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INTRODUCTION

J'ai « découvert » I'écologie au début des années 70, croisant dans le méme temps la pollution, les
luttes paysannes et la malbouffe, la médecine qui avait (déja) perdu son ame, les mouvements
sociaux et bien sQr le nucléaire qui a occupé une grande partie de ma vie.

Apreés la catastrophe de mars 2011 au Japon, j’ai suivi chaque jour une partie des grands journaux
japonais anglophones pour essayer de sauvegarder un maximum d’articles ayant trait a Fukushima.
L'idée était de conserver une sorte d’archive accessible a tous, qu’ils soient écrivains, journalistes ou
tout simplement intéressés.

Le blog « Fukushima-is-still-news » a été poursuivi jusqu’en 2019. Ci-dessous, la conclusion parue le
jour ou j'ai décidé d’arréter mon blog.

End of March 2019: Time to stop this blog
29 Mars 2019
Rédigé par fukushima-is-still-news et publié depuis Overblog

I have been collecting and spreading information on the Fukushima disaster for more than 8 years.

More than ever I am convinced that the name of my blog « Fukushima-is-still-news » was aptly chosen. Or perhaps i
should have called it « Fukushima should still be news ». What i'm getting at is that i know the disaster is going on
and we cannot simply forget Fukushima and turn the page. But the mode of action I chose 8 years ago has its limits
and it is time for me to stop this blog.

I don’t want the contents to be lost, so I will try and publish the lot with the Editions de Fukushima so that the
information remains available online.

Good bye for now. I am not doing a disappearing act. I'm still there tracking what’s going on in the world of nukes.

C’est maintenant chose faite. Le blog fukushima-is-still-news est désormais disponible aux Editions de
Fukushima. Une fois de plus merci a mon ami Pierre, qui m’a convaincue a I'époque de tenir ce blog et
m’a aidée a le lancer.

Odile Girard

Avertissement

La mise en page de dizaines de milliers de pages étant trop fastidieuse, nous avons préféré dans un
premier temps éditer les volumes 7 a 16 sans mise en page particuliére plutét que de risquer de ne
jamais les éditer. Chacun de ces livres est donc, dans la version présente, constitué des articles du blog
copiés de maniére brute. Les articles sont disposés a priori chronologiquement. Nous nous excusons
donc pour I'absence de table des matiéres. La recherche peut toutefois facilement étre effectuée par
mot clé avec la fonction CRTL + F
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Minamata/Fukushima

March 4, 2012

Anti-nuclear Activity

Anti-nuclear activist sees commonalities between Minamata and Fukushima

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120304p2a00m0na005000c.html
According to Aileen Mioko Smith, who together with her late husband, the photographer Eugene Smith,
drew the world's attention to one of Japan's most far-reaching pollution-caused diseases, the ongoing
Fukushima nuclear crisis and Minamata disease have many things in common.

"Inequality,” said Smith, when asked what it is that both disasters have. It was not the government's
inaction that she brought up first, but rather the unfairness of it all.

"Minamata disease emerged when major Japanese chemical manufacturer Chisso Corp. found itself
lagging behind its competitors in the industry's switch to petrochemicals, decided to sacrifice Minamata
(Kumamoto Prefecture), and made money from it. While environmental contamination was forced onto
Minamata, Chisso Corp.'s headquarters flourished,” Smith said. "The same can be said of Fukushima. If the
nuclear power plants had been built in Tokyo, no energy loss would have been incurred through electric
power transmission. But the plants were built in Fukushima, and Tokyo enjoyed the electrical power. The
structure of inequality, in which someone gains and someone loses, is the same.”

In other words, the regional areas of Japan are sacrificed for the large cities.

"If we think about it in terms of '"damage times the number of residents,' you could say there'd be less
total damage in the sparsely-populated countryside than in a major city. But doesn't such thinking ignore
the value of each and every life? For each individual, sustaining any harm is already a 100-percent loss."

Smith's personal experiences began with her seeing the world from the inside of foreign-made cars. Born
to an American father who was in the international trade business and a Japanese mother, it was through
the windows of her father's cars that Smith saw the demonstrations against the U.S.-Japan security
agreement in 1960 and poor children in Hong Kong and Vietnam leaping onto the very cars she was riding
in. She felt guilt swelling up inside her, and longed to be on the outside.

After her parents divorced, the 11-year-old Smith went to stay with her grandparents in the U.S. She had
been discriminated for being of mixed race while in Japan, but once she arrived in St. Louis, she was
looked down upon for being Japanese. Her yearning for Japan building, Smith vowed never to tolerate
those who looked condescendingly upon Japan and the rest of Asia.

At the root of Smith's disdain for inequality, then, was her wavering childhood status as victimizer and
victim, the oppressor and the oppressed.

At age 20, Smith met the world-renowned photographer Eugene Smith, who was 52 years old at the time.
They married and relocated to Minamata, where they took pictures. Smith served also as an interpreter
for her husband, who spoke no Japanese. They accompanied Minamata disease patients to trials, and
spent days and nights with them. Ever since she reported on the Three Mile Island accident in 1979, the
year after her husband's death, Smith has been an avid anti-nuclear advocate based in Kyoto.


http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120304p2a00m0na005000c.html

After the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami on March 11, 2011 triggered a nuclear disaster, Smith
has visited Fukushima numerous times as the head of an environmental civic organization. She has also
staged sit-ins in tents set up in front of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI).

"['ve written out the things that Minamata disease and the Fukushima nuclear crisis have in common,"
Smith said, placing two sheets of paper on the table in front of her. The list was titled: "The 10 Strategies
Taken by the State, Prefectural Governments, Academic Flunkies and Companies in the cases of Minamata
and Fukushima."*

Smith explained: "No one has made it clear who is responsible for the nuclear disaster. It's not even clear
who set the evacuation standard of '20 millisieverts of radiation per year.' Government bodies make use of
their own sectionalism to pin the blame on each other, saying 'It's the responsibility of the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology' or 'No, it's under the jurisdiction of the Nuclear Safety
Commission.'

"Even though there's said to be no such thing as a 'safe' amount of exposure to radiation, authorities
intentionally release the vague suggestion that 'being exposed to 100 millisieverts of radiation per year is
all right,' further confusing victims. These are tactics that we saw the government and academics use all
too much with the case of Minamata disease."

Smith is critical also of the Fukushima prefectural residents' health management survey conducted by the
prefectural government, saying: "Its starting point is the conclusion that radiation exposure levels are not
too bad, and is merely a strategy to minimize eligibility for compensation."

What pains Smith the most are the rifts appearing among disaster victims. "A teacher in Fukushima
Prefecture who temporarily took time off from work immediately after the outbreak of the nuclear
disaster to help evacuate family members was slammed as a ‘coward’ and 'traitor’ from colleagues...
Everyone's scared. And precisely because they so desperately want to overcome this together, people are
unable to forgive those who leave Fukushima."

The people Smith sees in Fukushima look to her a lot like what she saw in Minamata. In both, things reach
a reconciliation or go to trial.

"The Minamata victims also broke down into several factions, and were pushed into corners where they
couldn't help hurting each other. The scars remain even today, some 50 years later," Smith said. And this
is all the more reason she wants to offer this to the Fukushima victims: "To flee or not to flee. Whether one
is even able to flee or not. Clashes are taking place in cities, places of work, and even families. But stop and
think. It was the state and (Fukushima plant operator) Tokyo Electric Power Co. that pulled us apart. Who
is going to gain from clashes among the victims?"

On March 11, 2011, Smith was in the U.S. with her daughter, enjoying some time off for the first time in a
while. What went through her mind when she saw television footage of the Fukushima nuclear plant in
crisis was that "many decades worth of suffering was about to begin." Just like the years of suffering that
the Minamata disease had wrought.

Minamata disease, a neurological syndrome caused by mercury that was dumped into Minamata Bay by
Chisso Corp., was officially recognized by the government in 1956. In 2004, the Supreme Court practically
overturned Minamata certification standards setin 1977, saying they were "too narrow." In 2009, the
government passed a law on special measures for compensation of Minamata disease patients, but has
decided to close registration for compensation claims by the end of July 2012. This has patient advocacy
groups, whose fight has continued for half a century, up in arms that the government continues to write
off Minamata victims.

"The leaders of Minamata advocacy groups are now in their fifties. These are people who, as young
children, ingested fish that were tainted with mercury. It makes me wonder every time I go to Fukushima.
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[ don't want to create a reality where the only choice we have when those who are young children now
ask us in the future: 'What were you adults doing at the time?' is to apologize."

As I went to stand up after speaking with Smith for three hours, she stopped me and said: "I want you to
understand this much.”

"Having been involved in both Minamata and Fukushima, there are times when I begin to fall under the
illusion that I live in the same world as the victims, but that's not true. The suffering of the victims cannot
be understood unless you are in their position. To be aware of the fact that | cannot understand how they
feel, and yet advocate on behalf of and face the victims straight-on is a frightening thing to do.

