokosuka base in Kanagawa Prefecture, he said the U.S.
government issued an advisory for nationals to evacuate from areas within 80 km of the plant -- roughly
double the projected figure.

Casto, who arrived in Japan days after the disaster, said one of the first issues his team had to handle was
evacuating U.S. citizens and "ensuring immediate action to get water on the spent fuel pools and the
reactors."

But the team's efforts hit a snag as Japan rejected a proposal made on March 14 by U.S. Ambassador to
Japan John Roos to then Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano to place a member of the U.S. team at the
prime minister's office.

Casto said the purpose of the U.S. request was to be able to "get information...to protect American
citizens" without "overly burdening” Japanese officials, as the U.S. team member would be able to see the
information directly and report back to the ambassador.

Following Japan's rejection, Casto said he dispatched his team's members to such entities as the Nuclear
and Industrial Safety Agency -- Japan's nuclear regulator under the Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry
-- the Defense Ministry and Tokyo Electric Power Co., operator of the Fukushima plant, to gather
information.

The first meeting between Japanese and U.S. officials took place on March 16 under the lead of the
Defense Ministry, but confusion continued because the ministry did not have enough of the information
the United States was seeking, he said.

Finally, a meeting involving experts and officials in charge from the two countries was held on the night of
March 21 at the proposal of Goshi Hosono, who was a special adviser to then Prime Minister Naoto Kan,
and it was followed by regular communication between the two sides.

"Frustration was built from the 16th to the 20th, of lack of information, confusing stories," recalled Casto,
who was the U.S. team's head until he left Japan on Feb. 2 and visited the Fukushima Daiichi plant six
times during the 10-and-a-half-month period.

"It's an honor," Casto said of his mission in Japan, emphasizing that it is important that the United States
and Japan work together to overcome the unprecedented nuclear disaster. "I love Japan. I love the people.
It feels like it's my second home now," he added.

Casto's current formal title is deputy regional administrator for construction in Region 2, based in
Atlanta. He will move to the NRC's Chicago office soon.
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Get rid of them all

February 25,2012

Gov't to demand resignation of entire TEPCO board
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120225p2a00m0na011000c.html

The government is set to demand that all 17 board members of Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO),
operator of the crippled Fukushima nuclear plant, resign at the utility's next shareholder meeting in June,
government sources said.

In return for the planned infusion of about 1 trillion yen in public funds, officials have deemed it
necessary to replace all TEPCO's board members to clarify their responsibility for the nuclear crisis.

The plan will be incorporated into a comprehensive business plan that the government-backed Nuclear
Damage Liability Facilitation Fund (NDF) and TEPCO will work out in March.

The government will force TEPCO Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata, who has announced his intention to
step down, to give up his retirement allowance, and halve the number of the utility's board members.
The government intends to appoint an outsider such as a private company president to replace

Katsumata.
Many government and NDF officials are calling for the appointment of younger TEPCO employees to the

board, citing the need for a smooth handover of the handling of nuclear crisis compensation. NDF and
other relevant bodies are selecting deputy general managers and department managers at the TEPCO
headquarters as well as branch managers to fill positions on the board excluding chairman.

Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano has apparently deemed it necessary for not only the
TEPCO president and chairman but the entire board to step down to avoid giving the public the
impression that the infusion of public funds is aimed solely at bailing out the utility, according to
government sources.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Restore public confidence ?

February 26, 2012
Foreign nuclear experts advise on Fukushima

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120226_02.html

Foreign experts have told a Japanese government panel that its final report on the Fukushima nuclear
accident should include lessons learned and proposals for ensuring safety.

Five foreign nuclear experts gave their opinions at the conclusion of the 2-day conference in Tokyo on
Saturday. The meeting was sponsored by a Japanese panel of experts in various fields, charged with
investigating the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi plant last March.
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The head of the French nuclear safety authority, Andre-Claude Lacoste, said the final report should be
more than a list of facts and include lessons and proposals.

Former chairman of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission Richard Meserve said the accident led to a
loss of public trust in the government and power companies. He said they must ensure openness in their
activities in order to restore confidence.

The foreign experts also proposed that the Japanese government panel should try to identify the current
status of the crippled reactors through computer simulations, in order to ease public fears.

After the conference, the head of the panel, Yotaro Hatamura, said the experts noted it is most important
to prepare for accidents based on the idea that what is improbable is possible. He said Japan had
lacked this idea.

Hatamura said the panel will compile their final report by late July, taking the foreign experts' opinions
into account.

Report on the handling of the disaster

February 28, 2012

Report takes former PM Kan to task over Fukushima nuke disaster handling
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120228p2a00m0na016000c.html

The office of former Prime Minister Naoto Kan came in for scathing criticism in a Feb. 27 report on the
handling of the Fukushima nuclear crisis' opening days, with the document accusing the PM's office of
"grandstanding" and causing "useless confusion."

The report, put together by the private Fukushima nuclear disaster independent investigative committee,
concludes that the Prime Minister's Office's first response to the meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1
nuclear plant "increased the risk of worsening the situation through stress and useless confusion."
Furthermore, "grandstanding led to badly muddled crisis management measures"” which did little or
nothing to help prevent a worsening of the disaster. The report also rebuked the highest levels of
government for meddling in emergency response measures.

The investigative committee, which began its work in September last year, is made up of six scientists and
legal experts. Fukushima No. 1 plant operator Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) refused to cooperate
with the committee's inquiries.

One focus of the report is the Prime Minister's Office's dispatch of electricity trucks to the No. 1 plant
when it lost all power in the March 11, 2011 tsunami, knocking out the reactors' cooling systems. When
the trucks arrived, there were no electrical cords to hook them up to the plant.

"That's the point at which we (the government) began to distrust TEPCO," then Cabinet Secretary Yukio
Edano (now economy, trade and industry minister) is quoted as saying in the report. However, the
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investigators concluded that government distrust of TEPCO was a factor behind the direct intervention of
the PM's Office.

The report also stated that "Orders by the Prime Minister's Office and industry ministry that gas building
up in the reactor vessels be vented right away (to reduce pressure) were not at all helpful,” citing the loss
of power at the plant and the fact that TEPCO was waiting for local residents to be evacuated.

The report also takes Kan to task over the injection of sea water into the No. 1 reactor, stating that he
confused the situation and risked making it far worse when, at a meeting at around 6 p.m. on March 12, he
"vehemently" expressed worries that the injection would cause the reactor to go critical again and
ordered a reappraisal of the planned operation. Fukushima No. 1 plant chief Masao Yoshida, however,
began injecting sea water at 7:04 p.m., and ignored orders from both the Prime Minister's Office and
TEPCO's Tokyo headquarters to stop.

"Had Yoshida obeyed the order from the Prime Minister's Office, there was a real danger that the
operation would have been started too late," the report states. However, it furthermore concludes that the
fact Yoshida took action in direct opposition to government and TEPCO orders was "a very serious risk in
terms of crisis management.”

The report is not entirely damning of Kan's actions, however, stating that his refusal on March 15 to allow
TEPCO to abandon the nuclear plant "in the end compelled TEPCO to remain steadfast" as the crisis
unfolded.

On the other hand, the report also states that Kan was aware he was making Nuclear Safety Commission
of Japan Chairman Haruki Madarame and his Cabinet ministers uncertain about any objections they had to
his decisions with his strong, top-down command style and insistence on his own opinions.

Furthermore, as leader, Kan's "self-assertion was a positive in that he could judge the situation and
implement countermeasures, but was a negative in that it became a form of psychological control of
others involved and caused a withering of their roles in the crisis.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Panel denounces govt. handling of disaster
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120228_32.html

An independent panel investigating the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant has criticized the
government's responses as ad-hoc, stopgap measures.

A report issued by the panel on Tuesday says then prime minister Naoto Kan and several other
lawmakers told the panel that they had no understanding of the nuclear disaster manuals. They said they
had received no explanations of the manuals from ministry officials at an early stage of the accident.

The report says Kan first received explanations of the manuals from officials 4 days after the accident,
when a joint task force of the government and Tokyo Electric Power Company was set up.

The panel says that just after the accident occurred, staff members at the prime minister's office were
busy looking up in books the basics of legislation on nuclear disasters.

Tetsuro Fukuyama was the deputy chief Cabinet secretary at that time. He reportedly said he received no
explanations of disaster-related matters from officials during the six months from assuming the post.
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Fukuyama told the panel that he was hardly even aware of the functions of the Nuclear and Industrial
Safety Agency. He said that it was a grave mistake on his part to believe that officials would pass on
information soon after they confirmed the situation.

Although receiving little information from the plant operator and the nuclear agency, Kan and other
ministers started to be involved in decision-making on the accident. The issues included whether to vent
gas from the reactor containment vessels, and to pump sea water to cool the reactors. Manuals say plant
operators are responsible for making such decisions.

One of the lawmakers working at the prime minister’s office at that time said politicians were only
focusing on short-term measures and problems immediately facing them.

The report says Cabinet ministers were busy making off-the-cuff measures without basic awareness of
the disaster while receiving poor support from officials.

It recommends that the government review its disaster manuals and the system to seek advice from
officials.

well...

February 28, 2012
Edano advised Kan not to visit Fukushima
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120228_31.html

The morning after last year's March 11th Fukushima nuclear disaster, then Prime Minister Naoto Kan
flew to the disaster site by helicopter, although his spokesman advised him not to do so, warning of
criticism from the opposition.

A reportissued on Tuesday by an investigating panel cites vivid accounts of Kan and others at the prime
minister's official residence in the first days of the disaster.

Early on March 12th, Prime Minister Kan took a helicopter ride to personally visit the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear plant. He was frustrated that the plant operator, Tokyo Electric Power Company, had not started a
venting operation to ease pressure inside the pressure vessel of Reactor Number One.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Edano tried to talk Kan out of the visit. He said that with such a visit the prime
minister would be definitely criticized politically. Then, Kan said to Edano, "Which is more important,
facing political criticism, or being able to put a reactor under control?" Edano replied, "If you understand,
then please go ahead."”
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The report also cites a conversation between Prime Minister Kan and Nuclear Safety Commission
Chairman Haruki Madarame over a hydrogen explosion that occurred at Reactor Number One shortly
after 3:30 PM on March 11th.

Kan asked Chairman Madarame to explain why this happened even though he had told Kan that an
explosion would never occur. Madarame simply moaned, burying his head in his hands.

The panel's report quotes Madarame as saying that when he saw the image of the explosion on TV, he
immediately knew it was a hydrogen explosion. He said he was stunned and speechless because he had
told Kan that morning that there would be no hydrogen explosion.

Later at a quarter to 6 that evening, Chief Cabinet Secretary Edano held a news conference and with no
sufficient information available about what had happened, only acknowledged that some sort of explosion
had occurred. Edano recalled that it was the most difficult news conference he had ever held.

Before dawn on March 15th, nuclear fuel became exposed and the danger of an explosion was pointed
out. TEPCO made an inquiry to the prime minister's official residence, which sounded like a wish to
withdraw its personnel from the disaster site.

At around 3:30 AM, Prime Minister Kan and key cabinet ministers met to assess the situation. Kan said
that if TEPCO abandoned its job of pumping water into the reactor and if radioactive substances kept
spreading into the atmosphere, then the whole of eastern Japan could be in serious trouble.

With that remark by the Prime Minister, the cabinet meeting decided to put his advisor, Goshi Hosono, on
standby at TEPCO headquarters.

In defense of TEPCO

February 29, 2012

Business Federation chief criticizes gov't over response to nuclear crisis
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120229p2a00m0na009000c.html

Hiromasa Yonekura, head of the Japan Business Federation (Nippon Keidanren), has criticized the
government for its response to the crisis at the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant.

"The accident was caused not by problems involving the management of Tokyo Electric Power Co.
(TEPCO) but by the massive natural disasters. In particular, I think the government's response was very
wrong," Yonekura told a news conference on Feb. 27.

"Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) workers stationed near the plant escaped shortly after the
accident. However, TEPCO workers did their best to bring the crisis under control without fleeing," he
said. "The government should apologize saying, 'We're sorry about NISA workers fleeing the scene."
Yonekura referred to the fact that NISA inspectors stationed near the power plant evacuated to an off-site
center on March 12, immediately after the crisis broke out.
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The government's fact-finding panel on the nuclear crisis stated in its interim report in December that
questions remain as to whether the inspectors' decision to evacuate at the time was appropriate.
Yonekura also expressed his understanding of TEPCO's plan to raise electricity rates for corporate
customers. "TEPCO is required to import extra crude oil because it can't operate its nuclear plants, costing
itself trillions of yen. Electric power companies would go bankrupt if they were told not to raise their rates
under these circumstances."

His remarks, which can be interpreted as defending TEPCO from criticism, could stir controversy.

No comment

Mayor of nuclear reactor city used taxpayers' money on gifts for nuclear disaster
minister

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120229p2a00m0na011000c.html

TSURUGA, Fukui -- The mayor of this city, home to three nuclear reactors, gave year-end gifts to nuclear
disaster minister Goshi Hosono and other legislators using taxpayers' money, it has been learned.
Tsuruga Mayor Kazuharu Kawase, 60, used his mayor's entertainment expenses to purchase and give
assortments of Echizen snow crab worth 10,000 yen each to 11 Diet members of both the ruling and
opposition parties as year-end gifts between November and December last year. Echizen crabs are a local
specialty of Fukui Prefecture.

Kawase is known to have repeatedly advocated the necessity of the prototype fast-breeder reactor Monju
in the city and of building additional nuclear power plants. He also chairs the All Japan Council of Local
Governments with Atomic Power Stations.

According to the bill of the mayor's entertainment expenses, Mayor Kawase purchased a total of 180,000
yen worth of Echizen crab assortments as gift items for 18 people, including 11 Diet members.

Aside from Hosono, the recipients of the gifts included then Science Minister Masaharu Nakagawa, who
was in charge of the Monju reactor at the time; Seiji Maehara, policy chief of the ruling Democratic Party of
Japan; and Sadakazu Tanigaki, president of the largest opposition Liberal Democratic Party.

Mayor Kawase reportedly handed the crab assortments to the lawmakers when he visited them at the
Diet Members' Office Building and other facilities while he was on an official trip to Tokyo for meetings
and to lodge petitions.

According to the bills of the mayor's entertainment expenses over the past five years, Kawase has sent
Echizen crabs to several Diet members and the mayor of Mito -- a sister city of Tsuruga -- almost every
year since fiscal 2007.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Can lessons be learned from Fukushima ?
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March 1, 2012

Editorial: Independent nuke disaster panel must scrutinize gov't crisis

management
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120301p2a00m0Ona002000c.html

An independent fact-finding panel on the ongoing Fukushima nuclear crisis, which has published a report
on its investigation into the accident, is urged to thoroughly scrutinize the government's crisis-
management system.

The independent panel has interviewed those involved from a standpoint different from those of the
government's fact-finding panel and the Diet's investigative committee that is also investigating the crisis.
What is notable is that the independent panel incorporated its interviews with Cabinet ministers
concerned in its report and has concluded that there were serious problems with the crisis-management
system of the Prime Minister's Office.

The crisis-management system to respond to not only nuclear accidents but also all kinds of serious
disasters is a key issue in Japan's national policy. Nevertheless, an interim report worked out by the
government's investigative panel at the end of last year postponed specific scrutiny of the crisis-
management system of the Prime Minister's Office even though it briefly touched on the matter.

The government's panel is urged to interview Cabinet ministers concerned and take other steps to
thoroughly scrutinize the crisis-management system before it compiles a final report. The Diet's panel on
the nuclear accident, which is to be legally given broad power including authority to summon witnesses to
testify under oath, should also clarify problems involving the government's crisis management from an
independent standpoint.

The independent panel touched on the qualities of Naoto Kan, who was prime minister when the nuclear
crisis broke out in March 2011. However, it would be wrong if problems involving the government's
response to the crisis were attributed to an individual's character. The government would unlikely have
managed the nuclear crisis in an appropriate manner if anybody else had been prime minister. Rather, the
government's response to the nuclear crisis should be thoroughly scrutinized from the aspects of both
its system and how it was implemented so that lessons learned from the response can be put to
good use for the future.

For example, the finding that then Prime Minister Kan gave an instruction to procure batteries on his
mobile phone came as a surprise, but he was forced to do so because the government's Nuclear and
Industrial Safety Agency and Nuclear Safety Commission of Japan lacked the ability to deal with the
situation and were useless. Lessons learned from the finding should be put to good use for a new nuclear
energy regulatory body. The new regulatory body will be set up based on reflections on the fact that
mutual distrust between the Prime Minister's Office and other administrative bodies adversely affected
the government's response to the nuclear crisis.

Mobile phones cannot be used at the crisis-management center on the basement of the Prime Minister's
Office for security reasons. However, considering the urgent need to gather information at the time of
serious disasters, such technical challenges need to be addressed.

The Prime Minister's Office is not solely responsible for the management of the nuclear crisis. It is
necessary to scrutinize whether Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), the operator of the tsunami-hit
Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, responded to the crisis in an appropriate manner. Additionally, the
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chain of command between the central government's nerve center and officials at disaster scenes needs to
be reviewed.

TEPCO headquarters instructed the Fukushima power station to discontinue injecting sea water into the
No. 1 reactor in an effort to cool down its core, but the manager of the plant continued to do so in defiance
of the order. The independent fact-finding panel underscores the importance of lower-ranking
organizations following instructions from higher-ranking bodies. However, it is better to clarify what
lower-ranking bodies can do at their own discretion and leave that to them.

What is of urgent necessity now is to speedily create a new crisis-management system based on lessons
learned from thoroughly scrutinizing the response to the Fukushima nuclear crisis. It is also indispensable
to secure and develop human resources.

Light was shed on problems involving the government's crisis management system when the Great
Hanshin Earthquake devastated Kobe and surrounding areas in January 1995. If the government's crisis-
management system is left as it is now, we fear we may have to point out the same problems again in five
or 10 years' time.

Click here for the original Japanese story

TEPCO's forecast

March 3, 2012

TEPCO eyes 3-year hike limit / Believes charges could be lowered upon

restarting of reactors

http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120302004881.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun

Tokyo Electric Power Co., which has announced it will raise its electricity prices later this year, plans to
bring them back to current levels in 2015 and reduce them further in 2018, it has been learned.

The three-year limit on the envisaged price hikes is based on the assumption that TEPCO can improve its
earnings by restarting its reactors at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant in Niigata Prefecture in
2013.

TEPCO, the operator of the crippled Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, is set to include this scenario
in a comprehensive special business plan it will compile this month with the government's Nuclear
Damage Liability Facilitation Fund, according to sources.

The utility has said it will raise electricity charges for large-lot users by an average of 17 percent starting
in April, and by about 10 percent for households starting in July.

The hikes are meant to cover growing fuel costs resulting from increased thermal power generation
because operations at TEPCO nuclear power plants have been suspended.

Prior to drafting the special business plan, TEPCO has compiled its projected cash flow over the next
decade, which shows the utility's fuel costs will increase to 2.8 trillion yen in the business year ending in
March 2013.

30


http://mainichi.jp/select/opinion/editorial/news/20120301k0000m070115000c.html

However, the costs would fall to 1.9 trillion yen in the business year ending in March 2017 if the company
could steadily resume operations of its nuclear reactors at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant.

Therefore, TEPCO believes it will be possible to gradually lower its fees from three years after the hikes,
the sources said.

Meanwhile, the utility will reduce its personnel expenses by about 15 percent to 320 billion yen in the
business year ending in March 2022 from the current 380 billion yen in an attempt to gain public
understanding for the hikes, according to the sources.

TEPCO is expected to incur an after-tax loss of about 710 billion yen on an unconsolidated basis for the
current business year ending March 31.

However, the utility hopes to start repaying public funds it will receive to cover compensation for those
affected by the nuclear crisis from the business year up to March 2014, according to the sources. TEPCO
expects its balance of payments to improve at that time, mainly due to lower fuel costs after it resumes
operations at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant, they said.

The utility hopes to repay 75 billion yen to 270 billion yen annually over a nine-year period, the sources
added.

Public funds will be injected via the Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund in the form of government
compensation bonds, which can be cashed like checks when necessary.

The bonds provided to the organization will be worth 5 trillion yen, of which about 1.6 trillion yen in cash
will be initially paid to TEPCO, according to the sources.

The utility will squeeze out funds to repay the public money from its profits every year under the name of
"special contributions," the sources said.

(Mar. 3,2012)

Settling scores - again?

March 2, 2012

Defiant Nuclear Safety Commission chief says he will quit post
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120302p2a00m0na002000c.html

Nuclear Safety Commission (NSC) Chairman Haruki Madarame has said he will definitely step down as
NSC chief once a new nuclear regulatory agency is established in April.

Madarame made the comment during testimony before the House of Representatives Budget Committee
on March 1 after lower house member Hiroshi Kajiyama of the largest opposition Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) demanded his resignation. Kajiyama had assailed Madarame for suggesting that it is
inappropriate for Japan to issue evacuation orders based on System for Prediction of Environmental
Emergency Dose Information (SPEEDI) data. SPEEDI predicts how radioactive substances will spread.
Kajiyama called Madarame "irresponsible" and asked him, "Why don't you resign?"

Madarame responded by saying, "When April comes, there will be a new organization (Nuclear
Regulatory Agency) and the NSC itself will be disbanded. I will naturally step down." He went on to say
that there is no country in the world that plans evacuations based on systems like SPEEDI.
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The NSC gives advice to the government and nuclear power plant operators in case of nuclear accidents,
and confirms the adequacy of stress tests before restarts of idled nuclear reactors.

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda told the parliamentary committee, "We don't know what's going to
happen before the formation of the new organization. We want the NSC to remain vigilant and prepare
(for any contingency)."

An investigation initiated by the Diet concluded in February that Madarame's actions in the early days of
the nuclear crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant were inadequate, along with the actions of Nobuaki
Terasaka, the then director of the government's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Sounds familiar

March 3, 2012

Ministry leaders decided to hold nuclear data after Fukushima crisis

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120303p2g00m0dm020000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The science minister and other top ministry officials decided to withhold radiation
forecast data from the public four days after the March 11 earthquake and tsunami triggered a nuclear
crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant, an internal document made available Friday showed.

Then Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Minister Yoshiaki Takaki, lawmakers serving as
top ministry officials and top bureaucrats made the decision on March 15 to withhold data about the
predicted spread of radioactivity, which included an assumption that all radioactive material would be
discharged from the crippled plant.

Prediction of the spread of radioactive substances, compiled from the System for Prediction of
Environmental Emergency Dose Information, "could be by no means released to the public," the document
dated March 19 showed.

On Friday, a ministry official said top ministry officials had made no decision on releasing the data, noting
that contents in the document, a memorandum prepared by ministry officials, were inaccurate.

The document stated that radioactive clouds could spread from the crippled nuclear power plant to the
Kanto and Tohoku regions, indicating that the ministry had made various estimates about the spread of
released radioactive substances, including the worst-case scenario.

The minister and the other top officials concluded that estimated data from SPEEDI should not be

released and more general data should be prepared for release.
Kan Suzuki, then vice science minister, told Kyodo News that there had been no assuming the discharge of
all radioactive substances, adding release of such an estimate could have panicked the public.
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When shareholders sue TEPCO

March 5, 2012
TEPCO managers sued for 5.5 tril. yen

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120305_27.html

A group of shareholders in Tokyo Electric Power Company has sued former and current executives of the
utility, seeking 5.5 trillion yen, or nearly 68 billion dollars, in damages over the Fukushima nuclear crisis.

The group of 42 individual shareholders filed the lawsuit at the Tokyo District Court on Monday against
27 people who have held senior executive posts at TEPCO since 2002.

That was the year a government panel warned that a major earthquake could strike the area in which the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant is located.

The shareholders argue that the utility failed to heed the warning and took no measures to protect the
plant from tsunami and earthquakes.

The shareholders say they calculated the amount of the damages based on a report by a third-party panel
that looked into the utility's management since the accident.

They are asking the firm to use the winnings to compensate those affected by the accident.

Alawyer for the group says Japan's corporate culture will not change unless individual senior executives
are held accountable for problems.

He also says the shareholders want to correct what they call a system of collective irresponsibility in the

nuclear-power industry.

Tokyo Electric has declined to comment. The utility is projected to post a net loss of 8.6 billion dollars for
the business year through March.

Connections
March 5, 2012

Over 300 financial firms provide credit to nuclear arms firms: NGO
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120305p2g00m0dm027000c.html
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SYDNEY (Kyodo) -- A total of 322 financial institutions in 30 countries, including Japan, have provided
credit to Boeing Co. and 19 other companies in six countries that are involved in the development and
manufacturing of nuclear weapons, a nongovernmental organization report showed Monday.

The Australia-based International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons said in the report that those
financial institutions provided credit totaling about $48.7 billion, or about 4 trillion yen, since 2008.

The NGO urged the financial institutions named in the report to stop doing such business because they
are aiding the continued existence of nuclear weapons.

"By lending money to nuclear weapons companies and purchasing their shares and bonds, banks and
other financial institutions are indirectly facilitating the build-up and modernization of nuclear forces,"
the report said.

Japanese financial institutions named in the report -- Mitsubishi UF] Financial Group Inc., Mizuho
Financial Group Inc. and Sumitomo Mitsui Financial Group Inc. -- have provided a total of about $3.53
billion, or about 289 billion yen, in credit to the so-called nuclear weapons companies, according to the
NGO.

Nomura Holdings Inc. and Daiwa Securities Group Inc. have also been involved in bond sales for some of
the 20 companies listed in the report as involved in developing and manufacturing nuclear weapons.

"We can't comment on our businesses with specific companies," said an official of Mitsubishi UF], which
the report accuses of being "among the banks and other financial institutions most heavily involved."

Two Dutch financial institutions, PGGM and Rabobank Group, have an internal policy of not providing
finance to armament-related companies, the report says, adding that neither has been involved in
financing any of the 20 companies since July 2008.

Mizuho Corporate Bank Ltd., one of Mizuho's main banks, apparently has an internal policy of not
providing loans aimed at the manufacturing of nuclear weapons.

An official of Daiwa Securities Group said the company wants to consider how it can incorporate into its
business "the viewpoint of eradicating nuclear weapons."

The 20 companies that are named in the report as those involved in the development and manufacturing
of nuclear weapons include BAE Systems plc, Rolls-Royce Holdings plc and European Aeronautic Defence
and Space Co.

More dubious practices?
March 6, 2012

Shenanigans at TEPCO subsidiary led to higher electricity rates: investigation
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120306p2a00m0na006000c.html

Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) raised electricity rates after one of its subsidiaries offloaded an
assignment from the utility -- and its projected profits -- onto a third-party firm, a Tokyo Metropolitan
Government investigation has revealed.

The subsidiary was tasked with operating a high-class restaurant for TEPCO employees, and apparently
forked the whole business over to an unrelated company, according to the results of the investigation
released on March 5.

"TEPCO has been conducting similar transactions with other subsidiaries systematically and added the
extra costs to electricity rates," Tokyo Vice Gov. Naoki Inose stated as the results were unveiled. The
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Tokyo government furthermore plans to ask Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano to
investigate dubious business practices at TEPCO subsidiaries.

According to the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, the TEPCO subsidiary in question is Tokyo Living
Service Co., which has been running welfare-related business for TEPCO staff such as dormitories for
single employees, travel firms, nursing-care facilities and nursery schools. The company, which has 1,000
employees, posted about 14 billion yen in sales for the 2010 business year.

"It is a source of employment for retired TEPCO employees, and 70 percent of its business comes from
TEPCO," said a source close to the utility.

The restaurant TEPCO commissioned Tokyo Living to operate is the "Shibuya Toyu Club" -- a high-class
restaurant open exclusively to TEPCO employees. But Tokyo Living is, in fact, believed to have left a third
company run the restaurant, only taking a cut of the profits.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government suspects that, as a result of the utility allowing Tokyo Living to
make such deals, revenue TEPCO was supposed to get from the restaurant dropped substantially.

TEPCO scrapped the restaurant contract with Tokyo Living in May 2011, and the Shibuya Toyu Club is
now operated by a different firm. TEPCO's public relations department has acknowledged such business
practices at TEPCO and its subsidiary, adding, "We are planning to sell Tokyo Living. We will continue to
review the ways in which transactions are made."

In related news, a government panel investigating management practices at the troubled utility has said
in its own report that companies affiliated with TEPCO (including its subsidiaries) are profiting from deals
with the firm.

Click here for the original Japanese story

TEPCO told to streamline
March 7, 2012

Industry minister to tell TEPCO to cut 'free' contracts with affiliated firms by 30
percent

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120307p2a00m0na012000c.html

Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano said on March 6 that he would urge Tokyo Electric
Power Co. (TEPCO) to cut the amount of its "free" contracts with its affiliated firms and subsidiaries by 30
percent within three years.

The same instruction will be given to the government's Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund. Edano
made the decision at a time when critics say "free" contracts with its group firms have pushed up TEPCO's
costs, resulting in higher electricity rates.

At the meeting on March 6 of the government's "Task Force on the Reform of Electric Power Systems,"
Tokyo Vice Gov. Naoki Inose said that if TEPCO were to increase public tenders and reduce the unit
amount of each contract, "of its annual free contracts totaling 172 billion yen, it will be able to cut 50
billion yen a year and 150 billion yen for three years." He then said, "It should use the reduced amount to
curb an attempt to raise electricity rates." In his response, Edano said, "I want to instruct them to further

streamline their operations with the target of reducing 30 percent within three years."
35


http://mainichi.jp/select/biz/news/20120306k0000m020140000c.html
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120307p2a00m0na012000c.html

A Tokyo Metropolitan Government investigation has revealed that one of TEPCO's subsidiaries, tasked
with operating a high-class restaurant for TEPCO employees, forked the whole business over to an
unrelated company, resulting in the TEPCO unit making more profits that it should. TEPCO has paid costs
higher than necessary to its subsidiaries, and the extra costs have been added to electricity rates.

After the task force meeting, Inose told reporters that a total of 155 retired TEPCO employees are
working at 118 TEPCO group firms as board members. If TEPCO employees on loan to those subsidiaries
and TEPCO directors-cum non-executive directors at those subsidiaries are included, the number
increases to 486. The average annual salary for executive directors, excluding those on loan, is 10.85
million yen each, and there are even TEPCO group firms with most of their board members being retired

TEPCO employees.
Inose said, "The structure in which the bills (for overvalued costs) are sent to users is not a problem with

TEPCO alone. It is a problem with all utility companies."
Click here for the original Japanese story

So they knew...

March 10, 2012

Govt knew N-meltdown was probable / Summaries show concerns arose
Mar. 11

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120309007035.htm

The government's Nuclear Emergency Response Headquarters was aware that the Fukushima No. 1

nuclear power plant would likely suffer a meltdown just hours after the nuclear crisis began, according to
internal meeting summaries released Friday.

It is the first time that the summaries of the meetings, chaired by then Prime Minister Naoto Kan and
attended by other ministers concerned as members, have been made available.

The summaries suggest how confused the government became due to a lack of information--for example,
some members objected to the government's gradual expansion of the evacuation area.

Now that the records have been released, how top government officials reacted to the meltdown may be
brought into question, observers said.
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The 76 pages of summaries were compiled based on notes left by the Economy, Trade and Industry
Ministry's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency and other involved parties. They cover the headquarter's
23 meetings held from the night of the disaster to Dec. 26.

At the first meeting, which started after 7 p.m. on March 11, members of the headquarters were briefed
that the plant had activated emergency cooling systems--which run mainly on batteries--after losing all of
its power, the summaries said.

"After [the batteries run out in] eight hours, temperatures at the reactor cores will increase and the
reactors will likely suffer a meltdown," an unknown speaker was quoted as saying in the summaries.

At the headquarters' third meeting starting on the afternoon of March 12, Koichiro Gemba, who served as
state minister in charge of national policy at that time, once again referred to the possibility of a
meltdown.

"Is it enough to designate a 10-kilometer radius [around the crippled nuclear plant] as the evacuation
area? Shouldn't we reconsider?” Gemba was quoted as saying.

At that time, the government had not officially referred to the possibility of a meltdown at the nuclear
power plant. The evacuation area was expanded to 10 kilometers that morning from an initial three
kilometers.

The area was further widened to 20 kilometers after the plant's No. 1 reactor was hit by a hydrogen
explosion that occurred three hours after the third meeting.

At a meeting held after 10 p.m. the same day, Kan referred to the 1986 Chernobyl disaster and the 1979
Three Mile Island crisis in the United States.

"Could a Chernobyl-type [meltdown] occur? Or a meltdown similar to the one at Three Mile Island?" the
summaries quote him as saying.

However, no responses were recorded in the summaries.

At a meeting on March 14, Kan described a 20-kilometer radius as being "sufficient" for the evacuation
zone, but Gemba questioned this, saying, "Some experts have different opinions," according to the
summaries.
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The records also show heated discussions were held over releasing steam containing radioactive
substances from the plant's reactors into the atmosphere.

They also show there was extreme confusion when the plant's Nos. 3 and 4 reactors were hit by hydrogen

explosions.
(Mar. 10, 2012)

Records show Japan gov't knew meltdown risk early
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120310p2g00m0dm103000c.html

TOKYO (AP) -- Just four hours after a tsunami swept into the Fukushima nuclear power plant, Japan's
leaders knew the damage was so severe that the reactors could melt down, but they kept their knowledge
secret for months. Five days into the crisis, then-Prime Minister Naoto Kan voiced his fears that it could
turn worse than Chernobyl.

The revelations were in documents released Friday, almost a year after the disaster. The minutes of the
government's crisis management meetings from March 11 -- the day the earthquake and tsunami struck --
until late December were not recorded and had to be reconstructed retroactively.

They illustrate the confusion, lack of information, delayed response and miscommunication among
government, affected towns and plant officials, as some ministers expressed the sense that nobody was in
charge when the plant conditions quickly deteriorated.

The minutes quoted an unidentified official explaining that cooling functions of the reactors were kept
running only by batteries that would last just eight hours.

"If temperatures in the reactor cores keep rising beyond eight hours, there is a possibility of meltdown,"
the official said during the first meeting, which started about four hours after the magnitude-9.0
earthquake and ensuing tsunami hit the Fukushima Dai-ichi (No. 1) plant, setting off the crisis.
Apparently the government tried to play down the severity of the damage. A spokesman for the Nuclear
and Industrial Safety Agency was replaced after he slipped out a possibility of meltdown during a news
conference March 12.

The plant operator, Tokyo Electric Power Co., acknowledged a partial meltdown much later, in May.

Top government spokesman Yukio Edano, who is now trade minister, urged other ministers to watch
what they said to the public.

"We must provide information fast, but it must be accurate," Edano said on March 14. "We must be clear
about all our evaluations and judgment, and announce them only after we reach a decision.”

While then-trade minister Banri Kaieda suggested on March 11 that residents within a 10-kilometer
radius might have to be evacuated, the government ordered 1,800-plus residents within a 2-kilometer
zone to leave. Then that expanded to 3 kilometers, then to 10 kilometers within two hours, and finally to
20 kilometers the next day.

Kan said a 20-kilometer zone would suffice. After seeing a series of explosions and fires at reactor
buildings, Kan on March 16 cautioned his Cabinet about the possibility that the Fukushima crisis could be
worse than the Chernobyl accident in 1986.
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Kan was particularly concerned about a spent fuel pool inside the No. 4 reactor building, which had the
largest number of fuel rods and rising water temperatures.

"We should worry about the Unit 4 pool, whose temperature has been on the rise," he said, adding that
other spent fuel pools at Fukushima Dai-ichi, as well as four others at the neighboring Dai-ni (No. 2) plant,
could also deteriorate.

"The amount of radiation that could be released from those reactors could be larger than Chernobyl. We
must keep cooling the reactors, whatever it takes. It's going to be a long battle," he said, according to the
minutes dated March 16.

It was nearly 10 days before one of his top nuclear advisers produced a worst-case scenario at his
request. The March 25 paper, produced by the head of the Japan Atomic Energy Commission, warned that
a disaster of that scale would require evacuating 30 million people from the greater Tokyo area. Fearing
panic, the government kept the report a secret, but The Associated Press obtained it in January.

The failure to properly record the minutes of the government's crisis management meetings has added to
sharp public criticism about how the nuclear crisis was handled, deepening distrust of politicians and
bureaucrats.

"Who is the leader of the actual operation? I get too many requests and appeals that are incoherent,”
Yoshihiro Katayama, internal affairs minister at the time, said at a March 15 meeting. "Nobody seems to be
in charge."

The minutes also showed top crisis managers were confused, causing miscommunication that left local
officials and residents without crucial information needed for evacuation. The ministers used a list of
people who needed assistance for evacuation and their details by quoting Japanese media, not firsthand
information from local authorities.

Yukiya Amano, director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, said it was not just natural
disasters that caused the Fukushima crisis. He said accident command lines were unclear and response
plans were not sufficiently integrated. Amano also cited the nuclear regulator's weak oversight,
insufficient guard against possible risks such as total power loss and inadequate training to respond to
serious accidents.

But Fukushima provided a lesson for the rest of the world and nuclear safety is stronger than a year ago,
he said in a statement Friday from Vienna.

"Human failings such as these are not unique to Japan,” Amano said. "We humans learn from our
mistakes."

Not very satisfactory

March 12, 2012

ONE YEAR AFTER THE DISASTER / Summaries prove government's
ineptitude / Chaos reigned at nuclear emergency response HQ over decision-

making process, evacuation zones
Toshiaki Sato and Koichi Yasuda / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120311003852.htm
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The summaries of meetings held after the outbreak of the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power
plant expose the ineptitude of the government in dealing with the disaster.

The 76 pages of summaries were compiled from notes and other materials following revelations that the
government had failed to keep minutes of the meetings. They were released Friday.

Although they cover 23 meetings of the Nuclear Emergency Response Headquarters, they barely scratch
the surface of what was discussed.

The decision-making process on such key policies as responses to a nuclear meltdown is still a matter of
conjecture.

The release of such inadequate summaries has once again put the government on the spot for its
lackadaisical attitude toward keeping records on important meetings.

"We should've been prepared for an emergency by [setting up a system] to tape-record meetings that
take place in confusing situations, so the recordings could be used to produce ex post facto minutes,"
Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano told reporters Friday following release of the
summaries. Edano was chief cabinet secretary when the nuclear crisis erupted.

The first meeting of the Nuclear Emergency Response Headquarters, which is headed by the prime
minister, began after 7 p.m. on March 11, the day when the government declared a state of emergency at
the Fukushima plant.

Although the government was supposed to take the lead in swiftly resolving the crisis, the summaries
suggest it was completely confused and decided on a mishmash of policies with little transparency.
Symbolic of this confusion was the government's assessment of the meltdown.

Members of the headquarters were briefed that the plant had activated emergency cooling systems, run
mainly on batteries, after losing its power, the summaries said.

"After [the batteries go dead in about] eight hours, the reactors probably will undergo a meltdown," an
unknown speaker was quoted as saying in the summaries.

According to an analysis by Tokyo Electric Power Co. in May, a meltdown is believed to have started at the
No. 1 reactor on the night of March 11.

However, members of the headquarters apparently were not aware of the imminent danger.

"No radioactive materials have been detected to have leaked from the plant. There is no need to take
special action,” another unknown speaker was quoted as saying in the summaries.

In line with this statement, the government issued an evacuation order only to people within a three-
kilometer radius of the plant.

However, the government received a report from TEPCO saying it would release steam from the plant's
reactor into the atmosphere to reduce pressure inside. As a result, the government expanded the
evacuation area to 10 kilometers early in the morning of March 12.

But opinion was divided in the Cabinet on the size of the evacuation zone.

In the third meeting of the headquarters, which started early in the afternoon of March 12, Koichiro
Gemba, then state minister in charge of national policy, called on the headquarters to reconsider the
evacuation zone.

"There is the possibility of a meltdown. Shouldn't we review the 10-kilometer-radius zone [and expand it
further]?" Gemba was quoted as saying.

However, the summaries indicated that discussions on this subject were far from adequate.

Three hours after this meeting, a hydrogen explosion ripped the No. 1 reactor building apart, an incident
no one in the government had anticipated. As a result, the evacuation area was expanded to 20 kilometers
in the evening, a decision made far too late.
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The summaries also show confusion in the government's chain of command was compounded when
hydrogen explosions occurred at the plant's Nos. 3 and 4 reactor buildings.

At the eighth meeting held in the early afternoon of March 15, then Internal Affairs and Communications
Minister Yoshihiro Katayama made a complaint.

"Who is leading this operation? We've received numerous requests, but many of them seem pointless," he
was quoted as saying. "They are piecemeal and childish. There is a lack of command [in the government]."

Katayama apparently was critical that the integrated command had been split up, so operations were
being carried out on the basement floor of the Prime Minister Office's crisis management center and on
the fifth floor, where Prime Minister Naoto Kan was working.

However, Kan put all the blame on TEPCO, according to the summaries.

"Ninety percent of the raw data comes from TEPCO," Kan said. "Economy, Trade and Industry Minister
Banri Kaieda and Goshi Hosono, special adviser to the prime minister, are assigned to deal with TEPCO,
but communication is insufficient."

At a meeting on the evening of March 16, at which the overheating of the spent nuclear fuel storage pool
of the No. 4 reactor was on the agenda, Kan was quoted as saying testily: "It's out of question [for TEPCO]
to withdraw [from the Fukushima plant]. We may end up being exposed to higher levels of [radioactive]
materials than those released in the Chernobyl disaster."

At the 10th meeting on March 17, Cabinet members expressed frustration over the situation as
comprehensive policies still had not been worked out, even though six days had passed since the disaster.

"We should order local residents [around the nuclear power plant] to evacuate based on the worst-case
scenario,” Gemba was quoted as saying. "I've already devised an evacuation plan.”

[t is not known if that plan was approved.

The government was later criticized for failing to come up with an evacuation plan by utilizing data from
the System for Prediction of Environmental Emergency Dose Information (SPEEDI), a system for
predicting the spread of radioactive materials.

The summaries show the issue had not been discussed, either at the Nuclear Emergency Response
Headquarters or the government-TEPCO joint headquarters.

The April 4 release into the sea of water contaminated with low-level radiation from the Fukushima plant
drew international criticism. The summaries show the headquarters discussed the issue only once at the
13th meeting on April 11, when Kaieda reported that the measure was an "emergency step and
unavoidable.”

After the summaries were released, one Cabinet member called for further investigation.

"The decision-making process has not yet been fully clarified," he said.

Should this be M.Noda's role?

March 12, 2012

Noda to take lead in gaining local approval to restart nuclear plants

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/national/archive/news/2012/03/12/20120312p2g00m0dm066000c.
html
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TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda pledged Sunday to take a leadership role in gaining
local approval to restart nuclear power reactors once the central government decides to do so, to avert
potential power shortages around Japan caused by the lost output of atomic plants previously producing a
third of the nation's electricity.

At a press conference held on the first anniversary of the devastating March 2011 earthquake and
tsunami, Noda also said he will make a formal request for prefectural governments to accept debris
generated by the natural disaster that hit northeastern Japan.

The central government "should make every effort” to obtain the support of areas where nuclear plants
are located, Noda said.

"I'm aware that [ have to take a lead" in asking for cooperation of local governments and residents, he
said, while reiterating that "politics will decide" ultimately whether to give the green light to resume the
operations of idled reactors nationwide. Of Japan's 54 commercial nuclear reactors, only two are currently
online.

The nuclear crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant, triggered by the magnitude 9.0 earthquake and
ensuing tsunami on March 11 last year, has made the public wary about the safety of nuclear plants.

But since he took office in September, Noda has expressed his willingness to restart the reactors, warning
power shortages otherwise could drag down the country's economy.

Noda also said he will formally urge municipalities to accept debris from areas devastated by the natural
disasters, vowing to speed up the disposal, whose progress has been slow due to fears the debris may
contain radioactive substances from the related disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant.

The national government "will move one and two steps forward" to dispose of the debris, Noda said,
adding that he will also call for the cooperation of private businesses such as cement companies on the
issue.

Some local governments have announced their intention to cooperate, but outside the northeastern
region, only the Tokyo metropolitan government has actually begun accepting waste.
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Now they tell us (transparency abroad)

March 13,2012

S.Korean nuclear plant lost power for 12 minutes
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120313_29.html

A South Korean nuclear regulator says a reactor at a nuclear power plant in the country had no electricity
for 12 minutes last month.

The Nuclear Safety and Security Commission said on Tuesday that the accident took place at the number
one reactor at the Kori plant in Busan.

The institute said electricity was lost for 12 minutes from shortly after eight thirty PM on February 9th
when the plant was undergoing a regular inspection.

Inspections and repairs were underway at the reactor for exchanging nuclear fuel when the power went
out. An emergency diesel generator also did not work.

The commission said the reactor was halted but that a storage pool for spent fuel and facilities to cool the
reactors were operating.

The plant's operator did not file a report about the outage until Monday, more than one month
after the incident.

The reactor began operating in 1978 with a time limit of 30 years set for its operation. But the
government later extended the limit.

The accident last March at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant in Japan worsened because all
power at the facility was lost. The commission is taking the latest occurrence seriously and has sent
investigators to the plant to look into the cause.

March 13,2012
US: Nebraska nuclear plant fire was serious threat

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120313_12.html

US nuclear regulators say a fire that knocked out the cooling system for spent fuel at a nuclear plant in
Nebraska last year represented a serious safety threat.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission issued a preliminary report on Monday into the fire at the Fort
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Calhoun plant last June.

The report says the plant operator could have prevented the fire if it had investigated an unusual smell
coming from an electric breaker 3 days earlier.

The fire caused a loss of power that knocked out the system to cool spent nuclear fuel for about 90
minutes.

However, the report says temperatures never exceeded safe levels as the plant had been shut down for
refueling maintenance from about 2 months earlier.

US nuclear regulators are keen to avoid any nuclear accident, drawing lessons from the Fukushima
nuclear disaster in Japan.

A matter of trust

Asahi poll: 80% distrust government's nuke safety measures

March 13, 2012 - http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/A]201203130031

A whopping 80 percent of people in Japan do not trust the government's safety measures for nuclear
power plants.

The results are from a nationwide random telephone survey of 3,360 people conducted by The Asahi
Shimbun on March 10-11. It received 1,892 valid responses.

Fifty-seven percent of the respondents said they are opposed to restarting nuclear reactors currently off
line for regular maintenance, compared to the 27 percent in favor.

A gap between genders was conspicuous over whether to restart the reactors. Although men were almost
evenly split, with 47 percent against and 41 percent in favor, 67 percent of women are opposed, compared
with just 15 percent who support the restarts.

With only two reactors currently online among the 54 in the country, 75 percent of the respondents were
“greatly concerned” or “somewhat concerned” about the possibility of economic impacts from the
suspension of reactors. But just 31 percent of those respondents supported the restarts, while 54 percent
were opposed.

Regarding the government’s safety steps for nuclear plants, 52 percent said they “do not trust so much,”
and 28 percent said they “do not trust at all.” Although the government has been proceeding with
computer-simulated stress tests on reactors, which are necessary steps to reactivate them, people
apparently have a deep distrust of the government's nuclear safety provisions.

Asked about Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s plans to increase electricity rates for households, an
overwhelming 79 percent said that is “unacceptable,” while 17 percent said it is “acceptable.” In TEPCO’s
service area, an even higher 83 percent said it is “unacceptable.”

Meanwhile, the support rate for the Cabinet of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda was 27 percent, unchanged
from the previous poll in February, while 48 percent disapproved.
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Should he ?

March 14, 2012

Noda seeks local support for reactor restart

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120314_20.html

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda has pledged to seek public support for restarting nuclear reactors in the
country after the Fukushima nuclear plant accident last March.

Japan's Nuclear Safety Commission will soon announce results of its review of stress tests on the 2 halted
reactors at the Ohi nuclear plant in central Japan.

Speaking in the Diet on Wednesday Noda said restarting the Ohi reactors depends on whether the
government can convince local residents that it is safe to do so.

All of Japan's 54 nuclear reactors will be in shutdown mode by late April when the last two go offline for

regular inspection.
The need for independence

Editorial: Creation of new nuclear regulatory agency no stage for political
grandstanding

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120314p2a00m0Ona001000c.html

It is now looking much more likely that the establishment of a new nuclear regulatory agency will be
delayed. The Democratic Party of Japan-led administration had planned to get the new body off the
ground on April 1, but opposition parties have indicated they will fight the passage of bills underpinning
the agency when they come up for debate in the Diet.

The new agency's predecessor is the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA), a part of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry -- a ministry directly involved in the promotion of nuclear power. After the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant meltdowns in March last year, the government decided that NISA's
position under the industry ministry was a serious flaw in Japan's nuclear safety regime and moved to
abolish it in favor of the new regulatory agency.

Surely anyone would admit that splitting NISA from the industry ministry and combining its brief with
other regulatory duties is an important step. Not only is the conflict of interest inherent in the current
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state of affairs obvious, it also goes without saying that a new regulatory body must be put in place as
soon as possible.

The real issue is how that body will be set up. The Cabinet has decided on a bill to establish it as an
external bureau of the Ministry of the Environment. Some members of the opposition, however, have
argued strongly for the agency to be a separate committee, which would have a great deal of
independence under Article 3 of the National Government Organization Law.

The government has made much of the merits of putting the new agency under the environment ministry,
saying that crisis management would be much easier than if the body was set up as an independent
committee. On the other hand, there are valid worries over whether an agency under the ministry could,
when needed, make truly independent, objective judgments contrary to government expectations. The
government needs to address this concern in a concrete manner.

There is also a pressing need to focus on how a revamped Nuclear Safety Commission of Japan (NSC) will
help guarantee the incipient regulatory agency's independence. It must furthermore be noted that the
environment ministry has no crisis management experience, which is a source of some worry.

On the other hand, we must not jump to the conclusion that setting up the new agency, as the opposition
suggests, as an Article 3 committee like the Fair Trade Commission would necessarily guarantee absolute
independence. Whether an external bureau of the environment ministry or a separate commission, the
points truly at issue are how it is built, how it is managed, and how it will retain important staff.

We also call on the opposition not just to try and slow debate on the bills underpinning the new agency,
but to initiate substantive discussion on this important issue. Opposition parties must explain how the
Article 3 committee they favor would be put together, and how that would safeguard the new body's
independence of action. They must also tell us in definite terms what structure they see for the committee
that would allow it to overrule government policy in a crisis.

It is also possible that the delay in creating the new regulatory agency will also affect decisions on
restarting nuclear reactors idled for regular maintenance. On March 13, the NSC completed approval of
the results of stress tests on the No. 3 and 4 reactors at the Oi nuclear plant -- conducted by NISA, which
we have already seen has a direct conflict of interest.

Of course, under the stress test process, the decision on restarting reactors can be made at the political
level. However, it's just impossible at this point to ask us to trust NISA and the incumbent version of the
NSC.
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At this moment, faced with the frankly nerve-wracking technology of nuclear power, deliberations and
decisions on its future must not be delayed by political gamesmanship. We call on the governing and
opposition parties together to move deliberations on this issue forward.

Click here for the original Japanese story

"Mixed" interests

March 15, 2012
TEPCO under fire for hiring ex-Tokyo gov't bureaucrat to collect energy policy info
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120315p2a00m0na010000c.html

Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) hired a former Tokyo Metropolitan Government official to collect the
capital's energy policy information in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear disaster, the Mainichi has
learned.

Hisao Ohashi, 65, former chief of the Bureau of Environment at the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, was
employed by TEPCO as an advisor in September last year, half a year after the outbreak of the nuclear
crisis at the utility's Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, sources close to the case told the Mainichi.
Ohashi, who had left his metropolitan government post in June 2006, was assigned by TEPCO to collect
internal information on the capital's energy policy from metropolitan officials and provide the information
to the utility.

While some TEPCO officials were cautious about the idea of hiring the former metropolitan bureaucrat as
the utility was to receive massive amounts of public funds from the central government on the heels of the
nuclear disaster, the company's general affairs division pressed ahead with the personnel plan, which was
ultimately approved by TEPCO President Toshio Nishizawa. The utility's move, which comes against its
responsibility to streamline as a precondition for raising electricity bills, looks set to stir up criticism
toward its management attitude.

At TEPCO, Ohashi served as an advisor to its Environment Department, which is in charge of taking
measures to reduce carbon dioxide emissions at power stations and the disposal of polychlorinated
biphenyl (PCB) contained in large electric transformers. However, he quit TEPCO on Feb. 20 this year after
learning that the Mainichi Shimbun newspaper had started investigating his re-employment.

According to sources close to TEPCO, the utility's Environment Department had intended since before the
March 11 disaster to hire a former metropolitan official because the department was having difficulties in
responding to a metropolitan government system that obliges plants and other facilities to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 6 to 8 percent, starting in April 2010.

TEPCO's general affairs division and former TEPCO officials singled out Ohashi, and the utility told him in
the summer of 2010 that it wanted to hire him as an advisor the next summer. At the time, Ohashi was
positive about the plan, but after the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami in March last year, he
declined to take up the post, saying, "The situation has changed."

TEPCO nevertheless sounded out Ohashi once more in May last year, but he refused again. In August,
TEPCO asked him one more time, saying, "We are in trouble making post-disaster responses, such as the
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disposal of debris (in disaster-stricken regions). Please advise us on how local governments think about
debris." Ohashi complied with TEPCO's request, thinking, "I can utilize my experience and will also be of
help to others." While Ohashi had initially offered to work for free, the utility's personnel affairs
department was reluctant to hire him that way and ended up paying him over 5 million yen a year in
salary.

A special measures law enacted after the March 11 quake disaster and nuclear crisis obliges TEPCO to
cooperate with the central and local governments over the treatment of debris contaminated with
radioactive materials.

Some in the utility's Environment Department had voiced concerns over hiring the former metropolitan
official, saying, "If this comes to surface, we would face criticism." However, the utility's general affairs
division rammed through the personnel plan. "On top of the treatment of debris, the biggest reason for us
to invite Mr. Ohashi was because we wanted to know the capital's policy directions,” sources close to the
case confided.

Ohashi collected information from metropolitan officials about the Tokyo government's plan to construct
a liquefied natural gas (LNG) power plant as part of measures to deal with electricity shortages. He
reported the information to TEPCO officials during its meetings. "We had expected that we would also be
able to get information on environmental policies (that he was specialized in) thereafter," said concerned
sources.

After retiring from the metropolitan government, Ohashi became a board member of a company
capitalized by local governments and then served as president of a metropolitan government-affiliated
organization for about a year until July last year.

"We hired him because we expected that he would exert a positive impact on our company,” said TEPCO
President Nishizawa. "If there's any criticism, we will face it."

TEPCO, TEPCO

March 16, 2012
TEPCO admits hiring another former gov't official after Fukushima meltdowns
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120316p2a00m0na009000c.html

Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) announced on March 15 that it hired another former public servant
following the outbreak of the nuclear disaster in March last year.

TEPCO revealed that it hired a retired Japan Coast Guard (JCG) official as a temporary worker in April last
year, a month after the outbreak of the nuclear crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant, to capitalize on
the former official's expertise.

The announcement came only hours after the Mainichi reported earlier the same day that TEPCO had
hired a former Tokyo Metropolitan Government official as an advisor in September last year to collect
information on the capital's energy policy. The ex-metropolitan official quit the post earlier this year.
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The fact that the utility hired at least two former public servants after the nuclear crisis appears likely to
draw further criticism of the utility, which has received massive financial assistance from the central

government to deal with the nuclear catastrophe.

In defending the utility's employment of the former JCG official, a TEPCO spokesperson said during a
press conference, "The former official has skills and techniques that our employees do not."

According to TEPCO, it hired the former JCG official on April 13 last year. The utility, however, withheld
the worker's gender, title and duties, only saying that the person was "engaged in port-related work."

Overall, the utility had hired 49 former civil servants as of the end of February this year, including those
recruited before the Fukushima nuclear disaster. Among the 49 former officials, seven were from the JCG,
two from the Forestry Agency, two from the Meteorological Agency, one from the Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism Ministry, one from the Fire and Disaster Management Agency, one from the
National Police Agency, 30 from local police departments, and five from local governments.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Let's not upset our people

Nuclear safety agency opposed expansion of safety measures in 2006
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120316p2g00m0dm012000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency proposed freezing studies started by the
Nuclear Safety Commission in 2006 to expand the disaster mitigation zone around nuclear power plants
in the event of a disaster, to bring Japanese regulations into compliance with international standards,
according to emails released Thursday by the commission.

The agency, under the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, argued that expansion of the zones
"could cause social unrest and increase popular anxiety," the emails showed.

The commission, an independent body supervising nuclear safety regulation, did not enlarge the zones
after considering the matter in 2006. It now appears the outcome was a result of the agency's repeated

complaints.
But if the commission had gone through with the expansion, the chaotic developments surrounding the

evacuation of people following the nuclear crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant in March last year
might have been mitigated, people familiar with the matter said.
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In March 2006, an expert panel at the commission began studying whether to expand the range of the
priority disaster mitigation zone from the current radius of between 8 and 10 kilometers from a nuclear
power plant, according to the emails.

While the current zone was set based on Japanese standards, new guidelines announced by the
International Atomic Energy Agency called for the area within a radius of 5 km as the top priority zone
and 30 km as the priority zone.

But the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency began to complain about the move in late April that year. In
an email on April 24, for example, the agency asked the commission not to use the expression "immediate
evacuation" for the top priority zone, and two days later asked it to freeze the studies.

Although the commission initially turned down the agency's repeated complaints, it eventually decided in
November not to expand the zone.

Yoshinori Moriyama, a senior agency official in charge of measures concerning nuclear emergencies, told
reporters Thursday the agency asked for the freeze so as to avoid a "hasty decision" which could have
thrown local governments into confusion.

Following the Fukushima nuclear crisis, triggered by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami last year, the
commission decided to expand the priority disaster mitigation zone to a radius of 30 km from plants and
set the area within a radius of 5 km as subject to immediate evacuation, as initially envisioned by the
commission in 2006.

TEPCO - it didn't work

March 22, 2012

TEPCO changes rate hike plan / Rates for industrial customers can't be raised

before contracts expire

The Yomiuri Shimbun

http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120321005009.htm

Tokyo Electric Power Co. said Wednesday that it will postpone utility rate hikes for some of its industrial
customers until after it can obtain their approval on its rate increase plans.
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Those subject to the postponement are industrial consumers whose current service contracts are
effective until after the planned April 1 implementation date for the new rates.

TEPCO's change of stance came after it judged that it failed to sufficiently explain to industrial customers
that rate hikes before the expiration of contracts require approval of the customers.

Earlier in the day, Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano said he had directed the utility to
take corrective measures to sufficiently explain its utility rate hike plans.

In a news conference held after a Cabinet meeting, Edano said, "Although utility increases before the
expiration of contracts require approval of customers, TEPCO failed to thoroughly explain that point."

TEPCO plans to raise the rates for industrial consumers, such as factories and office buildings, by an
average of 17 percent from April 1. The rates for these customers have already been deregulated, so the
utility is allowed to charge increased rates through negotiations with individual customers without
obtaining the approval of the METI minister.

The utility had sent to its industrial customers a document saying that "new utility rates will be applied
from April 1 regardless of the expiration dates for the current contracts.”

But as for industrial consumers whose contracts will come up for renewal on or after April 1, rates should
be maintained at the current levels until the present contracts expire.

TEPCO stopped short of explaining this point and dealt with individual customers separately when it was
asked about it.
"It's jaw-dropping," Edano said. "I want TEPCO to rectify its management culture drastically."

About 240,000 industrial customers are subject to the planned hikes, the utility said.

In connection with the rate hike plan, TEPCO President Toshio Nishizawa once said, "Rate increases are a
power company's right." This sparked backlash from local governments and industrial sectors.

Regarding the rate hike for households that requires ministry approval, the utility plans to apply for an
increase of about 10 percent effective from July. But it will face severe screening by the ministry.
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More information disappears

Fukushima Pref. deleted 5 days of radiation dispersion data just after meltdowns

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120322p2a00m0na012000c.html

The Fukushima Prefectural Government revealed on March 21 that it deleted five days of early radiation
dispersion data almost entirely unread in the wake of the meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear
plant.

The data from the System for Prediction of Environmental Emergency Dose Information (SPEEDI) --
intended to predict the spread of radioactive contamination, information vital for issuing evacuation
advisories -- was emailed to the prefectural government by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology.

According to the prefecture's disaster countermeasure office, just after the March 2011 quake and
tsunami, its dedicated SPEEDI terminal was unable to receive data due to effects of the disasters.
Therefore, prefectural officials asked the Nuclear Safety Technology Center, which operates SPEED], to
send data via email on March 12, 2011 -- one day into the nuclear crisis. The Nuclear Safety Technology
Center then sent the data hourly starting at 11:54 p.m. that day. The Fukushima Prefectural Government,
however, deleted all the data it received from March 12 to about 9 a.m. March 16.

The prefectural government's nuclear center in Okuma, one of the towns hosting the Fukushima No. 1
plant, received emailed data once at midnight on March 11, but the disaster countermeasure office in the
prefectural capital was not aware of it.

"We failed to share the information amid all the confusion, and the fact that we had asked for the
information to be sent by email hadn't been shared within the countermeasure office," said Yoshihiro
Koyama, head of the prefecture's nuclear safety measures section. "We have not been able to confirm
when the data was deleted and by who."

At around 10:30 a.m. on March 13, 2011, the disaster countermeasure office confirmed for the first time
that it had received data from the central government's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency by fax. But
the disaster countermeasure office judged that "the data is useless because the predicted amount of
released radiation is unrealistic."

The Fukushima Prefectural Government also failed to give the data to the people of the prefecture and
local municipalities partly because the central government was supposed to release such data in the first
place.
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Click here for the original Japanese story

Use of public funds

March 22, 2012

Mayor of town hosting nuke plant under fire for gifts to prefectural governor, exec
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120322p2a00m0na004000c.html

GENKALI, Saga -- The mayor of this town which is home to Kyushu Electric Power Co.'s Genkai nuclear
power plant sent beef and other local delicacies to the Saga governor and the utility's executive last year,
when the reactivation of the plant's reactors had been debated, it has emerged.

Genkai Mayor Hideo Kishimoto gave the food gifts to Saga Gov. Yasushi Furukawa and a senior official at
Kyushu Electric Power Co. between April and May 2011, at a time when the recipients' decisions were at
stake over the resumption of the Genkai nuclear plant's No. 2 and No. 3 reactors.

According to the Genkai Municipal Government, the mayor brought to Gov. Furukawa six packs of
strawberries under the local brand "Saga Honoka" (4,725 yen in total) as a souvenir on April 20, 2011, and
sent to the governor a Saga beef set (8,320 yen) and four packages of raw hamburg (1,680 yen in total) at
a postal cost of 950 yen on May 26. The gifts and the mail cost were covered by the mayor's entertainment

expenses.

Furthermore, Mayor Kishimoto gave an assortment of Saga beef (25,600 yen) to a senior Kyushu Electric
official when he visited the utility on May 30 last year. All the gift items were given on the grounds of
"promoting local specialties of Genkai and other areas," according to the city.

When asked about the use of public funds for the gifts to the governor, Mayor Kishimoto said, "I don't
remember well, but [ probably thought that [ needed to have the governor know about local specialties as

he was eager to export prefecture-made products overseas. ... | never talked about the reactivation of
nuclear reactors."

Gov. Furukawa said, "I don't remember if I received the gifts or not. I believe the mayor brings such items
as promotional tools rather than as presents."

Kyushu Electric's press officials commented, "We are confirming the facts at the moment."

A reform task force for TEPCO ?

March 25, 2012
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Task force eyed for TEPCO to oversee reform / Outside experts to work with

new chairman
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120324003250.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun
The government's Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund has begun considering the establishment of
a reform task force comprised of outside members for Tokyo Electric Power Co., according to sources.

The fund plans to invite a new chairman of TEPCO's board of directors from outside the utility and set up
the task force under the direct command of the new chairman.

The fund aims to proceed with management reforms after it contributes money to TEPCO.

Officials from the fund, including experts in corporate rehabilitation, will join the task force to bolster the
authority of the new chairman.

The fund envisions the task force will have sufficient authority to advise the new chairman and supervise
TEPCO's management.

TEPCO will include steps to restructure itself into a company with committees when it proposes a
comprehensive special business plan at a shareholders meeting in June.

As aresult, a majority in TEPCO's board of directors will be from outside the utility. Operating officers
promoted from within will oversee practical operations.

However, as many outside board directors would be part-time, it could take a long time for them to
understand details of the company's internal affairs.

Some government officials have voiced concern that operating officers promoted from within TEPCO may
take over the reins of power and that the reforms would become toothless.

It also is possible that the outside board directors do not have advanced knowledge of electricity supply
and other key aspects of the company's operations.

The reform task force operating under the direct command of TEPCO's new chairman is modeled after a
system first introduced by the Industrial Revitalization Corporation of Japan (IRC]), established in 2003 as
a joint public-private sector fund, in which it dispatched its officials to companies that it funded. The IRC]
disbanded in 2007.

TEPCO's task force on reform will comprise experts in accounting, corporate rehabilitation and other
fields. Task force members will not be transferred to the power company but rather work both for the
fund and as TEPCO officials.
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The task force will supervise operating officers promoted from within TEPCO, and relay the new
chairman's management policy to other executives and working-level employees.

The fund also expects the new chairman will bring staff from his or her company to join the task force.
However, TEPCO executives oppose the plan, arguing the establishment of such a task force under the
direct command of the new chairman will lead to conflicts with other internal entities in the future.

What "neutrality” ?

March 26, 2012

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120326p2a00m0na005000c.html

Nuclear industry group paid 7.9 million yen to 4 scholars on Fukui panel

FUKUI -- An Osaka-based nuclear power industry group with strong ties to Kansai Electric Power Co.
(KEPCO) paid four members of a 12-member Fukui prefectural nuclear safety advisory panel a total of 7.9
million yen in contributions between fiscal 2006 and 2010, the Mainichi has learned.

The Fukui prefectural panel is tasked with giving Fukui Prefecture, home to over a dozen nuclear
reactors, technical advice, including guidance related to decisions on the restart of idled KEPCO nuclear

power plants.

According to the Osaka-based Kansai nuclear power council (Kan Gen Kon), it gave the money to the four
in the form of research grants. They are Fukui University professor Yoshinobu [zumi, who received
300,000 yen in fiscal 2010, Osaka University professor Kazutoshi Nishimoto, who received 3.6 million yen
between fiscal 2006 and 2008, former Kyoto University professor Kaichiro Mishima who received 3
million yen between 2006 and 2007 and Nagoya University professor Akio Yamamoto, who received 1
million yen between fiscal 2009 and 2010.

A KEPCO board member normally chairs the Kan Gen Kon and KEPCO serves as a corporate member. The
Kan Gen Kon says it is giving research grants to scholars who have made contributions to the promotion
of nuclear power and the use of radiation and are conducting promising research. It added it is operating

independently of KEPCO.

The Fukui prefectural panel stipulates only that the governor will request experts to be on the panel
without requiring them to report on contributions from the nuclear power industry and other details.
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The governmental Nuclear Safety Commission of Japan asks prospective members of the commission to
voluntarily report their relations with the electric power industry and other details to ensure neutrality in
their screenings of nuclear issues.

Click here for the original Japanese story

The FEPC against prevention

March 27,2012

Industry body opposed boosting nuke disaster prevention steps before Fukushima
crisis

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120327p2a00m0na015000c.html

The Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan (FEPC) had told the government's Nuclear Safety
Commission (NSC) in writing that it would oppose any plans to step up preventative measures against
nuclear accidents shortly before the outbreak on March 11, 2011, of the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1
Nuclear Power Plant, according to documents obtained by the Mainichi through information disclosure
laws.

The FEPC, which groups 10 power companies in the country, said in written documents addressed to the
NSC that it would stand against the government body's move to strengthen the country's preventative
measures against nuclear accidents because such plans would give the impression that nuclear power was
dangerous and affect the regions hosting nuclear power plants accordingly, as well as push up costs for
such measures. The revelation shows that the utility firms in the country downplayed preventative
measures against nuclear accidents.

The NSC, tasked with drawing up the country's guidelines on nuclear disaster prevention, started its
preparations to introduce new guidelines in March 2006 after the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) defined international standards for preventative measures against major nuclear accidents in
2002. However, the NSC had shelved its plan for tougher preventative measures once because the
government's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) repeatedly opposed the move, saying, "It
would amplify public fears about nuclear power."

But many foreign countries started to introduce preventative measures against nuclear accidents, and
therefore the NSC expressed its intention to consider introducing tougher preventative measures again in
its "basic plans for near-term measures" released in December 2010.
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Responding to the NSC's move, the FEPC sent the written documents to the NSC on Jan. 13 and Feb. 3,
2011, saying that it had "estimated in its own right" the possible reaction from local governments in the
event that the international standards were adopted.

On the impact of the introduction of a Precautionary Action Zone (PAZ) designated within a radius of
about five kilometers from a troubled nuclear power plant, the FEPC said, "It could cause land prices to fall
and reduce the number of tourists." It also opposed the idea of expanding Emergency Planning Zones
(EPZ) within a radius of eight to 10 kilometers from a troubled nuclear power plant to designate an
Urgent Protective Action Planning Zone (UPZ) within a radius of about 30 kilometers from the nuclear
plant, saying, "Local governments that fall within the zone will demand subsidies."

Shortly after that, the crisis broke out at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant. The NSC worked out
new guidelines based on international standards on March 22 this year. The government set aside 8.97
billion yen for "subsidies for emergency safety measures"” in the state budget for fiscal 2012, three times
more than the outlay for the previous year. The NSC said, "Before the accident, the plant operators that
were supposed to be regulated were allowed to intervene in policy decision-making."

The FEPC, on the other hand, said, "It was part of our cooperation in introducing standards."

It had already been found out that NISA also opposed the introduction of tougher disaster prevention
measures in 2006.

Click here for the original Japanese story

How much should be in textbooks?

March 28, 2012

School textbooks diverge on handling of tsunami photos, nuclear disaster
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120328p2a00m0na010000c.html

New high-school textbooks whose screening results were announced on March 27 made many references
to the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami, but diverged on the handling of photos, and descriptions
of the ensuing disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant.

Publisher Tokyo Shoseki Co. carried a section for students to learn about natural disasters in its textbook
"Kagagu to Ningen Seikatsu" (Science and human life). A color photo showing a tsunami surging into a
residential area on March 11, 2011 took up about half a page in the B5-sized textbook. The photo was
taken by Mainichi photographer Koichiro Tezuka, and won a Japan Newspaper Publishers and Editors
Association award.
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According to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, a total of 53 textbooks in
eight of the 10 main subjects mentioned the earthquake disaster, while three textbooks used photos of the
March 2011 tsunami.

"Photographs firmly convey the unparalleled extent of the disaster. We took the schools hit by the
disaster into consideration, and cut photos so that human suffering was not brought to the fore," a Tokyo
Shoseki official said.

Many textbooks carried smaller photos of devastated city areas and rubble, and used chronological lists
to describe the disaster.

"There are concerns about the psychological impact on people hit by the disaster. We carried photos of
the Great Hanshin Earthquake but it's hard to tell if this was the right thing to do," one publishing official
commented.

A total of 16 textbooks from six subjects made references to the nuclear disaster triggered by the quake.
But only Yamakawa Shuppansha's "Gendai Shakai" (Modern society) published the name of the operator
of the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant (Tokyo Electric Power Co.). The Education Ministry's screening
guidelines request that publishers refrain from advertising or criticizing specific companies, and many
publishers were careful about their descriptions, using only such terms as "the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear
Power Plant." Some publishers added that the nuclear crisis had yet to be conclusively evaluated, so
handling the disaster was difficult.

Only one publisher, Kairyudo Publishing Co., touched on the issue of radioactive contamination and food
safety in its textbook "Katei Kiso" (Home basics). The deadline for textbook submissions was in late April
last year. At the time of the quake, the textbook contained no mention of radiation. However, editorial staff
judged that the subject concerned life and people's lifestyles, and before the deadline, which was extended
by about one month due to the quake and tsunami, it added a column whose theme was "radiation's
pollution of the environment and interim regulatory limits."

An official of another textbook publisher commented, "We were busy responding to the disaster, and
unable to include all the references we wanted to."

Publishers are now expected to apply to replace content in their textbooks.

Click here for the original Japanese stor

Yes, what about the promised regulatory body?

April 9, 2012

Govt. urged to set up new nuclear regulator
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120409_24.html
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Japanese municipalities hosting nuclear power stations have urged Nuclear Crisis Minister Goshi Hosono

to expedite the planned launch of a new regulating body.

Kazuharu Kawase, the head of an association of such municipalities and the mayor of Tsuruga City, visited

Hosono on Monday to make the request.

Kawase told the minister that the government's stress tests, its call for establishing a reactor service life

of 40 years, and its new safety standards all lack scientific basis.

He said people living near nuclear power plants are becoming increasingly confused and are losing faith

in the government.
He asked Hosono to establish a new and reliable nuclear regulatory body as soon as possible. He also

asked the minister to ensure that the new body functions effectively and that it clearly explains how it is

going to improve safety.

Hosono replied that the establishment of a new body will help assure residents of nuclear safety. He said
he hopes to launch such an agency in the not-too-distant future after getting opposition parties on board.

Kawase also said many people who were evacuated after last year's nuclear accident at the Fukushima
Daiichi power plant do not know when they can return to their home towns. He called for the speedy
decontamination of affected areas, saying residents' uncertainties about their futures are fueling their
distrust of the government.

Livelihoods vs safety

Incumbent in nuclear host city re-elected as voters give priority to

livelihoods
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120416p2a00m0na012000c.html

OMAEZAK]I, Shizuoka -- Voters in this city, home to the controversial Hamaoka Nuclear Power Plant,
reluctantly helped incumbent Mayor Shigeo Ishihara win re-election in the April 15 mayoral election,
saying their livelihoods will be in trouble without a nuclear power plant.

Ishihara, 64, the only candidate who did not voiced opposition to the reactivation of the plant, was re-
elected to a third four-year term by collecting 12,018 votes, compared with 6,840 for former city
assemblyman Katsuhisa Mizuno, 58, and 1,891 for travel agent Haruhisa Muramatsu, 60.

59


http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120416p2a00m0na012000c.html

The election came after an expert panel under the Cabinet Office in late March predicted that a tsunami of
up to 21 meters -- or far higher than an 18-meter levee under construction -- may strike this Pacific
coastal city.

Chubu Electric Power Co.'s Hamaoka plant, southwest of Tokyo, has been suspended since May last year
on the orders of then Prime Minister Naoto Kan in the aftermath of the Fukushima nuclear disaster
triggered by the March 11 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami.

But a number of residents in the city with a population of about 35,000 told the Mainichi that they voted
for the incumbent mayor because the regional economy will run into trouble without the Hamaoka plant.

A company employee in his 50s who cast his ballot in the city's Ikeshinden district questioned the
credibility of the huge tsunami prediction and said, "I want opponents of nuclear power to know how the
lives of nuclear power plant workers will be affected.”

Another company employee in his 40s said that the nuclear power plant is necessary for the city, adding
that Omaezaki will be in serious trouble economically without it.

But a housewife in her 30s who has two elementary school-age children, said she did not vote for
Ishihara. "The local economy is important, but it will be worse if an earthquake hits, making here
uninhabitable and causing health hazards."

Ishihara said after his re-election that he takes the opinions of those who voted for his rivals seriously. He
pledged to do his best to bring the whole city together.

Asked about the 21-meter-tall tsunami prediction, the mayor said he will ask the central government to
back up its claim with evidence. He said it is not fair for the central government to come up with such
projections while construction of the levee 18 meters above sea level is under way.

He added that he has no choice but to ask plant operator Chubu Electric Power to take additional safety
measures in the course of future negotiations.

The Omaezaki election was the latest in a series of local elections in which incumbent leaders in
municipalities hosting nuclear power plants have prevailed over rivals without coming out against nuclear
power.
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Record low for nukes

Nuclear operating rate hits record low in FY2011
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120416_24.html

Japan's nuclear power plants were operating at a record-low rate during the just-ended fiscal year, due to
the effects of the Fukushima nuclear disaster.

The Federation of Electric Power Companies says that the average operating rate for Japan's 54 nuclear
reactors stood at 23.7% for the year that ended in March.

The figure is down 43.6 points from the year before and the lowest since 1966, when commercial nuclear
power generation began in Japan.

Before the Fukushima disaster in March of last year, about 37 reactors were in operation. But many have
since gone offline for regular inspections, with no clear prospects for reactivation. Only one reactor, in
Hokkaido, northern Japan, remains online.

During the past fiscal year, Japan's 10 regional power companies generated or purchased about 937
billion kilowatt-hours of electricity.

The figure was down year-on-year by a record margin of 5%, due partly to nationwide efforts to save
power in the wake of the nuclear disaster.

Better the devil you know

April 16,2012

Hamaoka nuclear host city reacts angrily to anti-nuclear forces
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120416p2a00m0na001000c.html

OMAEZAKI, Shizuoka -- Voters in this city, home to the Hamaoka Nuclear Power Plant, favored incumbent
Mayor Shigeo Ishihara over two other candidates in the April 15 mayoral election after heeding his

election campaign promise that he will listen to local residents and carefully guide the city when it comes
to restarting the idled nuclear station.

The city, southwest of Tokyo, has co-existed with the power plant of Chubu Electric Power Co. for more
than 35 years, and the latest election focused on the fate of the idled nuclear power plant.
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Two rookies -- former city assemblyman Katsuhisa Mizuno and travel agent Haruhisa Muramatsu -- took
on the incumbent mayor by vowing not to approve the plant's reactivation and by calling for the
decommissioning of the plant, respectively.

But voters opted for Ishihara over the two rookies apparently out of consideration for the city's long
association with nuclear power.

Mayor Ishihara has pursued a conciliatory approach toward Chubu Electric Power while cooperating with
the central government in going along with a pluthermal or plutonium-thermal program.

But Ishihara said after the March 11, 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami triggered the crisis
at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant that the nuclear safety myth was over. But at the same time,
he asked Chubu Electric Power to beef up measures against tsunami in an effort to keep the option open
for restarting the idled Hamaoka plant.

But the city's fiscal 2011 budget totaling 16.8 billion yen, crafted before the nuclear plant was suspended
last May, shows that nuclear-related subsidies and fixed property tax accounted for about 40 percent. If
the power plant goes offline permanently, it will be difficult for the city to maintain public facilities
that have been built or are under construction thanks to such subsidies. City residents know that
and made the "realistic choice" to re-elect Ishihara.

But there is no clear-cut indication of how the city is going to implement measures against projections by
an expert panel under the Cabinet Office that a tsunami of up to 21 meters may hit the city along the
Pacific coast.

Omaezaki and surrounding municipalities will face heated debate, as in the case of the Oi Nuclear Power
Plant operated by Kansai Electric Power Co. (By Susumu Funatsu, Kakegawa Bureau)
April 16, 2012(Mainichi Japan)

Reorganisation of TEPCO
April 19,2012

TEPCO to draw up renewal plan under new chairman

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120419_11.html
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The government's search for a new head of an ailing utility has finally come to an end. It is set to name a
lawyer as the chairman of the Tokyo Electric Power Company, to which it plans to inject more than 10
billion dollars in public funds.

The government has decided to appoint to the post Kazuhiko Shimokobe, a former vice president of the
Japan Federation of Bar Associations.

After the Fukushima Daiichi accident, Shimokobe was posted as the chair of the government-backed
nuclear compensation fund. He has also headed a third-party panel investigating the utility's management

and finances.

Shimokobe will replace Tsunehisa Katsumata, the current chairman of the firm at the company's next
shareholders meeting.

Tokyo Electric and the compensation fund is now set to draw up under its new chairman a business
turnaround plan, which was to have been submitted by the end of March.

Creation of the plan has been delayed by difficulties in finding a new person to lead the company, given its
hard situation.

The turnaround plan calls for the injection of about 12 billion dollars in public funds to boost the firm's
capital base. The government will hold a maximum two-thirds of voting rights.

The plan is also expected to call for an electricity rate hike of about 10 percent for households.

What's with the promised nuclear safety agency ?

April 20,2012

Political tension should not hamper talks on nuclear agency: Hosono
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120420p2g00m0dm063000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Nuclear disaster minister Goshi Hosono on Friday expressed hope that parliamentary
deliberations on a government bill to launch Japan's new nuclear safety agency would not be further
delayed amid rising political tension over blunders by two other ministers.

"We have been waiting for the discussions with the (main opposition) Liberal Democratic Party since
January over the new regulatory body, but deliberations have not yet started," Hosono, who doubles as
environment minister, told a press conference.
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"I think talks on nuclear regulations and safety should be discussed properly without being influenced by
the political situation,” he added.

On Friday, the opposition-controlled House of Councillors approved censure motions against Defense
Minister Naoki Tanaka, who has been criticized for his handling of a string of security issues, and
transport minister Takeshi Maeda, accused of trying to meddle in a recent local election.

The LDP, which submitted the motions on Wednesday along with other opposition parties, says it will
continue to boycott all parliamentary deliberations unless the two ministers are replaced immediately.
The motions are non-binding.

Amid growing political confrontation, the LDP and its ally, the New Komeito party, submitted a bill on
Friday that aims to create an independent nuclear regulatory commission as a counterproposal to the
government's bill.

Both entities are the same in that they would be placed under the Environment Ministry, but the
opposition parties seek to make the commission sufficiently free from political influence by legally
guaranteeing its independence in line with Article 3 of the National Government Organization Act.

Under the counterproposal, the commission will be an umbrella organization of a new nuclear regulatory
agency, and would take control of the agency's personnel and budget matters.

The government has decided to review its nuclear regulations after the current setup of the nuclear safety
agency under the Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry, which has promoted atomic power, came under
fire following the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, triggered by the earthquake and
tsunami on March 11 last year.

The government hoped to separate the current agency from the industry ministry and create a new
nuclear regulatory agency on April 1, but failed to do so amid objections from opposition parties.

"Reform" for TEPCO

April 26,2012
Reform headquarters under direct control of new chairman to be set up at

TEPCO
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120426p2a00m0na016000c.html
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The Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund and Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) have decided to set
up a "reform headquarters"” at Japan's biggest utility in June that will directly report to Kazuhiko
Shimokobe, the utility's next chairman.

The secretariat of the reform headquarters is expected to consist mainly of senior staff from the Nuclear
Damage Liability Facilitation Fund and TEPCO's middle-ranking reform-minded employees. The reform
headquarters, tasked with carrying out internal supervision and coordination as Shimokobe's task force,
will take the lead in reforming the giant organization that boasts about 50,000 group employees.

The scheme will be included in the "comprehensive special business plan" that the Nuclear Damage
Liability Facilitation Fund and TEPCO plan to jointly submit to Economy, Trade and Industry Minister
Yukio Edano on April 27. The business plan outlines measures to restructure the utility and review the
composition and nature of the business organization.

The reform headquarters is expected to be staffed by 20 to 30 people. The successor to current TEPCO
President Toshio Nishizawa will be named deputy chief of the reform headquarters. Those middle-ranking
TEPCO employees whom the Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund judged through interviews and
other means as having "strong crisis awareness" of the utility's current status will be selected and
recruited from all sections across the company including the fuel division. The reform headquarters will
also be tasked with conquering the drawbacks from the persistent sectionalism rampant within the
company.

Former industry ministry official Takashi Shimada, who had played a key role in compiling the
"comprehensive special business plan" as head of the steering committee of the Nuclear Damage Liability
Facilitation Fund will be named a leader of the secretariat of the reform headquarters. Shimada was a key
figure within the industry ministry who advocated a reform of the electric power industry. While being
respected by industry minister Edano, Shimada had long served as secretary for former state minister for
economic and fiscal policy Kaoru Yosano who has appealed for the need of nuclear power. Therefore,
TEPCO Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata has faith in Shimada. While playing a role in bridging between the
government and TEPCO, which tend to conflict with each other, Shimada will keep a close eye out for what
is going on within and outside the company. Consultants and accountants from outside will also be
recruited into the reform headquarters.

The government will inject one trillion yen in public funds into TEPCO after receiving endorsement for
the comprehensive business plan in early May following the Golden Week holiday period. The government
is expected to secure a majority stake in the utility that carries with it voting rights in such a way to
effectively nationalize the company. TEPCO, under Shimokobe as chairman, will move ahead to reform
itself as stipulated in the comprehensive business plan, reducing costs by 3.3 trillion yen over 10 years
and splitting the company into power transmission and distribution entities.
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TEPCO will have a majority of its board members from outside and become a company with committees
in June. The utility will facilitate smooth payments of damages for the Fukushima nuclear disaster and
ensure stable power supply simultaneously by setting up the task force under the direct control of the
chairman to accelerate its reform efforts. The reform headquarters are poised to play a leading role in
addressing difficult issues including that of electricity rate hikes.

TEPCO's business plan

April 28,2012

TEPCO submits 10-year restructuring plan to gov't
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120428p2g00m0dm030000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Tokyo Electric Power Co. and a state-backed bailout fund submitted to the government
Friday a restructuring plan to help the company overcome its financial plight following the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power plant disaster, such as through the injection of 1 trillion yen in public funds and
electricity rate hikes.

The so-called comprehensive special business plan will become official once Economy, Trade and
Industry Minister Yukio Edano gives his approval, possibly in early May, paving the way for the de facto
nationalization of Japan's largest utility known as TEPCO.

The content of the document will be announced after gaining approval, TEPCO and the Nuclear Damage
Liability Facilitation Fund said.

In addition to promising to cut more than 3 trillion yen in costs through fiscal 2020 to finance
compensation payments related to the nuclear accident, TEPCO will seek to increase profits by raising
household electricity rates by about 10 percent for three years from July and restarting its idled nuclear
reactors in Niigata Prefecture from fiscal 2013.

The utility is seeking to swing into the black in the business year through March 2014, but it is uncertain
whether controversial measures such as rate hikes and restarting reactors can be carried out as planned.

TEPCO President Toshio Nishizawa, speaking to reporters after holding talks with the fund to finalize the
plan, said, "I'm aware that the hurdle (we have to overcome) is extremely high...and the company will
work as one toward that end."

In a symbolic move to mark a fresh start for the company, TEPCO Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata and
Nishizawa are likely to step down at the company's annual shareholders' meeting in late June. More than
half of the board of directors will be invited from outside the company to enhance management oversight.
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The government has already decided to appoint Kazuhiko Shimokobe, a lawyer and head of the bailout
fund's decision-making board, as the next TEPCO chairman, and the focus of attention is now shifting to
who will be promoted from inside the company to succeed Nishizawa.

The new management lineup will be unveiled when the company announces its financial results for fiscal
2011 likely in May, according to Nishizawa.

Shimokobe separately told reporters he plans to set up a management reform task force that he and the
new president will directly take control of. He wants it to be joined by reform-minded mid-level and
younger employees and, if necessary, seek cooperation from experts outside.

"This is effectively the last chance to renew TEPCO. We're going to do this work with speed,” Shimokobe
said.

TEPCO and the fund had initially expected to finalize the restructuring plan by the end of March, but the
move was delayed because the government had difficulty in choosing the next chairman to lead the
company's reform process.

In addition to trillions of yen in compensation payments, the once blue-chip company faces a heavy
financial burden amid increasing fuel costs for thermal power generation to make up for halted nuclear
power generation following the Fukushima accident.

It is also looking at massive costs for the decades-long process of scrapping the Fukushima Daiichi plant's
four reactors, three of which suffered meltdowns following the huge earthquake and tsunami on March
11, 2011.

In late March, TEPCO made a request for the capital injection to the fund, saying the company might fall
into negative net worth without the 1 trillion yen of taxpayers' money.

In return for the aid, the government is expected to acquire a majority stake in the company, which would
enable the state to choose board members, and make sure it can boost the stake to more than two-thirds
for stronger control if necessary, according to sources close to the matter.

TEPCO has so far won approval to get 1.58 trillion yen of financial assistance from the fund, but the aid is
limited to the use of paying ballooning compensation, and TEPCO remains in a tough business situation
due to such challenges as growing fuel costs.

Bribes
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May 3,2012

Consumers ultimately paid up for nuclear bribery in japan

http://nuclear-news.net/2012/05/03 /consumers-ultimately-paid-up-for-nuclear-
bribery-in-japan/

Consumers ultimately footed bill, Utilities gave nuclear plant hosts
billions http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120502x1.html
Kyodo Electric utilities, their subsidiaries and related organizations provided at least ¥28.7 billion to local

governments, mostly as donations, during the five years through to March 31, local government sources
and data obtained by Kyodo News revealed.

The electric power companies incorporated most of the expenses into their electricity
charges for consumers and business clients as necessary costs for power generation. Such donations are

not required to be made public and may amount to more than the latest finding revealed Tuesday, experts
said.

The central government has recently hammered out a plan to ban power
utilities from incorporating their donations in electricity charges.

The donations were given to prefectural governments, prefectural
capitals and 60 governments of municipalities that host nuclear power
plants or are located near such plants.
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Among the around 650 cases of donations uncovered, more than ¥100
million was provided to local governments in 35 cases, 30 of which
involved municipalities that host nuclear plants or are located near

them. Besides locations with power plants, Kansai Electric Power Co.
donated ¥250 million to the Osaka Municipal Government to help finance
a face-lift for a municipal science museum.

The biggest single amount given was about ¥5 billion that Tokyo
Electric Power Co., which operates the troubled Fukushima No. 1
nuclear plant, provided in 2007 to the city of Kashiwazaki in Niigata
Prefecture to help build and maintain Yume no Mori Park, facing the
Sea of Japan.

Kashiwazaki and the neighboring village of Kariwa in the same
prefecture are home to Tepco’s seven-reactor Kashiwazaki-Kariwa
nuclear plant, the world’s largest atomic plant, with a combined
output capacity of 8.2 million kw.

Tepco also gave about ¥4 billion worth of cash and land lots to Kariwa.

The Fukui Prefectural Government accepted ¥1.33 billion in funds to
build a railway directly linking Tsuruga Station in the prefecture
with the cities of Osaka, Kyoto and Kobe.

Fukui Prefecture hosts the largest number of nuclear reactors in Japan.
The donations are believed to have been provided by Kansai Electric
and Japan Atomic Power Co. The Fukui Prefectural Government has
refused to identify the donors, noting they do not wish to be

identified.

Kepco operates three nuclear power plants and Japan Atomic Power one
in Fukui Prefecture.

The Gifu Prefectural Government accepted about ¥1.89 billion in 2008
from Chubu Electric Power Co. under an agreement with the Nagoya-based
utility to finance a road construction project near a hydroelectric

power plant.
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The agreement was made after the utility withdrew from the power
plant’s construction.

The Shizuoka Prefectural Government accepted around ¥1.63 billion from
Chubu Electric in the three years through March after the local
government could not receive state subsidies for two of five reactors

at the Hamaoka nuclear plant in the city of Omaezaki, Shizuoka
Prefecture. The two reactors ceased operation in 2009.

All about transparency and independence

New nuclear regulatory agency still up in air
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120506p2g00m0dm062000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Japan entered a rare period on Sunday of having no nuclear power supply following
last year's Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant disaster, without seeing much progress on shaping a new
nuclear regulatory agency that could play a key role in addressing public concerns over the safety of
atomic power.

The government plans to establish a new agency under the Environment Ministry amid criticism that the
existing Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency lacks teeth because it is under the umbrella of the Economy,
Trade and Industry Ministry, a promoter of nuclear power.

But parliamentary deliberations on a bill submitted by the government to launch the new agency on April
1 have not yet started and the main opposition Liberal Democratic Party has complained that the
organization's independence would not be sufficiently secure under the government plan.

"What the government is trying to do is just create a second NISA under the Environment Ministry," LDP
lawmaker and former Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuhisa Shiozaki said after the submission of the
government bill in January.

To challenge the government, the LDP, along with its ally, the New Komeito party, submitted a bill in April
that proposes putting a new agency under the control of what they call a "nuclear regulatory commission"
with a legally guaranteed independence.

The appointment of the five commission members would require Diet approval and the commission
would have the right to decide on the agency's personnel and budget matters.
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The organizational structure reflects Shiozaki's view that one of the important lessons Japan must learn
from the Fukushima crisis is to reduce the risks created by political interference.

Former Prime Minister Naoto Kan, who had to deal with the crisis when it first erupted, has come in for
criticism from some quarters, with a private-sector nuclear accident investigation panel saying in a report
itissued in late February that "unnecessary confusion" may have occurred because people at the prime
minister's office who lacked sufficient expertise got involved in detailed technical issues in trying to
contain the crisis.

In the United States, with regard to events that would be occurring inside the plant, responsibility would
lie with the plant operator and the regulator, Richard Meserve, former chairman of U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, said during a hearing in Tokyo by a Diet-appointed accident investigation panel
in February.

In the counterproposal, the opposition parties made clear that the envisioned commission would wield
authority over technical matters inside nuclear power plants even in the event of an accident.

But the government believes that political decisions could increase in importance during emergencies,
such as when mobilizing the Self-Defense Forces, and doubts whether the opposition-proposed collegiate
panel would be capable of swift decision-making.

The delay in the launch of the new agency has also complicated the issue of whether to restart two
reactors in Fukui Prefecture to address power shortages in the summer, with some ruling Democratic
Party of Japan lawmakers calling for the government to wait until the agency is created before making a
final decision.

Satoshi Arai, chair of a DP] taskforce on nuclear accident-related issues, has warned that it would lead to
problems in the future if the government rushes to restart them without changing the current framework,
in which the nuclear regulator is under the auspices of its promoter, the industry ministry.

"Industry minister Yukio Edano is in charge of NISA and at the same time of energy policy ... These two
functions were what the International Atomic Energy Agency advised Japan in 2007 to separate, but what
was not implemented," he told a meeting of party members in mid-April.
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Now that the opposition parties have compiled a counterproposal on a new regulatory body, a
government official involved in preparing for the launch of a new agency expects that things will start to
progress.

"In the not-so-distant future, I believe arrangements will be made to reach a conclusion on the issue
because we all understand that we cannot take so much time," he said.

Muneo Morokuzu, a professor at the University of Tokyo,expressed hope that the ruling and opposition
parties would engage in talks not only on the form of the organization, but also on more substantial issues
related to the new agency.

"Regardless of the legal status of the regulatory body, what is important is to create a new agency with
greater independence and a high degree of professionalism,” said the professor specializing in nuclear
regulations.

M.Hirose

May 8, 2012

TEPCO new president vows to promote reform

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120508_35.html

The incoming president of Tokyo Electric Power Company says he will do his best to quickly pay damages
to those affected by the Fukushima nuclear accident, while promoting the reform of the company.

Managing Director Naomi Hirose was speaking to reporters on Tuesday after he was named the new
president at a board meeting earlier in the day.

Hirose said one of his main tasks will be to ensure that people affected by the nuclear accident at the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant will be compensated.

He said he will work toward the decommissioning of the crippled plant while stabilizing it. He said that
providing electricity in a stable way while streamlining the company will also be an important task.

Hirose said the firm, together with a government-backed nuclear disaster fund, has already drawn up a
plan listing what the company has to do. He said what matters is to implement those measures.

He said he will take the lead in reforming the company to show people a new TEPCO as soon as possible.
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Restructuring TEPCO
May 9, 2012

Government approves TEPCO's restructuring plan
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120509_36.html

The Japanese government has approved a restructuring plan for the Tokyo Electric Power Company, or
TEPCO, to cover the huge expenses from the Fukushima nuclear plant accident.

Industry minister Yukio Edano conveyed the decision on Wednesday to TEPCO's outgoing President
Toshio Nishizawa and Kazuhiko Shimokobe, who was recently chosen to be the next Chairman of the

utility. Shimokobe currently chairs the steering committee of a state-backed nuclear compensation fund.

The plan, submitted by TEPCO and the state-backed fund on April 27th, is to put the company effectively
under state control after its general shareholders' meeting in June.

The plan calls for the government to inject about 12.5 billion dollars in taxpayer's money for it to hold a
majority stake.

The government will also extend about 10.7 billion dollars more to help TEPCO pay compensation to
those affected by the accident.

To rebuild its finances, TEPCO says it will ask the government to approve a 10.28-percent increase in
household electricity fees.

The utility has also proposed a new rate plan geared to encourage energy-saving by raising part of
summer daytime rates while lowering them for night use.

The plan is expected to help TEPCO avoid liabilities exceeding assets from the costs of compensation and
the decommissioning of the Fukushima reactors.

Government to reform TEPCO?

May 10, 2012

Editorial: Gov't should fulfill responsibility for rehabilitation of TEPCO
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /perspectives/news/20120510p2a00m0na017000c.html
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The Japanese government is urged to fulfill its responsibility for the rehabilitation of the troubled Tokyo
Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), which it has placed under its control.

Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano on May 9 approved a rehabilitation plan worked out
by TEPCO, the operator of the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant. Under the proposal, the
government will provide TEPCO with an infusion of approximately 1 trillion yen in public funds through
its purchase of TEPCO shares.

The infusion will bring the total amount of public funds provided to TEPCO to some 3.5 trillion yen, which
includes those for the payment of compensation to victims of the nuclear disaster.

Such a huge amount of financial assistance from the government is aimed at helping TEPCO fulfill its
responsibility for paying compensation to victims, ending the nuclear disaster and ensuring a stable
supply of electric power. If the assistance fails to achieve a turnaround, the government will be forced to
extend additional financial assistance to the firm. TEPCO is now under pressure to quickly rehabilitate
itself.

The rehabilitation plan aims to turn TEPCO into the black in the business year ending March 31, 2014.
However, the implementation of the plan will likely face setbacks because it is based on the principle that
TEPCO will raise electricity fares for households and reactivate its Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power
Plant.

TEPCO needs to thoroughly streamline its management by drastically reorganizing its affiliated firms and
slashing retirees' corporate pension benefits. Reforming its dogmatic corporate culture is also an urgent
task for TEPCO, which has clung to its regional monopoly and insists that it has the right to raise
electricity charges.

Under the plan, TEPCO will appoint a majority of its board members from outside the firm and set up a
management reform task force comprised of younger and mid-ranking employees as well as those of the
Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund.

Managing director Naomi Hirose, who is set to assume the presidency of TEPCO, said he will play a
leading role in reforming the utility. "I'll take the lead in our efforts to convince the public as soon as
possible that TEPCO has changed."

TEPCO also faces hurdles in reactivating its nuclear power plants that have been suspended for regular
inspections.
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The general public is filled with a sense of distrust in not only TEPCO that has caused the nuclear disaster
but also the government's nuclear power policy and standards for the safety of nuclear plants. While the
government is authorized to decide whether to permit power suppliers to resume operations at their
nuclear power stations, it also will be in a position to apply for such permission as the largest shareholder
in TEPCO. Therefore, the government is required to provide a more convincing explanation if it grants
TEPCO permission to reactivate its nuclear power stations.