"But still, I think I will keep using my voice. Because I want both the people who live in Fukushima and
the people who fled Fukushima to realize that as with the Minamata victims, they, too, have been forced
into opposition with each other. By re-examining this fact, perhaps they can find some measure of comfort
or salvation."

"The 10 Strategies Taken by the State, Prefectural Governments, Academic Flunkies and Companies in the
Cases of Minamata and Fukushima"

1. Do not take responsibility. Use sectionalism to pin blame on others.

2. Confuse victims and public opinion, creating the impression that there are pros and cons on each side.

3. Position victims in conflict with each other.

4. Do not record data or leave evidence.

5. Stall for time.

6. Conduct tests or surveys that will produce underestimated results on damage.

7. Wear victims down until they give up.

8. Create an official certification system that narrows down victim numbers.

9. Do not release information abroad.

10. Call on academic flunkies to hold international conferences.

(By Ayako Oguni, Evening Edition Department)

No more nukes?

EDITORIAL: Nuclear-free society can be achieved much earlier
March 03, 2012 - http://ajw.asahi.com/article/views/editorial /A]201203030025

There is now no nuclear reactor in western Japan that is generating electricity. The two reactors that are
still in operation in Japan, both located in eastern parts of the nation, are scheduled to be shut down soon
for regular maintenance.

If the current situation remains unchanged, Japan's power supply system will be left without a single
reactor operating in May.

But there has been no power shortage, with the supply-demand situation kept stable. As demand
for heating declines, there will be even more surplus power capacity.

During the nearly one year from the March 11 disaster last year, the public stance toward power
conservation has changed markedly, from a passive, "have-to" attitude to a willingness to rise to the
challenge. Such a positive attitude toward power-saving efforts is spreading among both businesses and
households across the nation. The past year has proved that saving electricity is the largest power source.
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To be sure, the power supply system is strained to meet demand, with old, once-mothballed thermal
power plants being operated to compensate for the loss of nuclear power generation capacity. It is also
undeniable that concerns about a power crunch are restricting economic activities.

Still, the efforts to reduce power consumption are not stalling the economy or causing serious confusion
in people's lives.

Rather, it is looking increasingly realistic to pursue a strategy designed to lay the foundation for
renewed economic growth by reforming economic and social systems through power saving.

This brings us to the question of whether Japan really needed to build as many as 54 nuclear reactors in
the first place.

Increasing feasibility of a nuclear-free society

In our editorial published in July last year, we laid out a vision of a society without nuclear power
generation. In that editorial, we said it would probably be possible for Japan to phase out nuclear power
generation in 20 to 30 years.

However, given the fact that peak demand in August last year was fulfilled with only 12 to 16 reactors
online, it now seems that vision could be realized far earlier.

Such new facts and assumptions about power supply and demand should lead to a fundamental change in
the thinking behind the government's nuclear power policy. That is, a shift from the idea of operating
reactors because they are safe to the principle of operating only the number of reactors really needed.
The focus of attention is now on the issue of restarting the No. 3 and No. 4 reactors of the Oi nuclear plant
in Fukui Prefecture, operated by Kansai Electric Power Co. The two reactors have been idled since they
were shut down for regular safety checks.

The Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) has examined "primary assessments” of the stress tests
on the two reactors submitted by the utility and declared the reports to be "appropriate.”

But the stress tests required by the government as a condition for putting idled reactors back online only
cover important equipment and facilities and don't assess the safety of an entire nuclear power plant.
These safety tests consider the risks of major earthquakes and tsunami but don't factor in the risks of
other possible accidents like fires.

The NISA's judgment that the assessments were "appropriate” doesn't guarantee the safety of the
facilities but only indicates that the calculations involved had been correct.

In making decisions on whether to restart a reactor, the top priority should be on ensuring that the safety
standards and disaster-prevention measures will be enhanced through efforts based on the lessons
learned from the Fukushima nuclear accident. It is also vital to establish a better crisis management
system to make sure that when an unexpected situation occurs effective second-best measures will be
taken to limit the damage.

This process, however, will take time. It will not be finished by the summer peak demand season. If it is
certain that there will be a power shortage this summer, some reactors will have to be reactivated
according to provisional safety standards.

But that should be allowed only when reliable demand and supply estimates that take account of possible
power supplies from other utilities and the effects of power-saving efforts have been presented.

Utilities' desire to crawl back to status quo
The power utilities’ campaign to warn the public about a power shortage following the accident at the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant has apparently been divorced from reality.

The companies responsible for power supply should, of course, guard against unpredictable troubles.

But many Japanese suspect that the power industry, for the sake of its own interests, is only trying to
restart one reactor after another, starting with the reactors at the Oi plant.



The utilities' argument for bringing idled reactors back online will cut little ice with the wary public as
long as they have such suspicions.

To win public support for resuming the operations of reactors, the government must at least declare that
only the minimum necessary number of reactors will be restarted even if it becomes clear that nuclear
power generation is indispensable for meeting power demand in this summer.

How many reactors will be restarted by summer? Or will there be none online? What kind of effects
would such a situation have on the nation's economy and society? How will electricity rates change in the
coming months?

Projections about these factors should be incorporated into the medium- and long-term road maps
toward a nuclear-free future.

What is important is the viewpoint of which reactors should be shut down, not the question of how to
restart halted reactors.

The first thing to do is to swiftly establish new nuclear safety standards and a framework of measures to
deal with crises and prevent disasters.

Then, it is necessary to classify the existing reactors according to their safety risks and decide which of
them should be scrapped.

In taking these steps, it is crucial to give sufficient consideration to the costs of disaster prevention and
evacuation measures, which have been disregarded for far too long.

There are some decisions that can be made immediately. They are the decisions to decommission aged
reactors. There are 19 reactors in Japan that have been in service for 30 or more years, including those at
the Fukushima No. 1 plant. And three of them are over 40 years old.

There is a strong case for shutting down such aged reactors before conducting detailed safety
inspections. This is an approach based on the so-called precautionary principle, which is given much
importance in Europe and some other parts of the world.

Facing up to the nuclear dangers

In its interim report, the government's investigative committee that has looked into the Fukushima
meltdown called for "a paradigm shift" in the policy efforts to prevent and deal with disasters.

That would require confronting the reality that nuclear power generation is inherently dangerous.

Until now, electric power companies, politicians and experts have all been overlooking this reality.

This attitude created the myth that nuclear power generation is safe. As a result, there had been no
constructive debate between the pro-nuclear and the anti-nuclear camps when the Fukushima disaster
took place.

To build national consensus on bringing the nation toward a future without atomic energy, it is
necessary to start a fresh policy debate by taking a hard look at the undeniable reality that nuclear
power generation is dangerous.

--The Asahi Shimbun, Feb. 27

What to do about nukes

March 7,2012



Editorial: Time to say goodbye to nuclear power
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120307p2a00m0Ona003000c.html

The illusion of nuclear power safety has been torn out by the root. The Fukushima nuclear disaster that
followed the great waves of March 11 last year made sure of that.

What, we wondered at the time, would happen if the reactor vessels exploded? How far would the
radioactive contamination spread? Even thinking of it now, nearly a year on, makes one feel crushed.
Economic concerns, however, have begun to wear down the fear of nuclear disaster. And so, as we
consider our nuclear power and energy policy's future, we must remember what the Fukushima No. 1
nuclear plant meltdowns have done to Japan, the pain of the people who have lost their hometowns, and
the radioactive contamination that will blight the landscape for decades to come.

Unfortunately, that it makes us so uneasy to think about this speaks volumes about the state of politics in
Japan.

First of all, the government has indeed begun to hammer out plans to reduce the country's dependence on
nuclear power, and there are no whisperings that this will be overturned. On the other hand, we have yet
to see an overall vision or process on how the government will evaluate the risks associated with nuclear
power and advance policy to decouple our economy from it.

And all the while, Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry Yukio Edano alludes to how important it is to
restart reactors now idled for regular maintenance. He says these restarts can only go ahead after
confirming the state of electricity supply and demand, reactor safety, and with local approval.
Nevertheless, we cannot accept the push for reactor restarts.

If the government is going to talk up the necessity of getting reactors back into operation, shouldn't it first
lay out a mid- to long-term plan to get Japan off nuclear power? The government must furthermore
analyze the risks of restarting reactors in this earthquake-prone country versus the risks of keeping them
shut down, and reveal to all of us exactly how many reactors must be put back online in the short term.

That is, not only must Japan move toward reducing nuclear power, the government must also rank the
various risks involved. Even if it's a given that all badly aging reactors and all reactors of the same model
as those at the Fukushima No. 1 plant must be shuttered, how are other risks to be evaluated? The very
criteria for making these decisions are straying off course, and that is a problem.

Following the lead of European nations, the government is implementing two-stage "stress tests" to check
reactor safety, and has decided to base reactor restarts on the results of the first stage. Already, the
industry ministry's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) has issued passing grades for the No. 3
and 4 reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear plant. Now, the government will try to win local
approval for the restart of the two reactors while reserving the final decision on putting them back in
operation for itself. There is, however, an element of the impossible in this.

First of all, the exact causes of the Fukushima No. 1 plant meltdowns have not yet been determined.
Furthermore, revisions to safety guarantee guidelines are still only half-way done, and distrust of both
NISA and the power companies -- which are at the core of the stress test evaluations -- remains strong. It
should also be pointed out that the European stress tests are designed to find weak points in individual
reactors, not to approve whole rosters of reactors for restart.

If the government is going to call for the restart of idled reactors, then temporary standards for approving
or failing them are needed. We believe that the results of the stress tests should be compared to determine
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the relative risks involved with each reactor, and that this should contribute to decisions on shutting them
down permanently.

The Fukushima crisis has also exposed the dangers of spent nuclear fuel pools. Unlike the reactor cores
themselves, the pools have very little covering them, meaning that massive amounts of radioactive
material can spew into the environment if the pool water disappears. That this did not happen with the
spent fuel pool at the Fukushima plant's No. 4 reactor building is simply luck.

There are well over 10,000 metric tons of spent uranium fuel rods at Japan's nuclear plants. Across the
globe, nuclear plant operators are now transitioning from "wet" storage in pools to "dry" storage methods
for spent fuel. These dry methods use natural air cooling systems, meaning no risk of disaster from a
liquid coolant failure. There are in fact dry storage facilities at the Fukushima No. 1 plant and at the Japan
Atomic Power Co.'s Tokai No. 2 nuclear power station. Authorities must quickly analyze what effect
earthquakes and tsunami could have on these dry systems and seriously consider implementing them.
Also on spent fuel, we strongly urge the Japanese government to put an end to its nuclear fuel cycle
program that -- if it ever emerged from the thicket of delays, malfunctions and cost overruns in which it
now finds itself entangled -- would reprocess spent fuel for reuse in specially designed "MOX" and
"pluthermal” reactors. Even if reprocessing went ahead and the "fast-breeder" reactors went online, the
technology, its safety and cost do not balance out.

According to a Japan Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) subcommittee report, considering the economic
impact and nuclear proliferation risks, over the next 20-30 years simply disposing of spent fuel would be
better than going ahead with the nuclear fuel cycle program. There is, therefore, absolutely no justification
for letting work at the Rokkasho reprocessing plant in Aomori Prefecture go on. Even now, Japan's
buildup of plutonium stocks has become a problem in terms of the risks of nuclear weapons proliferation.
The fuel reprocessing project is, however, also being used as the reason to rid nuclear plants of their
spent fuel rods. This positioning must be done away with, and the treatment of the rods included in an
overall rethink of nuclear energy policy.

It is necessary to instill the idea that those who benefit from nuclear power are responsible for dealing
with its byproducts, spent fuel rods chief among them. Knowing that not just the profits but the risks of
nuclear power belong to them, these parties will take a greater hand in the move to abandon it.

Meanwhile, the decommissioning of the Fukushima No. 1 plant will continue -- for decades. Building any
new plants has also been rendered effectively impossible. These circumstances have raised concerns over
where Japan's nuclear professionals will end up.

We believe, however, that this concern needs to be reframed. There are more than 430 nuclear reactors in
the world, and one by one they will all reach the end of their service lives. Regardless of the future paths of
nuclear policies around the world, there will be plenty of reactors that need to be shut down.

Of course the end of the Fukushima No. 1 reactors will be very different from a standard
decommissioning, but engineers will gain a lot of experience from the project. The development of robots
and remote control devices for Fukushima could become Japan's trump card in the global reactor
decommissioning business. Furthermore, we can turn Fukushima into a hub of nuclear research, including
in the nuclear safety, radioactive substance management and decontamination fields, and attract foreign
talent.

After more than 40 years of nuclear power generation in Japan or, to put it another way, more than 40
years of procrastination on what to do with nuclear waste, we are now faced with the problem of how to
get rid of it. This is yet another issue the government must make progress on.

Click here for the original Japanese story
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Most municipalities concerned

March 8, 2012

Survey: Most municipalities wary of nuclear plant
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120308_26.html

An NHK survey has found that nearly 80 percent of municipalities hosting or located near nuclear power
plants are wary about resuming operations at reactors that are oftline for regular inspections.

The survey covered 20 prefectures and 122 cities, towns and villages not in Fukushima Prefecture. Each
municipality is within 30 kilometers of a nuclear power plant.

Only 3 of the municipalities, or 2 percent, said they would give the go-ahead for resuming reactor
operations. 12 percent said they would eventually.

But 75 percent said they would not allow resumption for the time being or cannot yet decide, and 4
percent said they would never allow resumption.

The municipalities expressed concerns about the effectiveness of safety measures at the reactors, and
complained that the central government is not doing what it should.

Asked what's important in deciding on whether to restart reactors, 63 percent said a satisfactory
investigation into the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi plant almost a year ago. 59 percent cited

understanding by local residents, and 58 percent said new government safety regulations.

Only 17 percent cited stress testing, which the government views as a prerequisite for deciding whether

to resume reactor operations.

Only 2 of Japan's 54 nuclear reactors are now running, but are to be shut down by late April.

Mayors against nukes
Nearly 60 percent of mayors in disaster-hit areas want nuclear power stations
abolished

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120308p2a00m0na017000c.html
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Nearly 60 percent of the heads of local governments in areas hit by the March 11, 2011 triple disasters
have called for the abolition of nuclear power plants, according to a Mainichi survey.

The Mainichi Shimbun surveyed the mayors of 42 municipalities in Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima
prefectures affected by the disasters triggered by the Great East Japan Earthquake prior to the first
anniversary of the catastrophe.

In Fukushima Prefecture that hosts the crippled nuclear plant, 12 out of 15 mayors surveyed said all
nuclear reactors should be decommissioned, compared with eight in a survey conducted just six months
after the disasters.

Seven of the mayors of the Miyagi Prefecture municipalities called for the abolition of nuclear power
stations, jumping from one in the previous survey. Iwate Prefecture saw a slight decline from six to five.
The results show local communities in Iwate and Miyagi prefectures that are suffering from groundless
rumors about radiation contamination are also hoping for less dependence on nuclear energy.

Katsunobu Sakurai, mayor of Minamisoma, Fukushima Prefecture, seeks the total abolition of nuclear
plants in the long run because "it has become clear that the safety of residents and the environment is not
guaranteed.” Some areas of the city have been designated as either no-go zones or planned evacuation
Zones.

Norio Kanno, mayor of litate, Fukushima Prefecture, said, "If Japan declares it will seek economic growth
through nuclear power stations, the international community will turn its back on us."

On the other hand, Toshiami Watanabe, mayor of Okuma where part of the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant
is situated, pointed to the need of such power stations.

"It's difficult to secure substitute energy sources if all the nuclear power stations in Japan are stopped,” he
said. "The minimum necessary plants should be retained while safety regulations are stiffened."

Yoshiaki Suda, mayor of Onagawa, home to the Onagawa nuclear plant, urged the government and
businesses to step up efforts to develop substitute energy sources while reactivating nuclear power
stations for as long as it is possible.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Fukushima Governor on nukes and renewables

One year on, Fukushima governor vows to replace atomic power with green energy
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120308p2a00m0na009000c.html

Nearly one year after the outbreak of Japan's worst nuclear disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear
Power Plant, Fukushima Gov. Yuhei Sato has said he will strive to rebuild the disaster-stricken prefecture
swiftly to help local residents return home, nurture new industries to revitalize the badly-damaged local
economy, and promote renewable energy to replace nuclear power generation.

The Mainichi interviewed Gov. Sato ahead of the first anniversary of the March 11, 2011, triple disasters.
The following are key questions and answers in the interview:

Question: Looking back on the past year, what do you think now?
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Answer: Many residents of Fukushima Prefecture had to evacuate in and out of the prefecture and they
have been going through a lot of hardships. We must take steps to help them return home as soon as
possible. Setting this year as the "year of restoration,” we crafted a plan for Fukushima Prefecture last
December. Although [ want to bring back the beauty of Fukushima, whenever I go to Tokyo, I have a
feeling that public awareness of the nuclear disaster is diminishing. [ want the people of Japan and the
people of the world to share the nuclear accident with us and not forget it.

Q: Among reconstruction efforts, what would you give priority to?

A: One of the pillars of the reconstruction plan is to ensure residents can "live their lives with a sense of
security." We will try to restore the environment by decontaminating and providing health care in
particular. Secondly, we will ensure they can "work in their hometowns." While revitalizing the
agriculture, forestry and fisheries industries as well as smaller businesses, we want to create new
industries to create jobs.