First of all, the government should set up a planned new nuclear power regulatory agency as soon as
possible and work out new safety standards for nuclear power stations based on the results of its
investigation into the Fukushima disaster. Unless it explains the need for the resumption of operations at
nuclear plants and the safety of such power stations based on such efforts, the government is highly
unlikely to win the public's understanding.

Furthermore, the government needs to clarify its policy goal of getting rid of all nuclear plants in the
future and show specific measures to achieve this in efforts to convince the general public.

The costs of decommissioning the crippled nuclear plant and decontaminating areas tainted with
radioactive substances from the power station still cannot be estimated. In this sense, the latest TEPCO
rehabilitation plan is merely a provisional one. The plan points to the possibility of the government
extending additional assistance to the utility, showing that no optimism is warranted about the prospects
of TEPCO's rehabilitation.

Unless the rehabilitation of the utility progresses steadily, it will only increase the financial burden on
taxpayers. Both TEPCO and the government, which has injected a massive amount of taxpayers' money
into TEPCO to place the utility under its control, must be aware of the weight of their responsibility for the
rehabilitation of the power supplier.

Toward a "new" TEPCO?

May 10, 2012

'New' TEPCO faces rocky road / Restoring public image, reducing power

costs among top priorities
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/business/T120509005171.htm

Chiaki Toyoda and Tadaaki Inoue / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers
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With the new management lineup set for Tokyo Electric Power Co., incoming President Naomi Hirose will
face the challenge of reforming the company's tarnished reputation while maintaining a stable electricity
supply to consumers.

The new president already has a bulging in-box, including the difficult tasks of resuming operations at
plants idled for routine maintenance and decommissioning damaged reactors.

The latest appointments were carried out at the initiative of the government's Nuclear Damage Liability
Facilitation Fund, which backs TEPCO's compensation payments over damages due to the crisis at the
utility's Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

The selection of Hirose, who was in charge of TEPCO's compensation negotiation headquarters for people
affected by the crisis, was apparently aimed at creating the image of a "new TEPCO."

Kazuhiko Shimokobe, a lawyer who heads the nuclear damage fund's management committee, will
replace Tsunehisa Katsumata as chairman.

TEPCO to reflect govt's will

Asked how he will steer the virtually nationalized company, Hirose, who is currently managing director,
said at a press conference Tuesday, "This will be my first experience [as president], so I don't have any
outlook."

The comment reflects the fact that the firm will follow the government's will and instructions in shaping
its business operations.

Katsumata initially demanded that President Toshio Nishizawa keeps his post. However, past comments
made by Nishizawa, such as "Rate increases are a power company's right," sparked a backlash, which led
the government to flatly refuse Katsumata's request.

With the injection of public funds, the government will gain a majority equity stake in the power company
on a voting rights basis. On the government's side, incoming Chairman Shimokobe led the selection
process for the latest appointments of the new management executives.

Meetings between the government and all of TEPCO's corporate officers, including Hirose, continued into
Golden Week in late April and early May. At the meetings, Katsumata and others voiced their ideas on
appointing new corporate officers, but their suggestions were reportedly rejected by the government.
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Shimokobe picked Hirose as the new president, saying Hirose, 59, has the zeal to reform the power
company.
Many of TEPCO's former presidents have backgrounds in planning or general affairs.

The appointment of Hirose, whose experience is mainly in sales, is a rare case. Initially there was a
proposal to select a new president from outside the board of directors. However, a decision was made to
appoint someone from within the board out of consideration for the company's internal harmony.

Hikes envisioned

Under the new leadership, TEPCO will set up a management reform headquarters, which will be directly
under the command of Hirose and Shimokobe.

The new office, which will tackle various business challenges, will have 20 to 30 staffers, including those
from the fund as well as the power utility's young and midcareer employees.

TEPCO aims to raise household electricity rates by about 10.3 percent from July.

The company raised prices for large-lot consumers in April, but did not provide sufficient explanation,
creating resentment among consumers, and leading some firms to refuse the hikes.

At the Tuesday press conference, Hirose said, "Taking the lesson from last time into consideration, we will
thoroughly streamline the company, and then carefully explain the necessity of the hikes to consumers."

At the same press conference, the incoming president emphasized he would work on restarting reactors
at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant in Niigata Prefecture. Without resuming operations at
nuclear plants, which produce power more cheaply than other facilities, TEPCO's financial situation will
not improve, forcing it to raise fees drastically.

However, in Niigata Prefecture strong distrust remains toward the company. Niigata Gov. Hirohiko
[zumida maintains a cautious approach on the issue, casting a shadow over the prospect of restarting the

reactors.

Government control or independence ?
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May 11,2012

Gov't eyes compromise with opposition over new nuclear safety agency
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120511p2g00m0dm125000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The government is considering striking a compromise with the opposition camp to
expedite the creation of Japan's new nuclear safety agency, which has been delayed amid objections from
the opposition, government sources said Friday.

The administration of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, which attempted unsuccessfully to establish the
new body on April 1, now hopes to speed up the process, as it is trying to deal with an expected rise in
electricity use this summer with all of the nation's reactors having been suspended for checkups and

unable to restart.

Both the government and two major opposition parties envision placing a nuclear power regulatory
agency under the Environment Ministry, and separating the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency from the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, which has promoted nuclear power.

But a bill the government has submitted to parliament seeks to have the environment minister decide
personnel and budgetary affairs of the envisaged agency, citing the need for the government to be
involved in crisis management.

In contrast, a bill presented last month by the main opposition Liberal Democratic Party and its ally the
New Komeito party calls for creating a highly independent nuclear regulatory commission as an umbrella
organization taking control of the new agency's personnel and budget matters.

The proposed commission would have its independence guaranteed under Article 3 of the National
Government Organization Act, as is the case for the Japan Fair Trade Commission, the country's
antimonopoly watchdog, and other entities.

The LDP and New Komeito want the commission to be sufficiently free from political influence, saying
political intervention will only bring confusion in dealing with a nuclear accident.

The government has decided to review its nuclear regulations after the current setup of the nuclear safety
agency under the industry ministry came under fire in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear crisis following
the March 11, 2011 earthquake and tsunami.
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But it is uncertain whether the ruling and opposition camps would come to full agreement given major
pending issues such as the extent of the authority to be given to the new commission.

An average increase of over 10 percent for 3 years

TEPCO's business plan approved; utility effectively state controlled

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120510006596.htm

The government has approved a special business plan for Tokyo Electric Power Co. that includes an
injection of 1 trillion yen in public funds, effectively putting the utility under state control.

With the approval Wednesday, the utility, which runs the crisis-hit Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant,
will apply to raise electricity rates for households and small-lot users, such as convenience stores, later

this week.

Under the current rate, a household that uses 290 kilowatt-hours a month would be charged 6,973 yen.
After the hike, that household would see its bill increase by 480 yen, or 6.9 percent.

The utility included the rate hike, together with cost-cutting measures, in its new comprehensive special

business plan.
The average rate increase for households is 10.28 percent. Although the basic charge will remain the

same, rates will rise incrementally in line with the amount of electricity used. Electricity use up to 120
kwh a month will see a hike of 0.74 yen per kwh. Use between 120 kwh and 300 kwh will see an increase
of 2.3 yen per kwh, while that over 300 kwh will increase by 4.89 yen per kwh.

For large-lot users such as factories and offices, whose electricity charges have already increased by an
average of 16.7 percent since April, the new plan will see their rate trimmed by 0.31 percentage point to

16.39 percent.

The new business plan, which features a corporate restructuring program, is based on the assumption
that TEPCO's Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant in Niigata Prefecture will resume operations from

fiscal 2013.

The rate hike is supposed to be for three years. With the restart of the plant, the rates would be returned
to current levels from fiscal 2015.
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However, as the Niigata prefectural government remains wary about giving the restart the go-ahead,
there is no clear timeline for the plant to resume operations.

At a press conference after his ministry approved the plan, Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio
Edano said: "We can't say anything definite now about whether we can restart the plant. As a matter of
course, we may review [TEPCO's plan] later.”" With regards to the rate hike, Edano said the government
will make efforts to trim the increase.

Under the plan, the government will provide public funds of 1 trillion yen through the Nuclear Damage
Liability Facilitation Fund to keep TEPCO's finances from deteriorating further. The utility is facing
massive compensation payments due to the crisis.

With the latest funds, the total amount of public money provided to TEPCO will total about 3.5 trillion
yen.

By providing the funds, the government will gain a majority equity stake and voting rights in TEPCO.
Should corporate restructuring efforts not go as well as expected, the government will raise its voting
rights to more than two-thirds, gaining the right to decide key corporate policies.

Most of the current board, including Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata and President Toshio Nishizawa, will
step down to take responsibility for the crisis at a shareholders meeting slated for late June.

Kazuhiko Shimokobe, head of the fund's steering committee, will become the new chairman, while
Managing Director Naomi Hirose will take over as president.

Also included in the latest business plan are measures to slash costs--through such steps as staff
reduction--by more than 3.3 trillion yen over a 10-year-period, and adopting a company-with-committees
system to increase transparency.

With the adoption of the system, TEPCO will establish a nominating committee to select directors, an
audit committee to monitor directors, and a compensation committee to decide directors' remuneration.
These committees will be composed mostly of outside directors.

For an independent nuke commission
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May 12,2012
Editorial: Gov't should ensure independent nuclear power panel will

function properly
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120512p2a00m0na007000c.html

The government is required to ensure an independent nuclear regulatory commission, which it is set
to launch under Article 3 of the National Government Organization Act, will effectively function and fulfill
its responsibilities.

It is important to secure human resources and build a framework that can ensure the safety of nuclear
power stations and promptly respond to any accidents in an appropriate manner. Both the ruling and
opposition blocs are urged to hold consultations to add the finishing touches to the plan.

The crisis at the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant has highlighted structural problems
involving government organizations that regulate nuclear power stations. Specifically, it is inappropriate
that the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA), which supervises the safety of nuclear plants, is
under the umbrella of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), which promotes nuclear
power.

Nevertheless, new nuclear regulatory organizations have not yet been launched even though one year has
passed since the outbreak of the crisis. Both ruling and opposition parties should be blamed for their
negligence.

The government has submitted a bill to the Diet aimed at setting up a nuclear regulatory agency as an
extra-ministerial organization of the Environment Ministry. At the same time, the largest opposition
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and its ally, the New Komeito party, have made their proposal on the
framework of regulatory bodies.

Both the government's plan and one proposed by the LDP-Komeito alliance are the same in that both call
for separation of NISA from METI, but are different in how far new nuclear power regulatory bodies
should be independent of the administrative body.

The government's plan would require the Environment Ministry to control the personnel management
and budget of the regulatory agency. Under the LDP-Komeito plan, however, the regulatory commission
would place the regulatory agency under its supervision and control the agency's personnel management
and budget. Moreover, the appointment of members of the commission would have to be approved by the
Diet.

The government is willing to basically accept the LDP-Komeito proposal, but it is still naive to believe that
the regulatory commission will secure enough independence from the administrative body even if it is set
up under Article 3 of the National Government Organization Act as proposed by the LDP and Komeito.
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The question is who will be appointed as members of the commission. The panel will not win the public's
understanding unless its members are selected from among those critical of government officials,
researchers and industry insiders, who have promoted nuclear power and created the myth of nuclear
plants' infallible safety, and are dedicated to the safety of the public.

The regulatory agency would handle practical regulatory work and support the commission. However,
most of the agency's officials will likely be transferred from NISA and the Cabinet Office's Nuclear Safety
Commission of Japan. The officials should not allow bureaucratic red tape to linger. Rules should be
established to ban officials of the new regulatory agency from returning to the ministries and agencies
where they once belonged.

A private fact-finding panel on the Fukushima nuclear crisis uncovered in February this year that the
Japan Nuclear Energy Safety Organization, which is under the umbrella of NISA, had inspected nuclear
power stations based on instruction manuals that were exact copies of documents produced by the plants'
operators. The restructuring of the government's nuclear power regulatory organizations will be
meaningless unless the implementation of safety regulations is improved.

The government had insisted that it would be easier for the new regulatory agency to respond to the
emergency situation if it was placed under the Environment Ministry. Ruling and opposition parties are
urged to thoroughly deliberate on how the regulatory commission would manage a crisis as an
independent body to be established under Article 3 of the National Government Organization Act.

Since May 5, none of Japan's nuclear plants has been in operation. The government has released its
estimate that if the No. 3 and 4 reactors at the Oi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture are reactivated,
its operator Kansai Electric Power Co. will manage to secure enough electric power for consumption in the
Kansai region this coming summer. However, reactivation of these reactors will hardly convince the public
unless the new nuclear power regulatory bodies are launched or new safety standards are established
based on the results of the investigation into the Fukushima nuclear disaster.

May 13,2012

Opposition's N-safety plan to be OK'd by govt, DP]J
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120512002930.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun

Resolution is on the horizon for the Diet impasse over a bill to create a nuclear regulatory agency, as the
government and the ruling Democratic Party of Japan have decided to accept a counterproposal from the
Liberal Democratic Party and New Komeito that calls for drastic revisions to the government-sponsored
bill, government sources have revealed.
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The ruling bloc is determined to make the concessions necessary to enact legislation to launch the
government-envisioned nuclear regulatory body during the current legislative session, several
government and DP] sources said Friday.

The proposal put forth by the two major opposition parties says the government-envisaged nuclear
regulatory agency, under the Environment Ministry, should be subordinate to what the LDP and Komeito
have tentatively called a "nuclear regulatory commission."

This regulatory commission would have a highly independent status, much like the Fair Trade
Commission under Article 3 of the National Government Organization Law.

Under the LDP-Komeito proposal, the government-planned agency would have about 500 employees and
act as the secretariat of a five-member regulatory commission. Appointments to the independent
commission would require Diet approval, sources said.

The capitulation of the ruling camp to opposition parties is expected to lead to an early start of Diet
deliberations on the government-sponsored bill, according to the sources.

In exchange for the concession to incorporate the opposition-proposed commission into the government
bill, the ruling bloc has called for the opposition to start Diet debates on the bill from Friday, they said.

The government hopes to establish the nuclear regulatory agency as early as June 1, the sources noted.

The opposition-envisioned nuclear regulatory commission would have the right to decide on a wide range
of personnel and budgetary matters, as is the case with the FTC.

The government's bill would have empowered the environment minister to appoint the chief of the
agency to ensure a swift political decision could be made in the event of a nuclear emergency.

The LDP-Komeito plans are designed to grant major decision-making authority to the nuclear
commission, leading Environment Minister Goshi Hosono to express his concern that the commission, a
collegial panel, could have difficulty handling a potential nuclear crisis.

The warning was ignored
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May 15, 2012

TEPCO was warned of possible power loss from tsunami at nuclear plants in

2006
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120515p2a00m0na007000c.html

The Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) warned the Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) in 2006
of the possibility of losing all power at nuclear power plants in the event of a tsunami, but this warning
was ignored, it has been learned.

The warning came after the 2004 earthquake off of Sumatra and ensuing tsunami, but NISA did not press
power companies to put in place tsunami countermeasures. A NISA official says, "If measures had been
taken then, the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant disaster might have been prevented."

The issuance of the warning was revealed by Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano ata
press conference on May 15 after a Cabinet meeting.

NISA had been holding information sessions since January 2006 along with the Japan Nuclear Energy
Safety Organization, TEPCO and other utilities. Because the tsunami from the Sumatra quake had forced a
reactor-cooling seawater pump at a nuclear plant in India to go offline, effects and countermeasures for
Japan's nuclear plants were discussed at the sessions. In August 2006, it was pointed out that a tsunami
larger than expected could cause the seawater pump at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant to go
offline.

However, on May 14 at a meeting of a Diet committee investigating the Fukushima disaster, TEPCO
Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata said, "The warning was not transmitted to me, and the executives did not
consider countermeasures."

Tsugara should be decommissioned straight away

May 15, 2012

Warnings over fault below nuke reactors in Fukui were ignored
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120515p2a00m0na010000c.html
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The possibility that a fault right below the nuclear reactor buildings at the Tsuruga Power Station in
Fukui Prefecture may move in conjunction with nearby active faults has been repeatedly pointed out since
2008, but the government regulator and the plant's operator failed until recently to take any
measures.

The Japan Atomic Power Co. (JAPC), the operator of the Tsuruga nuclear power plant, only released its
plan on May 14 this year to survey the area to examine the possibility that the fracture zones -- a type of
fault -- right below the plant's nuclear reactor buildings could in fact be active faults. The planned survey -
- scheduled to be completed by November -- was approved by the government's Nuclear and Industrial
Safety Agency (NISA) later the same day.

If the fracture zones are recognized as active faults that had moved sometime after around 120,000 to
130,000 years ago, the Tsuruga nuclear plant is likely to be decommissioned. It has been confirmed that
there are 150 to 160 fracture zones on the premises of the plant in Tsuruga. On April 24, NISA surveyed
three fracture zones, including two running below the building housing the plant's No. 2 reactor, raising
the possibility that they could move in tandem with an active fault called the Urasoko Fault, located some
150 meters northeast of the No. 2 reactor.

On May 14, NISA held a meeting of experts to discuss the issue and approved JAPC's plan to report the
survey results by November. While JAPC is poised to underscore its claim that the fracture zones are "not
active faults" by conducting boring surveys at five locations at the nuclear plant, the plant cannot be
reactivated unless the operator can provide evidence supporting these assertions.

Yuichi Sugiyama, the head of a research team at the National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and
Technology (AIST), which surveyed fault lines at the Tsuruga nuclear plant, said at the NISA meeting on
May 14, "The possibility that the fracture zones are active faults cannot be ruled out at the moment. We
should obtain reliable survey results, even if it takes time."

The presence of the fracture zones below the Tsuruga nuclear plant was mentioned in the application for
permission to construct the No. 1 reactor, which was approved in 1966. However, it was determined at
the time that the fracture zones were small-scale "dormant faults" from extremely old times, and they
were not taken into consideration for the plant's seismic-resistant design. The presence of the Urasoko
active fault -- located some 250 meters away from the No. 1 reactor -- had not been known by that time.

It was in 1991 that the presence of the Urasoko Fault came to surface. While it had initially been thought
that the fault was about 3 kilometers long, several faults were later discovered to exist along its extension.
Experts pointed out the risk of the faults moving together, but JAPC only acknowledged in March 2008
that they were active faults about 25 kilometers long.
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Several experts had also earlier pointed out the possibility that the fracture zones at the Tsuruga nuclear
complex could move in conjunction with the Urasoko Fault and could have a critical impact on the nuclear
reactors. However, JAPC submitted a report to NISA in 2008, insisting that the fracture zones' activity
period dates back to earlier times and that they would not move in tandem with the Urasoko Fault.

Mitsuhisa Watanabe, professor at Toyo University and a specialist in active faults, was skeptical about the

JAPC report at the time. "Old fracture zones are consolidated and become stiff, but the report does not use
such expressions as 'stiff' at all." The distribution of the fracture zones at the Tsuruga plant also convinced
him that they were apparently linked to the Urasoko Fault. Watanabe has thus repeatedly pointed out the
possibility of the faults moving together during academic meetings and other occasions since 2008.

However, JAPC and NISA failed to take immediate action. Even after an opinion was voiced demanding an
in-depth examination of the issue during a council meeting at NISA in September 2010, the agency did not
conduct an on-the-spot survey at the Tsuruga power station. It was only after the nuclear disaster at
the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant in March last year that NISA finally moved ahead to
conduct a field survey at the Tsuruga plant, in April this year.

During the survey, the fracture zones at the Tsuruga plant were found to be soft when scraped with
sickles and extend linearly on the land surface. All four experts who took part in the survey agreed that
the fracture zones "cannot be determined to be old faults." Masaru Kobayashi, director at NISA's seismic
safety office, said remorsefully, "I should've ordered a survey much earlier."

Says professor Watanabe, "Why did they fail to conduct the survey for such a long time on something that
can be so easily understood by visiting the spot? It's not academic research but an argument for safety.
The plant should be decommissioned right away."

What happened at the top on 3-11

May 19, 2012

Convincing Kan to declare N-crisis 'took time

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120518005327.htm

The government's initial response to the Fukushima nuclear crisis was held up because it took more than
one hour to persuade then Prime Minister Naoto Kan to declare a nuclear emergency, the industry
minister at the time has revealed.
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Banri Kaieda made the disclosure when he attended a session of the Fukushima Nuclear Accident
Independent Investigation Committee as an unsworn witness Thursday.

[t was the first time the committee conducted an open hearing investigation of a Diet member. Kaieda is a
House of Representatives member from the ruling Democratic Party of Japan.

On the evening of March 11, 2011, Tokyo Electric Power Co., the operator of the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear
power plant, informed Kaieda of a critical situation at the plant. Kaieda, who was the economy, trade and
industry minister at the time, hurried to the Prime Minister's Office and asked Kan to declare a nuclear
emergency, he told the panel.

However, it took more than one hour until Kan issued the declaration because "it took time to get the
understanding of the prime minister," Kaieda said.

Kaieda asked Kan to issue the declaration and establish the Nuclear Emergency Response Headquarters
to be headed by the prime minister.

However, Kan responded, "On what grounds?"

Yukio Edano, who was chief cabinet secretary at the time, special advisers to the prime minister and other
staffers then scrambled to confirm relevant laws--such as the Law on Special Measures Concerning
Nuclear Emergency Preparedness--that would justify the issuance of the declaration and establishment of
the headquarters, Kaieda told the panel.

While they were desperately trying to confirm the legal basis for these actions, Kan attended a meeting of
ruling and opposition party leaders and engaged in other business.

Holding back the issuance of the emergency declaration resulted in delays in the efforts by authorities to
inform residents near the nuclear station about the accident.

Some members of the Liberal Democratic Party and other opposition parties have ripped into the initial
response of the DPJ-led administration. "The delay reduced the time residents had to decide whether they
should evacuate," an opposition lawmaker said.
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Kaieda admitted that communications between the Prime Minister's Office, TEPCO's head office and the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant were poor and chaotic.

"It was like we were playing Chinese whispers. I thought, 'This situation has to change," Kaieda told the
independent panel during the hearing, which lasted about 2-1/2 hours.

There have been conflicting reports over whether then TEPCO President Masataka Shimizu told the
government he intended to withdraw all workers from the crippled plant on March 15, 2011. Kaieda said
he remembered Shimizu telling him about "an evacuation from the No. 1 plant to the Fukushima No. 2
power plant.”

"I clearly recall three words President Shimizu said when he telephoned me. 'No. 1 power plant,’ 'No. 2
power plant' and 'evacuation,’ Kaieda said. "There was never any mention of leaving some workers at the
plant” to try to stop the crisis from spiraling out of control.

TEPCO insists it never intended to evacuate its workers from the complex after it was battered by the
March 11 earthquake and ensuing tsunami.

Current TEPCO President Tsunehisa Katsumata told a hearing investigation by the committee Monday
that "there is no truth" in the claim that the utility asked the government for permission to pull all its
workers from the nuclear plant.

1 trillion yen for TEPCO on July 25

May 22,2012

TEPCO to be nationalized July 25, gov't to acquire up to 75% stake
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120522p2g00m0dm011000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The government will effectively nationalize Tokyo Electric Power Co. on July 25 by

injecting 1 trillion yen in public money into the nation's biggest utility facing huge costs stemming from
the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant disaster, Tokyo Electric said Monday.
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The government will initially acquire 50.11 percent of the company's voting rights, enabling the state to
choose the board members, and will be able boost the government ownership stake to up to 75.84 percent
for even stronger control in pushing for reforms.

To effect the changes, TEPCO plans to change its articles of incorporation at its annual shareholders’
meeting on June 27 to allow it to increase its authorized shares from 1.8 billion now.

TEPCO will then issue two new types of preferred shares -- one carrying voting rights, and another with
no such rights but convertible to common shares with voting rights.

The state-backed Nuclear Damage Liability Facilitation Fund will pay the 1 trillion yen to TEPCO on July
25, and in return acquire 1.6 billion preferred shares with voting rights for 200 yen each and 340 million
convertible shares for 2,000 yen each.

TEPCO also intends to cut more than 3.37 trillion yen in costs over 10 years to March 2022, and carry out
various reforms in line with a restructuring plan approved by the government earlier this month.

The government will start recouping the 1 trillion yen in taxpayer money once the fund sees progress in
reforming the company, or judges the company capable of raising funds through the corporate bond
market.

Because of the changes, the Tokyo metropolitan government, the current largest shareholder, will see its
stake halved to 1.34 percent, from 2.68 percent at the end of March. The stake could fall to 0.65 percent in
the future.

JAEC pro-nuke secret meeting
May 24,2012
JAEC had secret 'study meeting' of nuclear advocates to draft reprocessing

policy report
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120524p2a00m0na014000c.html

The Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC) invited only pro-nuclear people from government and

power industry bodies to have a secret "study meeting" on April 24 to draft a report on the country's
policy of reprocessing spent nuclear fuel, it has been learned.
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At the study meeting, a draft report with a cover sheet which read "Handle with care" was handed out to
about 30 participants. The "Overall Evaluation” in the draft report -- the conclusion of the report -- was
then rewritten in such a way as to make it in favor of reprocessing spent nuclear fuel in accordance with
the wishes of power companies before it was submitted to a JAEC subcommittee. While the government
has been emphasizing its plan to review the country's nuclear policy from scratch, the revelation
highlights the fact that the policy-making process has been distorted.

The JAEC subcommittee incorporated the amended version of the overall evaluation into its report and
presented it to the "council of new national energy policy" chaired by JAEC Chairman Shunsuke Kondo on
May 23. The report is to be presented to the government's Energy and Environment Council soon.

The Mainichi obtained 79 pages of A-4 size documents. "For use for 4/24 Study Meeting" is written on the
upper right of the cover of the documents, with the title: "The Technical Subcommittee on Nuclear Power,
Nuclear Fuel Cycle, etc. (the 13th round).” The documents were the draft version of the report that was
scheduled to be discussed on April 27.

The secret study meeting was held for about two hours from shortly after 5 p.m. on April 24 at the Central
Government Building No.4 in Tokyo's Kasumigaseki district where JAEC is located. The participants in the
meeting included JAEC Vice Chairman Tatsujiro Suzuki; Cabinet Office officials in charge of nuclear policy;
Hideo Morimoto, director of the Nuclear Facilities Development and Nuclear Fuel Cycle Industry Division
at the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy; Hideki Oda, director of the nuclear energy division at the
Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan; Harukuni Tanaka, managing director at Japan Nuclear
Fuel Ltd.; a top official of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency, which operates the Monju prototype fast-
breeder reactor; and employees of power firms including Tokyo Electric Power Co. and Japan Atomic
Power Co. Tatsujiro Suzuki was the only official representing JAEC.

The subcommittee discussed policies of reprocessing all spent nuclear fuel, direct disposal of spent
nuclear fuel and a "concurrent” approach of reprocessing some spent fuel and directly disposing of other
spent fuel. According to sources concerned, a top official of the Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd. asked at the secret
meeting for maintaining the reprocessing plant in Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture. JAEC's Suzuki, who
chaired the meeting, was quoted as saying in his reply, "The concurrent approach is the best because it
does not affect the project (at the reprocessing plant)." While it is difficult to secure consent on the idea of
reprocessing all spent nuclear fuel because of the reprocessing plant being hit by a string of trouble in the
past, they apparently feared that the direct disposal of all spent nuclear fuel could lead to the shutdown of
the reprocessing plant.

Because the direct disposal of all spent nuclear fuel is more economically feasible even if the prices of
uranium rise 30 fold, the overall evaluation in the original draft report said, "The direct disposal is
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superior to reprocessing or the concurrent approach in terms of total costs." But while the amended draft
report said "it was highly possible that direct disposal would be superior to reprocessing or the
concurrent approach if the price of uranium remains at the current level," it emphasized the merits of the
concurrent approach in many parts of the report saying in part, "the concurrent approach is slightly
superior economically to reprocessing all spent nuclear fuel." The draft report was not discussed on April
27 due to a lack of time but it was discussed on May 8.

JAEC Chairman Kondo said, "It's too much (if the draft report was distributed). That is an issue that
involves my supervisory responsibility." JAEC Vice Chairman Suzuki said, "I may have attended (the study
meeting), but in the final analysis it did not affect the discussion at the subcommittee.”

'Secret meeting' on fuel cycle was like gathering of 'nuclear villagers'
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120524p2a00m0na015000c.html

A preposterous scene was recently played out behind closed doors in central Tokyo. A secret meeting on
Japan's policy for its nuclear fuel cycle, dubbed a "study meeting," was held in the Kasumigaseki district on
April 24. Government officials and businessmen from the power industry, who are supposed to draw a
sharp line between the two sides, enjoyed chatting and laughing with one another. It was something like a
gathering of "nuclear villagers."

A mysterious document was distributed to each participant. The Mainichi's reporting team later found
out that the document was in fact the original draft report that was to later be presented to the
subcommittee of the Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC).

Shortly after 5 p.m. on April 24 -- at conference room 743 on the seventh floor of the Central Government
Building No. 4 -- a reporter witnessed men in business suits filing into the conference room one after
another through doors that were kept open. They were all pro-nuclear people from JAEC, the Cabinet
Office, the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy in the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, the
Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan, Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd., Tokyo Electric Power Co., etc.
There was no one there who was opposed to or cautious about the use of nuclear power.

Holding a pile of documents under his arm, a man in a blue shirt entered the room and put the documents
on a desk somewhat roughly. He divided the documents into two piles because if he put them in one stack,
it could crumble. One of the piles was about 20 centimeters high and the other about 10 centimeters. It
was later found out that the documents were the original draft report for the "Technical Subcommittee on
Nuclear Power, Nuclear Fuel Cycle, etc." The draft report was actually discussed at a subcommittee

meeting 14 days later.
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Two officials from the Cabinet Office distributed one set of the documents to each participant sitting at
desks arranged in a square shape. Sitting near the doors, a top official of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency
(JAEA), which operates the prototype fast-breeder reactor Monju, was poring over the documents. Soon
afterwards, the participants started chatting with one another. When one of the members criticized
Tetsunari lida, a staunch opponent of nuclear power and head of the Institute for Sustainable Energy
Policies (ISEP), by name, the participants burst into laughter.

At 5:10 p.m., the doors to the conference room were closed quietly and the secret meeting kicked off.
According to sources concerned, a top official of Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd., which operates the reprocessing
plant in Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture, asked other participants to accept the concurrent approach of
"reprocessing and directly disposing of spent nuclear fuel,” which could help the firm survive. According
to the sources, he stressed that "if the Rokkasho facility were to be abandoned and spent nuclear fuel were
to be disposed of directly, problems would occur here and there." If the reprocessing business at
Rokkasho fell apart, it is said that about 2.9 metric tons of spent nuclear fuel will have to be hauled out
of the storage facility in Rokkasho.

The subcommittee presented its report containing the "Overall Evaluation” full of expressions in favor of
the concurrent approach to the "council of new national energy policy" on May 23. An industry ministry
official condemned the report, saying, "Even if spent nuclear fuel is reprocessed, waste must eventually be
disposed of. At a time when the government and bureaucrats need to come together and toil to create
permanent disposal facilities, they are pushing for a policy that will only delay the inevitable."

When the Mainichi reported in its morning edition on May 8 that an agenda item for the "council of new
national energy policy"” headed by JAEC Chairman Shunsuke Kondo had been covered up because it stood
in the way of reactivating idled nuclear reactors, Kondo said "there was no problem." But in light of what
happened at the secret meeting, the same excuse will never be acceptable.

When a Cabinet Office official, acting as an official of the secretariat for the council, distributed the agenda
item for the council entitled "(Nuclear power's) Coexistence with local communities” to the Agency for
Natural Resources and Energy, the Federation of Electric Power Companies and others concerned, he was
told that, "Should they include Shiga Prefecture (which is cautious about reactivation of idled nuclear
reactors)? If so the council meeting will be bogged down." Then, the agenda item was withdrawn.

While insisting that it was inappropriate to hand it out to power suppliers, Kondo said, "That was not an
agenda item but a memo. If it was an agenda item, it should have been arranged in a Power Point format ...
The secretariat sent it out through e-mail by mistake."

But the original draft report distributed at the secret meeting came in a Power Point format. Furthermore,
it was distributed not by e-mail but it was handed out directly to people from the power industry at the
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meeting. When the cover-up issue was pointed out earlier this month, Goshi Hosono, the state minister in
charge of nuclear accidents, stood behind Kondo. We will see how Hosono will respond to this latest
scandal.

JAEC pro-nuke secret meeting

May 24, 2012

JAEC had secret 'study meeting' of nuclear advocates to draft reprocessing
policy report
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120524p2a00m0na014000c.html

The Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC) invited only pro-nuclear people from government and
power industry bodies to have a secret "study meeting" on April 24 to draft a report on the country's
policy of reprocessing spent nuclear fuel, it has been learned.

At the study meeting, a draft report with a cover sheet which read "Handle with care" was handed out to
about 30 participants. The "Overall Evaluation" in the draft report -- the conclusion of the report -- was
then rewritten in such a way as to make it in favor of reprocessing spent nuclear fuel in accordance with
the wishes of power companies before it was submitted to a JAEC subcommittee. While the government
has been emphasizing its plan to review the country's nuclear policy from scratch, the revelation
highlights the fact that the policy-making process has been distorted.

The JAEC subcommittee incorporated the amended version of the overall evaluation into its report and
presented it to the "council of new national energy policy" chaired by JAEC Chairman Shunsuke Kondo on
May 23. The report is to be presented to the government's Energy and Environment Council soon.

The Mainichi obtained 79 pages of A-4 size documents. "For use for 4/24 Study Meeting" is written on the
upper right of the cover of the documents, with the title: "The Technical Subcommittee on Nuclear Power,
Nuclear Fuel Cycle, etc. (the 13th round)." The documents were the draft version of the report that was
scheduled to be discussed on April 27.

The secret study meeting was held for about two hours from shortly after 5 p.m. on April 24 at the Central
Government Building No.4 in Tokyo's Kasumigaseki district where JAEC is located. The participants in the
meeting included JAEC Vice Chairman Tatsujiro Suzuki; Cabinet Office officials in charge of nuclear policy;
Hideo Morimoto, director of the Nuclear Facilities Development and Nuclear Fuel Cycle Industry Division
at the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy; Hideki Oda, director of the nuclear energy division at the
Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan; Harukuni Tanaka, managing director at Japan Nuclear
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Fuel Ltd.; a top official of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency, which operates the Monju prototype fast-
breeder reactor; and employees of power firms including Tokyo Electric Power Co. and Japan Atomic
Power Co. Tatsujiro Suzuki was the only official representing JAEC.

The subcommittee discussed policies of reprocessing all spent nuclear fuel, direct disposal of spent
nuclear fuel and a "concurrent” approach of reprocessing some spent fuel and directly disposing of other
spent fuel. According to sources concerned, a top official of the Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd. asked at the secret
meeting for maintaining the reprocessing plant in Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture. JAEC's Suzuki, who
chaired the meeting, was quoted as saying in his reply, "The concurrent approach is the best because it
does not affect the project (at the reprocessing plant)." While it is difficult to secure consent on the idea of
reprocessing all spent nuclear fuel because of the reprocessing plant being hit by a string of trouble in the
past, they apparently feared that the direct disposal of all spent nuclear fuel could lead to the shutdown of
the reprocessing plant.

Because the direct disposal of all spent nuclear fuel is more economically feasible even if the prices of
uranium rise 30 fold, the overall evaluation in the original draft report said, "The direct disposal is
superior to reprocessing or the concurrent approach in terms of total costs." But while the amended draft
report said "it was highly possible that direct disposal would be superior to reprocessing or the
concurrent approach if the price of uranium remains at the current level," it emphasized the merits of the
concurrent approach in many parts of the report saying in part, "the concurrent approach is slightly
superior economically to reprocessing all spent nuclear fuel." The draft report was not discussed on April
27 due to a lack of time but it was discussed on May 8.

JAEC Chairman Kondo said, "It's too much (if the draft report was distributed). That is an issue that
involves my supervisory responsibility." JAEC Vice Chairman Suzuki said, "I may have attended (the study
meeting), but in the final analysis it did not affect the discussion at the subcommittee.”

'Secret meeting' on fuel cycle was like gathering of 'nuclear villagers'
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120524p2a00m0na015000c.html

A preposterous scene was recently played out behind closed doors in central Tokyo. A secret meeting on
Japan's policy for its nuclear fuel cycle, dubbed a "study meeting," was held in the Kasumigaseki district on
April 24. Government officials and businessmen from the power industry, who are supposed to draw a
sharp line between the two sides, enjoyed chatting and laughing with one another. It was something like a
gathering of "nuclear villagers."

A mysterious document was distributed to each participant. The Mainichi's reporting team later found
out that the document was in fact the original draft report that was to later be presented to the
subcommittee of the Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC).
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Shortly after 5 p.m. on April 24 -- at conference room 743 on the seventh floor of the Central Government
Building No. 4 -- a reporter witnessed men in business suits filing into the conference room one after
another through doors that were kept open. They were all pro-nuclear people from JAEC, the Cabinet
Office, the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy in the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, the
Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan, Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd., Tokyo Electric Power Co., etc.
There was no one there who was opposed to or cautious about the use of nuclear power.

Holding a pile of documents under his arm, a man in a blue shirt entered the room and put the documents
on a desk somewhat roughly. He divided the documents into two piles because if he put them in one stack,
it could crumble. One of the piles was about 20 centimeters high and the other about 10 centimeters. It
was later found out that the documents were the original draft report for the "Technical Subcommittee on
Nuclear Power, Nuclear Fuel Cycle, etc." The draft report was actually discussed at a subcommittee
meeting 14 days later.

Two officials from the Cabinet Office distributed one set of the documents to each participant sitting at
desks arranged in a square shape. Sitting near the doors, a top official of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency
(JAEA), which operates the prototype fast-breeder reactor Monju, was poring over the documents. Soon
afterwards, the participants started chatting with one another. When one of the members criticized
Tetsunari lida, a staunch opponent of nuclear power and head of the Institute for Sustainable Energy
Policies (ISEP), by name, the participants burst into laughter.

At 5:10 p.m., the doors to the conference room were closed quietly and the secret meeting kicked off.
According to sources concerned, a top official of Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd., which operates the reprocessing
plant in Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture, asked other participants to accept the concurrent approach of
"reprocessing and directly disposing of spent nuclear fuel,” which could help the firm survive. According
to the sources, he stressed that "if the Rokkasho facility were to be abandoned and spent nuclear fuel were
to be disposed of directly, problems would occur here and there." If the reprocessing business at
Rokkasho fell apart, it is said that about 2.9 metric tons of spent nuclear fuel will have to be hauled out
of the storage facility in Rokkasho.

The subcommittee presented its report containing the "Overall Evaluation” full of expressions in favor of
the concurrent approach to the "council of new national energy policy" on May 23. An industry ministry
official condemned the report, saying, "Even if spent nuclear fuel is reprocessed, waste must eventually be
disposed of. At a time when the government and bureaucrats need to come together and toil to create
permanent disposal facilities, they are pushing for a policy that will only delay the inevitable."

When the Mainichi reported in its morning edition on May 8 that an agenda item for the "council of new
national energy policy” headed by JAEC Chairman Shunsuke Kondo had been covered up because it stood
in the way of reactivating idled nuclear reactors, Kondo said "there was no problem." But in light of what
happened at the secret meeting, the same excuse will never be acceptable.

95



When a Cabinet Office official, acting as an official of the secretariat for the council, distributed the agenda
item for the council entitled "(Nuclear power's) Coexistence with local communities" to the Agency for
Natural Resources and Energy, the Federation of Electric Power Companies and others concerned, he was
told that, "Should they include Shiga Prefecture (which is cautious about reactivation of idled nuclear
reactors)? If so the council meeting will be bogged down." Then, the agenda item was withdrawn.

While insisting that it was inappropriate to hand it out to power suppliers, Kondo said, "That was not an
agenda item but a memo. If it was an agenda item, it should have been arranged in a Power Point format ...
The secretariat sent it out through e-mail by mistake."

But the original draft report distributed at the secret meeting came in a Power Point format. Furthermore,
it was distributed not by e-mail but it was handed out directly to people from the power industry at the
meeting. When the cover-up issue was pointed out earlier this month, Goshi Hosono, the state minister in
charge of nuclear accidents, stood behind Kondo. We will see how Hosono will respond to this latest

scandal.

40% of power sold bring 90% profits to TEPCO

90% of TEPCO's annual average profits come from households
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120523005516.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun

TEPCO’s profit structure
¥14.3 billion (9%)
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Figures are the annual average between fiscal 2006 and 2010.
Percentage figures are proportional to the total.
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About 90 percent of Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s annual average profits came from sales to households
from fiscal 2006 to 2010, even though the amount of power sold to such users accounts for only about 40
percent of the total for the period, according to a recent report.

Given this latest revelation, the power company will likely again face demands for a review of its rate
calculation method.

TEPCO recently submitted a summary report outlining its earnings structure to the Economy, Trade and
Industry Ministry.

According to the report, presented Wednesday at the second meeting of an expert panel to examine
electricity rates, TEPCO sold an annual average of 289.6 billion kilowatt-hours to consumers from fiscal
2006 to 2010. Of this, electricity for households accounted for 38 percent, while that for large-lot
consumers accounted for 62 percent.

In terms of sales during the same period, of 4.96 trillion yen generated, the proportions of power sales to
households and large-lot consumers were almost the same, with 49 percent and 51 percent, respectively.

However, of the company's 153.7 billion yen profit, 91 percent was generated from electricity sales to
households, while only 9 percent came from sales to large-lot users.

Within TEPCO's jurisdiction, gas companies and oil distributors among others are registered as power
producers and suppliers (PPS) that can sell electricity to large-lot users.

As a result, a relatively competitive electricity market exists for large-lot consumers, forcing sellers to
reduce rates for such users.

Therefore, it is believed TEPCO was trying to ensure its profits from the electricity it sold to households.

Household electricity rates are regulated, with the overall price including costs for power distribution
and transmission.

The current system allows a business reward whereby TEPCO can add a fixed portion of its assets related
to the electricity business, such as maintaining its power transmission grid, to the rates it charges.
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Therefore, the more TEPCO spends on facility investment to increase its power output, the greater its
business reward, which can be added on to the regulated household rates.

Experts have pointed out that such a structure makes reduction of household electricity prices difficult.

The expert panel aims to reduce the average 10.28 percent price hike for household electricity rates
recently sought by TEPCO.

"Black box" scandal(s)

May 25,2012

Yoroku: Dismantling the 'black boxes' of Japanese nuclear power
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives /news/20120525p2a00m0na007000c.html

A device that spat out chocolate if someone deposited 100 yen into a coin slot could fit the definition of
what is known in science and engineering as a "black box" -- a system whose inputs and outputs are
visible, but not its inner workings. Inside the facade may be your standard vending machine, a magical
contraption that transforms metals into chocolate, or even a human being.

A couple of months ago, Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), operator of the stricken Fukushima nuclear
power station, announced that the water level in the No. 2 reactor containment vessel was only 60
centimeters deep. What's going on inside the crippled reactors remains unknown for the most part. In
other words, the nuclear disaster has created its own "black boxes" whose input is cooling water and
whose output is highly radioactive water.

Japan's nuclear safety administration, which downplayed the risks of a serious nuclear disaster and failed
to take measures against a massive tsunami and loss of power, is responsible for bringing these
troublesome black boxes into existence. It's only natural that the nuclear policymaking process dominated
by the "nuclear village" -- the name given to the nation's pro-nuclear collection of politicians, bureaucrats,
academics, and utilities -- has come to be looked upon with great suspicion.

Now, another black-box scandal in nuclear policymaking has emerged.
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[t was recently reported that the Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC) held a secret meeting on April
24, before a JAEC subcommittee compiled and submitted a report on the country's policy of reprocessing
spent nuclear fuel to the "council of new national energy policy" on May 23. The discussion, dubbed a
"study meeting," took place behind closed doors, with only pro-nuclear parties from government and
power industry bodies invited to attend. The chief of the JAEC subcommittee was also in attendance.

If the JAEC merely needed to hear the opinions of power companies, they could have held a public
hearing. News of what could be seen as further collusive activity by the "nuclear village" -- and what could
be interpreted as the "village" flaunting its indifference to the fact that it is already the target of
widespread distrust -- is maddening the public.

It is said that the black boxes at the Fukushima plant will take decades to decommission. But the black
box that spawned the nation's nuclear policy can be dismantled today. ("Yoroku," a front-page column in

the Mainichi Shimbun)

Hosono criticises JAEC (but not too severely)

Hosono raps panel for seemingly acting in favor of nuclear industry
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120525p2g00m0dm102000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Nuclear disaster minister Goshi Hosono on Friday criticized a government panel on
nuclear fuel cycle policy for acting in a way that could be construed as favoring the nuclear industry.

He was referring to a study meeting convened by the Japan Atomic Energy Commission, during which the
panel showed a draft report on its assessment of nuclear fuel cycle policy options only to nuclear power
promoters, such as utilities, before disclosing it to the public.

"It is a problem that documents were distributed to (electricity) companies in advance. Such a practice
must be changed," Hosono told a press conference.

But he said that the commission needs to hear the opinions of companies and other entities involved in
nuclear fuel cycle matters to compile the policy, adding that contact between the panel members and the

utilities was not in itself a problem.

Noting that the draft report was scrutinized in a public setting, Hosono also denied that the panel's
decision was influenced by the industry.
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The study meeting was attended only by promoters of nuclear power, including the Economy, Trade and
Industry Ministry, the Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan and Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd., which
operates a spent fuel reprocessing plant in the village of Rokkasho in Aomori Prefecture.

Some of the wording of the draft report was revised in favor of nuclear power promoters after the
meeting.

Hosono told the press conference that he also wants to review the organization of the commission's
secretariat, which includes people dispatched from utilities.

"It is not desirable to arouse the public's suspicions. [ am considering having them return to their
companies when the timing is right," he said.

Secret meetings with pro-nukes produced no minutes

May 25,2012

Atomic commission chief admits attendance at secret session on nuclear fuel
cycle

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120525p2a00m0na020000c.html

Shunshuke Kondo, chairman of the Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC), attended a closed-door
meeting on a review of the nation's nuclear fuel cycle policy on Dec. 8 last year, according to memos
obtained by the Mainichi Shimbun.

The revelation comes after the JAEC was found to have held closed-door "study" sessions with only pro-
nuclear members in attendance. The JAEC held such secret sessions over more than 20 occasions, and an
official of the Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Ministry, which is in charge of research
and development of fast-breeder reactors, also participated.

The commission, which is overseen by the Cabinet Office, did not produce minutes of those secret
meetings, and after each session, Cabinet Office officials in charge of nuclear policy were tasked with
retrieving the many materials that had been distributed.
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Following the finding by the Mainichi, Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura told a news conference on
May 25 that the JAEC held 23 closed-door meetings from last November to April this year and that
Chairman Kondo attended the first four sessions.

According to memos written by participants in the Dec. 8 meeting that Chairman Kondo attended, the
gathering was held from 4 to 6 p.m. in a conference room of the Cabinet Office. The JAEC held the meeting
ahead of full-scale discussions from January by its subpanel on Japan's nuclear fuel cycle policy regarding
how to dispose of spent nuclear fuel.

Besides Kondo, participants included JAEC Vice Chairman Tatsujiro Suzuki; Commissioner Etsuko Akiba;
an assistant division chief of the science ministry; Hirobumi Kayama, director of the Office for
International Nuclear Energy Cooperation at the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy; Kimihide
Namura, director of the Radioactive Waste Management Policy Office at the agency; Harukuni Tanaka,
managing director at Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd., which operates an atomic fuel cycle facility in Rokkasho,
Aomori Prefecture; and senior officials of the Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan -- made up
of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency, which manages the prototype fast-breeder reactor Monju, and other
electric power firms.

All participants were proponents of nuclear power and there were no opponents or skeptics present at
the meeting.

Interviews with people familiar with the meeting and a subsequent probe found that the JAEC held more
than 20 secret meetings, including one on April 24 this year in which copies of a draft report on the
assessment for options on how to dispose of spent nuclear fuel were distributed ahead of the subpanel's
meeting and representatives of the electric power industry sought revisions in their favor.

Under an unwritten rule, distributed documents were collected after each session and minutes of those
meetings were not prepared. Some participants scribbled memos on the content of the secret meetings
and the names of participants and e-mailed them to selected parties.

The JAEC organization has a chairman and four other members, and the JAEC law stipulates that the
commission can convene meetings attended by the chairman and two other members and exercise voting
rights.

Kondo has said his commission has refrained from holding debate on nuclear policy among three or more
commission members to ensure transparency, but acknowledged that he attended the Dec. 8 secret
meeting with two other commission members. However, he maintains he did not do anything wrong
because it was a study meeting to provide data and seek explanations from participants.
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Flawed arguments

Jun. 12,2012

Editorial: PM's flawed arguments for Oi reactor restarts play on fear, hobble
reform
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /perspectives/news/20120612p2a00m0na008000c.html

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's June 8 news conference on the restart of reactors at the Oi nuclear
power plant in Fukui Prefecture appealed neither to our reason nor our hearts. The message he was trying
to convey -- that the Oi plant reactors are safe and need to be brought back online -- was plainly aimed not
at the Japanese people, but at Fukui Gov. Issei Nishikawa, whose okay is needed to flip the switch.

This approach cannot possibly win the support of the public, and there are a number of serious flaws with
it. First of all, Noda stated that "accidents can be prevented even if the Oi plant is hit with an earthquake or
tsunami on the scale of the one that struck Fukushima," and "even if the plant lost power, this would not
result in damage to the reactor cores."