Q: You have decided to seek the decommissioning of all reactors in Fukushima Prefecture, but how would
you nurture an energy industry alternative to nuclear power generation?

A: As the entire prefecture was battered by the accident, we must introduce industries that can play a
leading role in a new era. One of them is renewable energy. We want to turn the prefecture into a cutting-
edge region by making the most of regional resources such as hydraulic power, wind power, solar light
and biomass.

Q: How would you protect the health of residents of Fukushima Prefecture, particularly children?
Answer: We will conduct health-care inquiries to properly keep track of the health of the residents of the
prefecture over a long period of time. Aiming to turn Fukushima into the safest prefecture in Japan where
parents can raise their children, we will have our own measures to provide medical care to people aged up
to 18 for free.

Q: What measures are you planning to take to restore consumer confidence in agricultural products?

A: Because the most important thing is to have people understand Fukushima correctly, we will flawlessly
send information on mid-space levels of radiation and radiation levels of agricultural and marine
products. We will inspect all bags of rice and ensure product control from transplanting of rice seedlings
through harvesting, and we will provide consumers with information on the traceability of rice in an easy
to understand manner. We will do our best, and we will make only safe rice available to consumers.

Q: Talks on building a temporary storage facility for contaminated soil have stalled so far. What are you
going to do about this?

A: 1 believe a temporary storage facility will play an important role in efforts to decontaminate. But we
have to handle it while fully listening to the opinions of local municipalities concerned.

Q: Is there anything you want the central government to do?

A: Long and tenacious efforts are needed to complete restoration from the nuclear disaster. I want the
central government to deal with it with on-the-spot sensitivity and enact a bill on Special Measures for
Fukushima Reconstruction and Revitalization, which is vital for the reconstruction of Fukushima. In order
to prevent people from forgetting the nuclear disaster and to have the general public and government
officials concerned share awareness about the disaster with us, I think it is important for Fukushima
Prefecture to dispatch information and have these officials visit Fukushima.

Edvard Munch : "The scream” and nukes

March 8, 2012
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Can 'The Scream’ painting warn future generations of radioactive waste risks?
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120308p2a00m0Ona001000c.html

Norwegian painter Edvard Munch's "The Scream," which depicts a man covering his ears and opening his
mouth against the backdrop of the red sky, is so impressive that those who see the work once will never
forget it. The artist drew four pictures with the same composition.

Sotheby's has announced that it will auction off one of the works in May. Since the painting is so well
known to the world, rumors that the successful bid will be over 6 billion yen should not be dismissed.
One of the four paintings was stolen from a museum in 2004. Even though it was subsequently recovered,
how the work was stolen is shrouded in mystery.

"The Scream" reminds many people of "Into Eternity," a documentary film whose Japanese title is
"Jumannen-go-no Anzen" (Safety 100,000 years later). The work depicts the Onkalo final disposal site for
spent nuclear fuel from nuclear power plants, which is under construction on the island of Olkiluoto,
Finland. It is a repository to be built in solid bedrock by digging an underground tunnel.

The biggest problem is that it will take 100,000 years before radioactive waste becomes harmless. Homo
Neanderthalensis still existed 100,000 years ago, and mysterious dwarfs reportedly inhabited Indonesia
more than 10,000 years ago. Many people wonder how to inform future human species of the risks that
Onkalo will pose. It was subsequently proposed to use Munch's "The Scream" to that end.
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This photo provided by Sotheby's shows "The Scream" by Norwegian painter Edvard Munch.(AP
Photo/Sotheby's)

However, one cannot help but wonder whether the work can really warn future species, who may not
understand our languages, of the danger.

The Japanese government is now holding a debate on how to deal with spent nuclear fuel, with particular
attention focused on what to do with a nuclear fuel recycling project that it has promoted as part of its key
energy policy.

However, radioactive waste will remain regardless of whether it is reprocessed or not. In other words,
Japan has no choice but to build a final disposal site for such toxic waste.

How can we inform mankind some 100,000 years into the future of the existence of radioactive waste?
Discussions on the issue have yet to begin while we are aware of risks posed by radiation that leaked from
the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant. ("Yoroku," a front-page column in the Mainichi
Shimbun)

Click here for the original Japanese story

Less nukes

March 9, 2012

Japan should decrease dependence on nuclear power instead of trying to

reactivate reactors
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120309p2a00m0na002000c.html

The government's pledge to decrease Japan's reliance on nuclear power plants following the outbreak of
the disaster at the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant is hardly mentioned in today's
political world.

In his policy speech at the outset of the ongoing Diet session, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, who
appears to be preoccupied with raising the 5 percent consumption tax, did not show strong enthusiasm
for decreasing Japan's dependence on nuclear plants.

This is despite the fact that following the outbreak of the nuclear disaster, then Prime Minister Naoto Kan
declared that he would seek to decrease Japan's reliance on nuclear power and Noda has promised to take
over that policy.

An opinion poll that the Mainichi Shimbun has conducted shows that over 70 percent of the public are in
favor of relying less on nuclear power. Therefore, the government has a responsibility to show specific
ways to achieve this goal, such as the development of alternative energy sources.

Another survey that the Mainichi conducted on the mayors of municipalities situated within 30
kilometers from the crippled nuclear plant in February has produced interesting results. Over half -- or 57
percent -- of the mayors surveyed support the resumption of operations at nuclear power stations
stopped for regular inspections with some conditions attached.
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Still, 76 percent of them said they are in favor of less reliance on nuclear energy. Even the mayors of some
municipalities that host nuclear plants and have received subsidies from the national government in
return called for a decrease in the country's dependence on nuclear plants.

One of them, Hideo Kishimoto, mayor of the Saga Prefecture town of Genkai, which hosts Kyushu Electric
Power Co.'s Genkai Nuclear Power Plant, said in the survey, "Japan should decrease its reliance on nuclear
power while going ahead with the technological development of renewable energy."

A total of 60 percent of the people surveyed by the Mainichi in September 2011 said that the number of
nuclear power stations should be decreased on a step-by-step basis over a long period of time. The figure
rises to 72 percent if those who call for an early suspension of operations at nuclear plants are included. A
majority of the Japanese public share the hope that nuclear plants should be decreased in the long run.
Until the outbreak of the Fukushima nuclear crisis in March last year, | had believed, as a journalist who
had covered issues relating to nuclear energy for many years, that nuclear power stations were
indispensable for Japan, which is poor in natural resources.

[ coolly responded when Germany shifted its policy toward getting rid of nuclear power plants in the late
1990s, believing that "it is possible because European countries can buy power from neighboring
countries when they are short of power." Above all, I did not think that a catastrophic accident would ever
happen at any nuclear power station in Japan.

However, my thoughts changed drastically as I observed irreparable damage to the Fukushima No. 1
nuclear plant and local communities through my coverage of the ongoing crisis.

Nuclear power should be deemed as faulty technology as two extremely serious accidents occurred -- one
at Chernobyl in 1986 and the other at Fukushima in 2011 -- and devastated local communities less than
about a half century since nuclear plants were first put into commercial use.

Aging and dangerous reactors should be shut down first, and then all Japan's nuclear plants should be
abolished in the long run.

However, as many mayors pointed out in the Mainichi survey last month, it is indispensable to secure
substitute energy sources to make up for a decrease in Japan's reliance on nuclear power. A shortage of
electric power is a serious blow particularly to the socially vulnerable.

Following the outbreak of the crisis, escalators at railway stations and traffic lights stopped in the Tokyo
metropolitan area because of efforts to save electric power consumption and rolling power blackouts
occurred, causing trouble to the elderly and physically handicapped. If companies are forced to downsize
their operations due to power shortages, non-regular workers will be the first to lose their jobs.
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The government, which has pledged to reduce Japan's reliance on nuclear power, should shift its energy
policy toward developing renewable energy and energy-saving technologies. Moreover, it should clearly
show how many years it will take before all nuclear plants are decommissioned as well as how electric
power can be secured and what kind of lifestyles members of the public should adopt until that goal is
achieved.

However, the government appears to be hastily trying to reactivate nuclear reactors that have been
suspended for regular inspections.

Currently, only two nuclear reactors are in operation in Japan, and all the nation's 54 reactors will have
been stopped by as early as mid-May if none of those suspended for regular inspections are reactivated.
As a precondition for resuming operations at nuclear reactors, the government demands that safety
evaluations clearly show how far they can withstand larger than anticipated earthquakes and tsunami.

The government appears desperate. "Unless nuclear reactors are reactivated, it'll be inevitable that
electric power charges will rise drastically,” warns Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Yukio Edano.

Professor Hitoshi Yoshioka, vice president of Kyushu University who is an expert in nuclear power policy,
says, "It's only natural that a majority of the members of the public are in favor of decreasing the country's
reliance on nuclear energy for electricity supply, considering the massive damage caused by the nuclear
crisis to Fukushima. Regardless of what kind of policy the government adopts, no progress can be made
on any policy based on the promotion of nuclear power."

Tatsuya Murakami, mayor of the Ibaraki Prefecture village of Tokai that hosts many nuclear facilities
including a nuclear power plant, criticized the government and the power industry for lacking a sense of
responsibility for the nuclear disaster.

"The Fukushima nuclear crisis is deep-rooted in Japan's distorted energy policy. The government and the
nuclear industry do not appear to feel a sense of responsibility toward those who have lost their
hometowns to the crisis,” Murakami said in response to the Mainichi survey.

The government will adopt its new energy policy at the Energy and Environment Council comprised of
Cabinet ministers concerned by this coming summer. One cannot help but wonder how the prime minister
will respond to these opinions voiced by communities that host nuclear power stations, as well as
members of the general public. The government's attempt to hastily reactivate nuclear reactors without
clearly showing a path toward decreasing Japan's reliance on nuclear power stations runs counter to the
will of the public. ("As I see it" by Taku Nishikawa, Tokyo Science and Environment News Department)
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Renewable energy for Fukushima

March 11, 2012

ONE YEAR AFTER THE DISASTER / New energy in Fukushima / Projects

under way to replace mainstay of N-power generation

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120310003793.htm

Plans are under way to build electric power plants in Fukushima Prefecture that draw on new energy
resources, to replace the nuclear power generation that has supported the regional economy.

In Minami-Soma, Fukushima Prefecture, efforts are under way to build a solar power plant in rice
paddies. The project is led by Eiju Hangai, a native of the city and a former employee of Tokyo Electric
Power Co.

"I caused trouble for my home prefecture. I want to transform the Hamadori region into a place of
renewable energy sources," Hangai said.

Hangai, 58, was an executive officer at TEPCO, in charge of such operations as refurbishing condominiums
and nursing care services. He left the company in June 2010.

His parents' home is inside the no-entry zone around TEPCO's crippled Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power
plant, and his 78-year-old mother, Kumi, now lives with his younger sister in Tokyo.

After the Great East Japan Earthquake, Hangai drove a two-ton truck from his home in Tokyo and
transported aid goods, such as winter clothes, to a gym in Minami-Soma.

At the gym, a female evacuee told him with an icy gaze: "TEPCO did a terrible thing. I worry about the
future of children here."

With mixed feelings of being both a victim and also a perpetrator, Hangai established the Fukushima
Fukko Solar company in September. It plans to set up solar power generation panels with output capacity
of 500 kilowatts and sell the electric power to Tohoku Electric Power Co. and other firms.

The company is likely to secure 200 million yen through other companies' financial cooperation and
government subsidies, and plans to start operations in spring next year.

There is a also plan to build huge wind power generators in the sea several kilometers off the Fukushima
nuclear power plant.

University of Tokyo Prof. Takeshi Ishihara is conducting a study with 10 Japanese and foreign companies,
including Marubeni Corp., the university and the Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry, in a joint project
by the public sector, private companies and academic circles.

The plan calls for setting up wind turbines that are 200 meters tall--as tall as skyscrapers--on shiplike
floating bases at sea. The floating bases will be anchored to the seabed.

Participants plan to build about 140 of the power generators and produce a total of 1 million kilowatts--
equivalent to that of a nuclear reactor--by about fiscal 2020.

If realized, it is estimated the project and related works, such as the production of parts, will create about
5,000 jobs.

Use of new energy resources is also expected to resolve the problem of the massive amount of debris that
together with the nuclear disaster has hindered reconstruction work.
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Makoto Suzuki, 51, runs a biomass power generation plant in Murayama, Yamagata Prefecture. He has
accepted wooden debris from the disaster-struck Sanriku region and used it to fuel power generation
since July.

For fuel, biomass power generation uses wood, leftover agricultural products, livestock excretions and
other materials stemming from animals, or gas made from these materials.

Wooden biomass can effectively utilize timber from forest thinning and scrap wood, and the resources
can be recycled repeatedly by growing new plants.

Usually, the plant uses branches cut from cheery trees during harvesting as fuel.

Suzuki visited a sports ground in Kesennuma, Miyagi Prefecture, a month after the disaster and saw piles
of debris there about 10 meters high. The debris contained scrap wood from destroyed houses, metal,
vinyl, and stone. He felt it would be impossible for the afflicted communities to dispose of all of the debris
on their own.

Burning the debris in the power generators carries the risk of radioactive substances.

Suzuki has measured radiation levels each time he burns debris. He and the Murayama city government
cooperated in explaining to local residents that the radiation levels of the debris were not higher than
those in wood collected inside Yamagata Prefecture.

After explaining repeatedly, Suzuki finally was able to use the debris as fuel.

"I'll continue to accept [debris] until the disaster-hit areas are cleared," he said.

Unlike nuclear power generation, it is difficult for new energy resources to cover most electricity demand.
But various attempts are under way in many disaster-hit locations, aimed at creating industries and jobs.

A new clean Fukushima

March 12, 2012

Fukushima issues declaration to promote renewable energy

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/national/archive/news/2012/03/12/20120312p2g00m0dm068000c.
html

FUKUSHIMA (Kyodo) -- On the first anniversary of the March 11 earthquake and tsunami that triggered
the disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, the governor of Fukushima Prefecture on
Sunday called for terminating nuclear power and promoting the use of renewable energy.

"Fukushima aims to create a society that enjoys sustainable development by promoting renewable energy
and not depending on nuclear power," read the "Fukushima Declaration," unveiled by Fukushima Gov.
Yuhei Sato at a symposium in Fukushima city concerning the revival of the prefecture from the March
disasters.
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"We will call for all nuclear power stations in the prefecture to be shut down so that an accident like this
never happens again," said the declaration signed by Sato, referring to the crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear plant.

The symposium was held following a ceremony organized by the prefectural government to mark one
year since the disasters. To spread the message to the world, an English version of the declaration was
posted on the prefecture's official website.

"We will create once again a beautiful Fukushima. We will build a dynamic and vibrant Fukushima. We
will show the world and pass down to future generations Fukushima's revitalization process," it said.

Anti-nukes demonstrations in Japan too

March 12, 2012

Antinuclear protests held across Japan on anniversary of disaster
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120312p2g00m0dm069000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Antinuclear protesters took to the streets in Tokyo and elsewhere in Japan on Sunday,
the one-year anniversary of the massive earthquake and tsunami which triggered the nuclear crisis at the
Fukushima Daiichi power plant.

Near the head office of Tokyo Electric Power Co., the operator of the crippled Fukushima complex,
demonstrators called for the country to abandon nuclear power generation and restore Fukushima
Prefecture, where more than 100,000 residents were forced to relocate.

Some 16,000 people attended an antinuclear gathering in the city of Koriyama in Fukushima and rallied
in the city, calling for scrapping all nuclear reactors in Japan. The country has 54 commercial nuclear
reactors, which provided a third of Japan's electric power prior to the Fukushima plant disaster.

In Shizuoka Prefecture in central Japan, about 1,100 people gathered to call for scrapping Chubu Electric
Power Co.'s nuclear reactors at its Hamaoka power plant. Those reactors were halted last May after then
prime minister Naoto Kan asked the utility to suspend their operation due to concern about a powerful
quake in that area of Shizuoka Prefecture.

About 1,200 people including members of antinuclear citizens' groups marched in the city of Tsuruga,
Fukui Prefecture, which hosts the prototype fast-breeder reactor Monju and Kansai Electric Power Co.'s
nuclear reactors.
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They voiced objection to restarting two of the reactors at Kansai Electric's Oi power plant in the
prefecture after the country's nuclear safety agency approved results of safety tests conducted on the
reactors idled for a regular checkup and left a final decision on whether to restart them to the government

of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda.

"What we need to do, after witnessing how tragic Tokyo Electric's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant
accident is, is to build a society which does not rely on nuclear plants,” said Fujio Yamamoto, who leads a

group which organized the protest.
Similar protests were also held in other prefectures which host nuclear power plants or related facilities,

including Saga and Aomori.

In the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, atomic bomb survivors took part in antinuclear protests and
urged the country to stop relying on nuclear power.

Tsuruga no.1 reactor is 42

March 14, 2012

Japan's oldest reactor marks 42nd anniv., resumption unforeseen

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120314p2g00m0dm017000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Japan's oldest commercial nuclear reactor reached its 42nd anniversary Wednesday, at
a time when the government has proposed limiting the service life of nuclear reactors at 40 years in the
wake of the nuclear accident at the Fukushima complex.

The No. 1 reactor of the Tsuruga nuclear plant in Tsuruga, Fukui Prefecture, operated by Japan Atomic
Power Co., commenced its operational life on March 14, 1970, to distribute electricity mainly to western
Japan, including the Kansai area surrounding Osaka.