To begin with, the greatest lesson we've learned from the Fukushima nuclear disaster is that no matter
how thorough preparations may be, accidents can still happen. Nevertheless, Noda has gone back to the
now broken premise that "accidents can't happen" as a way to push forward with the Oi reactor restarts.
In other words, the government has returned to the "safety myth" that underpinned nuclear power in
Japan before the Fukushima disaster.

We must also take issue with using "Fukushima-like" as a parameter for defining "guaranteed safety."
Whatever shape the next accident takes, it certainly won't be exactly the same as the March 2011
meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant.

Internationally, the safety of nuclear power is generally based on five "layers" of protection. The first
three layers are preventative, while the fourth and fifth assume the occurrence of a major disaster, and
call for protecting people and the environment from emissions of radioactive materials.

Some portion of recommended anti-quake work, such as base-isolation to insulate buildings against
seismic vibrations, has not been carried out at the Oi plant, operated by Kansai Electric Power Co. This
begs the question of how the fourth and fifth layers of protection are to be implemented in case of an
accident. The prime minister has a duty to explain this thoroughly to the Japanese people.

Furthermore, Noda's statement that "if all of Japan's nuclear reactors remain idle, Japanese society will
not function" is also flawed. The government has already said it is planning to break the country's
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dependence on nuclear power, and is putting a great deal of time and effort into deliberations on what
sort of energy mix Japan should be aiming for.

Even though these discussions have yet to reach a conclusion, Noda went on to say that "the livelihoods
and daily lives of the Japanese people cannot be sustained if reactors are only restarted for the summer,"
and "from the energy security point of view, nuclear power is very important.” These statements, we
believe, leave true national debate on this issue behind in the dust.

Of course lives could be at stake if Japan is hit with sudden blackouts from a lack of electricity. Industry
will also be affected if planned blackouts continue this year. This is a weighty problem indeed.

However, we've all known for more than a year that the country needs measures to deal with summer
power shortfalls, and both the government and Kansai Electric have been negligent in developing those
measures. And though these parties ought to be reflecting on and apologizing for their negligence, all we
see them doing is fanning the flames of anxiety.

There is a major push on now to save electricity, cut down on peak usage, and create flexibility in the
power system. To force the restart of the Oi plant reactors even amid all these efforts would be to crush
the fragile bud of energy reform now growing in society.

Prime Minister Noda derided anti-restart arguments as "emotional.” Anti-nuclear accident measures,
however, are hardly a sentimental project. Is it not those pressing for reactor restarts even as the
Fukushima disaster rages on that are the "emotional” ones?

More secret and dissimulation

June 19, 2012

Experts at secret meeting decided to cover up scenario for dealing with spent

nuclear fuel
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120619p2a00m0na015000c.html

Pro-nuclear power experts who gathered at secret meetings in March organized by the Japan Atomic

Energy Commission (JAEC) decided to conceal a scenario for dealing with spent nuclear fuel which would
be unfavorable to the promotion of fast-breeder reactors, from a subcommittee, it has been learned.
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JAEC, under the umbrella of the Cabinet Office, has submitted three other scenarios to the subcommittee
after deleting the scenario in question, clarifying that the secret meetings influenced the core of Japan's
so-called nuclear fuel cycle policy.

The subcommittee of JAEC reviewing the nuclear cycle policy discussed the three scenarios and is set to
submit them to the government's Energy and Environment Council.

Four members of a JAEC experts' panel on new nuclear energy policy have urged JAEC not to submit the
scenarios to the government. "The proposals are unjustifiable because they were adopted in ignorance of
a democratic process,"” read an opinion submitted to JAEC Chairman Shunsuke Kondo.

The Cabinet Office's atomic power policy division, five of whose members attended the March 8 secret
meeting, refused to comment on the revelations. "We can't answer any question that could actually be a
bluff."

In the nuclear fuel cycle project, spent nuclear fuel would be reprocessed and reused as fuel for nuclear
reactors. Reactors in which the fission of a chain reaction is sustained by fast neutrons in the process of
reusing spent fuel are called fast reactors (FRs). Among these, reactors that produce more fuel than
original fuel, such as the Monju prototype reactor in Fukui Prefecture, are called fast-breeder reactors
(FBRs).

The Mainichi Shimbun has recently obtained a document detailing four scenarios on whether to go ahead
with the nuclear fuel cycle project, including one that attendees of the secret meeting agreed to cover up.

Scenario 1 calls for the reprocessing of all spent nuclear fuel and its use in commercial FRs. Under
scenario 2, part of spent nuclear fuel would be reprocessed and the remainder would be stored while
research and development would be conducted to determine whether FRs can be put into commercial use.

Under scenario 3, part of the spent fuel would be reprocessed, the remainder would be disposed of and
the project of putting FRs into commercial use would be discontinued. Scenario 4 calls for disposal of all
spent nuclear fuel and the discontinuation of the project of putting FRs into practical use.

If scenarios 1 and 2 were adopted, the Monju-related research and development project would be
continued, but scenarios 3 and 4 would mean that the project must be called off.
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When the four scenarios were submitted to one of the secret meetings, held on March 8, for deliberations,
attendees insisted that scenario 3 should be excluded.

"The subcommittee's discussions would certainly focus on the middle (scenarios 2 or 3) rather than
scenario 1 that calls for reprocessing of all spent fuel or scenario 4 that envisages the disposal of all spent
fuel. If scenario 3 were included, there would certainly be some subcommittee members who would
choose it," one of them was quoted as telling the secret meeting.

"We've come to a crucial stage now. Scenario 2 is desirable and scenario 3 should be deleted," another
reportedly said.

A document detailing the four scenarios was also distributed at another secret meeting on March 22. At
the time, the moderator of the meeting said, "There was a plan to recommend four scenarios but we
reduced them to three." However, attendees did not discuss the matter.

Scientists and public trust

June 20, 2012

Public trust in scientists, engineers dropped after Fukushima nuke disaster:

gov'treport
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120620p2g00m0dm088000c.html

Public confidence in Japanese scientists and engineers declined after the outbreak in March 2011 of the
crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, the government said in its 2012 white paper on science
and technology.

The white paper endorsed by the Cabinet on June 19 said, "Public confidence in scientists and engineers
dropped" due to the accident at the crippled Fukushima nuclear power station.

Citing as an example the fact that robots made in Japan were almost useless to deal with the nuclear
crisis, the annual government report pointed out that Japanese technological developments were not
prepared for actual operations to respond to such disasters. On the fact that the government failed to
provide sufficient information to the public, the report said, "It is important to prepare” a mechanism
similar to those adopted by Britain and the United States to facilitate the provision of information from
scientists to the government.
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Asked whether it is good for experts to decide on the direction of research, only 19 percent of ordinary
people polled in the questionnaire survey for the white paper said they thought so, down sharply from the
pre-disaster level of 59 percent.

Meanwhile, in a survey on experts, 43 percent of the respondents said they were trusted, while 39
percent said they were not trusted. The white paper, therefore, lashed out at experts for their low sense of
responsibility, saying that they did not take the declining public confidence in them seriously. The report,
however, stopped short of making in-depth analysis and proposals as to why the gap in perception
between the public and experts was created and what experts should correct or improve.

While stressing the need to recognize higher risks accompanied by developments of science and
technology, the report said transmission of information in emergency situations should be discussed on a
routine basis. It then said, "Japan must become a country capable of minimizing damage and recovering
quickly."

Bad start for transparency
June 20, 2012

Delayed disclosure at Ohi plant
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120620_15.html

The operator of the Ohi nuclear power plant says an alarm went off on Tuesday on a water level detector
at its No.3 reactor.

The plant in Fukui Prefecture, central Japan will become the first to go back online in Japan since last
year's disaster.

Kansai Electric Power Company said on Wednesday that the alarm suggested the water level had fallen in
a tank used to cool an electric power generator at its No.3 reactor.

The firm says workers who examined the tank found no leaks but that the water level was about 5
centimeters lower than usual. The company says it's investigating the cause of the alarm.

The No.3 reactor is one of 2 being readied for a restart in line with a central government decision on
Saturday.

The government has set up a special monitoring system with resident inspectors at the plant to deal
promptly with possible accidents and problems.

But the disclosure of Tuesday's incident came about 13 hours after the alarm went off.
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Kansai Electric says it did not make the information public on Tuesday because the incident did not match
levels requiring disclosure by law and in-house rules.

Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency official Yasushi Morishita apologized at a news conference, saying
his lapse in judgment caused the delayed disclosure.

Water-level alarm goes off at Oi Nuclear Power Plant; no abnormalities

detected
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120620p2a00m0na010000c.html

A water-level alarm went off at the Oi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture on June 19, plant operator
Kansai Electric Power Co. (KEPCO) said, as preparations for the controversial restart of two reactors at the
plant continue.

KEPCO announced June 20 that an alarm indicating a decreased water level in a generator cooling tank of
the plant's No. 3 reactor was activated at 9:51 p.m. on June 19. Work at the plant is being monitored on a
24-hour basis.

In a news conference starting at 11 a.m. on June 20, the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency apologized
for the half-day delay between the incident and its announcement.

KEPCO said the alarm stopped after four minutes. Officials said there were no abnormalities with the
water level in the tank, and it was thought that the water level had changed temporarily when a pump
started operating.

It was the first alarm at the plant since work began on June 16 in preparation for the restart of the No. 3
and 4 reactors.

The new regulatory panel by September?

June 21, 2012

Bill to create new nuclear regulatory body passes Diet

http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120621p2g00m0dm007000c.html
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TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The House of Councillors on Wednesday passed a bill to create a new nuclear
regulatory body that will play a key role in enhancing Japan's nuclear regulations in the wake of last year's
Fukushima Daiichi atomic power plant disaster.

Following the passage of the bill, resulting in its enactment, the government is expected to step up its
efforts to launch a "nuclear regulatory commission"” with a high degree of independence by September,
consisting of five members with expertise on such issues as nuclear reactors and earthquakes.

The new regulatory framework is different from what the government had initially expected to create
because the ruling and opposition parties engaged in negotiations and crafted a new bill largely based on
a proposal from the opposition bloc.

While the commission will be placed under the Environment Ministry, its independence will be
guaranteed legally by giving it status akin to the country's antimonopoly watchdog the Japan Fair Trade
Commission.

Ensuring the independence of the new body has been an important point amid criticism that the
existing nuclear safety agency may have lacked teeth as it is under the umbrella of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, a promoter of nuclear power.

The launch of the commission is likely to affect the issue of whether to restart other reactors in addition
to the Nos. 3 and 4 units at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi plant, which the government has decided to put
back online to cope with power shortage concerns in the summer.

TEPCO justifies the way they dealt with the disaster

June 21, 2012

TEPCO justifies in nuclear accident report failure to predict huge tsunami
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120621p2g00m0dm016000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Tokyo Electric Power Co. on Wednesday, in its final report on the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant disaster, admitted it was not sufficiently prepared to deal with tsunami-triggered
nuclear accidents, but the utility justified its failure to predict the huge tsunami that hit the complex last
year.

The over 10-meter-high tsunami that followed a huge earthquake on March 11, 2011, was "beyond
expectations,” the report said, reiterating the company's earlier view that the larger-than-expected
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tsunami was the direct cause of the nuclear crisis, while criticizing the government for interfering in its
efforts to bring the nuclear complex under control.

The report is a result of a year-long in-house investigation into the world's worst nuclear accident since
the 1986 Chernobyl disaster. But it stopped short of digging deeper into the background of why Tokyo
Electric could only make insufficient accident assumptions and left unanswered questions about the
accident.

As in the interim report issued in December, the utility known as TEPCO maintained the view that key
facilities at the plant withstood the impact of the magnitude 9.0 earthquake, but ensuing tsunami waves
flooded electrical equipment and resulted in a loss of power, leading to the failure of reactor cooling
systems.

Executive Vice President Masao Yamazaki told a press conference that TEPCO had taken measures to
secure safety "to the extent possible,” but the tsunami was on "a scale rare in all history."
"Looking back, precautions were not sufficient,” he said.

The report also said that not only the utility, but "people concerned in nuclear issues as a whole" were not
able to predict that an event largely exceeding their expectations could occur, apparently referring to
government bodies and experts involved in issuing assessments on the height of tsunami that could hit
the plant.

Responding to criticism that staffers may have not had sufficient understanding of an emergency cooling
system at the No. 1 unit called an isolation condenser, TEPCO insisted that they had been receiving
training and had sufficient knowledge.

TEPCO, meanwhile, turned its fire on the government's response in the early stage of the nuclear crisis,
saying that "unnecessary confusion" was caused for those on the front line by the interference of then
Prime Minister Naoto Kan and other people at his office.

Such government behavior "only put the nuclear power plant chief in a dilemma and did not contribute to
improve" the situation, it said.

The company's communications activities related to the crisis were also restricted because it had to seek
approval from the prime minister's office and the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency before making
announcements to the public, the report added.
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TEPCO said it interviewed around 600 people who were involved in dealing with the crisis, which
resulted in the meltdowns of the Nos.1 to 3 reactors at the plant.

The No. 2 reactor is believed to have leaked massive radioactive substances that seriously contaminated
areas northwest of the Fukushima plant, although a hydrogen explosion did not take place inside the
reactor building. But the report did not specify areas that were damaged.

Fukushima people don't agree with TEPCO' report

Fukushima residents call TEPCO nuke disaster report 'sloppy’ and 'false’
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120621p2a00m0na017000c.html
FUKUSHIMA -- Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO)'s final report on the Fukushima nuclear disaster has
triggered a major backlash from prefectural residents and authorities who call it weak and even laced
with falsehoods, it has been learned.

In the 352-page report, released on June 20 after a year-long internal investigation, TEPCO admits that
the firm's tsunami policy had been insufficient. However, the utility justifies its unpreparedness by saying
that the March 11, 2011 quake-triggered tsunami was "beyond expectations,” and that the central

v

government's "interference" obstructed its subsequent nuclear disaster management.

"TEPCO should have asked itself why it didn't have a sufficient tsunami policy and whether they had an
opportunity to set one up," said Yoshihiro Koyama, head of Fukushima Prefecture's nuclear safety
measures division. "We still don't know what happened in the cores of the No. 1, 2 and 3 reactors, among
other unclear information. TEPCO should continue to try and explain all facts related to the crisis, and the
government's disaster committee should do a deep investigation of the accident.”

Meanwhile, Mayor Tamotsu Baba of the village of Namie points out a significant fabrication of data in
TEPCO's report. While the document states that "TEPCO employees visited the village of Namie from
March 13, 2011" to inform city authorities of details regarding the crisis, Baba says that they heard from
TEPCO officials for the first time only in late March.

"This report is not just sloppy in content -- it includes falsified information," said Baba, who is expected to
seek charges against the former TEPCO president and other officials for violating a liaison pact by not
reporting to the Namie Municipal Government immediately after the outbreak of the disaster.
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A 71-year-old resident who evacuated from Tomioka -- inside the evacuation zone around the plant -- and
now lives at a temporary housing complex in the prefectural city of Koriyama, also criticized the report,
saying that it is likely TEPCO may still be hiding information from residents.

"Despite being a final report, I feel somewhat that TEPCO is still hiding many things. It's crystal clear that
the company tries to play innocent and escape responsibility,” the man said.

All the government's fault

June 22,2012

http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120621005349.htm

TEPCO report blames govt / Points finger at PM, admits it was unprepared

for large tsunami

The Yomiuri Shimbun

Tokyo Electronic Power Co. has defended its actions following the March 11, 2011, earthquake and
tsunami, claiming that interference by the Prime Minister's Office confused workers at the Fukushima No.
1 nuclear power plant during the initial period of the crisis there, according to a final report by TEPCO.

The report, released Wednesday, was compiled by an in-house panel convened in June last year. The
report was based on about 600 hearings with employees and others, as well as computer analysis on why
meltdowns occurred in the plant's reactors.

The 1,200-page report, however, left many issues unclear, such as why the No. 2 reactor released massive
amounts of radiation into the air. Also, it made almost no references to the responsibilities of TEPCO
Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata and other executives.

The release of the report wraps up TEPCO's investigation of the crisis before a shareholder meeting next
Wednesday.

"We've made the best possible efforts in conducting our investigation,” said Executive Vice President
Masao Yamazaki, head of the in-house panel, during a press conference Wednesday at the utility's
headquarters in Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo.
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The report emphasized that intervention by then Prime Minister Naoto Kan and other top government
officials in the Prime Minister's Office "caused unnecessary confusion by making unrealistic demands."

Kan phoned Masao Yoshida, then head of the plant, the day after the Great East Japan Earthquake.

Kan and one of his aides spoke with Yoshida, proposing that the plant's reactors could be cooled down by
referring to the 1979 nuclear crisis at Three Mile Island in the United States, the report said.

It described the instructions as "unrealistic given the actual state" of the reactors.
Regarding information released to residents near the crippled plant, which was criticized as being
insufficient, the report again blamed the Prime Minster's Office.

TEPCO found it difficult to release information without approval from the office after it expressed
dissatisfaction over TEPCO's release of a photo of the No. 1 reactor, which was hit by a hydrogen explosion
the day after the disaster, the report said.

As a result, the utility could not promptly announce that pressure inside the No. 3 reactor's containment
vessel was increasing March 14 until it obtained government approval, the report added.

Regarding safety measures against tsunami, the report repeated that TEPCO had been "unprepared" for a
tsunami of the size triggered by the Great East Japan Earthquake because it was beyond the scope of its
estimates.

TEPCO estimated in the spring of 2008 that the plant could be hit by a tsunami as high as 15.7 meters.
However, the report justified the utility's failure to take any countermeasures at that time because it was
"just a provisional estimate."

"We're sorry we failed to prevent the reactor cores from being damaged," the report said.

However, the report repeated excuses regarding the tsunami by describing it as "one of the most
powerful tsunami ever seen" and "a giant tsunami beyond our imagination."

Denies withdrawal plan
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Regarding whether TEPCO considered withdrawing all workers from the crippled Fukushima plant, the
report insisted the utility did not have such a plan. It cited an internal document stipulating that all
employees "except for emergency workers" should be evacuated quickly in the event of an accident.

The report said the utility "found it odd" when Kan shouted that withdrawing all workers from the plant
would be unacceptable during his visit to TEPCO's headquarters.

When the Diet-appointed Fukushima Nuclear Accident Independent Investigation Commission conducted
a hearing last month with then Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Banri Kaieda, he mentioned a
telephone call he received from then TEPCO President Masataka Shimizu.

"They used the word 'withdrawal,' and never mentioned that some [of the plant's workers] would remain
there," he told the panel.

However, the panel announced June 9 that it "cannot confirm that TEPCO made a decision to withdraw all
workers" from the plant, based on Yoshida's testimony.

A similar investigation by the government also supported this when it released an interim report in
December.

On the other hand, the Independent Investigation Commission on the Fukushima Nuclear Accident, set up
as a private-sector panel by the Rebuild Japan Initiative Foundation, said, "There is not enough evidence
to support TEPCO's claims" that all top government officials at the Prime Minister's Office believed the
utility would withdraw all workers from the crippled plant.

June 21, 2012
TEPCO report on Fukushima nuke disaster dodges blame, points finger at
gov't

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120621p2a00m0na013000c.html

An internal Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) report on the Fukushima nuclear meltdowns released on
June 20 heaps blame on the government for worsening the situation, while absolving the firm of nearly all
responsibility for the disaster.

Speaking at a news conference on the release of the report, TEPCO Vice President and internal
investigative committee chair Masao Yamazaki admitted that there were "some problems" with how the
utility responded to the March 2011 meltdowns. Furthermore, the report states that "all parties connected
to the disaster, including this company, should reflect deeply on what happened.”
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However, Yamazaki maintained that TEPCO had "successfully carried out all prescribed procedures"” and
"employees did everything they could under difficult circumstances.

"There was trouble with several reactors simultaneously, and it was a very severe situation. Despite a
total power failure, aftershocks and multiple tsunami warnings, (TEPCO staff) managed to cope,” he
added. The document itself traces the release of radioactive materials from the plant -- estimated at the
equivalent of roughly 900,000 terabecquerels of radioiodine -- but does not address whether TEPCO could
have done anything to lessen the severity of the disaster.

The report reserved particularly scathing criticism for former Prime Minister Naoto Kan, who visited the
stricken plant just a day after the March 11, 2011 earthquake and tsunami triggered the nuclear disaster.
Specifically, the report blamed Kan's visit and subsequent contacts with then Fukushima No. 1 plant
manager Masao Yoshida for "promoting useless confusion” in the opening days of the crisis.

Yoshida was quoted in the report as saying an "oppressive" Kan was "in a fit of rage and screamed at me"
during a March 15 video conference. "He demanded to know if anyone had run away, and if anyone had,
who they were," Yoshida's statement read. Kan has repeatedly insisted that TEPCO had hinted it wanted
to abandon the plant soon after the crisis began, but the report includes internal documents calling for
evacuation of "all but essential emergency personnel,” and concludes the staff was well aware of the need
to deal with the meltdowns.

The committee also turned criticism of its "slow" public release of "meager"” information on the
developing crisis back on the government, concluding that Tokyo had "restricted both the content and the
timing of information releases."

One example quoted was photos of the March 12 hydrogen explosion that blew apart the No. 1 reactor
building. The photos were released before reaching the Prime Minister's Office, which allegedly viewed
this as a problem. Then TEPCO President Masataka Shimizu subsequently told TEPCO staff, "From now on,
all information goes to the PM's Office first, and nothing is to be released until we get permission from
them."

The report states that as a result, information on rising pressure in the No. 3 reactor containment vessel
on March 14 was released late as TEPCO tried to coordinate with the government.

The pattern of laying blame at the government's feet repeated itself throughout the TEPCO committee's
findings. For instance, the committee claimed that responsibility for the No. 1 plant's failed tsunami
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defenses lay not with the utility, but with the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology and the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency for "not instructing (TEPCO) to implement anti-
tsunami measures immediately" -- despite a 2008 government report warning of massive waves.

TEPCO tries again to "duck responsibility"

June 22,2012

Editorial: TEPCO internal report on Fukushima nuclear disaster nothing but

self-justification
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives /news/20120622p2a00m0na007000c.html

The final report issued by Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO)'s in-house investigative panel on the
Fukushima nuclear crisis looks like it was written up to counter the growing swarm of lawsuits that have
been and could yet be filed against the utility and its board members.

The report attributes the meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant in March 2011 to "higher
tsunami than predicted."

The panel reportedly interviewed a total of 600 people involved for the report, whose main body alone is
352 pages long. However, it failed to "clarify the cause of the nuclear crisis and propose measures needed
to contribute to the safety of nuclear power stations," as it was required to. The panel was supposed to dig
up the facts behind the disaster, get to the bottom of what happened and clarify where responsibility lies.
This it fails to do. Rather, it makes excuses for what critics have called TEPCO's inappropriate response to
the crisis. It's questionable whether such a company can continue to be allowed to operate nuclear plants.

For example, the government's investigative panel pointed out in its interim report in December last year
that workers' skills were not up to operating cooling systems in the plant's No. 1 and 3 reactors. In
response, the TEPCO final report argues that workers' lack of skill did not adversely affect the subsequent
response to the accident. However, it fails to discuss how the situation would have developed if the
workers had responded to the accident in a different way.

Moreover, the TEPCO report shifts the responsibility for predicting the tsunami risk to the nuclear plant
to others, stating that "it is desirable for a specialized research organization, which is a government body,
to show a coordinated view on the matter."
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The report also concludes that then Prime Minister Naoto Kan and his staff's intervention in TEPCO's
response to the crisis "promoted useless confusion." If a third-party body said so, it would have some
power to persuade, but such an argument by the entity responsible for the disaster sounds like an attempt
to duck responsibility.

Numerous questions remain regarding the crisis. The report concludes that the primary source of
radioactive substances that spread to litate, Fukushima Prefecture and other areas northwest of the plant
was its No. 2 reactor. However, no hydrogen explosion occurred in that particular unit, and which part of
the reactor was damaged and the route of radioactive substances leaking into the air remain unclear. The
report also states that primary devices in the reactor were not damaged by the earthquake, based on such
data as the pressure and temperature in the reactor. TEPCO, however, has not yet confirmed the actual
condition of the No. 2 reactor assembly, as persistently high radiation inside the reactor building have
ruled out on-the-spot inspections.

The way that TEPCO discloses information has also been called into question. TEPCO headquarters and
the Fukushima No. 1 plant are connected by a direct communications line, and video conferences between
workers at these two locations have been filmed. The footage is crucial material for the effort to get to the
bottom of TEPCO's response to the crisis, but the utility has refused to disclose it, citing concern for the
privacy of those involved in the conferences. It would be a serious problem if the company were reluctant
to disclose information because shareholders have filed damages suits personally against former and
current board members. Accident victims have also sued the company.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safety regulations stipulate that utilities are primarily
responsible for the safety of nuclear plants they operate. Therefore, TEPCO has absolutely no way to
evade its responsibility for the Fukushima nuclear crisis, and it is TEPCO's minimum responsibility to fully
disclose information on the crisis.

The Fukushima nuclear disaster investigative panels of the executive and legislative branches of the
government -- set to compile their own final reports shortly -- should release the results of their
investigations in a way that can convince the public.

Transparency, please

Sunday, June 24, 2012

Utilities paid local governments ¥73 billion in dividends: sources
Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120624a2.html#.T-bXgpFIlwpU
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Power companies paid out about ¥72.7 billion in dividends to municipalities nationwide in the last five
years, sources said Saturday.

Local governments that received the funds, especially those that are leading shareholders in their
regional utilities, will likely come under pressure to more actively convey residents' views on key issues,
including nuclear safety and electricity charges, according to experts.

The city of Osaka, which is the top shareholder in Kansai Electric Power Co. with a stake of around 8.9
percent, received more than ¥5 billion in annual dividends since fiscal 2007, while Yamaguchi Prefecture,
whose 13.3 percent stake in Chugoku Electric Power Co. makes it the utility's largest shareholder, netted
about ¥2.4 billion in dividends each year.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government, the leading shareholder in Tokyo Electric Power Co. with a roughly
2.6 percent stake, was paid around ¥10.8 billion in dividends annually.

The metropolitan government was using the funds to cover the cost of running the capital's public bus
service, but that source of income has dried up since the nuclear crisis at Tepco's Fukushima No. 1 power
plant started in March 2011.

Meanwhile, both Miyagi and Aomori prefectures own shares in Tohoku Electric Power Co.

Many local governments operated their own power generation facilities before the war but in 1941 were
ordered by the government to hand them over to regional power companies. In exchange, they received
shares in the utilities.

Gov't protecting nuke industry

June 23, 2012

Nuclear power plant collusion

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/print/ed20120623al.html

As the March 2011 reactor meltdowns at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1 power plant
demonstrated, loss of power sources for an extended period of time at a nuclear power plant — known as
a "station blackout" (SBO) — can lead to catastrophic results. It was recently reported that the Nuclear
Safety Commission colluded with Tepco over the nation's SBO-related safety standard about two decades
ago.
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This revelation and the recent government decision to restart the Nos. 3 and 4 reactors at Kansai Electric
Power Co.'s Oi nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture only serve to reinforce the widespread belief that
the government is continuing to protect the interests of the nuclear power industry even in the wake of
the Fukushima disaster.

In 1990, the government issued a safety standard stating that there is no need to take into account SBOs
lasting 30 minutes or longer in designing a nuclear power plant. Because preparations for long SBOs had
become obligatory overseas, in 1991 the NSC established a working group to consider a revision of the
safety standard. The group consisted of five experts and officials from Tepco, Kepco and the then Japan
Atomic Energy Research Institute, which had a cooperative relationship with the power companies.

Because Tepco and Kepco opposed incorporating preparations for long SBOs into the design standard, the
then Science and Technology Agency, which was serving as NSC's secretariat, asked the two power
companies to "compose sentences" stating why there is no need to consider preparations for SBOs lasting
more than 30 minutes and to submit them.

The working group subsequently adopted Tepco's explanation that nuclear power plant design in
Japan has an adequate margin of safety, and that if a nuclear power plant is operated properly, the
level of safety will be sufficient.

In June 1993, the working group issued a report saying that even if an SBO occurs, it would not
lead to a severe accident. As a result, the government safety standard was not revised.

It is clear that what the NSC basically did was let a power company write the draft of its report.
Given that the meltdown at Fukushima No. 1 might have been prevented had the safety standard been
revised, those involved in the process should be deeply ashamed of their actions.

In October 2011, the NSC purportedly made public "all" the documents it had related to the process. Only
after the Diet committee investigating the Fukushima nuclear accident demanded further disclosure did
the NSC release additional documents in early June revealing that the working group had asked Tepco and
Kepco to "compose sentences."

The NSC must make public all its documents before it is abolished to make way for the establishment of a
new nuclear regulatory authority around September

APEC draft
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June 24,2012

APEC ministers to agree on importance of nuclear energy use: draft
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120624p2g00m0dm009000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Energy ministers of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum will agree at their
two-day meeting from Sunday in St. Petersburg, Russia, on the importance of using nuclear energy to
reduce carbon dioxide emission and to meet the growing demand for energy, a draft of the joint
declaration obtained by Kyodo News showed Saturday.

"The APEC region recognizes the importance of the safe and secure uses of peaceful nuclear energy, and
its potential in diversifying our energy mix, meeting the growing energy demand, and in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions in the region despite the tragic accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power station" triggered by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami, the draft of the "St. Petersburg
Declaration” said.

The draft showed that the declaration, to be adopted Monday, will largely reflect the views of countries
promoting nuclear power plants, led by Russia and the United States, while urging Japan to share the
lessons it has learnt from the Fukushima crisis.

While the member countries and relevant international organizations coordinate efforts to ensure
nuclear safety and dealing with possible problems, "We expect that Japan should contribute to the
international approach by sharing its knowledge and experience, including information on the Fukushima
Daiichi accident,” the draft said, adding they "recognize the progress made by the Japanese government to
bring the station to a stable condition.”

Particular attention should be paid to strengthening cooperation by interested member economies of
APEC and the relevant international organizations, notably the International Atomic Energy Agency,
including "sharing knowledge and experience on nuclear technologies and safety at nuclear power
stations and related facilities to improve nuclear safety standards, and coordinate emergency response
and preparedness mechanisms," the draft said.

Noting that natural gas emits relatively small amounts of carbon dioxide, the APEC economies recognize it
is important "to evaluate the production, trade potential and environmental impact of shale gas and other
unconventional gas resources," according to the draft.
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They will also promote steady investment in natural gas infrastructure, including liquefaction facilities,

the draft said.
Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano will attend the meeting from Japan and is expected to
hold bilateral talks with the representatives from Russia, the United States and Australia.

Saturday, June 23, 2012

APEC meet to uphold nuke power

Jiji

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nb20120623a5.html#.T-bfApFlwpU

Energy ministers of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum members are expected to issue a joint
statement after their meeting next week that will confirm the importance of nuclear energy, Jiji Press
learned Thursday.

The ministers are expected to highlight the role of nuclear power in securing energy security by reducing
dependence on fossil fuels and combating climate change by reducing carbon dioxide emissions, sources
said.

Russia, the chair of the Sunday-Monday meeting in St. Petersburg, maintains its policy to promote nuclear
power despite the triple-meltdown crisis that started in March 2011 at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s
Fukushima No.1 nuclear plant.

As an important means of acquiring foreign currency, Russia intends to expand nuclear power plant
exports. The joint statement will reflect Russia's stance, the sources said.

At the meeting, Japan, which plans to reduce its dependence on nuclear energy, will explain its responses
to the nuclear accident and steps it has taken to restart idled reactors at a Kansai Electric Power Co. plant.
It will urge other APEC members to share technical knowledge on nuclear safety measures.
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The joint statement will underline the need for efforts to boost nuclear safety, in addition to underscoring
the importance of atomic power, the sources said.

At the meeting, the ministers will discuss various issues, such as energy conservation, ways to promote
smart communities utilizing renewable energy, emergency responses to geopolitical risks in the Middle
East, and promotion of natural gas use.

Board of Audit to check on TEPCO

June 25, 2012

Government watchdog to audit TEPCO
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120625_25.html

Japan's Board of Audit is to evaluate the activity of Tokyo Electric Power Company, operator of the
disaster-hit Fukushima nuclear plant, as the company receives a massive injection of public funds.

This is a rare move for the watchdog, which normally only audits government and semi-public entities.
However, TEPCO will be temporarily placed under state control following the capital injection, with the

government taking more than 50 percent of the company's voting rights.

The government has set aside 30 billion dollars in financial assistance to help TEPCO pay compensation
to victims of last year's nuclear accident.

The government will also provide some 12.5 billion dollars in public funds to aid the power company in
balancing its books.

Last month, TEPCO announced it will cut more than 41 billion dollars in costs by the end of fiscal 2021, in
line with government-approved measures.

The Board of Audit will evaluate as early as this summer whether TEPCO is fulfilling its obligations under
the plan.

Revision of Atomic Energy Law (part 3)

June 26,2012
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Atomic energy law's sly alteration is abuse of legislative process
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /perspectives/news/20120626p2a00m0na004000c.html

In addition to "decisive" politics and "indecisive" politics, there is such a thing as "overlooked" politics.

The Atomic Energy Basic Law was amended in the shadows of the hoopla surrounding the three-party
agreement on a tax hike. The new clause allows the possibility of nuclear armament open to
interpretation. It was an underhanded deal, in which an amendment to the Atomic Basic Law was merely
incorporated into the appendix of a law on the establishment of a nuclear regulatory panel.

It's not just anti-nuclear activists and those in support of abandoning nuclear power generation who have
been shocked by the stunt. Those in the pro-nuclear power camp who are searching for a way to rebuild a
united front have also expressed criticism.

This is no way to win back the public's confidence.

The law on the establishment of a nuclear regulatory commission was hastily passed. A revised bill that
the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ]), and opposition parties the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and
the New Komeito modified and agreed to was submitted to the Diet on June 15, and passed on June 20.
The process of establishing the commission had been sped up in light of the reactivation of Kansai Electric
Power Company's Oi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture.

Only at a meeting of an upper house environmental committee on June 20, when a DPJ lawmaker
questioned whether nuclear arms development was the purpose of passing the bill, did it become public
that a clause in the Basic Law had been revised.

The legislator lamented that the bill had been submitted just a few days earlier, and that they had not
been given resources to compare the old and new versions of the modified clause. Also, while the revision
had been initiated by the LDP, the clause in question was not mentioned in a bill outline that had been
distributed at an LDP meeting on the evening of June 14, immediately after the three-party tax agreement.
One policy expert in the LDP was even unclear on how and why things unfolded the way they did.

So what exactly does the clause that has fueled suspicions about its intentions say? The Atomic Energy
Basic Law stipulates in Article 2 that research into and use of atomic power are restricted to peaceful
purposes, championing democratic, independent and public disclosure principles. The appendix in
question adds a sentence stating Japan's atomic energy policy should contribute to national security.

What constitutes "national security?" Asked by the aforementioned DP] member whether nuclear arms
development was the new regulatory body bill's true aim, the House of Representatives member of the
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LDP who submitted the bill denied that was the case, saying, "The purpose is to centralize the safety of
nuclear power, safeguards by the International Atomic Energy Agency to prevent the military use of
nuclear materials, and nuclear security to prevent terrorism into one commission."

Since June 20, various media have reported on the furtive move, with one paper carrying the front-page
headline, "Nuclear power constitution changed surreptitiously, concerns toward military use." A deputy
press secretary of South Korea's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade has also said that the ministry is
"watching the situation closely."

It's not surprising that the bill came from the LDP. In post-war Japan, countless politicians and
bureaucrats have revealed their off-the-record hopes for the country's nuclear armament. Japan's latent
nuclear capability was what lent moral support to the leaders of this economic giant, who ostensibly were
against nuclear weapons.

What then, is the reason for Japanese politicians to reveal their once masked pride in latent nuclear
capability now?

"[t probably comes down to the Rokkasho Reprocessing Plant," said a bureaucrat with whom I've been
acquainted for years. "If the country moves toward the abandonment of nuclear power, that facility will
lose meaning. If it is legally granted legitimacy as a facility for the military use of nuclear materials, then it
can continue to exist. I believe that there were LDP lawmakers who thought of that, and bureaucrats who
supported them.

"The revision of relevant laws through their incorporation in appendices should only take place when a
change in one law necessarily involves a change in another. The latest case has been an abuse of that
process. It stands legally, but I think it's wholly inappropriate as legislation."

The Atomic Energy Basic Law went into effect in 1955, the same year that the LDP was founded. Fifty-
seven years have since passed, and we are moving further and further away from democratic,
independent and public disclosure principles. (By Takao Yamada, Expert Senior Writer)

TEPCO bitterly criticized by shareholders

June 27,2012
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TEPCO shareholders' meeting marked by calls to break away from nuclear

power
http://mainichi.jp/graph/2012/06/27/20120627p2a00m0na020000c/001.html

Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) came under bitter criticism over its corporate management and
handling of the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant at a general shareholders meeting in
Tokyo on June 27, the utility's second since the outbreak of the crisis.

At 10 a.m.,, 3,112 shareholders filed into Yoyogi National Gymnasium in Tokyo's Shibuya Ward for the
meeting -- highlighting the high interest in a horde of issues including huge compensation payments over
the nuclear disaster triggered by the March 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami. The
shareholders' meeting kicked off in a highly tumultuous atmosphere, with civic groups and ordinary
citizens also gathering outside the venue, calling for a nuclear-free energy policy.

Individual shareholders and other interested parties started turning up shortly after 8 a.m., about two
hours before the start of the meeting. Among them was a 45-year-old company employee from Tokyo's
Edogawa Ward, who held a fan reading "No nuclear power."

"The people of Fukushima had to leave their homes. The top executives who promoted nuclear power
should do their utmost to fully compensate them," he said.

The 45-year-old said he had become a shareholder of TEPCO after the Fukushima nuclear disaster in a bid
to convey his thoughts to TEPCO executives. He added that he planned to support a proposal to be made
during the meeting by a civic group of 402 shareholders that TEPCO's Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power
Plant in Niigata Prefecture be decommissioned and a thermal power plant be built there.

Among the other shareholders attending the meeting were two members of German environmental group
Ethecon Foundation Ethics & Economics, including its chairman Axel Koehler-Schnura. They, as TEPCO
shareholders, planned to present a "Black Planet Award" trophy, a black filthy globe, to TEPCO
management. The award is given each year to the company that has produced the worst effects on the
global environment.

"TEPCO caused unrecoverable damage to the global environment and the human rights of people
throughout the world," the chairman said.

Meanwhile, several shareholders voiced support for the Tokyo Metropolitan Government's proposal to
ensure transparency of TEPCO's management and introduce competition in the power industry.
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Tomoyuki Tsukuda, a 37-year-old resident of Ichikawa, Chiba Prefecture, who attended TEPCO's
shareholders' meeting for the first time this year, said, "TEPCO plans to give bonuses to its employees, but
[ wonder if money has been paid to those workers who have been dealing with the disaster (at the nuclear
plant). Bonuses should be given to such people.”

Fumiko Murakami, a 63-year-old housewife from Kisarazu, Chiba Prefecture, commented, "I have a
feeling that the top management has released only self-serving information. [ want them to promise to
disclose information honestly."

Masanori Tagawa, 63, from Nara, called for the company to gradually break away from nuclear power. He
said he would support the proposal to abandon nuclear power.

"It is unavoidable to operate nuclear reactors during the transition to clean energy, but I don't think the
current measures can ensure safety," he explained.

Also among the shareholders were former TEPCO workers. Mikio Nakayama, 72, who served as a member
of the Nerima Ward Assembly and the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly, said, "Ideally, we should reduce
nuclear power in stages, but when I think of people's livelihood in the immediate future, I would support
the reactivation of nuclear reactors.”" He added: "TEPCO's responsibility is heavy, but nuclear power has
been promoted as national policy. More national debate is needed.”

Journalists were allowed to observe the shareholders' meeting live on a monitor. Last year the screen
image was so blurred that the faces of the board members on the stage could barely be identified. There
was some improvement this year, with close-ups of the board members who were speaking, but filming
and broadcasting of the question-and-answer session were forbidden.

"We have not obtained approval from shareholders," a TEPCO spokesperson said.

TEPCO shareholders' meeting starts off tumultuously
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120627p2g00m0dm061000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s meeting of shareholders started off tumultuously
Wednesday morning, with individual shareholders interrupting proceedings and its largest stockholder
coming to the fore to press the utility to reform itself following the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant
disaster.
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The company known as TEPCO is seeking approval for changes in its articles of incorporation necessary
to receive a planned 1 trillion yen injection of public funds, which would effectively put the country's
largest utility under state control.

At the outset of the annual meeting, outgoing Tokyo Electric Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata apologized
over the nuclear crisis and vowed to "start afresh from zero" to restore public confidence.

The proceedings were interrupted a few times as shareholders proposed motions such as to seek the
dismissal of the moderator, served by Katsumata.

Also on the agenda are votes on shareholder proposals, including those from the Tokyo metropolitan
government, the largest shareholder with about a 2.7 percent stake.

It is the first time that TEPCO has faced a proposal from a municipal shareholder, suggesting a change in
the behavior of local governments, often seen as "silent shareholders," amid growing public criticism of
the utility's move to raise electricity rates for households.

The Tokyo metropolitan government proposed that TEPCO stipulate in its corporate rules that it will "put
customer service first" as its management philosophy and ensure transparency in management by
disclosing information over electricity retail prices.

Tokyo Vice Gov. Naoki Inose appeared at the meeting to explain the proposals, saying, "What is needed
for TEPCO, which has to restart from zero, is this kind of change in its way of thinking."

A group of individual shareholders, meanwhile, proposed the utility's withdrawal from nuclear power
generation, an attempt it has been making repeatedly.

The company's board of directors has made clear its oppositions to such shareholder proposals, and they
are likely to be voted down as it appears difficult to muster enough support from other shareholders.

The company also sought for approval to select 11 board members including Kazuhiko Shimokobe, a
lawyer who is set to become next chairman.

TEPCO has decided to revamp its management as it will receive taxpayers' money as part of a 10-year
business plan aimed at helping the company overcome its financial plight following the world's worst
nuclear accident since the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.
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Based on the restructuring plan, TEPCO will avoid insolvency and continue to deal with three key tasks --
paying trillions of yen in compensation related to the disaster, scrapping the Fukushima plant's crippled
reactors and providing stable electricity supply to areas including Tokyo.

Shareholders' antinuke position no much use
June 27,2012

Utilities defy shareholders' antinuke calls

Investors OK nationalization of Tepco; Kepco foils Hashimoto
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120627x1.html#.T-spm5FIwpU

By KAZUAKI NAGATA and ERIC JOHNSTON
Staff writers

Nine electric utilities held annual shareholders' meetings Wednesday, with antinuclear investors causing
a ruckus by pushing them to shut down their atomic plants and increase the use of renewable energy.

Tokyo Electric Power Co. and Kansai Electric Power Co. also faced rare criticism from local governments,
which own a considerable stake in the regional power companies and have started scrutinizing their
financial structures after the catastrophe at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

"Public confidence in Tepco has been damaged," and the company has to seriously try to change itself,

Tokyo Vice Gov. Naoki Inose told the meeting. The Tokyo Metropolitan Government is Tepco's largest
stakeholder.

Shareholders voted in favor of the plan to nationalize the utility.
Not a single proposal by shareholders was approved.
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Kepco shareholders said no to all 28 motions made Wednesday to shift from nuclear power and fossil
fuels to renewable energy, including one backed by the mayors of Osaka, Kobe and Kyoto that would have
obliged the utility to eventually abolish its 11 reactors.

The rejections were not unexpected after Kepco's management announced earlier this month it opposed
all attempts to reduce reliance on nuclear power and it was clear the majority of shareholders would vote
against the motions.

But the defeat is likely to deal a blow to Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto's reputation as an effective
antinuclear mayor, as he turned down a plebiscite drive by Osaka residents back in February to get the
city out of nuclear power by saying it was better to oppose Kepco at the shareholders' meeting.

The city of Osaka, which owns about 9 percent of Kepco's stock, was represented by Hashimoto, who
warned that the world is changing and Kepco needs to embrace renewable energy or risk going out of
business.

"At this rate, Kepco is going to end up bankrupt. Explanations about the future risk (of continuing with
nuclear power) are insufficient," Hashimoto said during the meeting.

He then posed detailed questions about the problem of spent nuclear fuel, including how Kepco is going
to store its fuel in the mid- and long term. He also asked what would happen to Kepco's costs if its 11
reactors were halted permanently.

Kepco officials sidestepped most of his questions about spent fuel storage plans, but they said abolishing
the reactors would mean spending ¥900 billion on replacement fuel sources.

Meanwhile, Tokyo Vice Gov. Inose slammed Tepco for planning to pay employee bonuses this winter. He
pointed out that Resona Bank and Japan Airlines Corp., which both received public funds for
rehabilitation, did not pay bonuses for several seasons during their rehabilitation.

Tepco will be selling ¥1 trillion worth of shares to the government-backed Nuclear Damage Liability
Facilitation Fund, which will a stake exceeding 50 percent.
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A shareholder proposed unsuccessfully that Tepco move its headquarters to Fukushima Prefecture. "That
way you can give more sincere support" to the disaster victims, he said.

Some shareholders defended the utility, urging it to insist more loudly that the crisis is not just Tepco's
fault, because the government failed to regulate it to prepare for the huge tsunami.

TEPCO after public trust

June 28,2012
TEPCO's new chairman promises reform
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120628_26.html

The new Chairman of Tokyo Electric Power Company says he will push to reform management to regain
public trust following last year's Fukushima nuclear accident.

Kazuhiko Shimokobe spoke at a news conference on Thursday, one day after his appointment as TEPCO
chairman at a shareholders meeting.

Shimokobe said TEPCO is a huge monopoly and has failed to pay much attention to customers' needs.

He said he will make sure TEPCO listens carefully to outside criticism of its corporate culture and that
every TEPCO employee takes customers' needs into account.

TEPCO has been criticized not just for its handling of last year's accident but also for unilaterally imposing
price increases.

Shimokobe is a 64-year-old lawyer. He served as chairman of the government-backed Nuclear Damage
Liability Facilitation Fund that helped TEPCO compensate victims of the disaster.

Shimokobe said it would be very hard for TEPCO to restart idled reactors at its nuclear plant in
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa in Niigata without consent from the local community.

But he said he is keenly aware of the harsh reality that a significant delay in the planned resumption early

next year would adversely affect electricity supply. He added that at the moment, he is not considering
asking for higher electricity rates if the reactors are not restarted as planned.

Utilities should put customers first

June 28, 2012
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Editorials: Major power companies must put the customer first
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /perspectives/news/20120628p2a00m0na002000c.html

Nine electric power companies came under mounting pressure at their respective shareholders meetings
on June 27 to initiate reforms to better serve their customers.

Tokyo Vice Gov. Naoki Inose attended the shareholders meeting of Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) as
the representative of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, the top shareholder in the utility. He criticized
a plan by the company, which owns the crippled Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, to raise electricity
charges, and demanded that the firm further streamline its operations. The metropolitan government
submitted proposals on measures to ensure transparency of TEPCO's management and on the
introduction of market mechanisms pertaining to investment in plants and equipment.

TEPCO has come under fire for being bureaucratic and dogmatic in its response to demands for
compensation over the nuclear crisis and its plan to increase its electric power charges. The metropolitan
government's proposals reflect the public's opinion of the company. The proposals were not approved,
however, because financial institutions and many other major shareholders sided with TEPCO
management.

Nevertheless, the company's plans to accept an infusion of 1 trillion yen in public funds and replace most
of its board members were endorsed. Since the company is set to rehabilitate itself by using such a
massive amount of taxpayers' money, it must not take advantage of its regional monopoly to continue its
arrogant management practices.

Itis TEPCO's responsibility to speedily release accurate information to boost managerial transparency
and promote competition as part of an effort to reduce customers' electricity bills. The utility should
respect the spirit of the metropolitan government's proposals and aid consumers to the maximum
possible extent, even though the metropolitan government's proposals were voted down.

In Osaka, Mayor Toru Hashimoto attended the shareholders meeting of Kansai Electric Power Co.
(KEPCO) as a representative of the Osaka Municipal Government, the utility's top stockholder. The
municipal government submitted a proposal to quickly decommission all of KEPCO's nuclear power
plants, but the measure was voted down. Still, as shareholders asked questions about the company's plan
to resume operations at the idled No. 3 and 4 reactors of the Oi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture,
the meeting lasted for a record 5 1/2 hours.

Proposals that nuclear power stations be decreased or completely shut down were submitted at the
shareholders meetings of other utilities, reflecting the public's growing concern about the safety of
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nuclear plants since the outbreak of the Fukushima nuclear crisis and increasing distrust in utilities that
operate such power stations.

The national government's failure to work out a clear-cut atomic power policy appears to be fueling such
concern and distrust. All power suppliers that operate nuclear plants must remember it is impermissible
for them to reactivate these plants without ensuring safety.

The central government is considering reforming the electric power supply system in a bid to put an end
to major electric power companies' regional monopolies. We urge all of these companies to take
advantage of proposals made by shareholders at their June 27 meetings to transform their management in
a way that will benefit consumers.

Leakage of secret documents

June 30, 2012

Govt: 6 classified documents leaked

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120629006730.htm

A farm ministry internal investigation team on Friday confirmed six classified government documents
have been leaked and indicated a former senior vice minister was "highly likely" to have been involved in
the leakage.

Li Chunguang, a 45-year-old first secretary at the Chinese Embassy in Tokyo, is suspected of having
obtained the classified documents about a program to export agricultural products to China.

Regarding how the documents were leaked, the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry's
investigation team said former Senior Vice Minister Nobutaka Tsutsui is suspected of being involved.