While it has been idled since Jan. 26 last year for a 14-month regular checkup, it remains unclear when, or
if, it will be reactivated in the face of the disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant and the

government's proposed 40-year limit.
Moreover, an active fault was detected under the premises of the Tsuruga plant, stirring concerns of a

magnitude 7.4-level earthquake.
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Tsuruga Mayor Kazuharu Kawase indicated the reactor should be reactivated once its safety is confirmed,
arguing the government's 40-year proposal "is logically invalid."

Opposing this view, Tetsuen Nakajima, an antinuclear activist in Fukui, said, "It remains unclear how the
aging affected the troubled reactors at the Fukushima complex. Degraded reactors should be
decommissioned in succession before they cause catastrophic situations."

In Fukui Prefecture, the No. 2 reactor at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Mihama nuclear plant will turn 40 in
July and its No. 1 reactor will have been operated for 42 years in November.

Another five reactors in the prefecture have already been operated for more than 30 years.
(Mainichi Japan) March 14, 2012

Older nuclear plants pose safety challenge: IAEA
By Fredrik Dahl
VIENNA | Tue Mar 13, 2012 6:48am EDT - http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/13/us-nuclear-
safety-iaea-idUSBRE82C01Q20120313
(Reuters) - Eighty percent of the world's nuclear power plants are more than 20 years old, raising safety
concerns, a draft U.N. report says a year after Japan's Fukushima disaster.

Many operators have begun programs, or expressed their intention, to run reactors beyond their planned
design lifetimes, said the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) document which has not yet been
made public.

"There are growing expectations that older nuclear reactors should meet enhanced safety
objectives, closer to that of recent or future reactor designs," the Vienna-based U.N. agency's annual
Nuclear Safety Review said.

"There is a concern about the ability of the ageing nuclear fleet to fulfill these expectations."

The Fukushima tragedy was triggered on March 11, 2011, when an earthquake unleashed a tsunami that
left 19,000 people dead or missing. It also smashed into the coastal power plant causing a series of
catastrophic failures at the facility.

Images of the stricken plant shook public confidence in nuclear power and forced the nuclear industry to
launch a campaign to defend its safety record.

[AEA Director General Yukiya Amano told Reuters last week that nuclear power is now safer than it was a
year ago. The report said the "operational level of NPP (nuclear power plant) safety around the world
remains high".

It cited steady improvements in terms of unplanned reactor shutdowns in recent years.

But the 56-page IAEA document also highlighted an ageing nuclear fleet, with eighty percent of the 435
facilities more than two decades old at the end of last year.

This "could impact safety and their ability to meet member states' energy requirements in an economical
and efficient manner”, said the report, which has been submitted to IAEA member states but not yet

finalized.
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Operators and regulators opting for so-called long term operation "must thoroughly analyze the safety
aspects related to the ageing of 'irreplaceable’ key components”, it added.

LESSONS LEARNT?

About 70 percent of the world's 254 research reactors have been in operation for more than 30
years "with many of them exceeding their original design life," it said.

The document was debated by the IAEA's 35-nation governing board last week, almost exactly a year
after the world's worst nuclear accident in 25 years.

Last year's tsunami overwhelmed Fukushima on Japan's northeast coast, knocking out critical power
supplies that resulted in a nuclear meltdown and the release of radiation.

The reactors were stabilized by December, but high radiation levels hamper a cleanup that is expected to
take decades.

The crisis sparked a rethink about nuclear power and countries such as Germany, Italy and Switzerland
have decided to phase out their reactors.

But other states, for example fast-growing China and India, continue to look to nuclear energy to meet
their growing energy needs, the IAEA report said, adding that some "are even accelerating their nuclear
energy programs".

France is building its first "advanced" reactor and Russia is seeking to double its nuclear energy output by
2020, it said.

"All countries that are using nuclear power are much more serious about nuclear safety,” Amano said last
week. But environmental group Greenpeace said no "real lessons" appeared to have been learnt from
Fukushima.

Still waiting to decide

Akiyoshi Hatamoto and Noriko Hara / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120314006042.htm
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Local governments and residents who rely on income tied to the operation of Kansai Electric Power Co.'s
Oi nuclear power plant are hoping that the central government will formally request that the plant restart
reactors Nos. 3 and 4, despite lingering safety concerns.

"My true feeling is that [ want their [the reactors'] safety to be confirmed and for them to get restarted,"
said a member of the Oi town assembly in Fukui Prefecture.

There are four reactors--Oi Nos. 1 to 4--in the town. For many of the 8,800 town residents, the plant is
closely linked to their daily lives. One resident said, "Most of us have a family member or a relative who
has a job related to the operation of the nuclear plant.”

Plant-related revenues, including the fixed assets tax, come to 6.3 billion yen, which accounts for 60
percent of the town government's general budget of 10.8 billion yen for fiscal 2012.

According to the Hello Work Obama, in Obama, which has the town of Oi under its jurisdiction, there were
284 new job offers in January, down 29 percent from a year earlier. This shows the impact that the
protracted suspension of the plant is having.

This situation is similar across much of Fukui Prefecture, which hosts 13 reactors --the largest number of
any prefecture.

In a prefectural government survey of 168 companies in Fukui about the effects of the reactors’
suspension, 45 percent said said they were "already affected” by the closures, and another 45 percent said
they will be "affected in the future.”
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But local governments and residents are concerned that they will be criticized for prioritizing economic
benefits over safety concerns if they become the first to call for the plant's reopening.

In July, then Prime Minister Naoto Kan overruled Hideo Kishimoto, the town head of Genkai, Saga
Prefecture, who had approved the resumption of operations of Kyushu Electric Power Co.'s Genkai nuclear
power plant. The central government's order to perform stress tests on the plant instead of restarting it
was probably in the thoughts of local governments that host nuclear plants.

0i Mayor Shinobu Tokioka has been calling for the central government to clarify the state's responsibility.
If Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and three ministers concerned decide that nuclear power is necessary,
Tokioka wants them to explain the need of nuclear power to his local government and residents.

The Cabinet Office's Nuclear Safety Commission has effectively given the go-ahead for the reopening of
the Oi reactors, which means the local government and residents are eagerly awaiting a decision by Noda
and the ministers, as well as their explanations to the public.

Mixed sentiment
Shikoku Electric Power Co.'s Ikata No. 3 nuclear reactor is likely to be the next plant to resume operation,
if the Oi plant gets the green light.

The Aichi prefectural branch of Ul Zensen--the Japanese Federation of Textile, Chemical, Food,
Commercial, Service and General Workers' Unions--asked Ehime Gov. Tokihiro Nakamura last December
to prevent the three reactors at the Ikata plant from going offline at the same time.

But the reactors stopped operating in January, raising concerns that the job situation will worsen.

"Considering concern over possible power shortages this summer, we are calling on the government to
ensure the reactors resume operation as soon as they pass government procedures,” said Yoshihiko
Takemori, chief of the Ehime prefectural branch.

Only two of the nation's 54 nuclear reactors--Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Kashiwazaki-Kariwa No. 6
reactor and Hokkaido Electric Power Co.'s Tomari No. 3 reactor--are still operating. The sentiment among
nearby residents and the local governments hosting the two reactors is mixed.

"We cannot judge the plant's safety unless there is clarity on the causes of the accidents at Fukushima No.
1 nuclear plant,” said Niigata Gov. Hirohiko Izumida, whose prefecture hosts the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa
plant.

Last month, while TEPCO President Toshio Nishizawa was visiting the area, the village head of Kariwa,
Hiroo Shinada, requested that the utility returns to the principle of "generating electricity only on the
basis of assured safety."

For Tomari, Hokkaido, nuclear plant-related tax revenues accounts for 97 percent of its initial budget for
fiscal 2011. Tomari Mayor Hiroomi Makino wants the two suspended reactors at the plant to be reopened,
and told a village assembly session on Monday, "We want the resumption of operations at the reactors if
they are [confirmed] safe on the basis of the guidelines and standards of the central government."

Pressure to restart

March 15, 2012
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Approval seen for Oi nuclear plant test results
The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120314006627.htm
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The Cabinet Office's Nuclear Safety Commission is expected to approve documents on the first-stage
stress tests on the safety of nuclear reactors at the Oi nuclear power plant as early as next week.

The commission completed examining the documents, which the Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry's
Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) had earlier judged proper, on Tuesday.

Haruki Madarame, chairman of the commission, said, "There were no problems in the way [the agency
has] examined the documents" of the first-stage stress tests on the Nos. 3 and 4 reactors at the Kansai
Electric Power Co. plant in Fukui Prefecture.

In response, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and three relevant Cabinet ministers will meet by the end of
this month to judge whether the nuclear reactors should be reactivated. If they agree on reactivating the
reactors, the government will offer explanations to relevant local governments and residents.

One year after the start of the crisis at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant,
the issue of whether idled nuclear reactors will be reactivated has entered a new phase.

The verification of the first-stage stress test results was part of procedures for reactivating idled nuclear
reactors under a policy the government presented in July last year.

In checking NISA's examination documents, the Nuclear Safety Commission's panel of experts conducted
hearings at which it heard from representatives of NISA and KEPCO.

After the panel's fifth meeting Tuesday, Madarame said, "The panel has finished hearings on NISA, so it's
time to compile a conclusion by the panel's five members."

Madarame reiterated his long-held view that the safety evaluation was insufficient even though he said he
would approve the first-stage results.

"We'll comprehensively make a decision on [nuclear reactor] safety based on results of both first- and
second-stage stress test results,” he said.

Therefore, the commission plans to ask regulators to evaluate plans for the measures to be taken if
reactor cores are damaged, a point not covered in the first-stage test.

Stress tests are for checking whether nuclear reactors and plants would be safe if struck by an earthquake
and tsunami exceeding previously assumed scales.

The tests have two stages. The first-stage tests, which cover reactors idled for regular inspections,
examine how much they can withstand before the cores of the reactors would be damaged.
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The second-stage tests are to cover all nuclear reactors and examine them comprehensively, including

measures to be taken after the tests.
Concerning the Nos. 3 and 4 reactors of the Oi plant, NISA checked KEPCO's first-stage test results
evaluation and concluded Feb. 8 that an accident similar to that at the Fukushima plant would not occur

even if a tsunami of the same scale hit the plant.
The International Atomic Energy Agency has approved NISA's screening method.

The Fukui prefectural government has demanded the government set tentative safety standards based on
the lessons from the nuclear accident in addition to the stress tests.

On Feb. 16, NISA drew up a 30-point set of safety measures, including multiple sources of emergency
electrical power and the installation of vents with filters to reduce pressure inside nuclear reactors’

containment vessels.

The government will expedite efforts to devise new safety standards based on the NISA proposal and
offer explanations to local governments and residents.

Will the "antinuclear winds" be strong enough ?

March 15, 2012

The future of nuclear industry-dependent towns is now
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120315p2a00m0Ona011000c.html

There are 14 nuclear reactors on the shores of Wakasa Bay in Fukui Prefecture, the largest concentration
in the country. Until Feb. 21, when the last of the 14 reactors still running was shut down for regular
maintenance, this clutch of reactors supplied half the electricity used by the entire Kansai region.

Across Japan, the anti-nuclear winds are blowing strong. In the areas around the plants themselves,
however, there are equally vehement voices calling for the continuation of nuclear power. Meanwhile,
anti-nuclear citizens' groups near the power stations have begun to hunt for a "realistic route" to a post-
nuclear power economy in their communities.

However, if we see the pro-nuclear faction as simple "nuclear money" addicts, hungry for the jobs and
subsidies that come with hosting a plant, then all useful discussion on the issue comes to a grinding halt.

29


http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120315p2a00m0na011000c.html

[ was dispatched to the Wakasa Bay area in late March 2011, soon after the Great East Japan Earthquake
and tsunami and the ensuing meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant. What I want people to
understand about this debate is that, behind local calls for nuclear power's continuation are deep
misgivings over the future of the community. In fact, it is hard for many of these people to see any future
atall.

Some 10 kilometers from the center of Mihama, Fukui Prefecture, and 1 kilometer from Kansai Electric
Power Co.'s Mihama nuclear plant, is the district of Takenami, home to a cluster of guest houses
frequented mostly by plant workers. When I first visited the area, I was taken aback by how close the
Miyama plant's three reactors were, their looming bulk weighing down the landscape between the homes
and the sea.

"Nuclear workers come and stay at the guest houses, and young people were employed by the power
company,” says one 75-year-old local farmer. "This place used to be a backwater, but thanks to the nuclear
plant it really developed.”

Until I took up my position in Fukui Prefecture, | had always seen communities around power stations as
just getting fat off nuclear money. Certainly, the nuclear subsidies for Mihama have made an enormous
difference to the town's finances, perhaps best represented by its new, 2.7 billion yen town hall.

Mihama's Takenami district, however, does not look like it has seen much of that supposed river of
nuclear cash. The two-lane prefectural road linking the district to the center of town is often cut by
landslides. The community center designated a temporary shelter in case of a nuclear accident is the
district's only reinforced concrete building, but it is beginning to show its age, and has also never been
earthquake-proofed. Many of the locals are elderly, and the district looks no different than any other
sparsely populated rural area. The population of Mihama as a whole has dropped by about 20 percent
over the last 40 years.

So, has the nuclear plant actually helped Mihama develop?
"It's true the population has fallen," says the 75-year-old farmer. "So I have to admit I've wondered
whether the plant really gave us explosive advantages."

In January this year, the central government laid down a 40-year maximum service life for nuclear
reactors. If this limit is strictly applied, the Mihama plant's three reactors will all be shuttered within five
years. For a town benefiting so much from nuclear industry-related subsidies and employment, this would
mean a complete shift in the very nature of Mihama's existence. However, the town has yet to stir itself in
search of an alternative future, and local calls for the continuation of nuclear power roll on unchanged.

At a January meeting between local residents and Kansai Electric representatives, Mihama residents
expressed mixed feelings about nuclear power in the wake of the Fukushima meltdowns.
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"We're worried about nuclear energy, but at the same time we're worried about losing it," some said. The
Fukushima nuclear disaster spread radioactive materials far and wide, contaminating fields and doing
severe damage to the agricultural sector. The farming representative in the local delegation expressed
deep misgivings over the dangers of nuclear power, but at the same time, "Mihama's farms earn very little
income, and about 30 percent of farming family members work at the plants. So we hope very much that
the reactors will go back on-line," he said.

Currently, petitions against nuclear energy are proliferating across Japan's urban centers, and millions of
signatures have been collected so far. Anti-nuclear activism in local areas, however, has been much
weaker. When I asked people in around Mihama about the issue, many told me that "nuclear power is
scary, but [ have family and neighbors working in nuclear-related jobs, so it's difficult for me to say I'm for
abandoning nuclear energy."

The No. 1 reactor at the Mihama plant is just over 40 years old, and in that time nuclear power has
become deeply entwined with the lives and livelihoods of the townspeople. Even if Japan gives up on
nuclear power generation, neither the plant buildings themselves nor the locals' connections to the
industry will disappear overnight. Then there is all that spent nuclear fuel still stored at the facilities. The
gap in sentiment about nuclear power between cities and the countryside is growing ever wider.

Teruyuki Matsushita, 63, head of the local anti-nuclear group "Mori to kurasu donguri club," has begun a
serious look at what route the town might take if nuclear power came to an end. He is in consultation with
experts on initiatives to connect local employment with keeping spent nuclear fuel in the town for the
next 20 to 30 years, without expanding nuclear facilities. He plans to have proposals ready for submission
to the mayor by May this year.

For Matsushita, who has been pointing out the dangers of nuclear power for many years, this was a bitter
choice to make, and he has taken plenty of flak from other anti-nuclear activists for moving in this
direction. However, "what will happen to the town if nuclear power just disappears," he says. "If we
propose a concrete and realistic policy for alternatives to the nuclear industry, we should be able to ease
the region into something different."

We can all see the dangers of nuclear power clearly now, after the Fukushima meltdowns. This year,
Japan will engage in a national debate over the next step to be taken in the country's decades-long dance
with nuclear energy. A concrete vision of the future of local areas now dependent on nuclear power must
be a part of that debate. If we can hammer out that vision, then we can deal with the needs of both sides of
the issue -- the local areas hosting nuclear plants and the electricity-consuming urban areas that were the
raison d'etre for the plants themselves -- in the same arena. If we can do that, then surely the debate on
Japan's energy future will get that much easier. (By Mirai Nagira, Tsuruga correspondent)
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Listen to the people ?

March 19, 2012

Local govts have duty to air residents’ wishes

Takaaki Suzuki / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writer
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120318002709.html

Local governments grappling with the issue of whether to resume idled nuclear reactors are in a bind.
Many municipalities had been expecting the central government to show leadership in deciding on the
merits--or otherwise--of restarting nuclear reactors. But until recently, it was unclear whether the central
government would decide to restart suspended reactors prior to gaining the consent of local governments

concerned.

While local governments have the most to gain--or lose--from nuclear plants, they also have a
responsibility to convey the feelings of their residents to powers higher up the chain.

However, the government indicated this month that it would make a final decision on reactivating the No.
3 and 4 reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture after Prime Minister
Yoshihiko Noda and three relevant Cabinet ministers make a political decision and gain understanding
from local governments and residents.

Putting the onus on local governments to approve the restart of reactors is a huge burden. Any nuclear
accident could have an impact on an area far wider than the municipality hosting a reactor--as the crisis
that started at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant in March last year made clear.