However, the team said it has not been able to confirm his involvement.

Tsukasa Iwamoto, a senior vice minister who heads the investigation team, said leakage of four
documents classified as "Level 3," the highest confidentiality level, and two official telegrams were
confirmed.
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After the media reported the leaks, the investigation team questioned the head of the Promotion
Association of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries & Foods Exporting to China, who used to be a state-funded
secretary to a House of Representatives member. He admitted to having obtained the documents in
question.

The association runs a program to export agricultural products to China.

Of the documents, one Level 3 document described the future prospects of domestic rice supply and
demand that was deeply affected by the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

Copies of the document, which was drawn up for Tsutsui, were distributed to just seven people, including
Tsutsui and senior officials of the ministry's Management Improvement Bureau, Iwamoto said.

However, five of the officials, excluding Tsutsui and his then private secretary, had no contact with the
head of the association.

According to Iwamoto, Tsutsui is the only person who has received all four Level 3 documents, but he was
quoted as saying that he never showed the documents to any outsider.

Meanwhile, right after the farm ministry received two official telegrams from the Foreign Ministry on
March 15, Tsutsui's secretary sent them by fax from Tsutsui's office at the ministry to his office in the Diet
members' office building under instructions from Tsutsui, Iwamoto said.

However, Tsutsui was quoted as saying he did not remember giving them to the association's head.

The head also said he did not remember from whom he received the documents, Iwamoto said.

As the head shredded the ministry's documents including the six classified ones before questioning, the
investigation team was not able to say Tsutsui was involved in the leakage, he said.

Iwamoto also said the team also failed to confirm whether Li gained knowledge of the contents of the
documents.
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Police have sent papers on Li to the Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office on suspicion of violating the
Alien Registration Law.

Atomic Energy Basic Law (Part 4)

July 2,2012
Business-as-usual alteration of nuclear law unsettling
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives /news/20120702p2a00m0na005000c.html

The long dominant and now largest opposition Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) insists that an amendment
to the Atomic Energy Basic Act is not a ploy to pave the way toward Japan's acquisition of nuclear arms.
Moreover, the House of Representatives Legislation Bureau says the steps taken to institute the legal
amendment have not violated any bylaws or regulations.

But there's something unsettling about the whole thing. First, there's the question of what a "basic act" is
supposed to be. One can't help but feel that a foundational legal framework for atomic energy policy is
being altered as if it were a routine process.

As mentioned in last week's installment of this column, Article 2 of the Atomic Energy Basic Law
stipulates that research into and use of atomic power are restricted to peaceful purposes, championing
democratic, independent and public disclosure principles. In the latest amendment, the clause that Japan's
atomic energy policy should contribute to national security -- with the wording as it was originally
suggested by the LDP -- was added. Suspicions have subsequently emerged that the revision is either an
attempt to tie the conservative ideology of self sufficiency and self defense to nuclear arms development,
or to allow for the continued operation and possible military use of the Rokkasho Nuclear Reprocessing
Plant.

The national security clause was included as an appendix to a bill for the establishment of a new nuclear
regulatory body in late June, and initially went unnoticed even by newspaper reporters.

Soon after the bill's passage, newspapers carried headlines decrying the "surreptitious alterations,"” and
voicing worries concerning the military use of nuclear power. Former Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuhisa
Shiozaki, who heads an LDP project team on the establishment of the new panel, objected. He said that
there were absolutely no military implications or alterations to the three non-nuclear principles in the use
of the expression "national security” in the bill's appendix, and that the use of an appendix itself is
standard procedure, and hardly counts as act of stealth.
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Meanwhile, Masayoshi Yoshino, who, along with Shiozaki, was instrumental in bringing together the LDP
proposal, also denied any ulterior motives for the amendment.

"The issue always came up during intra-party discussions, but there is no truth to the allegations" that the
basic law was revised based on policy interests, he said. "In the bill establishing the new nuclear
regulatory body, we included a clause saying that 'Japan's atomic energy policy should contribute to
national security.' But that means we will work toward nuclear non-proliferation and take anti-terrorism
measures. It was merely the result of our consultation with the legislation bureau to insure consistency
with other laws."

Yoshino, whose constituency is based in central southern Fukushima Prefecture, hit hardest by the
ongoing nuclear crisis, is distressed by how some have responded to the latest move.

"Under the law as it was, if a nuclear armament advocate were to become prime minister, the government
could have refused international agencies from inspecting our nuclear facilities. The intention of the new
law was to prevent such a thing from happening,” he said. "I didn't think we'd be accused of moving
toward nuclear arms development.”

Bureau officials say there were no procedural violations, a statement backed up by "Workbook Hosei
Shitsumu," a legislative manual that bureau staff have with them at all times. "For the purpose of
establishing a new law, existing laws shall be amended through appendices,” it reads on page 343.

The Atomic Energy Basic Act went into effect in 1955, 10 years after the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, and a year after the Japanese fishing boat Daigo Fukuryu Maru was hit by fallout from a U.S.
nuclear test in the Pacific. It gave rise to heated debate on the interchangeability of nuclear technology
used for peaceful and military purposes, as well as on mutual dependence.

The three principles of democracy, independence and openness in nuclear science emerged on the
initiative of renowned physicists such as Hideki Yukawa, Shinichiro Tomonaga, Mitsuo Taketani and
Shoichi Sakata, and were incorporated into the Science Council of Japan's statement on nuclear power.
Article 2 of the Atomic Energy Basic Law is a reflection of that.

Fundamental questions about nuclear power have emerged once again, and yet among the
politicians, bureaucrats and academics of today, the passion and sense of crisis that existed 57
years ago is gravely lacking. The standard procedures for handling the minute details of establishing a
new regulatory body is one thing. But the utterly business-like manner in which the basic principles
behind a basic law have been altered is unnerving. (By Takao Yamada, Senior Expert Writer)
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A thousand times more expensive than regular nuclear power

July 4, 2012

Monju costs far surpass usual nukes

Trouble-prone reactor has rung up far higher tab than initially planned
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120704f1.html#.T_RyCpFlwpU

Kyodo

If the troubled Monju prototype fast breeder reactor project continues, its costs will swell to more than
¥1.4 trillion and its power generation costs will be ¥10,000 per kwh, roughly 1,000 times greater than a
regular reactor, according to data compiled by Kyodo News.

Does it have the future?: The prototype fast breeder reactor Monju sits idle in
Tsuruga, Fukui Prefecture, last November. KYODO
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Construction of the reactor in Tsuruga, Fukui Prefecture, started in 1985 as part of the government's goal
to establish a nuclear fuel cycle to make use of spent nuclear fuel at conventional atomic plants that run on
uranium. Monju uses a uranium and plutonium mix known as MOX as fuel.

The facility operated by the government-affiliated Power Reactor and Nuclear Fuel Development Corp.
first reached criticality — where a chain reaction of nuclear fission is sustained — in 1994.

But sodium, used as a coolant, leaked during its test run in December 1995. Around 640 kg of leaked
sodium reacted with air and sparked a fire, forcing a prolonged suspension.

The operator was also caught trying to cover the incident up. Workers made a false report about and
truncated video footage of the accident.

The operator was revamped into the Japan Nuclear Cycle Development Institute, which was subsequently
merged with the Japan Atomic Energy Research Institute in 2005 to create the Japan Atomic Energy
Agency.

The prototype reactor, designed to produce more fuel than it consumes, also faced other problems,
prompting further delays in its restart initially set for March 2008.

In an application for a permit to build the reactor filed in 1980, the government estimated ¥322 billion in

construction costs.
A probe by the Board of Audit found that total costs spent through fiscal 2010 came to around ¥1.08

trillion.

On June 12, the science and technology ministry announced Monju would require an additional ¥160
billion to ¥170 billion over 10 years if it is reactivated.

The Japan Nuclear Cycle Development Institute calculated in 2002 that decommissioning Monju and
disposing of the radioactive materials would cost ¥174 billion.

Adding these figures up, the sum will top ¥1.4 trillion.

The reactor, meanwhile, generated a total of 102.3 million kwh between August 1995 and the sodium
leak. The unit cost will thus be ¥10,000 per kwh, around 1,000 times greater than the current power
generation cost of nuclear power stations, estimated at ¥9 per kwh, and around 300 times greater than
solar power's roughly ¥30.
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The colossal development cost of the Monju project was a hot topic at a meeting of the Lower House
Committee on Audit and Oversight of Administration as well as the government's council on
administrative reforms last year.

The science and technology ministry has appropriated ¥17.5 billion in what it said was the minimum
needed for maintenance, saying it will not seek to restart the reactor this fiscal year.

The government has repeatedly been putting off the target date to commercialize a fast breeder reactor.
Under a long-term plan formulated in 1967, the target was around 1985. Under the current nuclear
framework worked out in 2005, it is set at around 2050.

The Japan Atomic Energy Commission is apologetic and suggests no checks were imposed on Monju's
costs.

"Over the years, a substantial amount of funds has been poured (into the project), but it has not yet been
put to practical use," says a nuclear fuel cycle report adopted June 21 by the commission.

The government has said it will seek to rely less on nuclear power in light of the Fukushima crisis. The
costly Monju will likely be a test case to see if it is serious about such a position.

Promise of neutrality

July 4, 2012

Nuclear watchdog to bar industry insiders
Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120704a4.html#.T_RxyZFIwpU

The government said Tuesday it will not allow people who have worked for nuclear power plant

operators or related organizations over the past three years to join the new atomic regulatory
commission.
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People who have received around ¥500,000 annually in remuneration from the same nuclear plant
operator over the past three years will also not be selected, nuclear disaster minister Goshi Hosono said in
announcing the qualifications for commission members to ensure the entity's neutrality.

The two requirements are not stipulated in the recently enacted law that authorizes the creation of the
new nuclear regulatory body, but the government added the "strict criteria" because its handling of
regulations has come under scrutiny since the Fukushima nuclear crisis, Hosono said.

"Based on the qualifications, we will narrow the number of appropriate people,” he added.

Related organizations could include nuclear reactor makers, the Federation of Electric Power Companies
of Japan and the Central Research Institute of the Electric Power Industry. Lecture fees and payments for
writing are considered remuneration.

To ensure transparency, people chosen as commissioners will be asked to disclose the amount of
donations they have received in the past three years and the source of the money.

They will also be required to report the number of their students who have found jobs with nuclear plant

operators.

The government plans to launch the regulatory authority by September, replacing the Nuclear and
Industrial Safety Agency, which is part of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, a promoter of
nuclear power.

The appointments of chairman and four commissioners of the new regulatory body will need Diet

approval.

Looking for more money
Government spending on reconstruction work related to the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami over

the next five years will likely exceed the ¥19 trillion originally planned, Finance Minister Jun Azumi said
Tuesday, indicating the need for a supplementary budget.

The spending plan, officials said, can be raised to more than ¥20 trillion to offer more grants to affected
local governments and help handle the Fukushima nuclear crisis.
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"In a period between the second half of this year and next year, we are likely to face a situation in which
we cannot avoid spending beyond the ¥19 trillion framework," Azumi said. "We must consider measures

to deal with this development.”

He said the government can use ¥1.98 trillion in surplus funds carried over from fiscal 2011 budgets. "We
will discuss (whether to formulate) a supplementary budget,” he added.

A year ago, the government said it would spend around ¥19 trillion on the five-year reconstruction
program and an additional ¥4 trillion over the following five years, with the framework subject to

revision.

"Network problems"?

July 5,2012

Website of panel investigating Fukushima accident becomes inaccessible
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120705p2g00m0dm037000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The website of a parliament-appointed panel investigating the nuclear accident at the
Fukushima Daiichi power plant became inaccessible on Wednesday night, panel officials said, blaming
network problems experienced by a company that maintains computer servers for it.

Multiple websites hosted by the company are experiencing similar trouble, they said, with the company
saying it has come under cyberattacks from overseas.

The investigation commission, led by Kiyoshi Kurokawa, a professor emeritus at the University of Tokyo,
has been proactively disclosing information by streaming panel deliberations live on the Internet, for

instance.

The commission is set to issue on Thursday a report on the causes and developments of the nuclear
accident, while streaming live a news conference held by Kurokawa and other panel members.

TEPCO's reaction

July 5,2012
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TEPCO, government, react to panel report
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120705_35.html

The operator of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant has come out against a Diet-appoited panel's view
that last year's earthquake, and not just the tsunami, may have damaged the plant.

Tokyo Electric Power Company spokesman Junichi Matsumoto told reporters on Thursday that operation
records and other data do not suggest any damage came from the jolt.

Matsumoto was commenting on the expert panel's report released earlier in the day, which said it cannot
be ruled out that damage to key safety systems came from the jolt.

But he added that the company will carefully study the report before deciding what to do.

Meanwhile, the government's top spokesman said he wants to express respect for the panel's efforts in
issuing the report based on intensive hearings.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura told reporters that the government will take necessary steps by
taking the panel's views seriously, along with a government panel's report expected later in July.

Industry minister Yukio Edano, who was chief Cabinet secretary at the time of the accident, also said he
will take Thursday's report seriously.

Edano said the government will act with a serious awareness that the accident still leaves Fukushima
prefectural residents and others facing a lot of difficulties.

Manipulation, manipulation

July 9, 2012

Atomic Energy Commission held undocumented, closed-door meetings for

more than a decade
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120709a3.html#.T_rLpZFIwpU

Kyodo
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The Japan Atomic Energy Commission has held closed preparatory sessions for more than 10 years prior
to its open meetings every week, sometimes deliberating important matters of nuclear energy policy
without keeping minutes, former commissioners and government sources said Saturday.

Prior to the regular meetings every Tuesday, the five-member commission tasked with deciding basic
nuclear energy policies has held unofficial meetings every Thursday attended by officials of relevant
ministries and sometimes private business operators.

The revelation, which critics say signifies that the regular meetings were meaningless, comes after the
commission was found to have held so-called study meetings with promoters of nuclear power and
presented them with its conference materials in advance.

It also comes after the government pledged to keep proper minutes of meetings after it faced criticism in
January for not keeping minutes of 10 government meetings regarding the 2011 earthquake and tsunami
and nuclear crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant.

According to the former commissioners, the closed-door meetings were held even before the 2001
government reorganization when Japan Atomic Energy Commission was placed under the Cabinet Office,
and discussed the agenda for coming regular meetings.

Current commission chairman Shunsuke Kondo said, "Preliminary meetings are where members share
their understanding and do not fall into the category of decision-making." He said no minutes are kept of
what is discussed, but said the commission started keeping records of participants and meeting agendas
from this spring.

However, several former commissioners said the framework of nuclear policy and nuclear fuel cycle
policy were deliberated at the Thursday meetings. And an official at the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry said the meetings "played a role in framing ideas within the nuclear power village (the nuclear
power industry) and to fill voids that opponents (of nuclear power) could take advantage of."

Yukiko Miki, administrative director of nonprofit organization Information Clearinghouse Japan, called
the preparatory meetings disturbing, saying if things are prepared beforehand, "regular meetings will not
be substantial."
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Meanwhile, a parliamentary investigation panel into the Fukushima Daiichi plant disaster has found that
Tokyo Electric Power Co. had urged its employees and those of subcontractors to attend a 2003 meeting
in Fukushima Prefecture to explain nuclear safety to local residents, and how to fill in questionnaires
afterward about the meeting.

"It has been common to conceal and manipulate information on risks that could be obstacles to
promoting nuclear power," the panel said. TEPCO, the operator of the Fukushima plant, has so far denied
any manipulation but said it will look into the matter.

Bloomberg on the panel's nuclear report

July 9, 2012

Japan’s Unsatisfying Nuclear Report

By the Editors jul 9, 2012 12:30 AM GMT+0200
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-07-08/japan-s-nuke-report-undercuts-itself-with-cultural-

copout.html#disqus_thread

By Japanese standards, the report released Thursday by the Fukushima Nuclear Accident Independent
Investigation Commission could be considered remarkable.

Its 641 pages, drawing on town-hall meetings, household surveys, more than 900 hours of hearings and
interviews with 1,167 people are the product of an unprecedented six-month inquiry -- the first
independent investigation in Japan to have subpoena power.

Its account of the March 11, 2011, earthquake, tsunami and ensuing nuclear meltdown, which displaced
about 160,000 people and left parts of Japan unlivable, differs in crucial ways from those of Japan’s
nuclear regulatory agencies, the Tokyo Electric Power Co. (9501) that operated the plants and then-Prime
Minister Naoto Kan. Most important, the report squarely blames the catastrophe on a pattern of human
failure, not a freakish act of nature.

Yet for all its detail and willingness to label the Fukushima disaster as “profoundly manmade,” the report
does not identify which men (and this being Japan, there probably weren’t many women) failed. Instead, it
sweepingly indicts “the ingrained conventions of Japanese culture,” effectively letting individual culprits
off the hook. Its conclusions and recommendations avoid any discussion of prosecution or punishment.
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Still, the report helps guide the way forward. A crucial finding is that the earthquake prior to the tsunami
may have incapacitated one of the reactors and its safety equipment -- a possibility that Tepco had
resolutely denied. Moreover, the commission found that Tepco had not upgraded that reactor’s seismic
defenses as required by Japan’s Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency, that the agency failed to enforce
that upgrade and that the recorded seismic motion at Fukushima actually exceeded even the level that the
standards were meant to protect against.

These findings suggest that Japan’s decision to restart some of its reactors -- the first, in Ohi on Japan’s
west coast, resumed operation a week ago -- is premature. The Ohi reactor passed the stress test required
in the aftermath of Fukushima, but that is no guarantee it could withstand an earthquake of the same 9.0
magnitude. One of the country’s most vocal seismic whistle-blowers, Katsuhiko Ishibashi, who foretold the
potential for the disastrous 1995 Kobe earthquake as well as a Fukushima- like event, has warned that the
government is underestimating the restarted plant’s vulnerability.

Given the risks involved, the prevalence of seismic activity in Japan and the diminishing enthusiasm of the
Japanese public for nuclear energy, it would be sensible for Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda to err on the
side of caution and set as a temporary benchmark the ability to withstand a 9.0 earthquake before a
reactor can go back online.

Temporary is the key here, because rigorous new standards will take time to refine and should be the
purview of the new independent regulatory body that the commission calls for, and that the government
is moving too slowly to establish. The long history of collusion between companies such as Tepco and the
Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency -- housed in the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, which
also promotes Japan’s nuclear industry -- has contributed to numerous deadly incidents and near-misses.
The commission also rightly calls for Japan’s Diet to more closely supervise this new regulatory body.
NISA resisted the commission’s inquiry, and Tepco still refuses to turn over video footage of conference
calls held during the crisis that might shed still more light on it. More political heat might make it easier to
overcome such recalcitrance in the future.

Where the report falls seriously short, however, is the aspect that has drawn the most approving
attention: its conclusion that the near-cataclysm at Fukushima was, at bottom, a cultural mishap. It is both
a copout and a cliche to fall back on Japan'’s “groupism” and say that “had other Japanese been in the shoes
of those who bear responsibility for this accident, the result may well have been the same.” Japan is hardly
the only country where safety regulations are poorly enforced and old-boy networks protect industry
interests. Witness the 2006 Sago mine explosion in the U.S., where hundreds of earlier safety violations
brought only low fines, and the revolving door between the coal mining industry and the U.S. Department

of Interior was in full swing.
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Moreover, notwithstanding the commission’s lament about the Japanese “reluctance to question
authority,” many citizens did repeatedly express their concerns about the safety of Tepco’s Fukushima
reactors, including legislators from Japan’s Communist Party. Their warnings were brushed aside by those
in power. Let’s hope that the otherwise instructive findings and recommendations of this commission are

not.

To contact the Bloomberg View editorial board: view@bloomberg.net.

Gov't radiation cover-up

July 11,2012

Futaba mayor lashes gov't over radiation cover-up after nuke disaster

http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120711p2a00m0na007000c.html

Katsutaka Idogawa, mayor of Futaba, Fukushima Prefecture, condemned the central government on July
10 for failing to disclose radiation data provided by the United States immediately after the outbreak of
the disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

"(Futaba residents) were exposed to radiation that they didn't have to be exposed to," an emotional
Idogawa testified during a meeting of the House of Councillors' Budget Committee. "What can we do to
make people who haven't been exposed to radiation understand this feeling?"

"If the information had been disclosed efficiently, I would have changed (residents') evacuation routes.
Above all, I am in a position of protecting residents," said Idogawa, who spoke as an unsworn witness at

the upper house meeting.
At times [dogawa was teary and choked with emotion.

"Being told things like that it's all right because radiation doses are at such and such a level of
millisieverts makes me really furious," he said.

Following the mayor's concluding remarks, in which he said that he "cannot accept this cover-up,” a hush
enveloped the usually lively committee room.
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Also present at the meeting was the speaker of the town council of Namie, Fukushima Prefecture. Futaba
and Namie are among the areas most severely affected by the nuclear disaster. The two officials were
invited to the meeting as unsworn witnesses by the opposition Liberal Democratic Party (LDP).

During the meeting, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda apologized over the government's failure to disclose
the radiation data, saying, "As a result of insufficient cooperation and information sharing between related
organizations, preparedness to disclose information relevant for the protection of residents' lives was
weakened. I apologize, too."

TEPCO's analysis of disaster lacks credibility

July 13,2012

TEPCO's nuclear disaster analysis unreliable: panel
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120713p2a00m0na011000c.html

A government panel investigating the ongoing nuclear crisis at a Fukushima nuclear power plant has
concluded in its final report, slated for release later this month, that plant operator Tokyo Electric Power
Co. (TEPCO)'s analysis of the disaster lacks credibility, the Mainichi Shimbun has learned.

The Investigation Committee on the Accident at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Stations of Tokyo Electric
Power Company reconstructed what was happening at the stricken reactors at Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear
Power Plant following the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami that set off the disaster there, and
found that its analysis results differed from those released by the utility, sources close to the case said.

TEPCO released computer analyses on the progression of the disaster in May and November of last year.
That June, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA)
also released analyses run by the Japan Nuclear Energy Safety Organization (JNES).

According to TEPCO's November results, the core of the No. 1 reactor became exposed at around 6:10
p.m., approximately two-and-a-half hours after tsunami struck the plant on March 11, 2011. The analysis
concluded that molten nuclear fuel melted through the reactor's pressure vessel at around 1:50 a.m. on
March 12.
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The government panel independently reconstructed what happened at the No. 1, 2 and 3 reactors
following the onset of the crisis using available data such as reactor temperatures, reactor pressure and

water levels, and radiation concentration in the containment vessels.

The committee's results showed that the pressure vessel of the No. 1 reactor suffered damage at around
11 p.m. on March 11, 2011, some two to three hours earlier than TEPCO's estimate. A similar difference
was found between the panel's results and TEPCO's results for the No. 3 reactor. A lack of data prevented

a comparison of the No. 2 reactor figures.

The difference may have been due to the utility and the government overestimating the amount of water
pumped into the reactors -- information used in the analyses -- reflecting in the figures the mistaken

understanding that the reactors were cooled more quickly than they were.

The investigation committee pointed out that TEPCO had not been thorough in confirming preconditions

that would greatly affect the final results of its analyses.

One insider criticized the utility, saying, "That it didn't more closely scrutinize the data in its November
analysis last year (by which information had become available) is an act of negligence."

Sources say the panel's final report, set to be released on July 23, will criticize analyses by both TEPCO

and the national government as lacking in credibility.

Video of Kan's "rage" to be made public

July 13,2012-07-13

Tepco told to air footage of Kan's nuke crisis rage

Kyodo, Jiji
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120713a3.html#.UAASI]JFIwpU

Tepco said Thursday it will disclose in-house video footage captured during the start of the Fukushima
nuclear disaster, including then Prime Minister Naoto Kan ripping into the utility's officials at its

headquarters.
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The footage was recorded through Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s teleconference system, which connected its
head office in Tokyo and the shattered Fukushima No. 1 nuclear complex, the utility said.

Some of the footage shows an enraged Kan lashing out at Tepco officials over what he believed was a
request by the utility to pull out all personnel from the stricken plant in March last year, a senior Tepco

official said.
Tepco has been reluctant to make the footage public, citing privacy concerns, but has apparently bowed
to pressure from Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano, who has repeatedly called for the

videos to be disclosed.
"We have no alternative but to make the footage public,” the Tepco official said.

Tepco's top executives were to visit Niigata Prefecture on Friday in order to discuss safety measures at its
now-idle Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant.

July 12,2012

TEPCO to disclose footage of Kan scolding officials in nuclear crisis
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120712p2g00m0dm038000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Tokyo Electric Power Co. plans to disclose in-house video footage recorded during the

Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant disaster, including footage of then Prime Minister Naoto Kan
fiercely scolding utility officials at its head office in Tokyo, a senior utility official said Wednesday.

The footage was recorded through the company's teleconference system that connected the head office
and the nuclear complex in Fukushima Prefecture. The scene with Kan shows exchanges over what he
believed was a request by the utility to withdraw all its workers from the plant at the height of the crisis.

The utility known as TEPCO has been reluctant to make the footage public, citing privacy concerns. But it
has apparently now bowed to pressure from Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano, who has
repeatedly called for the video footage to be disclosed.

"We have no way but to make it public,” the senior TEPCO official said.

Mamoru Ito on media coverage of Fukushima disaster

Sunday, July 8, 2012
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Keeping an eye on TV news coverage of the nuke crisis
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/fd20120708a1l.html#.UALuC5FIwpU

By ERIKO ARITA

Staff writer

In the week immediately after March 11, 2011 — when a magnitude 9.0 earthquake and tsunami hit
Tohoku and crippled the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant — most Japanese were closely watching
TV news programs — amazed that a nuclear crisis was now threatening their lives.

[t didn't take long for people to start feeling unsure about whether they could trust what the government,
Tokyo Electric Power Co. (the operator of the plant), and the scientists appearing on TV were saying —
because they kept on stressing that the radiation released from the reactors did not pose an immediate
threat to the public's health.

After a few weeks, it turned out that radiation contamination had actually been spreading through
Fukushima and even to the Kanto region, and those who were potentially facing a risk to their health from
this invisible menace lost confidence in what was being said in TV news reports.

Mamoru Ito, author of "Terebi wa Genpatsu Jiko wo Do Tsutaetanoka" ("How TV Reported the Nuclear
Accident") and Professor of Media & Cultural Studies at Waseda University in Tokyo, suggests that though
TV stations had sent hundreds of reporters to disaster-hit areas, including Fukushima, and had TV crews
covering the government and Tepco 24-hours a day, their news almost always repeated the official line, of
which the public were growing suspicious.

"The most serious issue (which caused insufficient reporting of the disaster) was TV stations' keen lack of
awareness of the danger of possible accidents at nuclear plants,” Ito said in a recent interview with The
Japan Times. "Of course, it was not only TV news programs. Other media had the same problem."

Between March 11 and March 17, 2011, Ito recorded most Japanese TV news reports on the Fukushima
nuclear crisis. With cooperation from a researcher at another university, Ilto compared all the news
programs on the disaster from key the TV stations — NHK, Fuji TV, TBS, TV Asahi and Nippon Television
— and published a book on his findings.
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In the book — which was published in March this year and has so far sold 15,000 copies — Ito pointed
out that among the TV stations he looked at, only NHK has a science section. But still, the public
broadcaster did not report the crisis thoroughly, Ito said, as reporters and producers at NHK news only
covered what the government and Tepco were saying, and they, in turn, had failed to discover the
meltdown of the reactor cores that led to the release of a tremendous amount of radioactive material into
the air.

"Despite such an enormously dangerous situation, NHK consistently failed in reporting the real crisis," [to
said.

In his book, Ito wrote that at around 7:40 p.m. on March 11, the TV stations live-broadcasted the news
conference given by Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano, who explained that the reactors at the
Fukushima plant had to be cooled and that the government had declared a state of atomic power
emergency.

Immediately after the conference, NHK broadcasted the dialogue between newscaster Shinichi Taketa
and a reporter from NHK's science section named Toshiyuki Yamazaki. According to Ito's book, this is
what was said:

"What do you think of this situation?" Taketa asked Yamazaki.

"The six reactors at the plant have stopped. They are hot and need to be cooled down and some of the
reactors' cooling pumps are not functioning well, according to the authorities,” Yamazaki said. "But they
say monitoring posts in the area surrounding the plant are not detecting radiation. It means residents
don't need to evacuate right now. I think the government declared a state of the emergency so that it can
make doubly sure of the security of the residents."

On the other hand, Fuji TV broadcasted its news program on the accident at 8:07 p.m. and aired a
comment on the possibility of a meltdown of the reactor cores by physicist Yuko Fujita, former associate
professor at Keio University.

"Because nuclear reactors operate at a very high temperature, they must be kept cooled. Even though
they have been stopped by the emergency, they will go into meltdown unless they are cooled. If the
reactor core melts down and touches water, it will cause a vapor explosion, which means disaster ... ] am
very concerned that the reactors are in a state of meltdown."

Ito said that Fujita was the only expert who forecast the meltdown on TV on March 11. But after that,
Fujita was no longer invited to discuss the issue on Fuji TV.

"I speculate that it was because the station management thought Fujita spoke too much on the danger of
the nuclear accident,” Ito said.
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On March 12, an explosion did occur at 3:36 p.m. at the No.1 reactor, which destroyed the walls and roof
of the reactor housing. By the morning of March 13, the amount of radiation had reached around 1,000
times normal inside the control room at the plant. On the day, Chief Cabinet Secretary Edano said another
reactor, No. 3, might also have overheated but denied it was in a state of meltdown. Tepco began injecting
fresh water into the No.3 reactor, and then cooperated with Self Defense Forces, pouring seawater into the
reactor.

According to Ito's book, an announcer at TBS news asked Muneo Morokuzu, professor of the University of
Tokyo, to comment on this situation:

"Although some people were injured and the reactor building was destroyed, the containment vessel is
keeping radioactive materials inside. While (Tepco) cannot use the reactor anymore, I think it is
wonderful that (Tepco and SDF) could maintain a safe level (of radiation)," Morokuzu said.

Yet, Ito said that Morokuzu's comment was irrelevant.

"Tepco could not, in fact, maintain the minimum level. Because the radioactive vapor was being released
from the reactor that had exploded, the containment vessel was broken," Ito said. "But because the
professor apparently wanted to emphasize 'it is safe," he made such a comment."

[to maintains that experts on TV should have had the responsibility of forecasting the worst-case scenario
and commenting on how to cope with it.

In terms of the opinions of people at the TV stations, Ito said that there were reporters and producers
who opposed the broadcasting of the official line, according to his research.

"However, the power of (TV station) staff who emphasized the safety of nuclear power was
overwhelming," he said.

While TV stations were unable to inform the seriousness of the disaster, [to argues that alternative
media on the Internet succeeded, to some extent, in reporting useful information related to the
accident.

For example, the Independent Web Journal, a video streaming site established by freelance journalist
Yasumi Iwakami, broadcasted the news conference at the Citizens' Nuclear Information Center on March
12. CNIC is the only citizen's organization specializing in nuclear safety issues.

At the conference, Chihiro Kamisawa, a CNIC expert, referred to the government's radiation data and the
evacuation order, explaining that he assumed it was based on the forecast that people in the 10-km-radius

150



would be exposed to 20 to 50 times the radiation limit for normal people in one year, which is 1
millisievert (on top of the 2.4 mSv annually the average person receives from natural sources).

Following Kamisawa, Masayoshi Goto, a former engineer at Toshiba and designer of the containment
vessels at the Fukushima plant, said that the reactors' cores were apparently melting and the temperature
of the suppression pool in the containment vessels were probably reaching 100 C, which meant the
possible breakdown of the pool.

The suppression pool did actually break at 1:50 a.m. on March 12, though it was not made public until one
year later.

Another fact that increased distrust of the government and TV news programs was the unreleased System
for Prediction of Environmental Emergency Dose Information (SPEEDI) data. According to Ito, only TV
Asahi briefly referred to the computerized system for projecting how radioactive materials disperse in
March. Ito interviewed NHK staff about SPEEDI and found out that NHK had known about the simulation
system since March 12 but it never mentioned it on air in March.

"The NHK staffer said that the TV station knew SPEEDI and questioned the Education Ministry on the
system. But the ministry officials said that they could not release the data because it was not accurate.
Then NHK didn't report what the ministry said," Ito said. "NHK should have reported that the ministry
said such a thing."

In order not to repeat such failure, Ito urges TV stations to investigate their own reporting of the
Fukushima disaster.

"They should inspect when and where their reporters received information on every aspect of the crisis.
What were the things reporters never covered? The TV stations must check the whole process and the
facts of their reporting,” Ito said. "They should also reflect whether their judgment on news' values were
appropriate.”

To improve TV coverage on the ongoing crisis, Ito said that TV stations, the central and local governments
and scientists should create a networked system in which they can share information and data on
radiation immediately.

TV stations must also cooperate with citizens' groups and alternative media on the Internet as well as
broadcast videos taken by freelance journalists and citizens, he said.

While public access to TV broadcasting is limited in Japan, an increasing number of people have learned
how to take videos and upload them on the Internet, and those videos should then be broadcast on TV, Ito
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said, adding that people's participation in news coverage on mass media is called "public access"
(broadcasting).

"The power of TV is enormous, which is why public access to TV broadcasting needs to be considered by
society."

SPEEDI should have been used to plan evacuations
July 16,2012

Govt. panel: SPEEDI use may have avoided exposure
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120716_02.html

A government panel investigating the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident will issue its final
report next week.

It will say residents could have avoided unnecessary exposure to radiation if the government's system for
predicting the spread of radioactive substances had been used to plan their evacuations.

The government activated the SPEEDI system using unconfirmed data from the day the accident occurred
because it failed to obtain information on where radioactive materials originated. But officials did not
publicize the results.

The panel is studying the Science Ministry's SPEEDI results and the evacuations of residents. It plans to
issue its final report on July 23rd.

The report will say SPEEDI predicted in the afternoon of March 15th last year that radioactive elements
would spread inland toward the west and northwest. Residents were fleeing in those directions on that

day.

SPEEDI also forecast that from the dawn of March 16th a change in wind directions would send
radioactive substances out over the Pacific Ocean.

The report will say people could have avoided unnecessary exposure to radiation if the government had
used SPEEDI predictions in planning evacuations and if residents had been ordered to stay inside on
March 15th and seek refuge on the following day.

Discussions will be held to determine how SPEEDI forecasts can be used in planning future evacuations.

Earlier this month, another panel of experts commissioned by the Diet issued its report which included a
different conclusion on SPEEDI from that of the government committee.
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It said SPEEDI forecasts cannot be used as a basis to craft initial evacuation plans due to the limited
accuracy of weather information to be used in predictions.

Make sure the voices of Fukushima people are heard

July 16, 2012

Nuclear energy hearing disrupted by presence of power company official
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120716p2g00m0dmO005000c.html

SENDAI (Kyodo) -- A government-sponsored event in Sendai to listen to citizens' views on future energy
and environmental policy was temporarily disrupted Sunday after a ranking official of Tohoku Electric
Power Co. was found to be among the nine speakers chosen and expressed what he said was the
company's view in support of nuclear power generation.

The event was the second in a series of hearings to sample public views on the government's three
options for nuclear power generation in the country's future energy mix -- 0 percent, 15 percent or 20-25
percent. It was the first held in a city ravaged by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami.

The official, the head of the planning department that plays a central role in the utility's business strategy,
expressed support for the 20-25 percent option, saying, "I will speak by summing up the thoughts of the
company.”

An uproar ensued among the audience with one person asking, "Hasn't the choice of speaker been
manipulated?”

The hearing was temporarily suspended. Nuclear disaster minister Goshi Hosono intervened to calm the
audience.

The Tohoku Electric official told reporters after the hearing, "The company has taken steps to stem
manipulation. I applied (to speak) in the capacity of a private citizen."

The speakers also included three individuals from the Tokyo metropolitan area rather than from the
disaster-hit region, a choice critics said could anger people in the region. Hosono said selection of the
speakers was "totally random."
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According to the secretariat, 105 people applied to speak at the event on Sunday, and around 70 percent
of them wished to express views supportive of the zero nuclear option.

Hosono stressed the need for fairness in selecting speakers but expressed displeasure that a Tohoku
Electric official was among the speakers at the event. "Organizations can present their policies in various
forms, so it is best that we hear the views of individuals as much as possible," he said.

Referring to the Aug. 1 hearing in the city of Fukushima, Hosono said "efforts are necessary to ensure the
voices of people in Fukushima Prefecture are heard," suggesting the speakers will not include employees
of power companies or those from outside the prefecture.

July 16, 2012(Mainichi Japan)

Is government being fair?

July 18,2012

Editorial: Gov't should be fair in listening to public opinion on nuclear power
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120718p2a00m0na002000c.html

The government's decision to ban employees at electric power companies from expressing themselves
during hearings of opinions from members of the general public on Japan's energy policy should be
regarded as only natural.

Such hearings are important opportunities to reflect public opinion on Japan's key policies, and not
venues to listen to interested parties' assertions.

One cannot help but wonder why electric power industry insiders were initially allowed to attend public
hearings on atomic power policy. As long as members of the public doubt whether the government is
serious about listening to their opinions, the government cannot ensure fairness of its policy-making
process.

Hearings are being held on three scenarios of Japan's reliance on nuclear power as of 2030: scenario 1
under which nuclear plants would be totally shutdown; scenario 2 under which the ratio of atomic power
to Japan's total power supply would be 15 percent; and scenario 3 under which the ratio would be 20-25
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percent. Specifically, three members of the public who support scenario 1, three others who back scenario
2 and another three who are in favor of scenario 3 are invited to each hearing to express their opinions.
The government has introduced such hearings along with deliberative polls -- which consist of public
comments, debate and surveys -- as a means to reflect public opinion in its policy-making.

The government plans to hold 11 such sessions across the country. Three sessions have already been
held, and the planning manager of Tohoku Electric Power Co. and a section chief at Chubu Electric Power
Co.'s nuclear power department expressed their opinions in favor of atomic power at the Sendai and
Nagoya sessions, respectively.

The number of speakers is limited to nine at each hearing. If one of the nine is a high-ranking official of a
power supplier that is promoting nuclear power, it obviously runs counter to the hearings' purpose of
listening to opinions from members of the general public, and raises serious questions about the fairness
of such sessions.

Questions also remain about the way such hearings are being held. Speakers express their own opinions,
but nobody asks questions and no discussion is held. Since opinions expressed by speakers are not
summarized by the organizer, how can they be reflected in the government's energy policy?

According to an advertising agency that serves as the secretariat of the hearings, of those who have
applied to express their opinions at the Nagoya hearing, nearly 70 percent support a total elimination of
nuclear plants, while over 20 percent back the 20-25 percent scenario. In Sendai, about 70 percent of
applicants are in favor of the abolition of all nuclear power stations. Judging from these figures, the
government's decision to allow three people each in favor of the three scenarios to express their opinions
at the hearings is highly questionable.

Moreover, three people living in the Tokyo metropolitan area were selected as speakers at the Sendai
hearing and underscored the need of nuclear power. In Nagoya, four of the nine speakers were from the
Kansai or Kanto regions.

Such hearings have been organized across the country on the assumption that public opinion on nuclear
power varies from region to region depending on the local situation, such as whether they host nuclear
power stations. Therefore, such hearings should be held in a way local communities' opinions are
reflected in energy policy.

Biased opinions were expressed in some past symposia and other sessions on nuclear power policy
organized by the government in a bid to manipulate public opinion, inviting public distrust. There are
observations that the government is reportedly seeking to settle the issue, with an eye to adopting the 15
percent option. Behind the widespread anti-nuclear power campaigns is strong public distrust of the
government's stance.
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Hearings on energy policy will continue, and the government is also poised to conduct a deliberative poll
on the issue. The government should make every effort to ensure fairness in the way it listens to opinions
from the public on nuclear power policy in order not to invite public distrust.

Transparency?

July 17,2012

Another utility employee speaks at nuclear energy hearing, draws flak
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120717p2g00m0dm040000c.html

NAGOYA (Kyodo) -- At the third meeting sponsored by the government to hear citizens' views on future
energy policy on Monday, an official of Chubu Electric Power Co. was picked in a limited quota of speakers
and drew flak for expressing a pro-nuclear opinion from some members of the audience, although it was
given as a view of a private citizen.

Similar criticism was expressed at the second meeting in Sendai city on Sunday where a ranking official of
Tohoku Electric Power Co. expressed a pro-nuclear position.

On Monday, the third speaker started his speech by identifying himself as "an employee of Chubu Electric
Power" but saying he is attending as a private citizen, nonetheless creating a tense atmosphere in the
venue, with one person in the audience saying, "Is this again manipulation?”

The employee said, "No one died from the direct impact of radiation after the accident at Tokyo Electric
Power's Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station. This situation will not change five or 10 years later."

Another speaker was found to be an employee of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency, which runs the Monju
fast breeder reactor project, and said he is skeptical if renewable energy can offer a stable supply of
electricity. He did not disclose his affiliation when he spoke.

The secretariat of the event said the nine speakers were selected randomly. Three each are selected to
give views on each of the government's three options for energy mix where nuclear power accounts for
zero percent, 15 percent or 20 to 25 percent.
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The secretariat said a total of 161 applied to speak and 106 were for zero percent, 18 for 15 percent and
37 for 20 to 25 percent.

No exemption for TEPCO

July 20, 2012

Court backs gov't decision not to exempt TEPCO over nuclear disaster
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120720p2g00m0dm042000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The Tokyo District Court ruled Thursday it was legitimate for the government not to
apply an exemption, which relieves utilities of compensation payments over nuclear accidents caused by
natural disasters, to Tokyo Electric Power Co. over last year's nuclear crisis.

In handing down the ruling, presiding Judge Masatoshi Murakami said, "The government's interpretation
of the exemption in an extremely limited way was reasonable to some extent."

The lawsuit, filed by an individual shareholder of Tokyo Electric, focused on whether the government
should have applied the exemption to the utility, known as TEPCO, in connection with the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear plant disaster triggered by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami.

The law on compensation for nuclear accidents includes a waiver clause under which the government,
rather than a nuclear power plant operator, would pay compensation for damage caused by a nuclear
accident resulting from "an unusually huge natural disaster or a social upheaval.”

Murakami said, "There are various interpretations (of the clause) and it is difficult to draw a primary
meaning."

Given that the purpose of the law is to protect disaster victims, the government's understanding that the
exemption should be applicable to absolutely unimaginable situations is reasonable, the judge added.

The court rejected the demand for state compensation of 1.5 million yen made by the plaintiff, who
argued the government's refusal to apply the exemption caused a decline in TEPCO's stock price.

One way to shield radiation
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July 21,2012

TEPCO sub-subcontractor urged employees to cover up their exposure to
radiation

The Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant is pictured in this photo taken from a Mainichi helicopter on
July 19, 2012. (Mainichi)
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120721p2a00m0Ona012000c.html

An executive of a company commissioned by Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) to perform part of the
work to bring its crippled nuclear plant under control instructed workers at the site to cover their
dosimeters with lead in an apparent attempt to hide their exposure to radiation, it has been learned.

The Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry has launched an investigation into the case suspecting that it
could constitute a violation of the Industrial Safety and Health Act, which strictly limits the amount of

radiation workers can be exposed to.
"We'll firmly deal with the matter once the practice is confirmed to constitute a violation of any law," the

ministry's Labor Standards Bureau said.

In November last year, Buildup, a medium-sized construction company based in Fukushima Prefecture,
won a contract to perform part of the work to bring the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant
under control as a sub-subcontractor of TEPCO.

About 10 workers of Buildup were engaged in work in December to cover hoses in the plant's

contaminated water purification system with insulation materials.
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Sources close to the case said a board member of Buildup instructed the workers at a dormitory to
shroud their dosimeters with lead covers shortly before the work began at the power plant in an apparent

bid to make it look as if they were exposed to far less radiation than the actual amount.

Buildup officials said they cannot contact the board member now.

Article 22 of the Industrial Safety and Health Act stipulates that employers must take necessary measures
to prevent workers' health from being affected by their labor. If employers force workers to shroud their
dosimeters with lead while working at facilities where radiation levels are high, it could constitute a
violation of the clause. Violators could face up to six months in prison of a fine of up to 500,000 yen.

Buildup President Takashi Wada expressed regret over the revelations. "It's extremely regrettable and we
take the matter seriously. We'll conduct an investigation into the case based on information from our

employees and report the results,"” he said in a statement.

An official of Tokyo Energy & Systems Inc., a TEPCO subcontractor that farmed out the work to Buildup,

said, "We received a report about the case from (Buildup) President Wada. It appears true that the
company produced lead covers, but workers have told us they never used the covers although they had

been instructed to use them. In any case, it's outrageous."

TEPCO's public relations department said it has instructed Tokyo Energy & Systems to promptly get to

the bottom of the incident and report the results.

Job boss wanted dosimeters encased in lead

Tepco crisis workers faced exposure scam

Kyodo, AFP-Jiji
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/print/nn20120721x1.html
ALTERNATIVE, Hearings: Page 2 — An executive at a subcontractor for Tokyo Electric Power Co. forced

nine workers dealing with the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant to encase their dosimeters in

lead, the company confirmed Saturday.

The executive is believed to have tried to underreport radiation exposure,
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prompting the Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry to launch an investigation on suspicion of violating the
industrial safety and health law, officials said.

The unnamed executive, who is in his 50s and works for Build-Up, a construction firm based in
Fukushima Prefecture, told the plant workers Dec. 1 to attach the lead plates to pocket dosimeters
provided by Tepco to monitor their radiation exposure, the sources said.

He said during questioning that he issued the instruction to them only once and that they worked at the
site around three hours that day, according to the company.

The workers were hired for about four months through last March to wrap pipes at a water treatment
facility with heat insulators.

Tepco affiliate Tokyo Energy & Systems Inc., which contracted with Build-Up, said it was told the workers
did not use the lead plates, but it is looking into the matter to see if the executive was acting on his own
initiative.

Lead is one of the main materials for shielding radiation.

Tepco uses the dosimeters to decide how long workers at the Fukushima plant can deal with the crisis
without exceeding the government emergency exposure limit of 100 millisieverts a year.

Hourly radiation of between 0.3 and 1.2 millisieverts was recorded near the work site of the
subcontractor employees.

"We are currently investigating the incident. We learned about this incident only on Thursday after
being interviewed by a newspaper,"” Build-Up President Takashi Wada said Saturday. "We truly regret
this has happened, and we are taking it very seriously."

A newspaper reported Saturday that the executive told the workers they would quickly reach the legally
permissible annual exposure limit of 50 millisieverts without faking the exposure level.

The workers reportedly recorded the meeting.

"Unless we hide it with lead, exposure will max out and we cannot work," the executive was heard saying
in the recording, the newspaper reported.
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Some of the workers who refused to encase their dosimeters left Build-Up, the paper said.

Vested interests?

July 21,2012

Chugoku Electric intended to dispatch worker to public hearing to support
nuclear power

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120721p2a00m0na011000c.html

HIROSHIMA -- Chugoku Electric Power Co. intended to dispatch an employee to a government-led public
hearing here on energy policy to express the firm's view on nuclear power, an internal document obtained
by the Mainichi Shimbun shows.

This is the first time that it has come to light that an electric power supplier attempted as an entity to
have an employee attend a hearing, which is aimed at determining the ratio of atomic power to Japan's
total power consumption in 2030.

Chugoku Electric Power abandoned the plan after employees of Tohoku and Chubu electric power
companies expressed their opinions at similar hearings in Sendai and Nagoya, respectively, and the
government decided not to allow industry insiders to make statements at such gatherings.

Chugoku Electric Power's public relations department said it had intended to have an employee attend
the hearing, which is scheduled to be held in Hiroshima on July 29, with the organizer's approval.

"We planned to choose one employee to represent the company and apply to take part in the hearing. If
allowed to attend it, we intended to have the employee go after gaining approval from the government,”
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an official with the public relations department said. "We had no intention of asking multiple employees to
apply to participate (to represent the firm)."

"We thought it important to express our opinions as a company responsible for ensuring a stable supply
of electric power," the official added.

Tohoku and Chubu electric power companies said their employees expressed their opinions at Sendai and
Nagoya hearings as individuals, and denied that the firms were involved as entities.

The internal document, dated July 12, was compiled in the name of the public relations chief of Chugoku
Electric Power's business planning department and was addressed to high-ranking officials.

"Workers, mainly those in the business planning department, will apply to participate in the hearing. If
they are given an opportunity to attend it, they will express the company's view," the document partly
read.

The document said that all employees were free to apply to participate as individuals and submit their
opinions on the issue to the hearing organizer.

However, the document banned insiders from asking retirees or business partners to apply to participate
in the hearing or submit their opinions to the organizer saying, "It could give the public the impression
that we are asking outsiders to express our view on our behalf."

Subcontracting - A new scandal

July 21, 2012

Fukushima contractor covers up worker exposure
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120721_23.html

A subcontractor has been found to have instructed workers at the damaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear

power plant to underreport the amount of radiation exposure by placing a lead cover on their dosimeters.

On Saturday, health ministry officials inspected an office on the plant premises where worker exposure
data are stored. The office belongs to the company that provided work to the subcontractor.
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The subcontractor, "Buildup”, was in charge of applying antifreeze to pipes in locations where high
radiation levels had been detected.

According to its president, one executive told workers to cover the dosimeters they were wearing with
lead to show lower doses last December.

Their work was part of the operation to bring about a cold shutdown at the plant.

In a telephone inquiry by his boss on Saturday, the executive reportedly explained that he made 9
workers use lead covers once. He said he did so after he was frightened by an alarm that warned of a
sudden rise in radiation while he was inspecting the plant. He told the president that he was sorry.

The health ministry suspects that the company may have violated the law that requires dosimeters to be
used properly to protect workers.

How worker exposure is controlled

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120721_26.html

Japanese health authorities set the permissible cumulative level for radiation exposure for workers at
nuclear power plants at 50 millisieverts per year to protect their safety.

If their exposure exceeds the limit, they are not allowed to work inside radiation control areas.

Employers violating the rule can be punished with prison terms of up to 6 months or fines of up to
500,000 yen or about 6,370 dollars.

Worker exposure is measured by dosimeters they wear while at work, and their employer is responsible
for managing them.

At the Fukushima plant, workers receive dosimeters before starting work and return them after work.
The plant's operator, Tokyo Electric Power Company, and one of its contractors, Tokyo Energy & Systems,
monitored the exposure of workers from Buildup, a subcontractor with an executive suspected of
ordering adjustment of dose records. Workers were informed of their doses every day, and cumulative

figures were reported to Buildup once a month.

Such data is also reported to the Radiation Effects Association on a regular basis to keep track of workers'
cumulative doses even if their employers change.

Buildup's workers were carrying a dosimeter called "Glass Badge" in addition to the digital one they were
told to cover with lead.

The health ministry plans to compare the data on both dosimeters for any significant differences, and also
compare data records of people working at the same site.
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Build-up President Takashi Wada says he's aware of the gravity of the issue.

The president of another subcontractor told NHK that work in a highly radioactive environment is
lucrative.

But he said it's out of the question to falsify exposure data. He said he fears the revelation could
undermine confidence in nuclear subcontractors.

A man who had worked at the Fukushima plant just after last year's accident says the official dose limit is
50 millisieverts per year but in reality contractors avoid sending workers to the site if the reading goes
beyond 20 millisieverts.

He says he himself can no longer work at nuclear power plants as his cumulative dose probably exceeds
about 30 millisieverts.

The man says subcontractors cannot send workers to the plant when their doses rise. So, he says,
subcontractors want to limit exposure on a daily basis.

The man adds that many veteran employees are now unable to do such work because of their high
cumulative doses. He says he wants people to understand the current situation involving a less-
experienced workforce.

Covered dosimeters - Follow-up

July 23,2012

TEPCO subcontractor used Fukushima plant onsite material to cover

workers' dosimeters
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120723p2a00m0na025000c.html

The material used by an executive of a Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) subcontractor to cover the
dosimeters of its workers at the damaged Fukushima nuclear power plant in an apparent attempt to hide
their exposure to radiation, was taken from inside the plant's site, officials with the firm said.

The executive from Buildup, a Fukushima Prefecture-based construction company that performed part of
the work to bring the disaster-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant under control as a subcontractor
of TEPCO, used a lead plate for radiation shielding from a storehouse inside the nuclear plant without
permission, and used the material to make lead covers for its workers' dosimeters.
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The used covers were later thrown away, also at the plant's site, company officials told the Mainichi
Shimbun in a recent interview.

Buildup officials and other sources close to the matter further clarified that the incident occurred in early
December last year, prior to the beginning of the firm's work at the nuclear power plant. The executive in
question, along with several other company employees, took a few millimeter-wide lead plate from the
storehouse, and using tools, made covers for their dosimeters from it, the officials say.

[t is believed that the executive sought onsite material, and later threw away the lead covers at the power
plant's site, because workers at the damaged nuclear power plant are required to pass through a
compulsory screening of their possessions when they enter and exit the plant.

Buildup officials say that the executive ordered employees to cover up their radiation doses for the first
time during the company's work at the plant between early December to Dec. 20 last year, and used the
lead covers only once.

Having worked at the nuclear power plant on two occasions prior to December 2011, once in March last
year and a second time between May and July also in 2011, the executive was apparently well familiar
with where lead was kept.

Radiation dosages 'falsified' / N-plant workers told to cover meters with lead

to lower readings

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120722001780.htm

The health ministry is investigating allegations that a construction company ordered its workers at the

crippled Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant to cover their dosimeters with lead to indicate lower
exposure levels, according to sources.

The Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry searched several sites in Fukushima Prefecture on Saturday and
confirmed working conditions at the nuclear plant operated by Tokyo Electric Power Co.

According to the ministry, the construction company that issued the illegal instruction is Build-up, which
is based in Namie, Fukushima Prefecture.
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Build-up was a subcontractor of Tokyo Energy & Systems Inc., a Tokyo-based group firm of TEPCO
entrusted with restoring the plant, according to sources.

In December, a Build-up executive allegedly instructed nine onsite workers to place lead covers over their
dosimeters so they would record lower radiation exposure levels.

Under the Industrial Safety and Health Law, such workers are permitted to receive a maximum exposure
of 50 millisieverts a year. Employers are required to accurately measure workers' exposure levels.

If the executive ordered the workers to cover their meters to manipulate exposure readings, it would
constitute a violation of the law that is punishable by up to six months in prison or a fine of up 500,000
yen.

TEPCO said Tokyo Energy & Systems reported Thursday that lead covers for the radiation meters had

been produced. However, Tokyo Energy & Systems also said the covers had not been used during work at
the stricken plant.

TEPCO said it instructed Tokyo Energy & Systems to further investigate the matter and report its findings.
On Saturday, the Fukushima Labor Bureau and the Tomioka Labor Standards Inspection Office inspected
Tokyo Energy & Systems' office in Fukushima Prefecture.

Exec admits ordering cover use

Later Saturday, Build-up President Takashi Wada admitted to The Yomiuri Shimbun that the executive
had ordered nine workers to work for about three hours while covering their dosimeters with lead.

Wada said he spoke with the executive who supervised the on-site work over the telephone Saturday.

The executive reportedly told the president: "When [ went to the site in advance, [ was surprised that the
alarm on my active personal dosimeter started ringing so quickly. To reduce radiation exposure readings,
I came up with the idea of using a lead shield."

Wada said the executive admitted workers at the plant had used lead covers.
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Wada, 57, said the workers told him the executive instructed about four workers to make the covers.

According to Wada, the executive said the covers were used only once--in December when the workers
transported material on higher ground west of the plant's No. 1 reactor.

"Nine workers were involved and they worked for about three hours," the executive was quoted as telling
Wada. "That was the first and last time the covers were used."

About lead and dosimeters (Follow-up)

July 24, 2012
Lead used to show less radiation

Probe targets ploy to shield dosimeters
Jiji, Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120724x1.html

KORIYAMA, Fukushima Pref. — The Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry said Tuesday it is investigating
whether dosimeters worn by workers trying to contain the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant
were manipulated to underreport their radiation exposure and may pursue prosecution.

The ministry meanwhile told Tokyo Electric Power Co. to have all workers, including subcontractors,
whose dosimeter readings were suspiciously low to come in for checks to determine their actual radiation

exposure.

The announcement of the new probe followed recent revelations that five employees of Build-Up, a
subcontractor based in Koriyama, Fukushima Prefecture, used lead shields at the Fukushima No. 1 plant to
cover their dosimeters late last year, as Build-Up apparently tried to make their radiation readings appear
lower than the actual figures.
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Build-Up executive Teruo Sagara told reporters Monday in Koriyama, however, that he had no intention
of having the workers use the lead shields so their dosimeters would give lower radiation readings than
what they were actually exposed to, contrary to a Saturday report indicating otherwise.

The investigation into whether attempts were made to manipulate the dosimeter readings will be carried
out by the health ministry's regional labor bureau in Fukushima Prefecture.

If the probe turns up violations of the industrial safety and health law, the ministry said it will send the
cases to the Fukushima District Public Prosecutor's Office.

"Any law violation will be strictly dealt with," Health, Labor and Welfare Minister Yoko Komiyama told
reporters.

"This is an issue that shakes the foundation of the management of workers' radiation exposure,” she said,
adding that if manipulations did occur, such actions would be unforgiveable.

The Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency, which started an inspection of Fukushima No. 1 on Tuesday,
said it will also check how radiation exposure is monitored and instruct Tepco to take measures to
prevent any dose-reading manipulations. NISA is under the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry.

At a separate news conference, METI chief Yukio Edano condemned Build-Up's alleged attempt to
manipulate the radiation exposure readings.

Build-Up executive Sagara, 54, claimed Monday he only wanted to reassure workers as much as possible
by delaying when the dosimeters beeped frequently, warning of high radiation exposure. He added that he
was among the five and that they discarded the lead shields because they were ineffective.

Sagara said that when he visited the Tepco plant in late November, he feared radiation doses there may
exceed the government-set limit of 50 millisieverts per year right away.

He instructed several workers to fashion 12 covers out of lead sheets that had been disposed of at the
plant.

On Dec. 1, the five worked for 30 to 40 minutes near reactor 1 with the lead-encased dosimeters in their
chest pockets.
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With no change in the frequency of the beeps, Sagara said he found them meaningless. He said he
discarded all 12 dosimeters with lead covers in the metaldisposal site for the plant's reactors 5 and 6 on
the following day.

Sagara said using the covers was his idea, and they were not used on any other day. This contradicts
Saturday's report that a Build-Up executive, who was not named, again told workers last spring to use
lead-encased dosimeters, and that they refused.

Sagara emphasized that he did not force any workers to use dosimeters with lead covers. He said he did
not allow three employees who declined to use them to work at the site. He said this was only because he
was worried they would not obey his instructions.

The workers wore backup glass badges, which measure the cumulative radiation doses during their work.

Tokyo Energy and Systems Inc., which has contracted to do work at the nuclear plant and used Build-Up,
said separately that the maximum gap was 1.3-fold between the cumulative doses measured by glass
badges and those based on readings of the shielded dosimeters.

"No major differences were detected,” an official of the company said.

Tepco uses dosimeters to decide how long workers at the Fukushima plant can work without exceeding
the government-set exposure limit of 100 millisieverts a year.

Lead is one of the major materials to shield against radiation. In the case of Build-Up, it is believed the
lead shields were of a thickness that would have only reduced the radiation reading by 15 percent.

Lead covers meant to hide radiation exposure not effective, TEPCO
subcontractor says

http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120724p2a00m0na011000c.html
KORIYAMA, Fukushima -- The lead covers for dosimeters that several workers at the crippled Fukushima

nuclear power plant used were in fact not effective in hiding their exposure to radiation, the executive of a
company who instructed the workers to cheat on radiation exposure revealed on July 23.
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Teruo Sagara, a director of Buildup, a Fukushima Prefecture-based construction company, told a news
conference that he had decided not to use the lead covers for dosimeters after he and his workers used
them once and found they were ineffective in shielding radiation. He implied, however, that he would have
continued to use the lead covers if they were effective in hiding radiation exposure, saying, "If they were
effective, we would have gone in the wrong direction." At the news conference, he apologized: "I am sorry
for having caused you trouble."

When Sagara visited the work site with his workers in preparation for the actual task to help bring the
Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant under control on Nov. 28, 2011, he was "upset” by the warning
sounds of the alarm pocket dosimeters (APDs), he said. "In order to dispel workers' concerns," he had
looked for lead vests that could shield radiation, but he decided not to use them because they were too
heavy. Then he thought of lead covers.

On Nov. 30, 2011, six people including Sagara himself made 12 lead covers out of radiation-shielding lead
plates at the original contractor's storehouse. Sagara instructed the workers to attach them to their
dosimeters on that evening.

Sagara said that he had told those workers who voiced worry, "You won't be able to work if radiation
doses rise." On the morning of Dec. 1, 2011 -- the first day of their work -- Sagara removed three workers
who refused to use the lead covers from the project and left them at their lodging facility. Five people
including Sagara attached the lead covers to their dosimeters and carried out their work in a high-dose
area. But because the lead covers were made without measuring the size of the dosimeters properly, they
did not fit into the APDs. Therefore, after checking the actual radiation exposure following the day's work,
the lead covers were found to be ineffective, Sagara said.

After the news conference on July 23, Sagara and Buildup President Takashi Wada visited the Tomioka
labor standards inspection office in Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture, to report what had actually happened.

Ikuro Anzai, honorary professor at Ritsumeikan University, said, "It is possible that similar things are
taking place in other places. The government should deal with it as an issue related to work safety and
strictly check whether actual radiation exposure is deliberately underestimated.”

Hosono defends Naoto Kan
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Nuclear disaster minister defended then PM Kan for handling of Fukushima
crisis: panel
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120726p2a00m0Ona011000c.html

Nuclear disaster minister Goshi Hosono had defended then Prime Minister Naoto Kan for his handling of
the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, according to details of hearings conducted and
released by the Independent Investigation Commission on the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Accident.

Hosono, who had served as special advisor to then Prime Minister Kan at the time of the outbreak of the
Fukushima nuclear crisis, was quoted as telling the independent panel's closed-door hearing in November
last year, "Suppose a prime minister other than Prime Minister Kan was pressed to make decisions there
at that time, [ have no idea who could be a prime minister capable of making (proper) decisions."

Hosono was questioned by both government and Diet panels tasked with looking into the Fukushima
nuclear disaster, but his testimonies to those two separate panels have not been released.

While Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), the operator of the crippled nuclear power station, denied the
utility had proposed to the government that all workers at the plant be withdrawn in the middle of the
crisis, Hosono stressed during the closed-door questioning by the independent panel that he had thought
the power company sounded out the government about the "complete withdrawal." Hosono then added, "I
hesitated to tell them to stay there. | had no idea what decision [ should make."

On Kan's decision to leave the Prime Minister's Office to inspect the troubled Fukushima nuclear power
plant himself on March 12, 2011, the day after the outbreak of the crisis, Hosono said, "The decision led to
Mr. Kan's mental strength to carry the fate of the country and make decisions without sleeping for several
days."

The details of the panel's questioning of Tetsuro Fukuyama, a House of Councilors lawmaker from the
ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), were also released. Fukuyama, who was deputy chief Cabinet
secretary at the time of the nuclear crisis, quoted then Prime Minister Kan as telling senior TEPCO officials
shortly after the outbreak of the crisis, "Let me talk to nuclear plant chief Masao Yoshida directly by
phone." Then, Fukuyama said the TEPCO officials were hiding themselves and "stealthily" checking
Yoshida's cell-phone number. Fukuyama said he had taken their behavior as an indication that every bit of
information was coming through TEPCO headquarters. He then expressed his sense of distrust in the
utility, saying, "I was stunned at the possibility of TEPCO suppressing the Prime Minister's Office's
intentions."

Following manuals not enough in case of emergency
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July 27,2012

Ministry admits faults in its Fukushima responses

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120727_28.html

Japan's education ministry has admitted that its response to the Fukushima nuclear accident was
inappropriate in terms of informing residents and addressing parents' concerns about radiation exposure.

A report issued on Friday refers to the government decision not to release radiation maps provided by
the United States immediately after the accident began in March 2011.

The report says the government did not have a manual on disclosing results of surveys by foreign
organizations.

The ministry admits to mishandling the issue of its radiation exposure limit for outdoor school activities.

In April last year, officials set the limit at 20 millisieverts per year, saying they followed recommendations
of an international organization.

But the ministry eventually lowered the limit after parents said it was too high. The report says officials
did not fully address the parents' worries.

The report says communication between sections was not smooth because an emergency response
framework set up after the accident was different from one referred to in a manual.

Vice education minister Takashi Kii told reporters that following manuals is not enough to protect
people's lives and assets during emergencies.

Kii said ministry officials must use their imagination and act without waiting for orders.

Yamaguchi deleted mails about secret meetings

July 27,2012

Cabinet Office official deleted emails on secret meetings of pro-nuclear

parties
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120727p2a00m0na012000c.html
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An official of the Cabinet Office, who chaired secret meetings of pro-nuclear power members of the Japan
Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC), deleted most of the emails on such gatherings before he stepped
down, sources close to the case said.

Yoshiharu Yamaguchi, who was a senior policy researcher at the Cabinet Office, deleted the emails after a
fact-finding team set up by the Cabinet Office asked those present at such gatherings to submit relevant
materials, raising suspicions that he intentionally deleted evidence.

The fact-finding team has launched efforts to restore emails on the server at the Cabinet Office at the
instruction of lawyer Tadashi Kunihiro, an adviser to the fact-finding team.

Yamaguchi, who was on loan from Japan Atomic Power Co., returned to the firm on July 1 as part of the
restructuring of the secretariat to JAEC following revelations that pro-nuclear power members of the
commission, government officials and industry insiders held secret meetings on nuclear power.

Yamaguchi admitted having deleted the emails at the end of June. "l usually delete unnecessary emails.
When [ left the government, [ deleted my email," he said.

When asked whether he did so to cover up what was discussed at secret meetings, he said, "That's not
true. I deleted them simply because I thought they were unnecessary. [ wasn't instructed by any other
person to delete email. [ did it at my own discretion."

In early June, Masato Nakamura, counselor at the Office for Atomic Energy Policy of the Cabinet Office,
urged its members to submit all emails related to secret meetings.

The fact-finding team, headed by Cabinet Office Senior Vice Minister Hitoshi Goto, subsequently
demanded those who attended secret meetings submit all relevant materials including emails in an effort
to get to the bottom of the case. They include JAEC Chairman Shunsuke Kondo and four members of the
commission as well as officials at the Office for Atomic Energy Policy, the Agency for Natural Resources
and Energy, the Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Ministry and electric power
companies.

The Office for Atomic Energy Policy printed out about 1,000 relevant emails that officials had kept in their
computers and submitted them to the fact-finding team.
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However, as they included few emails Yamaguchi, who played a key role in the secret meetings, had
exchanged with those present at secret meetings, the fact-finding team grilled him. He then admitted that

he had deleted them.
The team has commissioned a private company to restore the deleted emails. Experts at the company are

working to restore them.

TEPCO and its costs

July 27,2012

Reducing Tepco's costs

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/ed20120727a2.html
Trade and industry minister Yukio Edano, consumer affairs minister Jin Matsubara and Chief Cabinet

Secretary Osamu Fujimura on July 20 decided to let Tokyo Electric Power Co. raise its electricity rate for
households by an average 8.47 percent from Sept. 1. On Wednesday, Mr. Edano eventually set the increase
at an average 8.46 percent. This is down from Tepco's initial plan to raise the rate by an average 10.28
percent. Since the rate hike will apply to small-scale factories, supermarkets and convenience stores alike,

its effect will be great.

Judging that Tepco is likely to achieve the goals of its special business plan, the government will soon give
Tepco a capital injection of ¥1 trillion, acquire more than half its voting shares, and virtually nationalize

the power utility.

Therefore, it is all the more important for the government to strictly watch whether Tepco is
making serious efforts to reduce costs and whether all costs included in its business plan can be

justified. Tepco should make its cost details transparent.

In asking for the 10.28 percent rate hike, Tepco said its financial conditions are deteriorating because of
the halt in nuclear power plant operations following the severe accident at its Fukushima No. 1 nuclear
power plant and the resultant increase in the cost to purchase fuel for thermal power plants, whose
weight in power generation became greater after the Fukushima nuclear crisis.
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Mr. Edano ordered a panel of experts to review Tepco's rate increase request. It managed to decrease
costs by ¥50 billion. In addition, a panel for the Consumer Affairs Agency and pertinent Cabinet ministers
managed to cut costs by ¥33 billion.

Although the panel for the Consumer Affairs Agency argued that depreciation costs for the Fukushima No.
2 nuclear power plant as well as for the Nos. 5 and 6 reactors at the Fukushima No. 1 plant should not be
included in Tepco's costs, this idea was not included in the rate increase decision.

Tepco's rate hike plan assumes that the reactors at its Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant in
Niigata Prefecture will restart, one after another, from fiscal 2013. Currently Tepco's electricity
supply without nuclear power generation has overcome any shortfalls due to power-saving efforts by the
citizenry and businesses. The government should soon work out a road map for weaning Japan away from
nuclear power.

The current electricity pricing system, which allows power companies to add certain markups to costs,
should be changed so that they will make serious efforts to buy liquefied natural gas for thermal power
plants at cheaper prices.

More scandal about subcontractors?

July 28,2012

Fukushima disaster worker says subcontractors siphoned money from

wages
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120728p2a00m0na017000c.html

A man hired to help bring the disaster at the tsunami-hit Fukushima nuclear plant under control has
accused subcontractors of forcing him to work under illegal conditions and skimming off part of his
wages.

The 45-year-old Nagasaki Prefecture resident has filed a claim with the Tokyo Labor Bureau accusing
Nichieidouryoku Co. of dispatching him to a subcontractor through at least one other subcontractor and
forcing him to work under a bogus contract.

The man has also filed a petition with the Nagasaki Labor Bureau against four lower-level subcontractors,
complaining that they skimmed off part of his wages.
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The Labor Lawyers Association of Japan, which supports the man, said that electric power company
subcontractors commonly farm out work at nuclear plants to hired hands through several lower-level
subcontractors, and skim off workers' wages.

"This case is just the tip of the iceberg. The situation will never change unless Tokyo Electric Power Co.
takes responsibility for subcontractors' employment methods and their safety management practices," a
spokesman for the association said.

The association said an unnamed company in Nagasaki Prefecture, referred to as "Company A,"
introduced a job to remove quake and tsunami rubble in an area within 30 kilometers from the
Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant to the man in June last year.

The company told him that he would be paid 11,000 yen a day, and instructed him to ask an upper-layer
subcontractor, referred to as "Company B," about the details of his work and working conditions.

Company B explained that he would be required to work on the premises of the nuclear plant, outside the
reactor buildings, and verbally promised to pay him 14,000 yen per day.

The man signed a contract with Yamato Engineering Service, based in Sasebo, Nagasaki Prefecture, a
further upper-lever subcontractor. However, the contract did not specify the amount of his wages.

Despite the explanation from Company B, the man was required to work inside the reactor buildings,
dressed in protective clothes, from July 1 to Aug. 9, 2011 at the instruction of supervisors belonging to
Yamato Engineering and Nichieidouryoku, a further upper-tier subcontractor.

Even though he was told that he would be paid a dangerous work allowance of about 20,000 yen a day in
addition to his regular wages, Company A paid him only 11,000 yen per day.

When the man demanded that Yamato Engineering pay the remainder, the company told him that it had
paid 14,000 yen as a daily wage, along with danger pay, to yet another company, referred to as Company
C, since he had been dispatched to Company C. Company C was an upper-layer subcontractor for Company
B.
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The Labor Lawyers Association of Japan pointed out that if Company C had dispatched him to a lower-
layer subcontractor, it would constitute a "multi-layer dispatch,” and that if he was employed by Yamato
Engineering but required to work at the instruction of Nichieidouryoku, it would constitute a bogus

consignment contract. Both practices are banned by the Act for Securing the Proper Operation of Worker
Dispatching Undertaking.

The association has demanded that labor standards inspection authorities order the man's employer to
pay him 630,000 yen in unpaid wages and allowances.

Both Nichieidouryoku and Yamato Engineering officials declined to comment on the case.

"We don't know anything about the case because we didn't have a direct employment contract with the
man," a Nichieidouryoku official said.

"Our president is away and can't comment on the matter," Yamato Engineering official said.

SPEEDI no use because "based on assumptions"?

Juy 28,2012

Ministry tries to justify withholding SPEEDI fallout forecast data from public
Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120728b7.html

The science ministry claimed Friday it was appropriate to withhold radiation fallout forecast data from
the public immediately after the meltdown disaster started at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant in March
2011 because the data were "based on assumptions.”

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology said in a report that the data on the
predicted spread of radioactivity compiled by SPEED], the System for Prediction of Environmental
Emergency Dose Information, were an assumed calculation, not necessarily the real situation.

Officials also told reporters the ministry was "not in a position to release the data to the public."
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The government has drawn fire for not promptly announcing the SPEEDI data after the crisis started,
with critics charging that the lack of information resulted in unnecessary radiation exposure for people
who later evacuated from their homes around the Fukushima plant.

In a report published Monday, a government-appointed panel investigating the Fukushima meltdown
crisis said the SPEEDI data could have better informed residents about when to evacuate.

The science ministry, which interviewed Yoshiaki Takaki, who was the science minister at the time the
crisis started, and other officials as part of its analysis of the actions it took, or didn't, said it is "doubtful"” it
could have provided trustworthy information to the public. But its report added that "the significance of
providing predictions cannot be denied.”

The report also admitted the ministry "did not offer enough explanations and caused misunderstandings”
regarding the upper limit of radiation acceptable in schoolyards.

The 3.8-microsievert-per-hour limit was set in order to not exceed 20 millisieverts of annual radiation
exposure, in line with recommendations by the International Commission on Radiological Protection, the
ministry said. ICRP-set annual radiation exposure thresholds in cases of emergency range from 20 to 100
millisieverts.

The ministry said the limit, which triggered harsh protests from children's parents, was just a limit and it
did not mean kids playing in schoolyards may actually be exposed to annual radiation amounting to 20
millisieverts.

The report also said the ministry "failed to promptly respond to concerns aired by parents" of elementary
and junior high school students in connection with the upper limit of radioactive substances detected in
school lunches.

A lot of money
July 31,2012

TEPCO receives public funds injection
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120731_23.html

Tokyo Electric Power Company has received one trillion yen or around 13 billion dollars in government
funds, putting the operator of the Fukushima nuclear power plant under effective state control.
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The power company asked for taxpayer money to bolster its finances under a rehabilitation program
created with a state-backed bailout fund in May.

The injection on Tuesday came in the form of Tokyo Electric's issuance of preferred stocks to the

government.
This gave the government up to 75 percent of the utility's voting rights.

The capital injection is supposed to help the firm pay the massive cost of compensating victims of the

nuclear accident and scrapping crippled reactors.

But Tokyo Electric continues to face rough going. The company was recently forced to lower household
rate hikes and fuel costs are rising for thermal plants now making up for the loss of nuclear power.

TEPCO's losses

August 2, 2012

Tepco logs ¥288.39 billion group net loss for the April-June quarter
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nb20120802a1.html

Kyodo
Tokyo Electric Power Co. on Wednesday reported a group net loss of ¥288.39 billion for the April-June
quarter due to costs stemming from the catastrophe at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, and

revised downward its earnings projections for the full fiscal year.

The quarterly net loss compares with a loss of ¥571.76 billion incurred the year before, said the utility,
which fell under effective government control Tuesday by receiving ¥1 trillion in public funds.

Tepco registered an operating loss of ¥108.84 billion for the first quarter of fiscal 2012, compared with a
loss of ¥52.05 billion a year earlier. Revenue rose 15.6 percent to ¥1.31 trillion.
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The government bought more than 50 percent of the company's voting shares to prevent its bankruptcy
and help it compensate people and companies affected by the nuclear disaster, scrap the crippled
Fukushima reactors and continue supplying electricity without interruption.

Its financial standing was also hit by increasing fossil-fuel costs to make up for the loss of nuclear power.
For the full year, Tepco projects a group net loss of ¥160 billion and an operating loss of ¥305 billion.
[t expects revenue to increase by 11.7 percent to reach ¥5.98 trillion.

Massive bank loans
Banks provided Tokyo Electric Power Co. with ¥370 billion in loans Wednesday to help the utility
continue producing a stable supply of electricity while dealing with the Fukushima nuclear crisis, sources

said.

The loans come on top of the government's ¥1 trillion capital injection into the firm, which has been
struggling since the March 2011 disasters.Thelenders include Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UF], Sumitomo
Mitsui Banking Corp. and Mizuho Corporate Bank as well as the government-owned Japan Development
Bank.

The loans comprise ¥200 billion in new loans and ¥170 billion in refinancing.

Banks plan to give Tepco a total of ¥1 trillion in loans, including those provided Wednesday, to support
the power supplier until it becomes able to issue corporate bonds, according to the sources.

TEPCO continues imposing media restraint

August 2, 2012

TEPCO still limiting media coverage of in-house footage taken shortly after

nuke accident
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120802p2a00m0na013000c.html

Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) is sticking to its media restrictions for news coverage of footage of

teleconferences it held immediately after the outbreak of the crisis at its tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1
Nuclear Power Plant in March 2011.
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Despite protests from news organizations and freelance journalists, TEPCO has refused to change its
stance.

TEPCO has offered to show its video footage of teleconferences on the nuclear crisis, mainly those
between its headquarters and the crippled nuclear plant, from March 11 to 15, to news organizations from
Aug. 6.

The utility will show footage totaling about 150 hours, which is stored on a computer at a conference
room at the TEPCO headquarters in Tokyo, to journalists on condition that they not film or record any
part of the images or identify individual employees except executives. However, it will allow reporters to
take notes on the video images.

The power supplier warns that any violators will be asked to leave the office and may be even banned
from attending future news conferences organized by the firm.

Initially, TEPCO had offered to allow only one person from each news organization to view the video
between Aug. 6 and 10, totaling about 30 hours. At the instruction of Economy, Trade and Industry
Minister Yukio Edano, however, the company extended the period to Sept. 7 and decided to allow up to
two reporters each at major news organizations to view the footage.

On Aug. 1, the utility finished accepting applications for viewing on Aug. 6 and 7 because it feared it would
be flooded with applications for these first two days. From Aug. 8, however, the company will allow news
organizations to view the video on the same days they file applications.

TEPCO's public relations department said it has no choice but to ban news media from filming or
recording the footage for privacy concerns. "If individual employees were identified by their voices, they
could be personally criticized and their families and others around them could be subjected to abuse."

The Mainichi Shimbun urges TEPCO to retract its policy of banning news organizations from recording
the footage and even from reporting the contents of footage it obtains through its own news coverage
activities.

Keiichi Katsura, former professor of news media at Rissho University, criticized TEPCO's policy of press
restraints.

"All members of the public are parties concerned with the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant accident.
Therefore, the recording of the teleconferences should be viewed as public property. It's wrong for
TEPCO to enforce press restraints to suit its own convenience," Katsura said.
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"TEPCO should rather proactively disclose the footage in order to contribute to clarifying the cause of the
accident. How to report the details of the footage should be left to the discretion of each news
organization," he said.

Strong signals of public distrust in politics and government

August 1, 2012

Editorial: Poll results, nuke protests show public's distrust in gov't at boiling
point
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120731p2a00m0na012000c.html

Members of the general public have almost simultaneously sent signals from two locations that their
distrust in politics has heightened to an alarming level.

In the Yamaguchi gubernatorial election on July 29, a candidate who ran on an anti-nuclear power
platform had a strong showing even though he was narrowly defeated by a former bureaucrat backed
jointly by the largest opposition Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and its former ruling coalition partner
New Komeito.

Meanwhile, a large number of people surrounded the Diet Building during a major anti-nuclear power
demonstration in Tokyo on the same day.

The fact that an anti-nuclear power candidate gained strong support from those who back no particular
political party in a conservative stronghold, and that a huge number of citizens participated in a
movement regardless of their party affiliation, have sounded an alarm bell to established political parties,
including the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DP]) and the LDP. In particular, Prime Minister Yoshihiko
Noda, who is trying to resume operations at idled nuclear power stations, should face up to the reality that
the public's distrust in politics is at boiling point.

The gubernatorial election was a race too close for comfort for the LDP. The party won seats in three of
the four single-seat constituencies of the House of Representatives in Yamaguchi Prefecture in 2009 when
the DP] scored a landslide victory. The LDP-New Komeito alliance fielded Shigetaro Yamamoto, a former
high-ranking bureaucrat of the Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism Ministry, while the DP] was
unable to field any candidate. Under ordinary circumstances, it would have been an easy win for the LDP
and Komeito.
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However, the candidacy of Tetsunari lida, who is an advocate of a breakaway from nuclear power and
was the brains behind Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto's political rise, drastically changed the situation.
During his campaign, lida demanded that Chugoku Electric Power Co.'s plan to build the Kaminoseki
Nuclear Power Plant in the prefecture be scrapped altogether. The LDP and Komeito was alarmed by the
growing support lida gained from prefectural residents by staging a campaign in a way similar to that of
Hashimoto's Osaka Restoration Association. Yamamoto, who is in favor of the promotion of nuclear
power, insisted that the Kaminoseki nuclear plant project be frozen in a desperate bid to prevent the issue
from emerging as a major point of contention during the race.

Even though Yamamoto was elected, no one should downplay the fact that lida, who launched a grass-
root election campaign without the backing of any established political party, only trailed Yamamoto by
about 67,000 votes.

According to exit polls by news organizations including the Mainichi Shimbun, 53 percent of voters who
support no particular political party, voted for lida. The possibility cannot be ruled out that prefectural
residents directed their criticism of the Noda Cabinet for trying to reactivate nuclear plants and approving
U.S. forces' introduction of the Osprey vertical takeoff and landing aircraft to Japan at the LDP and
Komeito, which are established political parties. Following the election, these established parties appear
to be increasingly wary of any new political parties, including the Osaka Restoration Association, that are
planning to field candidates in the next House of Representatives election in a bid to form a third bloc in
the Diet.

These moves are closely related to steady growth in the number of participants in anti-nuclear power
demonstrations staged in front of the Prime Minister's Office in Tokyo. A massive number of citizens
spontaneously participated in the July 29 demonstration organized by a citizens' network despite the
scorching heat, filling streets around the Diet Building.

Large-scale, nonpartisan movements, which had not been observed in Japan for decades, should be
viewed as citizens' extremely important expression of their will. These movements reflect citizens'
growing concerns that the Noda administration is trying to take the opportunity of the reactivation of two
idled reactors at the Oi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture to resume operations at other nuclear
plants one after the other and that the government will give up its policy of decreasing Japan's reliance on
atomic power to revive its nuclear power promotion policy. The movements also illustrate citizens' anger
at the lack of a system under which they can directly reflect their concerns in politics. However, top
government officials' response to these moves is extremely slack.

The Mainichi Shimbun's latest opinion poll shows that the approval rating for the Noda Cabinet hit a
record low of 23 percent since its inauguration. The sharp decline in the approval rating is attributable to
various factors, such as a split of the DP] and the public's opposition to the consumption tax increase.
Noda and members of his Cabinet should take its declining popularity seriously as the public's warning
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against the high-handed manner in which the Noda administration has decided on policy measures, such
as the reactivation of nuclear plants and the introduction of the Osprey aircraft.

Don't ask them where they work

Gov't won't stop power company officials from taking part in energy policy

polls
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120801p2a00m0na008000c.html

The government will not exclude power company officials from participating in the upcoming
deliberative polls aimed at hearing public opinion on the country's future energy policy, it has been
learned.

Criticism has arisen over the selection of participants in previous deliberative poll sessions, in which
utility officials voiced their opinions in support of the promotion of nuclear power. The government, in
response, had once decided to exclude utility workers from taking part in those hearings, but it
determined that there will be no problem if utility workers happen to be chosen on a random basis in
deliberative polling starting from Aug. 4.

The government is conducting deliberative polling on top of public hearings at 11 locations across the
country over what percentage nuclear power should account for in the country's future energy mix by
2030 -- 0 percent, 15 percent, or 20-25 percent. In contrast to ordinary public hearings, deliberative polls
allow participants to debate issues and deepen their understanding before they express their opinions.

The organizing committee for the deliberative polling conducted a nationwide telephone survey on men
and women aged 20 or older between July 7 and 22, to which 6,849 responded. After confirming their will
to participate in deliberative polling, 301 had become eligible to take part as of July 28. The committee
said it asked respondents about their age, address and occupation, but that it withheld from asking the
names of their workplaces, leaving the possibility that utility workers may be among participants of
deliberative polling.

"If we screen participants, it'll be tantamount to manipulating public opinion and constitutes a 'set-up,"
said an official of the organizing committee.
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All decided in advance?

August 4, 2012

Official pushed pronuke stance
Kyodo

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120804a7.html

A senior government official in charge of nuclear policy planning on Friday admitted pressing the Japan
Atomic Energy Commission last year over continuing to generate nuclear power.

Industry minister Yukio Edano, who oversees the country's energy policy, expressed regret over the
incident, telling a news conference he doesn't want the public to think the government is scheming to
maintain Japan's reliance on atomic energy.

Kyoji Yoshino, a director at the Natural Resources and Energy Agency, on Dec. 27 handed a document to
the commission's head, Shunsuke Kondo, stating that "analyzing a scenario for abolishing nuclear power
could encourage those concerned (about safety issues) and would not help maintain" atomic energy
operations, the industry ministry said.

Kondo has been tasked with reviewing Japan's new energy policy.

Yoshino, head of the agency's nuclear energy policy planning division, received a verbal reprimand from
the industry ministry.

Edano claimed Yoshino penned the document only in a private capacity, but added, "While the
government has yet to decide whether or not to keep nuclear power, (Yoshino's behavior) could be
considered by the public as government maneuvering to maintain the atomic energy."

"I submitted the document as a way to exchange views between administrative bodies, but [ inadvertently
wrote too much,"” Yoshino said.
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In January, a panel under the commission began discussing Japan's future nuclear fuel cycle in light of the
Fukushima disaster.

August 3, 2012

Senior gov't bureaucrat discouraged consideration of zero nuclear power
option
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120803p2a00m0Ona010000c.html

A senior official at the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy (ANRE) is under fire for writing that
analysis of a possible end to nuclear power would threaten the survival of atomic energy in Japan.

ANRE nuclear power policy chief Kyoji Yoshino wrote to the Atomic Energy Commission in December last
year, saying, "Analyzing a scenario in which Japan were to give up nuclear power may help shore up the
courage of the cautious factions, but it would not aid the continuation of atomic energy." The comment
was an apparent attempt to restrain the commission from considering the elimination of nuclear power.

The government is evaluating three scenarios for Japan's energy future, including one that envisages the
complete abandonment of nuclear power in 2030.

Yoshino's comments were disclosed at an Aug. 3 news conference by Minister of Economy, Trade and
Industry Yukio Edano, who stressed that they were contained in "a memo written by (Yoshino) as an
individual," and did not reflect government policy. However, Edano added, "It's unavoidable that some
people will see this as proof the government is scheming to continue atomic power generation."

The industry ministry has issued a reprimand to Yoshino over the document.

According to the ministry, Yoshino passed the document to Atomic Energy Commission Chairman
Shunsuke Kondo during a visit to the commission in December 2011 to discuss the proceedings of a
subcommittee on Japan's nuclear fuel cycle project. The document asked that, before the government
decides on the role of nuclear power in Japan's energy plans, the commission restrain discussion and
analysis of the future of the nuclear fuel cycle project on the assumption that Japan will completely
abandon nuclear energy.

Yoshino has since told a ministry internal inspection that he "deeply regrets" writing the document.
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TEPCO never learns

August 4,2012

Editorial: TEPCO must be condemned for news media restrictions
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /perspectives/news/20120804p2a00m0na009000c.html

We must condemn Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) over its restrictions on news media access to
footage of videoconferences it held immediately after the outbreak of the Fukushima nuclear disaster.

The utility will show the videoconference footage to news organizations on request staring Aug. 6.
However, the company has altered parts of the videos out of consideration for the privacy of employees
who appear in the videos.

TEPCO has agreed to show the edited footage to the media with various conditions attached. It bans
reporters from recording the footage or identifying ordinary employees who are not listed in the
company's own crisis investigation report. Furthermore, the utility demands that news organization never
release any of the footage or images from it that they obtain through their own sources.

The power company has even hinted it will expel journalists who refuse to comply with these rules from
its offices or ban them from attending its future news conferences. Such media restrictions are absurd
considering that the footage is public property, as well as the public's right to know and the freedom of the
press in Japan. We strongly urge TEPCO to respond to news organizations in a flexible manner when it
shows the footage.

About 150 hours of videoconference footage between TEPCO headquarters and the stricken Fukushima
No. 1 plant will be released to the press, covering the roughly four days from March 11, 2011 -- the day the
Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami triggered the nuclear crisis -- to March 15.

During that period, hydrogen explosions blew apart the buildings housing the plant's No. 1, 3 and 4
reactors. The No. 2 reactor's cooling function was lost and sea water was injected into the No. 1, 2 and 3
reactors. Amid this critical situation, then Prime Minister Naoto Kan visited the TEPCO headquarters on
the early morning of March 15, and warned the utility in no uncertain terms against withdrawing workers
from the plant.

The nuclear disaster came as a shock not only to the Japanese public but also the international
community. The TEPCO videoconference footage is indispensable for clarifying how the utility tried to
bring the crisis under control and how far workers grasped the condition of the overheating reactors, as
demanded by the international community.

Since TEPCO has received a massive infusion of public funds and been effectively placed under state

control, the company is all the more accountable to the public for the crisis and its response. As such,
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TEPCO must release all relevant videos without restrictions for analysis by third parties. The company is
set to show the footage only to the media, but researchers and ordinary citizens must be given access to
the videos as well. Moreover, it should release footage from March 16 and beyond as well.

Needless to say, news organizations must report on the videos while giving maximum consideration to
the privacy of individuals who appear in them. At the same time, however, it is possible for the media to
identify ordinary workers who played an important role in responding to the crisis even if they are not in
managerial positions. Assuming the responsibility for the consequences of this is one of the things the
news media is supposed to do, TEPCO should be fully aware of news organizations' role in this regard.

We cannot help but be astounded by the manner in which TEPCO initially proposed to reveal these
important videoconferences to the media and the world. Specifically, the utility had planned to allow only
one reporter from each media outlet to view the video within about 30 hours over five days starting Aug.
6. TEPCO's plan certainly made it appear as if the company was deliberately trying to make it as difficult
as possible for any third party to get to the bottom of the crisis. In the end, the utility extended the period
to Sept. 7 at the instruction of Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano.

The Japan Newspaper Publishers & Editors Association urged TEPCO on Aug. 3 to release the relevant
videos in their entirety and do away with all press restrictions. TEPCO should humbly accept this demand.

TEPCO's footage of first five days

August 6, 2012

August 6, 2012-08-06

Tepco airs internal crisis footage
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120806x2.html

By KAZUAKI NAGATA
Staff writer
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Tokyo Electric Power Co. on Monday began allowing journalists to view 150 hours of teleconferencing
footage between its headquarters and the Fukushima No. 1 plant, showing how executives interacted with
workers in the first five days of the meltdown crisis that erupted on March 11, 2011.

Some of the footage, which was finally disclosed after resistance from Tepco, portrayed the extreme
tension and chaos that reigned as the crisis escalated toward hydrogen explosions in reactors 1, 2 and 3,
raising fears that the primary containment vessels give way.

The footage also showed Tepco Managing Director Akio Komori, one of the key executives involved in
handling the crisis, urging others to decide under which conditions workers would have to be withdrawn
as the utility surmised that the fuel rods in reactor 2 were fully exposed at 6:22 p.m. on March 14.

"Somebody needs to come up with a criterion for a pullout. At some point we need to make a decision on
wether we can stay at the plant or (its) control rooms. Please start considering the criterion,” Komori said
around 7:30 p.m.

Tepco claims it was only discussing a partial withdrawal of workers and never considered a total pullout
from the plant.

But then Prime Minister Naoto Kan and other government officials suspected that Tepco was considering
abandoning the plant for good amid the meltdowns. A total pullout would have triggered even more
meltdowns and a much larger release of radioactivity over eastern Japan.

The 150 hours of footage only has audio available for 50 hours, and about 100 of the nonsound hours
include teleconferences between Tepco's Tokyo headquarters and the Fukushima No. 1 plant. The
teleconference network connects Tepco's major facilities, such as Tepco's headquarters in Tokyo, the
Fukushima No. 1 and No. 2 plants, an off-site center and the Kashiwazaki Karia plant. The footage is
divided by several screens and shows scenes of these places.

The 50-hour video was recorded at Tepco headquarters, and the 100 hours of nonsound video was
recorded through the network at Fukushima No. 2.

Tepco claimed that the audio capture and image capture need to be set up separately, but workers,
according to Tepco, failed to turn on the audio recording for the 100-hour footage.

The silent footage includes the time when Kan visited Tepco headquarters early on the morning of March
15.
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Apparently Kan had a heated exchange with the utility's officials over their handling of the crisis, but the
camera was shooting Kan from behind and facial emotions were not captured.

Kan, fearing Tepco was considering quitting the plant, went to the headquarters to take over emergency
operations by setting up a joint headquarters.

Tepco claims the emotional exchange with Kan only served to undermine the morale of the workers,
while Kan claimed his visit was useful to the government in handling the crisis.

The footage also showed another heated exchange involving Tepco workers. Soon after reactor 3 was
rocked by a hydrogen explosion at around 11 a.m. on March 14, Masao Yoshida, then chief of the plant,

hurriedly called Tepco headquarters.

"It's probably reactor 3, and it has just exploded!" Yoshida said.

The report caused a big stir at the plant and Tepco HQ, as the voices of confused workers could be more
loudly heard from the footage. Some yelled "Check the parameters of reactor 3!" while others were calling
around to check if everyone was OK.

Kan demands full disclosure of TEPCO video

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120806_31.html

Former Prime Minister Naoto Kan has demanded a full disclosure of the TEPCO teleconference video
recorded in the aftermath of last year's nuclear accident. Kan led the disaster response as prime minister.

Kan said an unconditional and full disclosure is necessary to get to the bottom of what happened after the
accident. He compared the importance of the footage with the voice recorder of a crashed plane.

Kan said the video showing his visit to the TEPCO headquarters on March 15th last year does not have
audio. He said he wants to see everything recorded including the audio.

Manipulation, again

August 7, 2012
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Pro-nuclear power experts used secret meetings to manipulate deliberations
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120807p2a00m0na009000c.html

Secret meetings of pro-nuclear power experts organized by the Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC)
"manipulated” deliberations by a subcommittee on Japan's nuclear fuel cycle by removing policy scenarios
that would adversely affect power suppliers, a report by a Cabinet Office investigation team has revealed.

The report, which was submitted to nuclear disaster minister Goshi Hosono on Aug. 6, also revealed that
the JAEC held a "coordination meeting" attended by power suppliers to influence the conclusion by the
subcommittee. "It was inappropriate from the viewpoint of neutrality, fairness and transparency,” the
report concluded.

According to the report, the secret meetings -- which were technically called "study meetings" -- "guided
discussions by a subcommittee by removing scenarios that would adversely affect utilities. The possibility
that those meetings influenced the conclusion by the subcommittee cannot be ruled out.”

The team's finding contradicts JAEC's claim that the secret meetings did not influence subcommittee
discussion on the nuclear fuel cycle. The subcommittee was set up last September to review Japan's
nuclear fuel cycle policy in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear disaster. "We will examine the report and
disclose what responses we will make," JAEC Chairman Shunsuke Kondo told reporters.

The initial part of the report examined the characteristics of the secret meetings by analyzing e-mail
dispatched by the Cabinet Office. Because one of the e-mails stated that "The direction (of discussions)
will be examined by the study meetings, based on which discussions will be made," the report points out
that those meetings "were aimed at influencing not only working-level meetings but other discussions as
well."

The report then recognizes the fact that a policy scenario that would adversely affect the continuation of
research and development of the Monju prototype fast-breeder reactor was deleted from policy options as
a result of a secretive meeting held on March 8. "There was an induction of discussions under the strong
influence of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry," the report said.

While acknowledging that most of the subcommittee members denied during their interviews that the
study meetings influenced their conclusion, the report said, "If the scenarios presented have already been
sifted through, that would affect discussions. The possibility that it influenced the (subcommittee's)
conclusion cannot be ruled out."

Furthermore, the report disclosed that the JAEC held a coordination meeting attended by its chairman
and power industry officials, where they discussed the conclusion to be drawn by the subcommittee.
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After the investigation team restored e-mails from the Cabinet Office's computer server, it emerged that
JAEC held a "coordination meeting" on May 1 to discuss the subcommittee's conclusion, called a
"comprehensive evaluation." The meeting was attended by JAEC Chairman Kondo, Vice-Chairman
Tatsujiro Suzuki, officials from the Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan -- a consortium of 10
utilities -- and Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd., the operator of the Rokkasho Reprocessing Plant in Rokkasho,
Aomori Prefecture.

Prior to the meeting, a draft made by Suzuki was distributed to attendees via e-mail, based on which they
adjusted their opinions, according to the report.

Cabinet Office team blasted for failing to get to bottom of secret meetings on

nuke power
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120807p2a00m0na008000c.html

A Cabinet Office fact-finding team has come under fire for failing to get to the bottom of secret meetings
between pro-nuclear officials after it released a report that stopped short of concluding whether the
gatherings had influenced policy discussions at the Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC).

The team, comprised of 12 members including Cabinet Office Senior Vice Minister Hitoshi Goto, spent
about 1 1/2 months on its investigation into secret meetings of JAEC members and others favoring
nuclear power.

The team needed to confirm specifically what was discussed at such secret meetings to determine
whether and how far the discussions influenced policy decisions at a JAEC subcommittee that was
reviewing the nuclear fuel cycle project in which spent nuclear fuel would be reprocessed for reuse in
nuclear reactors.

However, attendees and organizers of the secret meetings claimed that no minutes were compiled on any
of the gatherings. The team managed to obtain memoranda on the outline of discussions at some meetings
submitted by the Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA), which operates the prototype fast-breeder reactor
Monju in Fukui Prefecture, the core of the nuclear fuel cycle project.

Tatsujiro Suzuki, vice chairman of JAEC, told the fact-finding team that those present at such meetings
representing the Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry and the Federation of Electric Power Companies
of Japan (FEPC) were taking note of what was being discussed.
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Nevertheless the ministry said no such memorandum has been found. FEPC admitted keeping
memoranda but refused to submit them to the team for privacy concerns.

Akira Yoshikawa, a senior official at the Cabinet Office, raised doubts about Economy, Trade and Industry
Ministry officials' denial that they took notes. "I asked the ministry a few times whether it kept
memoranda on the meetings, but it responded they didn't. It's extremely doubtful they did."

Lawyer Yasushi Murakami, who served on a special fact-finding team on sumo wrestlers' and
stablemasters' involvement in illegal baseball gambling, is paying close attention to the fact that Goto,
senior vice minister at the Cabinet Office, asked attendees of secret meetings to cooperate in its
investigation.

"Those who refused to follow orders from their appointees would be punished. However, a Cabinet Office
senior vice minister has rank only over Cabinet Office officials," Murakami said. "If the investigative team
needed to gain cooperation from other ministries and agencies concerned, the prime minister should have
issued the order.”

Murakami also pointed out that FEPC would have submitted relevant memoranda it keeps if it had been
instructed by the Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry, the regulator of the industry, to do so.

However, neither Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, nor Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio
Edano, took such action, illustrating their lack of awareness of their responsibility, which hindered efforts
to get to the bottom of the scandal.

Yoshikawa later said, "We have no choice but to ask them to voluntarily cooperate.”

When launched, the fact-finding team was comprised of only seven members. Lawyer Tadashi Kunihiro,
who is an expert in crisis management, had not been appointed to the panel until July 13.

"The organization that conducted the investigation was inadequate," said lawyer Nobuo Gohara, who
chaired a third-party investigative panel on allegations that Kyushu Electric Power Co. attempted to
manipulate public opinion on whether to reactivate idled reactors at its Genkai Nuclear Power Plant in
Saga Prefecture. "Even if the number of members of such a panel is gradually increased, it never produces
any positive results. Getting to the bottom of an incident is difficult if the top official lacks sufficient
awareness about the problem."
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TEPCO's videos show situation "out of hand"

August 7,2012

TEPCO meeting video shows decision to not announce cancellation of rolling

blackouts
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120807p2a00m0Ona004000c.html

The vice president of Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) said at a teleconference in the early morning
hours of March 14, 2011, the first day of rolling blackouts after the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant
disaster, that the company would not announce its decision to cancel rolling blackouts that day, it was
learned from video released by TEPCO.

In the end, at 6:25 a.m., TEPCO announced the cancellation of rolling blackouts for the first planned area,
but disruptions to train services still occurred.

According to the comments made by then vice president Takashi Fujimoto on the video, the decision to
cancel the pre-noon rolling blackouts came after then Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano reproached
him over them, saying, "You will kill people using artificial respirators at home. If you proceed while
knowing that, we will hold you accountable for murder."

A reason given by Fujimoto on the video for not announcing the cancellation was, "If we hold a press
conference (announcing a cancelation), it will instead cause chaos." A person from the company's
headquarters said at the time, "We'll just have to let the situation be that it turned out we were able to get
by without (pre-noon) blackouts.”

Footage shows rift between PM's Office and TEPCO over initial handling of
nuclear crisis

http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120807p2a00m0na011000c.html
Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) released video footage on Aug. 6 of teleconferences it held in the
crucial first days of the nuclear crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, underscoring a deep

rift between the Prime Minister's Office and the utility over the handling of the world's worst nuclear
crisis since the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.
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The footage shows how the nuclear crisis got out of hand while the power company and the Prime
Minister's Office were at loggerheads over how to bring the crisis under control. A video clip with sound
started with bitter complaints about then Prime Minister Naoto Kan by Ichiro Takekuro, who was
dispatched from TEPCO to Kan's office to serve as a liaison between the two entities.

In the footage, Takekuro said at around 11 p.m. on March 12, 2011, "He (Kan) got really mad very often.
You name it. When [ gave him a briefing, he told me, 'On what grounds? Can you say things will be alright
that way even if something happens?' He was harshly screaming at me." The footage confirms that discord
emerged between the Prime Minister's Office and TEPCO immediately after the outbreak of the nuclear
crisis.

The footage also shows scenes of Masao Yoshida, chief at that time of the crippled Fukushima nuclear
power station, being hard pressed to handle the emergency situation while radiation levels there kept
rising.

In a teleconference soon after 12:30 p.m. on March 14, 2011, Yoshida told TEPCO headquarters,
"Exposure doses are reaching their limits. I want you to pay attention to that!" Then TEPCO President
Masataka Shimizu told Yoshida in a conciliatory tone, "Please keep trying in one way or another!"

The footage also recorded a scene in which Yoshida got so frustrated by the failure to cool down the
nuclear reactors and stop their meltdown. At around 1 p.m. on March 14, 2011, Yoshida asked TEPCO
headquarters to take steps to release hydrogen into the atmosphere from the No. 2 reactor, saying, "l want
you to think of ways to open a hole (in the reactor building) immediately by using helicopters or
whatever."

The footage also shows a scene that suggests that then TEPCO Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata may not
have predicted a hydrogen explosion at the No. 3 reactor at all. In a telephone conversation with Takekuro
ataround 7 p.m. on March 13, 2011, Katsumata said, "It looks like we may be able to open the vent at the
No. 3 (reactor). I think that the problem of hydrogen is very small." In the end, a hydrogen explosion
ripped through the No. 3 reactor at around 11 a.m. on March 14, 2011.

Nothing but a "cover-up"

TEPCO news media restrictions nothing but textbook cover-up attempt
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives /news/20120807p2a00m0na013000c.html
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Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), operator of the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant, has at last given the
media access to hours of company videoconference footage recorded in the opening days of the nuclear
disaster in March 2011. However, this access comes with onerous restrictions devised, or so the utility

says, to protect the privacy of individual employees mentioned in the videos.

The some 150 hours of footage covers videoconferences between TEPCO headquarters in Tokyo and the
Fukushima No. 1 plant from March 11 -- the day the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami triggered
the crisis -- to March 15. And though the videoconference content is vital to our understanding of how the
nuclear disaster unfolded, TEPCO officials in the company of lawyer Hideaki Terashima informed
reporters at a briefing that 1,665 audio segments and 29 video segments had been "masked" to keep the
names of non-executives and their jobs off the record. The edits, TEPCO continued, were based on Article
13 of the Constitution, guaranteeing "respect for the individual."

On top of the clipped content, reporters who came to see the videos -- stored on a computer in an audio-
visual room inside TEPCO headquarters -- were forced to sign a pledge not to record or photograph any
portion of the videoconferences, and not to "slander” specific TEPCO employees. Once the document was
signed, the reporters -- up to a maximum of two from each news organization -- were allowed into the AV
room.

TEPCO is holding up the defense of privacy codified in the Personal Information Protection Act as its
reason for these restrictions on this most essential information. It can rather be said that this is nothing
but a textbook sham to help the utility cover up a scandal of the gravest degree.

The videoconference footage that TEPCO has so cavalierly snipped and clipped and altered behind a wall
of high-powered legal representation is of the greatest importance; a key to sorting out what the company
was doing as three of its reactors melted down and radioactive fallout blanketed the countryside in the
worst global nuclear disaster since Chernobyl.

TEPCO is not a government organization with the concomitant requirements for transparency. The
videoconferences, however, are the kind of content that must be revealed not just to the news media but
to the people at large. The company must also admit that the restrictions it has placed on journalists,
whose duty it is to examine and disseminate the information to the people of Japan, are both
reprehensible and absurd. (By Hiroshi Dai, "Open Newspaper" Committee, and Ken Aoshima, City News
Department)

EDITORIAL
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Tepco's actions unacceptable
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/ed20120807a1.html

Tokyo Electric Power Co. has started showing to media groups and journalists 150 hours of
teleconference footage recorded during the first days of the nuclear crisis at its Fukushima No. 1 nuclear
power plant. It is deplorable that Tepco did not volunteer to show the footage earlier. At first it refused to
disclose it, citing the need to protect the privacy of Tepco employees and subcontract workers. It only
agreed to disclose the footage after trade and industry minister Yukio Edano prodded the company to do
so.

Although it agreed to release the footage, Tepco attached various conditions to showing the footage,
including restrictions on the activities of journalists. Tepco's attitude will deepen mistrust over its
activities. It will convey the message that Tepco is not taking serious its responsibility for a disaster that
made large areas of Fukushima Prefecture uninhabitable and uprooted the lives of tens of thousands of
people.

Given the scale of the disaster, the video footage should never have been regarded as Tepco's private
property. It is indispensable in revealing the truth of the unprecedented nuclear disaster. The video
footage may provide answers to crucial questions such as whether Tepco planned a full pullout from the
plant. It also covers exchanges between the prime minister's office and Tepco over the pumping of sea
water into the No. 1 reactor and the release of radiation into the atmosphere. At the very least, media
access to this material must be guaranteed, and the government should take steps to ensure the video
footage becomes part of the public record.

The footage was recorded for four days from March 11, 2011, when the nuclear disaster began. It mainly
covers teleconferences between Tepco headquarters and Tepco officials at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear
plant. Strangely, only about 50 hours of the footage includes audio. Among the silent portions is the
footage of then Prime Minister Naoto Kan's March 15 visit to Tepco headquarters, during which he
reportedly had heated exchanges with Tepco officials over their handling of the disaster.

The restrictions Tepco placed on reporters who view the video included a ban on making their own
recordings of the Tepco footage and a ban on disclosing the names of Tepco officials and workers seen on
the footage, except those whose names were disclosed by Tepco's own investigation. Moreover, Tepco has
censored the video by blurring its employees’ images and disguising their voices. Tepco even prohibits
media organizations from disclosing video footage they have collected on their own.
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In view of the critical importance of the footage to understanding how the disaster unfolded, Tepco
should remove the restrictions. If Tepco refuses, steps should be taken to force them to do so.

"Brilliance without conscience"

August 7,2012
Yoroku: Morality crucial in dealing with nuclear power

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120806p2a00m0na008000c.html

In 1948, three years after the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, U.S. Army Commander Omar
Bradley said, "The world has achieved brilliance without conscience. Ours is a world of nuclear giants and

ethical infants."”

Nuclear bombs kill tens of thousands of people in one moment, causing long-term emotional and physical
suffering for victims and their descendents. Since turning a blind eye to this absurdity, the world has gone
without reversing this deranged morality for years.

Aug. 6, 2012, marks the 67th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.

The error of believing that mankind can contain nuclear power is perhaps not caused by any scientific
faults, but by the absence of morality. The late anti-nuclear scientist Jinzaburo Takagi warned that the
kind of moral restraints necessary to prevent nuclear accidents would not come naturally to scientists
accustomed to making calculations on computers, which can later be fixed.

Last year, in commemorating not only the atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the heels of the
Fukushima nuclear disaster, calls for the abolishment of nuclear weapons and the elimination of our
dependence on nuclear power intensified. It was an opportunity for Japan to take a close look at its
conscience and morals, and ask: what is the stance that the only nation to have experienced atomic
bombing, and one of the most quake-prone countries in the world, should take against nuclear weapons

and energy?

A year has since passed. The current administration has sped along on the path of nuclear reactor
restarts, as if the Fukushima disaster never happened. There no longer is any excitement around U.S.
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President Barack Obama's push for a "world without nuclear weapons" that he called for in a speech three
years ago. The morals of politics must have been full of holes from the very beginning.

There's only one truth that we can arrive at from Bradley's remorseful statement. It is that nuclear
weapons and nuclear power are too dangerous to entrust to "brilliance without conscience" and "ethical
infants." ("Yoroku," a front-page column in the Mainichi Shimbun)

TEPCO's videos

The Yomiuri on TEPCO's footage of the first days of the Fukushima crisis:

August 8, 2012

TEPCO reveals N-crisis video footage
The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120807005526.htm

Tokyo Electric Power Co. has shown for the first time video footage of its teleconferences in the days after
the March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami, showing the firm's response to the crisis at its Fukushima
No. 1 nuclear power plant.

The footage, which it began to show to reporters Monday, includes 150 hours of recorded teleconferences
among officials at TEPCO's headquarters in Tokyo, the Fukushima Nos. 1 and 2 nuclear power plants and
two other locations.

It covers teleconferences held just after the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant was hit by tsunami, until
March 16.

The footage vividly captures the confusion among TEPCO officials as they tried to manage the hydrogen
explosions at the Nos. 1 and 3 reactor buildings, and documents their slow response to the crisis.
TEPCO released only part of its collection of footage and modified the audio, which prompted criticism
that it has disclosed insufficient information.

The 150 hours of video footage is in two parts. The first is 100 hours of silent recordings from the the
Fukushima No. 2 nuclear power plant, while the second is 50 hours of footage with sound recorded at
TEPCO's headquarters.

The issues mainly discussed in the footage include:
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-- Hydrogen explosions at the Nos. 1 and 3 nuclear reactor buildings.

-- Injection of seawater to cool the No. 1 reactor.

-- Evacuation of workers from the plant.

-- Then Prime Minister Naoto Kan's visit to TEPCO's headquarters.

-- Preparations to vent the No. 2 reactor and release steam to reduce pressure inside the reactor, enabling
the injection of water to cool it.

In the footage, just after the hydrogen explosion of the No. 3 reactor on March 14, Masao Yoshida, then
director of the plant, tensely said: "Headquarters, headquarters, it's a crisis, crisis. An explosion has just
occurred.”

Officials at the headquarters responded by hastily calling the relevant institutions to report the accident,
the footage shows.

Meanwhile, Kan, who visited the headquarters, is shown in the footage giving instructions to officials on
two occasions. However, as there is no sound accompanying the footage, Kan's words are unknown.
According to the final report of a government panel charged with investigating the nuclear crisis, Kan
strongly said, "Withdrawal is impossible in the face of a crisis that could lead to the nation's collapse.”
TEPCO initially refused to reveal the video footage, but later agreed. However, it modified the audio in the
footage to prevent individuals other than executives from being identified.

The utility is permitting certain representatives of the media to watch the footage inside its headquarters
for one month, but viewers are banned from recording or photographing the video. Instead, TEPCO
distributed a 1-1/2-hour summary of the footage.

However, releasing information in this manner has prompted media organizations and observers to
demand full disclosure of the footage.

TEPCO video heavily altered / Alternation shows utility's reluctance to make

information available
The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120807004826.htm

The recently disclosed video of Tokyo Electric Power Co. teleconferences that took place just after the
outbreak of the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant has been significantly altered, with
many images blurred and audio heavily obscured.

The media had requested the recording of the teleconferences be released immediately after the nuclear
crisis began.

However, the about 150-minute-long video is another example of TEPCO's less than positive attitude
toward disclosing information about the crisis.
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TEPCO said it edited audio, such as people's speech and other sounds, 1,665 times in the video, and
blurred images another 29 times.

"It's to protect the privacy of individual employees and we aren't intentionally [withholding
information]," a TEPCO official explained.

However, even then TEPCO President Masataka Shimizu has been blurred in parts of the video, making
his face unrecognizable. Even when his face is visible, his expressions are at times unreadable.

Some audio sections have also been bleeped out multiple times, or simply cut mid-speech.

The video screen is evenly split into six sections as teleconferences were held between the utility's
headquarters in Tokyo, the Fukushima No. 1 plant and other locations. The quality of the images is
generally poor.

However, a technical staffer at a video imaging company suspects the images have been altered more
than necessary.

For instance, at one point, then General Manager Masao Yoshida at the No. 1 plant makes an X with both
hands in reference to a sea water injection into the No. 1 reactor.

"When he makes the X, only his hands have been blurred out," the staffer said.

TEPCO has until now refused to disclose the video, saying it was protecting the privacy of its employees.
The firm's new management, which came into power on June 27, was behind the video's disclosure.

However, TEPCO placed several conditions on the video's disclosure, including prohibitions on recording
the video's visual and audio content or naming nonexecutive employees. Should media companies violate
these conditions, TEPCO will bar them from viewing the video again and participating in its press
conferences.

TEPCO provided the media with an abridged, 90-minute copy of the video. TEPCO has given the media
permission to view the full video at its headquarters during a one-month period.
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Initially, TEPCO said it would limit the viewing period to five days and permit only one reporter from
each company.

Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano requested TEPCO to make accommodations and as a
result, the firm extended the viewing period to one month.

The Japan Newspaper Publishers and Editors Association asked TEPCO to disclose all teleconferences in
their entirety without any alterations. However, the video only includes footage from the evening of March
11 to March 16, 2011--about five days in total.

This reluctance to readily make information available was evident within the video footage.

Around the time some experts suggested a hydrogen explosion had taken place at the No. 3 reactor
building, then TEPCO Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata was on the phone with a senior TEPCO executive.

"It's my judgment on whether we can cause the general public anxiety. If I'm asked about that [a
hydrogen explosion at the No. 3 reactor] at the next news conference, I'll deny it and say it would never
happen,” Katsumata said.

Early morning blackout aborted

TEPCO had also planned a rolling power blackout for early March 14 last year, but decided against it
when the Prime Minister's Office strongly urged them to refrain from a morning blackout, video footage
revealed Monday.

TEPCO implemented its first rolling blackout the same day, but avoided doing so for the entire morning.

The previous evening, TEPCO had announced it would carry out the planned blackout the next morning in
some areas in Tokyo's 23 wards and Isogo Ward in Yokohama, among other places.

However, in a teleconference shortly after midnight, then TEPCO Vice President Takashi Fujimoto
revealed then Chief Cabinet Secretary Edano, then Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Tetsuro Fukuyama and
Renho, then state minister in charge of government revitalization and energy saving, had all demanded
that there be no blackout during the early morning hours.
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"l was told, 'You would kill people dependent on artificial respirators or artificial heart-lung machines at
their homes. If you knowingly do so, we'll accuse you of murder,'" he said.

Many unanswered questions even with the videos

August 8, 2012
Depth of Fukushima No. 1 evacuation plan unclear in videos

By JUN HONGO
Staff writer
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120808a2.html

Scrutiny of the 150 hours of teleconferencing footage recorded by Tokyo Electric Power Co. in the initial
days of the March 2011 meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1 plant shows that crucial decisions were being

made hastily.

Tepco on Monday started letting journalists view the footage — 50 hours with audio and another 100
without — of the first five days of the crisis.

The video shows top executives discussing the "evacuation” of workers from the nuclear plant. But it
didn't give definitive clues on one critical question — whether Tepco was abandoning the plant for good
amid the radioactive fallout.

"At what time will all the workers be evacuating from the site?" Akio Takahashi, a senior executive at
Tepco's Tokyo headquarters is heard asking Sakae Muto, then executive vice president, at 7:55 p.m. on
March 14, the audible portion of the video shows.

By that time, Tepco had already concluded that the nuclear fuel assemblies in reactor 2 were fully
exposed because critical coolant water had evaporated in the reactor.

If left uncooled, the nuclear fuel rods will melt and eventually breach the pressure vessel and damage the
outer containment vessel, releasing massive amounts of radioactive fallout into the environment.
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Takahashi asked again, "all the people will soon evacuate from 1F (a reference to Fukushima No. 1) to the
visitor hall of 2F (the nearby Fukushima No. 2 plant), right?"

Tepco President Masataka Shimizu is heard saying at around 8:20 p.m. that "a final evacuation has not
been decided yet" and that he is in the process of checking with "related authorities," possibly referring to
the office of then Prime Minister Naoto Kan.

Tepco claims it never considered totally abandoning Fukushima No. 1 and maintains that Takahashi was
only talking about evacuating only noncritical workers, thus leaving the minimum necessary to deal with
the crisis.

But Kan and other top government officials suspected Tepco was preparing a total withdrawal. They have
said that a full pullout would have caused meltdowns in all of the plant's six reactors as well as their
spent-fuel pools, because there would have been no one there to restore and continue cooling operations.
This scenario, they said, would have caused catastrophic radioactive fallout across eastern Japan. Earlier
reports even indicated the whole Tokyo area would have been in jeopardy.

Yukio Edano, the chief Cabinet secretary at the time, said Shimizu called him at the prime minister's office
early on the morning of March 15, seeking approval to evacuate workers from the plant. The scene was
not captured on the video.

Edano concluded from the conversation that Shimizu was looking to have all the workers retreat from the
plant. Edano recalled replying: "If we did such a thing, the situation would be out of control. It would
become worse and worse and just unstoppable.”

Edano said Shimizu was hesitant to answer, apparently realizing the gravity of what a total withdrawal
would mean.

Shimizu later claimed he couldn't remember if he placed that call to Edano at that time. The video footage
released Monday gave no clue as to whether that exchange took place.

Kan, also gravely concerned by Tepco's apparent intention to withdraw from Fukushima No. 1, visited the
utility's head office early on the morning of March 15 to set up a joint headquarters to take over
emergency operations at the plant.

The video also included images of Kan's visit. During a roughly 14-minute exchange, he reportedly
condemned the Tepco executives present for considering a pullout. There was no audio portion
accompanying the footage.

Tepco has claimed about 100 hours of the teleconference footage contained no audio because workers
failed to set up and activate the audio recording function.
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The footage also showed those on the forefront of the crisis demonstrating their true grit.

Masao Yoshida, then chief of the power plant, is recorded as saying elderly veterans on site "are ready to
work as a (suicide) squad" to secure a pipe to be used for pumping seawater into reactor 2 to cool it down.
Aged people are less vulnerable to the effects of radiation exposure than younger people.

The 150-hour-long footage was shown at Tepco's HQ and no copying was allowed. The utility only
released a 90-minute edited version of the video to the public.

There is no such thing as nuclear safety

August 10, 2012

Hibakusha: Nuke safety biggest lie

By SHINGO ITO
AFP-Jiji
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120810f2.html

HIROSHIMA — The marks that still scar Sunao Tsuboi's face from the 1945 bombing of Hiroshima are a
grim reminder of the power of the atom as a wave of wariness about nuclear power sweeps Japan.

Ground zero: Doves fly over Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park during a memorial
ceremony Monday to mark the 67th anniversary of the world's first atomic
bombing. AFP-]I]I
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Nearly 170,000 people perished instantly in the searing heat or from radiation in the days and months
after a U.S. plane unleashed the deadliest weapon ever used and ushered in the nuclear age.

Nearly seven decades on, Tsuboi, one of a dwindling number of survivors of the world's first atomic
attack, is raising his voice against nuclear power in a country still reeling from the Fukushima No. 1 plant
catastrophe that started in March 2011.

"In terms of being nuclear victims, we are the same,"” Tsuboi, 87, said of those affected by the nuclear
disaster.

He was on his way to university when the "Little Boy" A-bomb exploded over Hiroshima in a flash of
blinding light and intense heat on Aug 6, 1945. In addition to his burns, Tsuboi has also suffered intestinal
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cancer that may be linked to radiation exposure and says he sees little difference in the dangers posed by
atomic weapons and atomic power.

"Nuclear technology is beyond human wisdom. .. . I still want to see a nuclear-free world while I'm alive,"
he said.

He is making his appeal as a bitter debate swirls over the future of Japan's 50 remaining commercial
reactors, which once met around a third of the country's electricity needs, but which were idled following
the Fukushima meltdowns.

Fears of electricity shortages have led the government to order the reactivation of two reactors at the Oi
nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture, despite an increasingly vocal antinuclear movement in a country where
public protests remain rare.

Those who experienced the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which took place three days later and
killed up to 80,000 people by the end of 1945, said television images of the Fukushima crisis brought back
terrible memories.

"The TV reminded me of the dreadful scenes," said a sobbing Misako Katani, 82, one of just a handful of
hibakusha who survived both attacks.

No one is officially recorded as having died as a result of the Fukushima disaster, but many who fled the
area and those who remain, including workers decommissioning the crippled plant, worry about the long-
term effects of excessive radiation exposure.

The quake and tsunami knocked out the reactors' cooling systems at the Fukushima No. 1 power station
in March 2011, causing three to suffer meltdowns that spewed radioactive fallout over a large area and
forced thousands to evacuate.

Scientists have warned it could be decades before it is safe for some residents to return home.

"[ think we can share the same sadness with people in Hiroshima and Nagasaki," said Sachiko Sato, a
Fukushima evacuee who attended the annual Hiroshima A-bombing commemoration ceremony Monday
along with tens of thousands of others. "In my mind, Fukushima is like a third nuclear victim, following
Hiroshima and Nagasaki."

Toshiyuki Mimaki, a 70-year-old hibakusha, added: "We want to work together with the people in
Fukushima and unite in calling for an end to nuclear victims."
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But for some aging victims, there are few parallels between 1945 and 2011.

"There is nothing to compare to what I experienced" at the time of the Hiroshima bombing, said Shigeji
Yonekura, 79.

"The atomic bomb was dropped in war and no one helped us, while the Fukushima accident occurred in
peacetime and a lot of people offered help."

Many people continue to insist the atomic bombings brought World War II to a swift end by forcing
Imperial Japan to surrender, preventing many more casualties from a land invasion planned for later that
year.

Despite his own experience, Yonekura is resigned to the possibility that resource-poor Japan may not be
able to abandon atomic energy altogether. "Nuclear power may be a necessary evil," he said.

But Miyako Jodai, a survivor of the Nagasaki bombing, said the Fukushima crisis and the government's
botched response have turned her against atomic energy.

Several reports have heaped criticism on the government and Tokyo Electric Power Co., with one
parliamentary probe labeling Tepco's Fukushima nuclear crisis a "man-made disaster."

"I was convinced that the peaceful use of nuclear power should be accepted because reactors were safe,"
said Jodai.

"But after seeing the accident and the government's handling of the aftermath, I felt like [ had been
betrayed."

A"culture of irresponsibility” or worse

August 11, 2012

SPEEDI report deepens suspicions
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/ed20120811al.html
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SPEEDI, a computer simulation system used to determine or predict dispersions of radioactive
substances, is supposed to be utilized during a nuclear disaster to help people evacuate to safe areas

But in the early stage of the crisis at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, the
government did not make public the predictions made by SPEEDL. In the absence of relevant information,
some people fled to places where radiation levels were actually higher.

On July 27, the education and science ministry, which is in charge of SPEEDI, issued a report based on a
probe of its handling of SPEEDI data. The report attempted to justify the ministry's decision to withhold
SPEEDI-based predictions of the dispersion of radioactive fallout from Fukushima No. 1.

What is deplorable is that there is no evidence that ministry officials ever seriously considered
utilizing SPEEDI to help residents safely escape the radiation danger. The ministry's organizational
culture of irresponsibility is highlighted by the fact that the probe could not even determine whether
ministry officials held discussions on the question of whether SPEEDI-based predictions should be
disclosed for evacuation purposes. If someone feels that a cover-up is going on in the ministry, he or she
cannot be blamed.

SPEEDI — short for System for Prediction of Environmental Emergency Dose Information — is the same
system that the Nuclear Safety Commission uses to make risk calculations. It divides the nation into a fine
geographic grid of 250-by-250-meter squares to predict how radioactive materials will spread in the
event of a disaster at a nuclear power plant.

The ministry could have used SPEEDI to keep the public informed of the geographical distribution of
nuclear substances released by Fukushima No. 1, along with the radiation levels, and what the distribution
of radioactive substances and radiation levels might be if the situation at the plant worsened.

The ministry report stated that because information on real conditions at the reactors was lacking, the
accuracy of SPEEDI predictions on the distribution of radioactive substances could not be known. But
attention should be paid to the fact that the government commission to investigate the Fukushima nuclear
crisis stated that even though the amount of radiation released per unit area was not known,
SPEEDI-based predictions could have been used to enhance the safety of those residents forced to
evacuate.

If hypothetical amounts of radioactive substances released from the reactors had been fed into SPEEDI in
the absence of real data, SPEEDI could have predicted the directions in which radioactive materials would
disperse.
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It has been known that the education and science ministry utilized SPEEDI-based predictions in choosing
the points in Fukushima Prefecture for measuring radiation levels and provided SPEEDI-based
predictions to the U.S armed forces.

Given these facts, it is not far-fetched to say that from the very beginning, the ministry had no
intention of using SPEEDI for the sake of protecting local residents from radiation hazards.

Another leakage of secrets

August 16, 2012

Prosecutors to probe leak of nuclear policy agenda to power suppliers
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120816p2a00m0na015000c.html

The Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office is poised to launch an investigation into an alleged leakage of
secrets by national public servants to power suppliers over Japan's nuclear policy.

The move comes as the special investigation unit of the prosecutors' office accepted on Aug. 15 a
complaint filed by a group of lawyers against members of the Cabinet Office's Japan Atomic Energy
Commission (JAEC) and other officials for leaking the agenda of JAEC subcommittee meetings on the

country's new nuclear policy to power suppliers.

According to the complaint, JAEC Chairman Shunsuke Kondo, Vice Chairman Tatsujiro Suzuki and 25
other officials handed to seven officials from the power industry a total of 24 sets of documents spanning
364 pages during secret "study meetings" held between December last year and April this year. The
documents included information classified as "Level 2" confidentiality in the three-stage confidentiality
designations, which should not be disclosed to anyone outside the government body.

The complaint was filed by 21 lawyers from Tokyo and 11 other prefectures. It was initially filed to the
Supreme Public Prosecutors Office by 18 lawyers on July 18, who were later joined by three lawyers from

Fukushima and Osaka prefectures.

Prosecutors are poised to investigate the accused officials on suspicion of violating the National Public

Service Law.

210


http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120816p2a00m0na015000c.html

NISA put pressure on TEPCO to keep quiet

August 16, 2012

NISA told Tepco to delay reporting looming explosion
Jiji
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120816a4.html

The Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency ordered Tepco in March 2011 to delay announcing that the
pressure level in one of the Fukushima No. 1 plant's wrecked reactors was spiking to critical levels,
teleconference footage released by the utility shows.

Images of Tokyo Electric Power Co. teleconferences during the initial stages of the nuclear crisis, as well
as other materials and information, confirm that Tepco was forced to defer an announcement after
pressure inside the reactor 3 containment vessel suddenly spiked to alarming levels around 6 a.m. March
14.

Masao Yoshida, then manager of the crippled plant, instructed workers to temporarily evacuate the
reactor building, fearing a hydrogen explosion was about to rip it apart, and Tepco began preparing to
announce the development to the press.

However, the utility was instructed to withhold the information by NISA, which is under the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry. The agency then made an announcement shortly after 9 a.m. March 14 —
just two hours before a hydrogen explosion destroyed the upper part of the structure housing reactor 3.

The reactor 1 building had suffered a similar blast two days earlier. Both reactors, along with reactor 2,
subsequently experienced catastrophic meltdowns.

Before the explosion occurred at reactor 3, a Tepco public relations team based at the Fukushima No. 1
plant prepared a press statement about the surging pressure level.
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The footage, however, shows that in a conversation with the utility's headquarters in Tokyo, one member
of the team said, "We've been stopped by the government and are being made to wait before issuing any

announcement to the press."

"NISA officials are blocking any release of information on the matter," a person who appears to be a head
office employee says in the video images. "The agency's officials are saying that (Tepco) should not be the

entity to announce this either."

Another voice on the recordings can be heard stating that NISA had refused to give Tepco permission to
announce the pressure surge, saying, "We've been strongly requested, instructed not to announce this."

NISA has said it kept Tepco's announcement on hold because officials were unable to get in touch with its
chief to obtain the necessary permission.

TEPCO on shaky grounds despite public money

August 17, 2012

Tepco's shaky revival plan
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/ed20120817a2.html

The government on July 31 injected ¥1 trillion into Tokyo Electric Power Co., virtually nationalizing the
utility, which was teetering in the wake of the nuclear crisis at its Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

Now that Tepco has avoided bankruptcy thanks to the injection of public money and received
government approval to raise the prices of electricity for households, it must shed its bureaucratic
mindset and its traditional corporate culture, characterized by arrogance toward consumers, and make its

operations transparent.

In compensating nuclear disaster victims, Tepco should not delay the processing of compensation claims
because of differences with them over minor points.

In addition to the government's capital injection, which has enabled it to acquire a majority of Tepco
voting shares, banks provided ¥370 billion in loans to Tepco on Aug. 1. But Tepco is still in a desperate

financial situation.
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For example, the costs for decommissioning the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant and removing
radioactive materials from contaminated areas are putting great pressure on the company. The possibility
cannot be ruled out that the costs will swell to several trillion yen.

As Tepco President Naomi Hirose said in reference to the government capital injection and the bank
loans, "Tepco has been presented with a last chance by the people.”

In the April-June period, Tepco suffered a net loss of ¥288.3 billion on a consolidated basis. It revised the
expected net loss for the business year that began in April from ¥100 billion to ¥160 billion. In the three-
month period, the fuel cost for thermal power plants, which have been substituting for offline nuclear
power plants, shot up 54.3 percent to ¥624.6 billion.

The main pillars of Tepco's special business operation plan for its reconstruction consist of raising
electricity prices for households by an average 8.46 percent from Sept. 1 and restarting in phases the
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant in Niigata Prefecture from April 2013.

Although the operation of each reactor at the plant is expected to reduce Tepco's total costs by ¥80 billion
a year, the prospects of restarting the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant, which has seven reactors, is dim.

Clearly Tepco's reconstruction plan is on shaky ground. The government at least has taken the position
that Japan's reliance on nuclear power should be reduced. The voice for ending such reliance is strong
among the Japanese.

If the government and Tepco try to go ahead with the plan to restart the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant, they
will face strong opposition from local governments concerned and people opposed to nuclear power.

TEPCO: More problems ahead

August 17, 2012

Tokyo aims to end power sale to TEPCO in March 2013
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120817p2g00m0dm090000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The Tokyo Metropolitan Government has asked Tokyo Electric Power Co. to terminate

in March next year their contract under which the government sells electricity it generates through its
power facilities to the utility, sources close to the matter said Friday.
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The Tokyo government wants instead to arrange a competitive tender so that it can sell its power to the
highest bidder and invigorate the electricity market by allowing new entrants into the electricity business.

Tokyo says it sold electricity produced by its three hydropower plants to TEPCO for around 1 billion yen
in fiscal 2011.

In April, Gov. Shintaro Ishihara said that he wanted to change the current system so that Tokyo could sell
power to firms other than TEPCO.

Tokyo intends to submit a draft plan to make that happen to the local assembly in September, the sources
said.

The current power sale contract between Tokyo and TEPCO is valid until 2019 but Tokyo maintains that
it would not have to pay any compensation to the utility even if it cancels the contract.

TEPCO has admitted that the Tokyo government has requested to end the contract but the utility does not
intend to do so before the contract's expiration date.

"Dubious” donations from TEPCO and Tohoku

August 20, 2012

TEPCO, Tohoku Power made dubious transactions to Rokkasho nuke plant
village
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120820p2a00m0na008000c.html

Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) and Tohoku Electric Power Co. paid a total of 400 million yen to an
Aomori Prefecture village near a nuclear plant under construction following last year's Fukushima nuclear
disaster, it has been learned.

TEPCO, the operator of the disaster-crippled Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, and Tohoku Electric
paid the massive amount of money to the Aomori Prefecture village of Rokkasho under the pretext of
promoting local fisheries following the nuclear crisis at the plant in March last year. Rokkasho is
neighboring Higashidori village, where the utilities' Higashidori Nuclear Power Station is under
construction.
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Although the utilities denied that the payments were "donations," insisting that the money was
earmarked as part of the construction cost of the Higashidori nuclear plant, they were not included in the
plant's initial costs such as personnel expenses, based on which electric charges are calculated.

According to the utilities and sources familiar with the Rokkasho Village Office, Rokkasho Mayor Kenji
Furukawa demanded that TEPCO and Tohoku Electric "cooperate in regional development” aside from
compensating fishermen in connection with the construction of the Higashidori nuclear plant when the
utilities negotiated with the village's fisheries cooperative over additional compensation. Mayor Furukawa
was serving as a mediator in the talks.

Both parties reached an agreement in 2009 that the utilities pay an annual 200 million yen to the
Rokkasho Village Office for five years starting in fiscal 2010, and a total of 400 million yen was paid to the
village in May 2011 and May 2012.

The village office earmarked the funds as "miscellaneous income" in its budget and provided the entire
amounts to the fisheries cooperative, which were used for replacing squid-fishing boat equipment and
other purposes.

According to sources close to the village, the municipal office sought cooperation from the utilities after
the village's tax revenue declined due to a delay in the completion of a nuclear fuel reprocessing plant at
the village.

In its comprehensive special business plan drawn up by TEPCO in May this year, the utility stated that it
would "abolish donations.”" The company explained that the funds provided to Rokkasho Village "are not
interpreted as donations as they were expenses related to construction work."

"There was no problem in receiving the money because it was decided before the disaster (at the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant)," said Rokkasho Deputy Mayor Mamoru Toda in defending the
transactions. "We will discuss what we will do from now on."

TEPCO and Tohoku Electric are jointly planning to construct four reactors at the Higashidori nuclear
plant. The No. 1 reactor run by Tohoku Electric started operations in 2005. The construction of the other
No. 1 reactor, run by TEPCO, began in January last year, but the work has been suspended since the
Fukushima nuclear disaster broke out in March that year.

Minamiosumi last resort ?

August 25, 2012
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Hosono denies nuke disposal report

By KAZUAKI NAGATA
Staff writer
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120825a7.html

Environment Minister Goshi Hosono denied on Friday a media report that the government has asked the
town of Minamiosumi, Kagoshima Prefecture, to be the host for final disposal of radiation-
contaminated soil and other waste generated by the Fukushima nuclear crisis.

"We've been looking into various possibilities, but we haven't officially asked any specific municipalities
(about the final disposal site) yet," Hosono told reporters, noting there are many complex factors involved
so final decisions are still a long way off.

But Hosono did not clearly deny that the town on the Osumi Peninsula, at nearly the southernmost point

of Kyushu, is not a candidate site.

TBS TV reported Thursday the government considers Minamiosumi as a strong candidate site and has
been talking to the town.

"We have not heard anything about this," said Yuichiro Furutono, an official in the Minamiosumi
Municipal Government, adding that officials there were surprised by the report.

He said the town has not been officially contacted by the central government on this topic.

Hosono said he knows the Minamiosumi mayor, as the town has a national park, and that he has talked to
him about what's going on in Fukushima and the debris disposal problem. But he said he discusses those
issues with all municipal leaders he comes into contact with.

Finding a final disposal site will be a key element in proceeding with decontamination efforts in
Fukushima, where a massive amount of radiation-contaminated soil has to be removed and stored along

with other waste.
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Before the contaminated waste goes to the final disposal site, it is expected to be stored in interim
storage facilities in Fukushima for decades, perhaps until 2045.

The government is seeking sites in Fukushima for interim storage facilities, but local leaders are
concerned that the waste will end up staying there after 2045, which is why finding the final disposal site
is crucial.

Hosono has repeatedly said the final disposal site will be outside Fukushima, as it is not fair to put all of
the burden on people in that prefecture.

The government plans to develop technologies to reduce the volume of waste before it goes to the final
site.

Simple greetings or leading role?

August 25,2012

Atomic energy commission head Kondo took leading role in secret pro-

nuclear meetings
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120825p2a00m0na012000c.html

Shunsuke Kondo, chairman of the Cabinet Office's Japan Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC), told a secret
meeting of pro-nuclear power experts that he would have a say over Japan's level of dependence on
nuclear power when a task force set up under the commission drew up a new nuclear power policy, it has
been learned.

Kondo's comment, made on Dec. 8 last year, appeared in a record of proceedings of the secret meeting,
released by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry's Agency for Natural Resources and Energy on
Aug. 24 following a disclosure of information request from the Mainichi Shimbun. It is the first time
Kondo's comments on the issue have been made public.

Secret meetings of pro-nuclear power experts were held 23 times between November last year and April
this year, and Kondo attended the first four meetings. Though he previously admitted having attended the
meetings, he had stated that he had merely given greetings.
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The records show that Kondo issued instructions pertaining to the agenda of the commission's Shin Taiko
Sakutei Kaigi (conference to work out a new outline) and a meeting of experts discussing Japan's nuclear
fuel cycle program -- indicating that he played a leading role in the secret gatherings.

The Agency for Natural Resources and Energy released a total of 58 pages of records covering seven
meetings. In the records pertaining to a Dec. 8 meeting, Kondo was quoted as saying that even if
discussions on the formulation of a new nuclear power policy weren't going smoothly, he would "take
control of the issue" if it came down to it. He reportedly added that if discussion on nuclear policy
remained unsettled and there was wavering over whether or not Japan should adopt a zero-nuclear
power policy, then he would "control the final way the issue was presented."

At the time, the commission was planning to create a "new outline" for overall nuclear power policy
based on discussions at the Shin Taiko Sakutei Kaigi. "The final way the issue was presented"” referred to
the new outline. Kondo thus indicated that he would ensure that the commission would decide that Japan
would retain nuclear power.

In the records for the Dec. 8 meeting, Kondo was quoted as saying, "I've compiled papers on the points at
issue, so how about discussing the formulation of a new outline based on these?" He was also quoted as
calling for discussion on the Monju experimental fast-breeder reactor in Fukui Prefecture at a following
subcommittee meeting.

The secret meetings -- attended by members of the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy, the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, as well as members of the electric power
industry -- were exposed in a report by the Mainichi Shimbun on May 24. The findings caused an uproar
among Sakutei Kaigi members and since May 29 the task force has not convened a meeting.

The Japan Atomic Energy Commission plans to replace members of the task force and resume meetings,
but the selection of new members has progressed slowly, and the new outline for nuclear power in Japan
is at a standstill.

Commenting on his statements in the records, Kondo said, "For me, this is part of the world of greetings. I
merely spoke of my resolve as chairman." Referring to the new outline, he said, "In the end I'll take the
responsibility.

American advice
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August 31, 2012

Ex-US nuclear regulator chief urges transparency
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120831_16.html

The former head of the US nuclear regulator has stressed the importance of information disclosure for the
new nuclear safety agency that Japan will launch next month.

Gregory Jaczko met Fukushima residents during his recent trip to Japan. He served as the chairman of the
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission for about 3 years until July.

Jaczko told the residents that nuclear power plants should not be operated without a guarantee that
major accidents that involve large-scale evacuations will not occur.

He also commented on the new nuclear regulatory body that will replace the Nuclear and Industrial
Safety Agency in the near future.

The Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency lost the confidence of the public after the accident at the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant in March last year.

Jaczko said information disclosure, including the transparency of the decision-making process, is
essential for the new regulator to gain public trust.

He said the recent anti-nuclear protests in Japan are understandable as nuclear energy is a controversial
subject. He added that dialogue is important as the government and the people will ultimately have to
make a decision on this issue.

More official warnings

September 1, 2012

Minister gives verbal warnings to atomic energy panel chiefs over secret
meetings
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120831p2a00m0na012000c.html

Nuclear disaster minister Goshi Hosono gave verbal warnings to the heads of the Cabinet Office's Japan
Atomic Energy Commission (JAEC) on Aug. 30 for holding secret pro-nuclear meetings.

A total of 23 pro-nuclear meetings that took place between November last year and April this year under
the guise of study sessions were "inappropriate from the standpoint of neutrality, transparency and
fairness," Hosono told the pair.
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Shunsuke Kondo, chairman of the JAEC, said he will return one month's salary, some 1,055,000 yen, while
Vice Chairman Tatsujiro Suzuki will give back 465,500 yen, or half of his monthly salary, to take
responsibility for their actions in connection with a review of the nation's nuclear fuel cycle policy.

But the JAEC did not revise a policy decision statement it submitted to the government in June, insisting
that the secret meetings did not affect the outcome of deliberations on a new nuclear power policy.

The JAEC held the 23 closed-door study sessions by inviting only pro-nuclear people, including
representatives of the Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan, and kept them separate from
open meetings of a subcommittee on the future of the nuclear fuel cycle. In its policy decision statement,
the JAEC said it will be appropriate to pursue a combination of reprocessing spent nuclear fuel and
burying it if the government is to set a ratio of nuclear power at 15 percent in 2030.

An investigative team of the Cabinet Office pointed out Aug. 6 that the possibility that the secret meetings
have influenced the JAEC's conclusion cannot be ruled out. The JAEC deliberated the issue during a special
meeting on Aug. 30 but decided not to change the policy decision statement.

But in order to maintain the transparency and fairness of its policy decision process, the JAEC says it will
keep a memo outlining the content of each meeting to be attended by the chairman and at least two other
commission members and will not ask private-sector people for comment in advance on future decision
documents.

Also on Aug. 30, Cabinet Office Administrative Vice Minister Takashi Matsumoto separately gave verbal
warnings to three members of the Cabinet Office's nuclear power policy office for distributing documents
to pro-nuclear parties during the secret meetings before those documents were made public.

Tours of nuclear plants reserved to supporters of nukes

September 7,2012

Nuke plant operator refuses tour for anti-nuke lawmakers

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201209070039
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THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Hokuriku Electric Power Co. in late August refused a request by Social Democratic Party leader Mizuho
Fukushima and other party officials to tour the Shika nuclear power plant in Ishikawa Prefecture because
they support a phasing out of nuclear power, sources said.

The Toyama-based utility told the SDP officials that they "could not afford to deal with people who did not
share the understanding for the need of atomic energy," according to the sources.

"We are receiving so many requests for tours," said an official at Hokuriku Electric's community relations
and development division. "Workers on the ground are very busy. We declined the request because we
concluded it was low on our list of priorities. We feel that even if we granted a tour to officials of a political
party that espouses a phase-out of nuclear energy, we were not likely to win their support for nuclear
power."

"We asked Hokuriku Electric officials for a further explanation of what the problem is," said an SDP
official who filed the request for an inspection tour. "But they said they didn't even want us to come and
ask questions as long as we were not pro-nuclear. We will be sending Hokuriku Electric a letter of request
in the name of our party."

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

TEPCO can't afford to invest in alternative energy

September 7, 2012

INTERVIEW: TEPCO chief says no money to develop renewables

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201209070017

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
221


http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201209070017

The head of the Japanese utility that owns the tsunami-hit Fukushima nuclear power plant said Sept. 6
that he believes nuclear power should be part of the country's energy mix, even though the government
and the public seem to feel differently.

Naomi Hirose, president of Tokyo Electric Power Co., also said the utility can't afford to invest in
alternative energy since the earthquake-tsunami crisis last year, which wiped out the Fukushima No. 1
plant and caused extensive radioactive meltdowns that took months to control.

TEPCO was saddled with huge compensation and cleanup costs after the nuclear crisis. The company was
nationalized in July after receiving a trillion yen ($12.8 billion) public bailout.

The company had attempted some diversification of its energy mix before the March 11, 2011,
earthquake-tsunami. TEPCO built three mega-solar power plants and more than a dozen windmills with
its affiliate, Eurus Energy Holdings Corp.

But the company's difficult financial picture following the crisis means it doesn't have the money to invest
in renewable energy, Hirose told The Associated Press at TEPCO headquarters in Tokyo.

“We tried to develop those renewable powers, but unfortunately after 3.11 we do not have much money
and we probably cannot spend as much money to build renewable energy,” he said.

Hirose, 59, assumed the top post at the struggling company in June with the task of turning around its
business. A resumption of TEPCO's idled reactors in northern Japan would help, but gaining local support
for that would be difficult, he acknowledged.

“It is true that in order to be in healthy financial condition, nuclear power is helpful,” he said, referring to
its Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant in Niigata, northern Japan, which has seven reactors idled for inspections.
“But we do not have any specific schedule for a restart.”

Hirose said it is preferable to have diverse energy sources, including nuclear energy, “not just for energy
security but also for the price.”
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Following last year's disaster, the government is finalizing a new energy policy to reduce or eliminate
nuclear power. Surveys show the Japanese public overwhelmingly supports a complete phase-out of
nuclear energy.

Before the accident, Japan relied one-third of its energy needs on nuclear energy and was planning to
increase that to 50 percent by 2030.

“Honestly, a change of policy from 50 percent (nuclear dependency) to zero is quite troubling,” he said,
even though scaling down nuclear operation would have been inevitable for TEPCO given its
responsibility in the world's worst nuclear accident since Chernobyl.

Hirose said, however, TEPCO would follow any energy mix the government decides as part of its energy
policy.

The Fukushima crisis triggered widespread doubts about the safety of nuclear energy, making it difficult
for the government and nuclear operators to restart the country's 50 reactors, which had been shut down
for routine inspections. The last one among them went offline in May.

Two of them were restarted in July to avoid a power crunch during high-demand summer season, but that
triggered large protests outside the prime minister's office.

Hirose vowed to fully assess the damage and cause of the nuclear crisis at Fukushima.

The Fukushima plant has largely been stabilized but decommissioning it entirely will take decades since
the cleanup of its badly melted reactors requires unprecedented work, research and development of
necessary technology.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Remuneration of TEPCO's directors and executives down 30%

September 8, 2012

TEPCO leaders receive average 13 million yen in pay
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September 08, 2012

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Executives at Tokyo Electric Power Co., operator of the stricken Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant, will each
receive an average of 13 million yen ($165,000) in annual pay, an outside panel decided on Sept. 7.

TEPCO’s "compensation committee," consisting solely of outside directors, decided to allocate a total of
230.34 million yen in remuneration for the utility’s 22 directors and executive officers.

The money will cover the one-year period from the company’s general shareholders' meeting of June
2012 to next year's shareholders’ meeting.

The figure is less than 30 percent of the corresponding amount for the accounting year that ended in
March 2011, the month the Fukushima nuclear crisis started to unfold.

However, a simple comparison is misleading because TEPCO was reorganized into a "company with
committees," as stipulated under Japan's Companies Law, in June 2012. The utility, struggling to come up
with money to compensate victims of the nuclear accident, effectively came under state control and now
has a much different management setup.

"Remunerations are compensation for the performance of duties," a TEPCO representative said. "We
believe we should provide a certain amount of remuneration, partly from the viewpoint of securing
personnel who are worthy of being entrusted with management."

The pay for TEPCO President Naomi Hirose and 14 other executive officers, who are in charge of practical
affairs of management, account for 195 million yen of the total. The remunerations for Chairman Kazuhiko
Shimokobe and five other outside directors totaled 20.34 million yen.

Shimokobe, however, turned down all of money allotted to him, TEPCO officials said.
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In the March 2011 accounting year, TEPCO’s 33 directors and auditors were allocated 864 million yen in
remuneration, with 22 inside directors receiving 700 million yen, or 31.81 million yen each on average.

Then Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata and then President Masataka Shimizu were allotted about 72
million yen each.

Following the Fukushima nuclear crisis, Katsumata, Shimizu and all executive vice presidents returned
their pay from May 2011.

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

METTI's influences nuke policy

September 9, 2012

Industry ministry opposes change to nuclear fuel recycling policy
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120909p2g00mO0fp006000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- The Japan Atomic Energy Commission kept alive an option of reprocessing all spent
nuclear fuel in its proposal to the government after it faced opposition from the industry ministry and
power companies to scrapping the long-standing fuel recycle policy, committee documents showed
Saturday.

As part of the government's energy policy review process, the commission tasked with setting basic
nuclear energy policies initially planned to propose in June that it would be "desirable" to change the full
recycling policy, according to the documents seen by Kyodo News.

The documents suggest that the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, which has aggressively sought
expansion of nuclear power use, exercised its influence to resist a possible change to Japan's current
policy to reprocess all spent fuel from nuclear reactors and recover plutonium for reuse.

Following the March 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster, the government is considering reducing the
portion of total electricity generated by nuclear power in 2030 to zero, 15 percent, or 20 to 25 percent,
compared with 26 percent in fiscal 2010.
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According to the commission documents and sources close to the matter, the commission initially
planned to drop the option of reprocessing all spent fuel from its proposal under the scenario of 20-25
percent reliance on nuclear power.

In the proposal presented to the government, the commission said that both reprocessing and direct
disposal of spent nuclear fuel should be pursued if nuclear reliance is to be cut to 15 percent or lower
while recycling of all spent fuel is a viable option for the 20-25 percent scenario.

An industry ministry official overseeing the nuclear fuel recycling demanded that the commission's
secretariat keep the option of full reprocessing in the proposal, telling it that consideration should be
given to a local government in Aomori Prefecture which hosts various nuclear fuel reprocessing and
radioactive waste storage facilities, according to the documents and the sources.

The Aomori village of Rokkasho recently decided to seek the removal of spent nuclear fuel accepted from
across Japan if the central government gives up on the fuel recycling policy.

Power company employees working at the commission's secretariat also opposed scrapping the full
recycling option, according to the sources.

A commission member said a unanimous agreement on the proposal could not be reached and the
members decided to reflect the industry ministry's view on it.

Electricity summer demand no problem - Was the restart of Oi reactors
necessary?

September 8, 2012

INSIGHT: Utilities clamor for reactor restarts despite meeting summer
demand

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201209080057
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September 08, 2012

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Electric power companies are becoming increasingly desperate to restart their nuclear plants to stay
afloat, warning of rate hikes and blackouts if their reactors remain offline. But the utilities are ignoring the
key question of whether nuclear energy is really needed to meet the nation’s power demand.

“Unless more nuclear plants are brought back online, our balance sheet will worsen, threatening a stable
power supply,” Makoto Yagi, president of Kansai Electric Power Co., told a news conference on Sept. 7.

Yagi said the company will consider all possible options, suggesting a rate hike, if the shutdowns continue
at nuclear plants.

The utility posted a net loss of 99.5 billion yen ($1.26 billion) in the April-June period, compared with a
net profit of 34.4 billion yen a year earlier.

Despite public opposition, the government in July reactivated two reactors at Kansai Electric’s Oi nuclear
power plant in Fukui Prefecture before electricity demand hit a peak in summer.

But Kansai Electric figures suggest that electricity demand could have been met without the Oi reactors
running largely because of power savings by households and businesses.

Kansai Electric’s supply capacity was 11.8 percent higher than power demand on Aug. 3, when
consumption peaked in the Kansai region.

If the Oi reactors had not been restarted, the margin would have fallen to 2.7 percent, below the 3-percent
benchmark that utilities say is required to prepare for an emergency.

However, experts said Kansai Electric could meet demand if it secured electricity from other companies.

The peak demand in the Kansai region was 26.8 gigawatts on Aug. 3, and the Oi reactors supplied 2.4
gigawatts. But Kansai Electric and other utilities in western Japan, which use the same frequency, had a
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combined surplus capacity exceeding 9 gigawatts, according to the energy strategy council of the Osaka
prefectural and municipal governments.

“It was highly likely that Kansai Electric could do without any reactors online, given that (households and
businesses) saved power even after the Oi reactors were restarted,” said Kazuhiro Ueta, a professor of
environmental economics at Kyoto University, who chairs the panel.

“We must analyze how much power-saving efforts have become part of the daily lifestyle and discuss
whether nuclear plants are necessary based on the finding.”

Ueta's panel has called for suspending the Oi reactors again after summer.

The government’s power-saving campaign ended in the Kansai, Shikoku and Kyushu regions on Sept. 7. Of
the 50 nuclear reactors in Japan, only the Oi reactors are in operation.

In the Kansai region, power usage was cut by 11.1 percent from two years earlier, exceeding the target of
at least 10 percent. Consumption fell 9.5 percent in Kyushu, largely in line with the 10-percent target, and
8.3 percent in Shikoku, above the 5-percent target.

But electric power companies continue to lobby for restarting nuclear reactors, saying their very survival
is at stake.

“We will reach a dead end in a few years,” a senior Kansai Electric official said. “We will not be able to
cover the snowballing costs even if personnel expenses are slashed to zero.”

In addition to Kansai Electric, seven regional electric utilities suffered net losses in the April-June period.

Kyushu Electric Power Co.’s net loss ballooned to 101 billion yen from 8 billion yen a year earlier on
increased fuel costs for thermal power generation.

The company will skip a midterm dividend for the first time in 32 years as the net loss for the April-
September period will reach 165 billion yen.

Michiaki Uriu, president of Kyushu Electric, said the company will consider a rate hike unless nuclear
reactors are restarted.
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“Electric utilities are eager to restart nuclear reactors for the sake of their operations,” said Takumi
Fujinami, a senior researcher at Japan Research Institute. “A rate hike will likely be unavoidable if nuclear
reactors remain offline.”

But power companies themselves would likely have to pay a price for increasing their electricity rates.

The government will demand the companies streamline operations if it approves a rate hike for
household customers.

Tokyo Electric Power Co., operator of the stricken Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, raised rates for
household users by an average of 8.46 percent in September.

The company was forced to lower the average annual income of employees by more than 20 percent from
7 million yen to 5.5 million yen. It also reviewed its fringe benefits and fuel procurement costs.

A senior Kansai Electric official said the company is loath to follow in TEPCO’s footsteps.

“Like TEPCO, we would be made a wreck of by politicians if we raised electricity charges,” the official said.

The government estimates that a household that pays 9,900 yen a month for electricity bill may have to
shoulder more than 20,000 yen if nuclear power generation is abolished in 2030.

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Vested interests - What impact?

September 16, 2012

New no-nuke plan has vested interests worried
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120916a6.html

Kyodo
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The official declaration Friday that Japan will pursue a nuclear phaseout by the 2030s is drawing
opposition and concern from areas that host atomic facilities and Western countries closely linked to
related projects in Japan.

Aomori Prefecture, home to a nuclear fuel recycling plant in the village of Rokkasho, is wary it could
become the final disposal site for spent fuel and radioactive waste if the government terminates its
recycling policy.

The new energy policy states that fuel reprocessing will have to continue for a while, but with an eye to
opening talks on a rethink.

Issei Nishikawa, the governor of Fukui Prefecture, which has the highest concentration of nuclear
reactors in the country at 14, said the government's decision "contradicts the prime minister's remarks in
June, when he said nuclear power generation is an important source of energy."

"The prime minister should go back to his original stance and promote nuclear power policy by ensuring
safety," Nishikawa said at a prefectural assembly meeting.

Yasushi Furukawa, the governor of Saga, home to the Genkai nuclear power plant, raised the risk of global
warming.

"If we increase thermal energy as an alternative, how are we going to reduce carbon dioxide emissions?"
he asked.

Internationally, Britain and France, where Japan sends its spent nuclear fuel for reprocessing, after which
it is shipped back, are concerned about how the decision will affect the future viability of those facilities.

The United States is also expressing concern because the use of Japanese nuclear technology has been
spreading after a three-decade moratorium on nuclear power plant construction.

Public reaction has been mixed, with some voicing distrust in the government's resolve and others hailing
the move.

"Although the government decided to continue nuclear reprocessing, it might start saying it will stop the
projectin a year or two," a 47-year-old woman from Rokkasho said.
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But a 52-year-old woman in Aomori Prefecture said, "I do not want the government to operate nuclear
plants and reprocessing plants, because of safety concerns."

Some experts doubted the viability of the new energy policy and saw it as a populist political measure
ahead of upcoming leadership elections in the major political parties.

Should culprits have been named?

September 17, 2012

Head of nuclear disaster investigation defends report

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120917a5.html

By YURI KAGEYAMA
AP

The head of a major investigation into the Fukushima nuclear disaster is defending his report against
criticism that his panel avoided blaming individuals and instead blamed elements of the nation's culture.

Pointing the finger: Kiyoshi Kurokawa, who headed the Fukushima Nuclear
Accident Independent Investigation Commission, speaks during an interview in
Tokyo Thursday. AP

Kiyoshi Kurokawa, a doctor who headed the Fukushima Nuclear Accident Independent Investigation

Commission, said he sticks with his view that the catastrophe was "Made in Japan,"” underlining collusion
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among the regulators and the utility that set off the worst nuclear disaster since Chernobyl. He said his
panel intentionally stopped short of naming individual culprits.

"No one takes responsibility in Japan, even those in positions of responsibility,” Kurokawa said last week
at his commission office in Tokyo. "This is unique to Japan, a culture that stresses conformity, where
people don't complain.”

People are complaining, however, about the commission's report, not only for lacking specifics on
responsibility but for making statements on Japanese culture that appeared in the English-language
version of the document but not the Japanese version.

The 641-page report, released in July, compiled interviews with 1,167 people and scoured documents
obtained from nuclear regulators and Tokyo Electric Power Co., the utility that ran Fukushima No. 1
nuclear plant.

A devastating March 2011 tsunami set off by a 9.0-magnitude quake destroyed backup generators and
sent the quake-damaged Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant into multiple meltdowns and explosions. About
150,000 people were eventually evacuated from a 20-km no-go zone, and fears remain in Fukushima that
cancer and other illnesses will grow as a result of radiation.

The independent panel of 10 experts, including a lawyer, former diplomat and chemist, was appointed by
the legislature. It is a style of investigation that was common in Western nations but unprecedented in
Japan.

The panel's report has drawn fire from Japanese and overseas critics alike.

"One searches in vain through these pages for anyone to blame,"” Columbia University professor and Japan
expert Gerald Curtis wrote in an opinion piece submitted to the Financial Times. "To pin the blame on
culture is the ultimate cop-out. If culture explains behavior, then no one has to take responsibility."

Tatsujiro Suzuki, vice chairman of the government Atomic Energy Commission, which promotes nuclear
technology, was critical of the differences between the English and Japanese versions of the report. He
said it appeared to be putting on one face to the Japanese people, while presenting another abroad.

The preface of the English version said, "What must be admitted — very painfully — is that this was a
disaster 'Made in Japan.' Its fundamental causes are to be found in the ingrained conventions of Japanese
culture: our reflexive obedience; our reluctance to question authority; our devotion to 'sticking with the
program'; our groupism and our insularity," he wrote in the English version.
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The passage wasn't in the Japanese message. But Kurokawa said that he made similar points in other
parts of the report in Japanese.

He said he wanted to reach a global audience by pointing to "amakudari," the longtime practice of
handing plum jobs to retired bureaucrats, the nation's half-century domination by a single party, and
elitist employees taking lifetime jobs for granted, as a peculiar "mindset" that fosters irresponsibility, slow
decision-making and dubious governance.

"I didn't want to say it, but it is 'Made in Japan,
values. There is nowhere else quite like that."

Kurokawa said. "This is about Japanese culture and

Tokyo prosecutors recently accepted a request by a group of lawyers to carry out a probe into criminal
charges of professional negligence against regulators and the plant's management. If prosecutors move
ahead, their power to subpoena records, raid offices and question officials would be far greater than that
of Kurokawa's panel.

Kurokawa said such an investigation was welcome as a sign of a "healthy democracy." He said his six-
month investigation offered plenty of fodder for a criminal inquiry. He said it showed that bureaucrats
brushed off evidence of tsunami risks that had been clear as far back as 2006, and that representatives
from international watchdog groups took travel money from the utilities. He said it may not have the
names, but the dates and circumstances are there so all the investigators have to do is check, he said.

Japanese media have reported that prosecutors waited for Kurokawa's report before deciding to take up a
criminal investigation. The report's finding that the accident was preventable and man-made made it
more likely the prosecutors would investigate.

The NRA just a "cosmetic change"?

September 20, 2012

Nuke watchdog a 'cosmetic' change

New regulatory agency faulted for ties to discredited predecessor
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120920a3.html
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By KAZUAKI NAGATA
Staff writer

Created to replace a nuclear regulatory system discredited by the Fukushima disaster, the new five-
member Nuclear Regulation Authority, launched Wednesday, is already being faulted as a cosmetic
change.

Experts note that most of the employees at the NRA's secretariat are the same bureaucrats who were
working at the old regulatory authority, the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency.

Nothing has been done, they said, to dismantle the old bureaucratic culture that blurred the lines of
responsibility and made regulators who lacked independence and nuclear expertise reluctant to force
utilities to toe the line.

For example, a new regulation forbidding personnel from returning to their original ministries to keep
them focused on the new entity has been made toothless by a five-year moratorium.

What's needed to change the culture, they said, are outside pressures to monitor the new system, and
government-backed programs, such as those providing overseas training, to keep bureaucrats motivated.

"The most important point is that the secretariat that supports the highly independent five-member
commission must have independence and expertise,” said Shuya Nomura, a professor at the Chuo Law
School who was a member of the Diet panel that probed the causes of the Fukushima No. 1 triple
meltdown crisis.

In its final report released in July, the Diet panel said that NISA failed to enforce regulations because the
utilities, with their greater nuclear expertise, were able to get the upper hand, a situation known as
"regulatory capture.”

As a part of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, which was promoting nuclear power, NISA's
independence was always in shaky, and it finally came under heavy fire for that.

To correct the problem, the new regulatory body, which has a staff of about 480, including more than 300
from NISA, will operate as an agency under the Environment Ministry to avoid the influence of the
ministries tasked with promoting nuclear power, and to support a new highly autonomous five-member
commission.
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Nevertheless, the commission's power and autonomy are compromised because "the secretariat under
the commission that handles actual work is still pretty much the same as NISA, which means we can't
really expect the culture to be changed," said Hiroshi Tasaka, who was a special adviser to former Prime
Minister Naoto Kan and helped deal with the Fukushima disaster.

Thus the public's focus on the commission is misguided, the experts said. Although antinuclear activists
claim that some of the commissioners, including Chairman Shunichi Tanaka, former vice chairman of the
Japan Atomic Energy Commission, are unqualified to run an independent watchdog because of their
previous ties to the nuclear industry, the key is the secretariat. Simply separating a regulatory section
from METI will not solve the problem because the government has taken a lax stance on personnel
oversight.

In general, METI bureaucrats are reassigned every few years, mainly based on seniority, and often shuttle
between the nuclear promotion and regulation sections. Consequently, they would usually avoid boldly
changing the policies of their predecessors.

Because METI's mission was to promote nuclear power, there was no incentive to place its best people at
NISA to tighten regulations, according to Nomura of Chuo Law School.

While experts at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission are qualified to operate reactors, Kenkichi
Hirose, former head of NISA, told the Diet panel that officials were kept busy with paperwork, Nomura
said.

Although the government is set to bar bureaucrats from returning to their ministries, loopholes in the
rule remain, the experts warned. For example, a moratorium has been placed on that rule for the first five
years of the new agency's debut, allowing bureaucrats to go back to their ministries if they choose.

"The next five years will be critically important to grow a new regulatory culture," so the moratorium
should not be applied so that they will focus on their job, said Tasaka, a professor of business at Tama
University who has a doctorate in nuclear engineering.

The secretariat needs to be a body that people will want to work for, said Nomura, citing the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission as an example of a place considered prestigious by U.S. federal workers.
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Furthermore, it's necessary to have outsiders scrutinize the performance of the new regulatory body,
Tasaka said. For instance, an expert from overseas, such as a former NRC member, should be included to
play a role similar to that of an outside director at a private firm. However, doing this may require
changing the law to allow foreigners to take such a position.

The Diet should also form a committee to check the NRA and its secretariat, Tasaka said.
"It requires tremendous effort to reform an institutional culture whether it's a private firm or public
organization ... It must have outside pressure,” said Tasaka.

Disaster recovery funds diverted to irrelevant projects

September 21, 2012

Yoroku: Noda should 'exterminate termites' that eat away at disaster
recovery funds

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives /news/20120921p2a00m0na012000c.html

A book published in ancient China carries a story about termites eating away at money in a government
coffer. During the reign of the Kangxi Emperor (1654-1722), the fourth emperor of the Qing Dynasty,
enormous amounts of gold bullion disappeared from a safe storing revenue from taxes imposed on salt.
Surprised bureaucrats examined the safe and found mountains of powder on the floor along the wall. They
dug through the powder and found a huge number of termites.

When burned in a furnace, the powder turned back into gold bullion, but the gold fell short of its original
value. The same book also carries a story about termites eating away at silver that Hebei province officials
stored in a box.

An article in the Mainichi Shimbun's evening edition published in Tokyo on Sept. 13 quotes a legislator
elected from an area hit by the March 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami as lamenting that
"termites are swarming over funds set aside for the restoration of disaster-hit areas, and diverting much
of the money to projects irrelevant to disaster recovery." He is talking about projects such as those that
make government buildings quake-resistant, the purchase of weapons for the Self-Defense Forces,
research on nuclear fusion and subsidies for artists' overseas performances.
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On Sept. 9, the "NHK Special" program aired by the public broadcaster reported that funds set aside for
disaster recovery projects had been diverted to anti-terrorism and anti-Sea Shepherd measures, amazing
residents of disaster-ravaged areas. Needless to say, over half of 19 trillion yen allocated for disaster
recovery efforts over the five-year period following the quake, tsunami and ensuing nuclear crisis will be
raised by tax hikes.

On the other hand, sufficient financial assistance has not been extended to small- and medium-sized
companies and small shops in disaster-hit areas, as a result of which many such areas remain deserted.

Taxpayers accepted tax hikes over a 25-year period to cover disaster recovery efforts because they
sympathized with residents of disaster-stricken regions -- not because they wanted to help make Tokyo
taxation offices quake-resistant.

Before the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ]) took over the reins of government in September 2009,
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda had compared corporations that offer lucrative post-retirement jobs to
bureaucrats who once supervised them to termites and demanded that such "bugs” be exterminated.
What the DPJ-led administration called "political leadership” has declined to the worst possible level.
However, the Noda administration needs to now show leadership to contribute to the restoration of
northeastern Japan, which has been devastated by the disasters. ("Yoroku," a front-page column in the
Mainichi Shimbun)

Criminal probes of TEPCO to start soon

September 29, 2012

Criminal probes planned
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120929a8.html

JiI

Prosecutors will start full criminal probes over last year's accident at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power station, informed sources said.

Starting in early October, prosecutors will be gathered from various district offices to launch full-scale
investigations, the sources said Thursday, adding that materials for the probes have already been
submitted voluntarily by some parties.
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Prosecutors are expected to start interviews with Tepco executives and others soon. They are expected to
decide by March on whether to file criminal charges.

In August, four district prosecutors' offices received criminal complaints over the nuclear accident
triggered by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami.

Complaints received by the Kanazawa and Nagoya district offices will be transferred to the Tokyo office.
Investigations over the nuclear crisis will be covered by the Tokyo and Fukushima offices.

In these complaints, Tepco executives and government officials are accused of causing injury to people
who lived near the stricken nuclear plant through professional negligence.

Tepco and government officials failed to take enough precautionary steps against huge earthquakes and
tsunami, and failed to make appropriate responses to the crisis, according to the complaints.

Report says Futaba hospital can't be blamed for patients’ deaths s

October 1, 2012

Hospital blameless in patient deaths during nuke disaster evacuation: report

http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20121001p2a00m0na018000c.html

A hospital near the disaster-stricken Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant made no mistakes during a hasty
evacuation in March 2011 during which 40 patients and nursing home residents lost their lives, according
to areport released on Sept. 30 by investigators commissioned by the hospital.

"The deaths were caused by the nuclear disaster," the report on the evacuation of Futaba Hospital in
Okuma, Fukushima Prefecture, concluded, adding that "the hospital did everything it could, and
committed no errors." The report furthermore emphasized that, despite the hospital's repeated requests
for help from the municipal authorities and the Self-Defense Forces (SDF), the evacuation of the patients
began late and took too long once started, both of which played a part in the deaths.
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The report was presented to 124 attendees at a Sept. 30 briefing in Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture,
including 60 surviving family of the deceased patients and families of some residents at the neighboring
nursing home Deauville Futaba, who also passed away during the evacuation. Not all of the attendees
were satisfied with the report, put together by two attorneys representing the hospital administration,
with some questioning whether the hospital was in fact completely blameless, and others angry that the
final document contained no apology for the loss of their loved ones.

The report stated: "The nuclear disaster forced the hospital to evacuate to a location at least 20
kilometers away, and put the facility in a position where aid was difficult to obtain. As such, there is a
causal relationship between the nuclear disaster and the patient deaths."

Hospital Director Ichiro Suzuki, 78, told attendees at the briefing, "It's very unfortunate that so many of
our patients died, but I have no intention of apologizing" -- apparently drawing shock and anger from
some bereaved family members.

The investigation, led by attorney Kiyonari Inoue, was launched in May 2011, and collected information
and statements from several organizations that participated in the evacuation, including the Okuma town
government, the Fukushima Prefectural disaster response headquarters, and the SDF. The details of the
evacuation contained in the report, however, differed little from those laid out in the central government's
investigative report on the nuclear disaster released in July this year. Director Suzuki stated that the
hospital plans to continue its investigation, and will also provide surviving family members who are filing
compensation claims against nuclear plant operator Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) with all the
information it has obtained.

One 73-year-old man who said he lost his 43-year-old nephew during the hospital evacuation told the
Mainichi he wasn't at all satisfied with the report.

"The director's words were so plain. He didn't communicate any emotion," the 43-year-old said. His
nephew, who had a muscle-wasting disease, was among the last group of patients to be evacuated from
Futaba Hospital on March 16, 2011 -- five days after the earthquake and tsunami that triggered the
nuclear disaster. He died soon after his arrival at a hospital in Nihonmatsu, Fukushima Prefecture.

A woman from Okuma who lost two relatives at the Deauville Futaba nursing home also left the
information session unhappy.

"It really looked like the hospital was just trying to justify its actions. I'm not convinced by what they're
saying," she said.
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One 54-year-old man whose 82-year-old father was a resident at the Deauville Futaba nursing home,
however, was more conciliatory, telling the Mainichi, "In my opinion, an earthquake plus a nuclear
disaster is sure to cause panic. The late start to the evacuation couldn't be helped.”

The evacuation took three routes over the course of four days. According to both the central government
and hospital reports, on March 12, 209 of the hospital's 338 patients plus 64 staff boarded buses provided
by the municipality for the prefectural town of Miharu, where they spent the night in a junior high school
gym before heading to Iwaki the next day.

Director Suzuki, who had stayed behind with the remaining patients, pleaded with the police and the SDF
to evacuate them. Aid did not come, however, until about 4 a.m. on March 14, when the SDF took 34
patients and all 98 residents of the Deauville Futaba nursing home to a health care center in Minamisoma,
north of the hospital and the nuclear plant.

The passengers were scheduled to take a different set of buses from there to Iwaki, but the head of the
health center thought their conditions made the transfer too difficult. This meant that the SDF buses,
which were supposed to head back to Okuma to retrieve the people still at Futaba Hospital, ended up
taking a circuitous five-hour journey to Iwaki with their first load of patients, eight of whom died en route
or soon after arriving in Iwaki.

Back in Okuma, Suzuki waited for the SDF to come back. However, at about 10 p.m. on March 14, a police
officer ordered him to evacuate temporarily to neighboring Kawauchi village. This and other moves
confused attempts to link up with the SDF again until 9 a.m. on March 15. The remaining Futaba Hospital
patients were sent in two groups to Nihonmatsu, the last arriving at midnight.

Four patients died at Futaba Hospital while waiting for evacuation, and one went missing.

What happened to reconstruction funds?

October 2, 2012

Disaster reconstruction funds ending up in the wrong hands, slowing work
Jiji
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20121002a8.html
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Suspicions have arisen that ¥17 trillion reserved for postdisaster reconstruction work in the fiscal 2012
budget has been spent on projects that have little to do with rebuilding the Tohoku region.

Some of the rebuilding funds have been spent outside Tohoku's disaster zones to build roads and quake-
proof tax office buildings. Even a project by the Japan Atomic Energy Agency to research nuclear fusion
received ¥4.2 billion.

In a third supplementary budget for fiscal 2011, ¥500 billion was earmarked for a postdisaster
reconstruction support fund to finance companies setting up factories, but the subsidies were also
provided to businesses that built plants outside the afflicted areas.

"To be honest, [ cannot approve the way (some of the funds) have been used," reconstruction minister
Tatsuo Hirano told a recent news conference.

The budget should be spent on projects that directly contribute to the reconstruction of Tohoku, Hirano
said, adding the use of the funds will be reviewed strictly while compiling the fiscal 2013 budget.

With others in the government voicing similar concerns, the Finance Ministry has started reviewing the
criteria used to funnel subsidies into reconstruction programs, government sources said.

Senior Vice Finance Minister Yukihisa Fujita said budget appropriations for projects in prefectures little
affected by the disasters will be put on hold to boost reconstruction efforts.

In the three prefectures hit hardest by the March 2011 disasters, about 80 percent of the debris and
rubble left by the tsunami has yet to be disposed of in Iwate and Miyagi. In Fukushima Prefecture, work
has just started on decontaminating areas affected by fallout from the Fukushima No. 1 plant's crippled
reactors.

Evacuees staying away

J1

FUKUSHIMA — Many who evacuated areas 20 to 30 km from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant have yet
to return home, including in locations where the central government lifted its emergency evacuation
preparation advisory more than a year ago.
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The government in April 2011 designated parts of the municipalities of Minamisoma, Tamura, Naraha
and Kawauchi, as well as the whole of Hirono, in Fukushima Prefecture as areas where residents should
be on standby to evacuate depending on radiation levels.

As a result, many people left these areas, located just outside the initial 20-km no-go zone set up around
the station after the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami caused three catastrophic core meltdowns.

Though the advisory was lifted Sept. 30 last year, about half of the 59,000 residents remain reluctant to
return to the affected areas because of radiation fears.

Work to decontaminate houses is under way in Hirono and Kawauchi but has yet to start on a full scale in
Tamura and Minamisoma due to the difficulty of finding facilities to temporarily store contaminated soil.

The slow reconstruction of local infrastructure also has discouraged locals from returning. Going back to
communities located extremely near the plant is even more arduous, as many shops and hospitals remain
closed.

Of the total 22 elementary and junior high schools that were shut down after the advisory was issued, 16
have resumed classes in their original facilities. But the number of students is far smaller than before.

To make it easier for residents to return home, the municipal governments of Hirono and Kawauchi
moved their head offices back to the municipalities after having to temporarily relocate them elsewhere.

Is this just due to lack of funds?

October 2,2012

Abolishment of Nuclear Energy Library removes 40,000 files from public
view

http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20121002p2a00m0na016000c.html

The Nuclear Energy Library, a facility that offered ordinary residents access to information on nuclear

power, has been abolished since its jurisdiction was transferred from the former Nuclear Safety
Commission to the newly formed nuclear regulatory agency, it has been learned.
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There are no signs that the library will reopen, and the fate of roughly 40,000 files in the library that the
public can no longer access is up in the air.

The nuclear regulatory agency was formed with the goal of increasing transparency in nuclear power
administration, but the library's closure has sparked criticism that the efforts to release information have
only deteriorated under the agency.

The closed library, covering an area of about 600 square meters, is located in a private building in Tokyo's
Kasumigaseki district close to the former Nuclear Safety Commission. It offered access to copies of
application documents and safety screening reports that are required when constructing and operating
nuclear power plants, in addition to the minutes of government meetings. After the outbreak of the
Fukushima nuclear disaster, about 100 people reportedly used the library each day.

The library was set up in 1997, in the wake of criticism over the way information was released following a
sodium leak at Japan's Monju fast-breeder reactor in 1995 and the subsequent cover-up of a video taken
after the accident. The facility contains many hard copies of documents that can't be viewed online, and
when it was open visitors were able to view and copy the data.

However, when the operations of the now defunct Nuclear Safety Commission were transferred to the
nuclear regulatory agency, the secretariat for the new Nuclear Regulation Authority, the library was
abolished as of Sept. 14. No replacement facility has been arranged in the private building housing the
newly established nuclear regulatory agency in Tokyo's Roppongi district, and most of the files remain in
the library's Kasumigaseki office.

When questioned about the abolishment of the library, a representative of the agency's general affairs
section told the Mainichi, "The organization has changed and [ haven't heard the background to the
decision." The representative said it had not yet been decided whether budget funds would be allocated to
keep the library in operation.

Kenji Sumita, a professor emeritus at Osaka University and former acting head of the Nuclear Safety
Commission, criticized the library's closure.

"An access point for ordinary residents to obtain information about nuclear power should be maintained.
The regulatory agency's response is simply shabby, and to restore confidence in nuclear power it should
quickly be reopened,” he said.
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The agency has instructed workers to forbid reporters from entering its office, and it has restricted the
scope of the information it releases, barring reporters for political party newspapers from news

conferences.

Yukiko Miki, director of nonprofit organization Information Clearinghouse Japan, voiced concerns about

the situation.
"It's unforgivable for the level of information release to fall below the level seen before the Fukushima

nuclear accident," she said.

More cover -up

October 3, 2012

Secret meetings held on Fukushima nuclear crisis's impact on human health

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20121003p2a00m0na014000c.html

FUKUSHIMA -- The prefectural government here held secret meetings among a panel of experts on the
nuclear crisis's impact on human health to work out scenarios for official deliberation sessions based on
the view that there is no causal relationship between the disaster and the outbreak of cancer, sources

close to the case said.

Fukushima Prefectural Government officials also told the attendees not to reveal to outsiders that such

secret meetings took place.

A prefectural government official has told the Mainichi that it convened the preparatory meetings of an
expert panel in an effort to prevent any confusion at the official meetings and avoid causing anxiety to
prefectural residents. However, the official admitted in an interview with the Mainichi Shimbun that the
secret meetings were inappropriate and said they would not take place again.

"We wanted to facilitate the official sessions by listening to the panel members' opinions in advance. We
can't argue if we are blamed for holding secret meetings. We regret having such gatherings. We'll not hold
such meetings anymore," said the official, who belongs to the prefectural government's health and welfare
department.
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Fukushima Medical University Vice President Shunichi Yamashita, who chairs the experts' panel, said he
did not think attendees were making any secret arrangements in the meetings.

"l understand that preparatory meetings were held for the panel to listen to explanations of the results of
health surveys. No decisions were made at these gatherings, and [ didn't consider them secret meetings,"
he said. "If they stir a sense of distrust among members of the public, I don't mind discontinuing such
gatherings."

The expert panel was set up in May last year after the March 11 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami
triggered the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant. The panel offers advice on the results of
health surveys that Fukushima Medical University is commissioned by the prefectural government to
conduct on local residents. Currently, it consists of 19 members, including experts in radiology and
medical professors as well as national government officials.

The panel has so far held eight sessions, and the details of what was discussed at most of the meetings as
well as their minutes have been disclosed.

However, it has come to light that members of the panel secretly held preparatory meetings shortly
before each of the sessions at the proposal of an official of the prefectural government's health and
welfare department, which serves as the secretariat of the panel.

All materials distributed to the members at such secret meetings were later recovered and no minutes
were compiled in order to cover up the existence of the gatherings.

Before the eighth official session in the city of Fukushima on Sept. 11 this year, a health survey had
confirmed for the first time that a child living in the prefecture was suffering from thyroid cancer.

During the preparatory meeting for that session, the members shared the view that there is no causal
relationship between the nuclear disaster and the outbreak of the cancer. They then worked out a
scenario under which one of the members would ask a question about whether there was a causal
relationship between the crisis and the cancer and the university would answer the question.

At the official session, one panel member actually asked whether there was a causal relationship. In
response, a Fukushima Medical University professor denied the suspicion, pointing out that it took at least
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four years after the Chernobyl nuclear accident in 1986 before the number of thyroid cancer patients

increased.

In a preparatory meeting prior to the third session in July last year, prefectural government officials
asked members of the panel not to reveal such secret sessions to outsiders.

The health and welfare department official admitted that officials had asked members of the panel to
keep secret what they discussed at preparatory meetings and recovered all materials after such
gatherings partially to prevent the results of the health survey from leaking to the media before being

officially announced.

Official investigation into diversion of disaster funds

October 4, 2012

Diet panel to probe diversion of disaster recovery funds for other purposes
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20121004p2a00m0na014000c.html

A Diet panel is set to launch an investigation into the diversion of funds allocated from the state budget
for disaster recovery efforts to disaster prevention measures outside disaster-stricken regions, legislators
said.

State Minister for Disaster Recovery Tatsuo Hirano has already begun a probe into the case as the budget
for the restoration of areas devastated by the March 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami and the
ensuing Fukushima nuclear crisis are mainly funded with a special tax hike.

Officials with the Finance Ministry and other ministries concerned explained the diversion of such funds
to top members of the House of Representatives Committee on Audit and Oversight of Administration
behind closed doors on Oct. 3. In response, the committee decided to investigate the case through a
subcommittee while the Diet is not in session on the grounds that it must get to the bottom of the

problem.

During the explanatory meeting, the legislators called into question the diversion of funds earmarked for
disaster recovery projects to eight other projects, including boosted measures to protect research whaling
ships from attacks by the anti-whaling organization Sea Shepherd and an Okinawa Prefecture national
highway improvement and construction project.
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The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry argued that the stepped up measures to protect whaling
ships is necessary for the recovery of quake- and tsunami-stricken Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, which is
home to key whaling-related facilities.

The Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism Ministry also defended the project to improve and
construct national highways in Okinawa because the project is covered with funds for nationwide disaster
prevention efforts, which are part of the disaster recovery budget.

Legislators raised questions about the explanations.

"Members of the general public will hardly understand such diversions. It's the responsibility of the Diet
to conduct an investigation into the issue although the Diet isn't in session now," one of the top members
of the committee said.

"I suspect that officials used various tricks to divert disaster recovery funds," another said.

Furthermore, the Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry has come under fire from the legislators for
using funds to extend subsidies for businesses in disaster-hit areas to a contact lens factory in Gifu
Prefecture which is outside the disaster areas.

A ministry official explained that it extended the subsidy to the Gifu company because its factory has
procured materials for contact lenses from Fukushima and Ibaraki prefectures, which are affected by the
disasters.

Apart from the eight projects, the Mainichi Shimbun has also learned that the Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology Ministry set aside 4.2 billion yen for the Japan Atomic Energy Agency's project to
build nuclear fusion research facilities in Aomori and Ibaraki prefectures.

The ministry justified the practice. "The basic policy of disaster recovery stipulates that the knowledge
held by industries in disaster-hit regions should be fully utilized to establish a hub for technological
innovation in such areas," an official said.

The diversion of funds is in line with the government's basic policy of disaster recovery set in July last
year, which allows funds set aside for disaster recovery to be used for disaster prevention measures
across the country.
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Following the March 11 quake, numerous local governments asked the national government to
strengthen disaster-prevention measures in areas other than quake- and tsunami-stricken regions. In
response, the central government decided to use about 1 trillion yen out of an estimated 19 trillion yen --
which is expected to be set aside for recovery funds -- for areas outside disaster regions.

The disaster recovery budget is funded through an increase in residential taxes that local governments
levy on their residents.

The basic policy of disaster recovery also calls for the use of funds allocated for recovery efforts to finance
measures to prevent manufacturers affected by the March 2011 disasters from moving out of Japan.

By fiscal 2012, the government had allocated approximately 1 trillion yen to cover nationwide disaster
prevention expenses. The ministries and agencies concerned demanded that some 940 billion yen be
earmarked from the fiscal 2013 state budget for such projects. Therefore, the total amount is viewed as
certain to surpass the 1 trillion yen that the government had initially planned.

State Minister for Recovery Hirano as well as Finance Minister Koriki Jojima said they will consider
closely reviewing allocations of funds for disaster-prevention measures implemented outside disaster
areas.

"I think the use of funds raised through a tax hike for such purposes is questionable,” Hirano told a news
conference on Sept. 19.

"We'll strictly limit projects to be covered by such funds as we compile the next fiscal year's budget,”
Jojima told a news conference on Oct. 1 shortly after being appointed to his post.

Decide in advance what people should say

October 5, 2012
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Fukushima Prefecture prepared proceedings for nuke radiation meeting
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20121005p2a00m0na015000c.html

FUKUSHIMA -- The Fukushima Prefectural Government drew up proceedings for a health research panel
prior to a formal July 2011 meeting on nuclear radiation, deciding in advance what members should say,
the Mainichi has learned.

The drafted proceedings included concluding remarks about the results of the research on the health of
Fukushima Prefecture residents and asked study panel members not to indulge in questions and answers
about reproduced data from the System for Prediction of Environmental Emergency Dose Information
(SPEEDI). The system was used to predict the spread of radioactive materials following the disaster at the
crippled Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant.

When contacted by the Mainichi Shimbun about the choreographed proceedings, a prefectural
government official in charge said the Fukushima government "may have produced” a chart of
proceedings but declined to make further comment.

Only recently it emerged that the study panel held secret preparatory sessions to compare and adjust
opinions about the results of the research, and rehearsed proceedings before a formal meeting in July last

year.

During a prefectural assembly session on Sept. 3, Fukushima Vice Gov. Fumio Murata denied that the
prefectural government had prearranged the proceedings. But the prepared chart mentioned the need to
make arrangements with a particular scholar, whose real name was disclosed.

In its investigations, the Mainichi confirmed that a chart of proceedings had been created for the third
meeting of the study panel on health management research. According to sources familiar with the
proceedings, prefectural government officials in charge of health and welfare prepared the chart and
distributed copies of it to panel members on July 23, 2011, a day before the formal meeting. Members
were later found to have held a secret meeting on July 17.

The chart of proceedings runs two pages and lists the content and progress of deliberations. One of the
items in the chart referred to test results of whole body counters and urine tests, and ended with the
prearranged conclusion that internal exposure to cesium 134 and cesium 137 was less than 1 millisievert
in total and extremely low, and that such exposure among residents of other regions was believed to be

far lower.

As for progress in the research, the chart referred to SPEEDI, which was not effectively used by the

central and prefectural governments. It urged panel members not to delve into questions and answers

about SPEEDI's reproduced data due to the possibility that the SPEEDI issue alone might draw attention. If
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that happened, the chart says, members were advised to tell the meeting that the issue would be discussed
by the dose assessment committee after checking in advance with a scholar on the panel.

Fukushima Prefecture says the third meeting was open to the public for the first time and proceeded in
accordance with the chart. A prefectural government official said the chart may have been prepared for
the panel chairman, Shunichi Yamashita, vice president of Fukushima Medical University.

Former Miyagi Gov. Shiro Asano, now professor of Keio University's Shonan Fujisawa Campus, says the
the prearranged proceedings probably reflected the local administration's emphasis on scheduling, but
added that getting caught up in high-profile issues ended up undermining prefectural residents’ trust. He
said that even if there was confusion during the panel's meeting due to the absence of a scenario, people
could have evaluated the meeting highly, saying it was not staged.

"What is required foremost over the handling of the nuclear accident is a sense of trust," he said, adding
the Fukushima Prefectural Government lacked that and should start all over again by giving top priority to
winning the trust of prefectural residents.

One way of wasting public money

October 5, 2012

250 million yen wasted on doubled real-estate fees for evacuee housing
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20121005p2a00m0na012000c.html

Municipalities wasted some 250 million yen of taxpayers' money by doubly paying real-estate agents
introduction fees for evacuee housing in Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures, a probe by the Board
of Audit of Japan has found.

The board uncovered the double payments across some 10,000 contracts in the three prefectures, which
were hit hardest by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami disaster and ensuing nuclear crisis. As of Oct.
1, there were 73,675 government-rented apartments offered around the country for evacuees.

The Board of Audit, which reported its findings to the Diet on Oct. 4, says the problem is that the Disaster
Relief Act is out of touch with reality.
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The board said a notice on the act released by the Ministry of Welfare in 1947 stated that "relief should be
given in the form of materials, and cash should only be handed out when it has to be." This prevents
disaster evacuees who rent their own apartments from receiving money to cover the rent, so
municipalities rent apartments for evacuees instead.

In April last year, the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) decided that when municipalities
rent apartments where disaster evacuees are already living, they will cover the evacuees' payments for
rent and contract fees up until then. This resulted in municipalities paying both their own fees for making
the contracts and the fees of the evacuees.

The Board of Audit examined payments in seven prefectures and discovered many instances of double
payments. According to sources, there were around 5,000 cases in Miyagi Prefecture, around 4,500 in
Fukushima Prefecture, and a few hundred in Iwate Prefecture. In all three prefectures the introduction
fees were equivalent to half a month's rent, and for an individual contract the fee was around 25,000 yen.

The MHLW has released a notice asking municipalities not to make double payments, but one
municipality official says, "In contractual procedures with real-estate agents, we have no option but make
the double payments."

The Board of Audit views the principal of giving assistance in the form of materials rather than cash as the
problem, and in its report it concluded, "It is necessary to include a loosening of this principal in future
considerations."

A MHLW representative commented, "We will issue calls against double payments, but at this time we are
not planning a review of the principal of giving assistance in material form."

In addition to double payments, the Board of Audit's investigation found that municipalities had fallen
behind on rent payments in some cases, and that there had been delays in evacuees entering the
apartments. These problems occurred because local municipalities were overburdened, causing delays
across the board. A Board of Audit official says, "Financial rent assistance (for evacuees), which is a
simpler process, should be considered."

However, a MHLW representative noted, "There are people including elderly residents who can't find
housing on their own. To provide sound relief to disaster victims, it is important to give housing, not
money, which may be spent on things besides rent."

A Hyogo Prefectural government employee who experienced the 1995 Great Hanshin Earthquake says,
"Considering the administrative abilities of local governments, I think that financial assistance for self-
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rented apartments would be better, but there are pros and cons for both approaches, and there is no right
answer."

Gov't to keep an eye on recovery budget

Gov. to review use of reconstruction budget
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20121007_08.html

Japanese officials plan to review whether the special budget is being used appropriately for the
reconstruction of areas hit by an earthquake and tsunami in March last year.

The government plans to allocate at least 19 trillion yen, or 240 billion dollars, for reconstruction
projects.

The government will finance the budget by issuing bonds and raise taxes to redeem them.
But there are reports that part of the budget is being used for unrelated projects.

Reconstruction Minister Tatsuo Hirano told reporters that he has instructed the Finance Ministry to
review several projects to be financed by the budget.

Officials will examine a 29-million-dollar expense for measures to counter anti-whaling activists in the
Antarctic Ocean.

They will also review a 53-million-dollar expense to build nuclear-fusion research centers in Aomori and
Ibaraki prefectures

Japan shares lessons on disaster preparedness

October 8, 2012
Japan ready to share 3/11 disaster lessons

World to gather in Sendai for meeting on risk management
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20121008x3.html

Kyodo
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When a two-day international conference on disasters and development opens Tuesday in the disaster-
hit city of Sendai, Japan will have its moment to shine — relating to the world how it survived last year's
catastrophic earthquake and tsunami and sharing lessons about disaster preparedness.

Global leaders, disaster experts and survivors will gather in Sendai for the "Sendai Dialogue," a meeting
hosted by the government and the World Bank to focus on ways to reduce the economic impact of natural
disasters.

[t will draw lessons from the March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami that devastated vast areas of the
Tohoku region, especially in Iwate, Fukushima and Miyagi prefectures.

The dialogue, part of the annual meetings of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank, which also
begin Tuesday, will be attended by finance and development ministers as well as top officials from
international institutions including World Bank President Jim Yong Kim and IMF Managing Director
Christine Lagarde.

Delegates are scheduled to visit sites in the disaster-stricken areas, including an elementary school that
was one of the few buildings in Sendai's Arahama coastal district to remain standing after the tsunami.

With devastation by natural disasters a shared reality for developed and developing nations, the Sendai
meeting aims to create a global consensus on how to prepare better for disasters and learn from Japan's
multiple disasters last year, organizers said.

The Sendai Dialogue will open with a plenary session in which Japan's experiences will be conveyed
through speeches by Sendai Mayor Emiko Okuyama and reconstruction minister Tatsuo Hirano as well as
stories told by high school students who survived the disasters.

Japanese delegates are expected to stress the need to both enforce disaster prevention measures and
pursue urban development for disaster-resilient infrastructure, while discussions will also focus on
challenges facing developing nations when drawing up disaster prevention measures, the organizers said.
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Finance Minister Koriki Jojima, who says the meeting will be a good chance for Japan to demonstrate how
it has recovered from the disasters, will attend a high-level session Wednesday and call for disaster risk
management to become a priority in the global development agenda.

Delegates aim to wrap up the meeting with an agreement to boost disaster preparedness and mitigate
related economic risks.

The earthquake and ensuing tsunami left about 20,000 people dead or unaccounted for, with damage
estimated at about ¥16.9 trillion, far larger than the 1995 Great Hanshin Earthquake in the Kobe area.

Studies after the disasters have shown that Japan's recovery was faster than expected thanks to its
disaster risk management.

Developing countries, however, lack the funds and expertise to reduce the economic consequences of
natural disasters, which may become more frequent and costly with rapid urbanization and climate
change.

U.N. data show that more than 200 million people are affected by natural hazards every year and annual
economic losses exceed $200 billion. Some disaster experts say investing in disaster resilience instead of
disaster response systems is more beneficial and cost-effective.

On the sidelines of the dialogue, prominent figures from various fields such as business and the arts from
both Japan and overseas are set to meet Wednesday to share stories about resilience and hope in the face
of disasters. Among them will be Sendai-born pianist Michie Koyama.

Create more resilient societies

October 11, 2012

Intl disaster meet wraps up in Sendai
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T121010003486.htm
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SENDAI (Jiji Press)--Policymakers and experts from around the world agreed Wednesday on the need to
create societies that are more resilient to disasters as they wrapped up their two-day special meeting here
on disaster reduction and prevention.

The conference, dubbed the Sendai Dialogue and cohosted by Japan and the World Bank Group, "will
further strengthen the global commitment for managing disaster risks for resilient growth and
development,” Finance Minister Koriki Jojima and World Bank President Jim Yong Kim said in a joint
statement.

About 320 delegates from 40 countries and eight international organizations attended the meeting in
Sendai.

Ahead of the meeting, which started Tuesday, participants including IMF Managing Director Christine
Lagarde visited areas hit hard by the March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami.

In the closing session, Lagarde described Japan's postdisaster recovery as showing "incredible resilience."
The outcome of the Sendai Dialogue will be reported to an IMF-World Bank Development Committee
meeting scheduled for Saturday in Tokyo.

October 10, 2012

Japan, World Bank meeting on disaster risk management opens in Sendai
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20121010b5.html

Kyodo

SENDAI — Global leaders and disaster experts gathered Tuesday in Sendai for an international
conference hosted by Japan and the World Bank on disasters and development, with reconstruction
minister Tatsuo Hirano vowing to do more to create disaster-resilient communities.

At the two-day Sendai Dialogue, about 320 delegates from 40 countries, including disaster survivors, will
share lessons from the March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami that devastated vast areas of the
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northeast — especially the prefectures of Iwate, Fukushima and Miyagi — and map out steps to limit the
economic impact of natural disasters.

Mayor Emiko Okuyama of Sendai, the capital of Miyagi, said in her opening remarks that about a year and
half after the disaster the city continues to "make rapid progress toward reconstruction and
revitalization.”

Still, Okuyama, delivering her address in English, said the city's "biggest challenge" lies in how to move
ahead with reconstruction.

The earthquake and tsunami set off the nuclear crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 power plant. Quake-related
damage has been estimated at about ¥16.9 trillion.

Participants in the Sendai Dialogue, which is part of the annual meetings of the International Monetary
Fund and World Bank in Tokyo this week, include World Bank President Jim Yong Kim, IMF Managing
Director Christine Lagarde, Finance Minister Koriki Jojima and his counterparts from other countries,
including Colombia and Thailand.

Some of the delegates are scheduled to visit sites in the disaster areas, including an elementary school
that was one of the few buildings in Sendai's Arahama coastal district to remain standing after the
tsunami.

In his keynote speech, reconstruction minister Hirano stressed the government's role in strengthening
measures to help disaster-hit communities recover. "Our country ... the disaster-affected communities
will certainly bounce back," he said.

He added he hopes Japan, through steps it has taken and will take, can contribute to global efforts toward
disaster mitigation.

Representing disaster survivors, two female high school students from Sendai, Rina Iwamoto and Risa
Shibahara, recounted how they survived the disaster with the help of local communities.

Jojima will attend a high-level session Wednesday, joined by Kim and Lagarde, to highlight the need to
make disaster risk management a priority in the global development agenda, before delegates wrap up the
meeting with an agreement to boost disaster preparedness to mitigate related economic risks.
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On Tuesday, delegates shared what Japan had learned from a joint study with the World Bank about the
benef