In a survey on this issue, many local governments shared their concerns.

"At a time when a mountain of problems need to be resolved, a local government can't make a decision
unless the central government has made its decision,” the Matsue municipal government in Shimane

Prefecture said.

32


http://mainichi.jp/select/opinion/eye/news/20120315k0000m070127000c.html
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T120318002709.html

The central government is expected in the weeks and months ahead to fully explain to local governments
that host nuclear plants that the reactors are safe to restart, and gain their approval for the resumption of
operations by dispelling the concerns of local residents.

But it is local governments that suffer the heaviest damage when a serious accident happens at a nuclear
plant. They are also the ones that would benefit the most economically from restarting a nuclear plant, as
subsidies from the central government pour in and jobs are created.

It has become clear that the central government bears responsibility for reopening nuclear plants.
However, it is still local government leaders who are responsible for protecting local residents and
conveying their wishes to the central government and power companies.

Maximum 30% nukes in future ?

March 21, 2012

Govt eyes up to 30% future ratio of N-power

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120320004195.htm

The government is likely to set nuclear power contributions to the nation's energy supply in 2030 ata
maximum of 30 percent under a new basic plan on energy, according to sources.

It will be a significant drop from the figure set under the current energy plan, which calls for nuclear
power to account for a majority of the nation's total energy.

Particularly since the outbreak of the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, public attention
has been directed at the government's new basic plan as it will set the tone of national energy policy.

The Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry's research committee for natural resources and energy
intends to draw up several scenarios on the ratios of energy sources by the end of April and select one this
summer, the sources said.

The panel on Monday came up with four plans, each of which proposes different ratios of nuclear power
in 2030--0 percent, 20 percent, 25 percent and 30 percent. The panel will compile a formal proposal after
incorporating variables such as electricity demand and possible effects of energy conservation.
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According to the sources, only one panel member called for nuclear power to account for about 30
percent of the nation's total power supply, the same level as before the Fukushima nuclear crisis. Nine
panel members were in favor of either about 25 percent or about 20 percent, while seven pushed for the
ratio to be 0 percent, supporting the idea that the nation will eventually abandon nuclear power.

The nation is expected to rely more on renewable energy sources and thermal power if it reduces its
dependence on nuclear power.

At the meeting, members agreed it would be difficult for the nation to raise nuclear power's share to 50
percent of the total energy supply.

The sources said many ministry officials view 20 percent to 25 percent as realistic. The panel is therefore
likely to coordinate opinions around those figures, they added.

However, panel members remain deeply divided, the sources said. They will likely face difficulties
reaching an agreement.

Renewable energy sources, which many hope will make up for the decrease in nuclear power, still have
technical uncertainty and costs are also at issue.

Higher fuel costs for thermal power generation--which has increased since the Great East Japan
Earthquake--are likely to raise electricity rates. Increased thermal power generation will also raise carbon
dioxide emissions.

Keeping such issues in mind, the government needs to consider public opinion to choose the best plan for
the nation's energy policy.

(Mar. 21, 2012)

Osaka vs KEPKO

March 20, 2012

Osaka stirs ripples with planned anti-nuclear power pitch at KEPCO shareholders
meeting

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120321p2a00m0na006000c.html

A decision by the Osaka Municipal Government, Kansai Electric Power Co.'s biggest shareholder, to
suggest abolishing the company's nuclear power plants at a general shareholders meeting in June has
stirred ripples.
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The municipal government is expected to ask the Kobe and Kyoto municipal governments, which also
hold shares in the power company, to follow suit, but individual shareholders, who account for one-third
of the company's shares, could also sway the company.

Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto has underscored the city's right to make proposals as a shareholder from
the time of the Osaka mayoral election last autumn. Kansai Electric Power Co. (KEPCO) President Makoto
Yagi has sought dialogue with the city, stating, "I'd like to provide a full explanation to win understanding
of our business activities." However, guidelines compiled by the Osaka Municipal Government's energy
strategy council on March 18 declared "an end to all nuclear power plants as soon as possible" -- seeking
complete abolition of nuclear power. At present KEPCO appears unlikely to comply with requests to
eliminate nuclear power.

Commenting on the issue to reporters on March 19, Hashimoto said, "This is not a suggestion to reduce
nuclear power plants to zero without any strategy. We will consider the process leading to the time when
there are no more nuclear power plants, and make suggestions as a shareholder."” He has requested that
KEPCO present forecasts for future electricity supply and demand. Since the mayor is not seeking an
immediate suspension of nuclear power, it is possible that the two sides could make concessions during
further discussion on supply and demand based on such data.

The Osaka Municipal Government holds roughly 8.9 percent of KEPCO's issued shares, followed by the
Kobe Municipal government at about 3 percent, and the Kyoto Municipal Government at about 0.5
percent. Referring to the other two cities, Hashimoto said, "I believe that they will move together with us.
We were chosen in the elections and we have the voters behind us. We cannot be treated as a mere 13
percent shareholder.”

However, KEPCO has many corporate investors, such as financial institutions, which hold a combined 29
percent of KEPCO's stock.

"The decisions of corporate investors are based on economic rationality. Their views regarding nuclear
power have not changed due to the nuclear power plant accident (in Fukushima Prefecture)," commented
one representative of a major financial institution, suggesting the municipal government's suggestion
would not easily win approval.

At the same time, individual shareholders hold about one-third of KEPCO's stock, and in past years,
citizens groups have proposed abolishing nuclear power. However, at the general shareholders meeting in
June last year, after the outbreak of the nuclear disaster in Fukushima, such proposals received only 3.9
percent support.
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Nevertheless Koji Morioka, the ombudsman representative of NPO shareholders and a professor in
Kansai University's Faculty of Economics, comments: "The weight of a proposal by the biggest shareholder
(the Osaka Municipal Government), which holds about 10 percent of the shares, is different. There may be
many shareholders who see this as a major flow in one direction and support it."

Click here for the original Japanese story

A feeling of deja vu

March 20, 2012

Post-Fukushima meltdown energy saving far easier ride than 1970s oil shocks
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120320p2a00m0na001000c.html

There is a growing number of students at Josai International University majoring in social and
environmental studies, and one of the issues they study is energy policy. I tell them that I got my own
informal education in energy policy during the "oil shock" years of 1973-74, almost 40 years ago, when I
first lived in Tokyo. In fact, when saving electricity was on everyone's mind last summer, it was for me an

experience of deja vu.

After the Fukushima nuclear accident, people in Tokyo experienced energy-reducing measures such as
stopped escalators, darkened hallways, and less air conditioning in offices and trains. Some of the same
measures were taken in 1973, but the impact on life felt even more severe back then. For example, gas
stations were closed on Sunday during the oil shock, forcing people to limit their weekend driving. Late-
night TV broadcasts were also canceled. Even baseball was affected when night games at Korakuen
Stadium were switched to daytime so that no artificial lights were needed. Consumer prices rose
dramatically, too. I was paying 48 yen to bathe at the public bath house near my apartment in 1972; the
following year I paid 55 yen, an increase of almost 15 percent; and by the time I left Tokyo in 1975, | was
paying 100 yen, more than double the 1972 price!

Due to the dramatic upswing in consumer prices during the oil shock years, people were forced to cut
back or simply "do without." Last summer, however, [ noticed that the emphasis was on allowing people
to maintain their current lifestyle with a minimum of inconvenience. Rather than cut back or do without,
this time people were encouraged to purchase energy-saving appliances. The strategy of replacing less
energy-efficient models with "green" appliances also benefited the bottom line of manufacturers and thus
became a business opportunity for them. From what I could tell, TEPCO's goal wasn't only reduction of
total energy consumption but also to shift consumption patterns so that the electrical grid would not be
overwhelmed by daytime demand.
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Therefore, some electricity-saving measures implemented all over Japan during the oil shock, such as
canceling late-night TV or playing baseball night games in the daytime, were unnecessary this time
around. We now live in an information society, and last summer up-to-date information about electrical
capacity and peak usage was always instantly available in the media. As a result, we could be much
smarter about saving energy than we could be during the oil shock years.

In retrospect, I can see that the experience of the oil shocks (there was another in 1979) was probably a
major factor that led Japan down the path to nuclear energy. Compared to oil, nuclear power promised
safety and reliability and seemed to be the perfect solution to save Japan from unpredictable price
increases or reductions in imports.

But the Fukushima accident proved that the safety of nuclear power was not guaranteed, and now Japan
is faced with a tough problem: it must find alternative energy sources that will keep the nation running.

Japan is rich and technologically sophisticated, and [ have no doubt that in time renewable options such
as solar, wind and geothermal power will become widely available and provide a solution to the dilemma.
Not just Japan, but the whole world is moving in this direction.

It is reassuring to see young people grappling with the subject of energy policy in their university studies.
Their desire for a safer and greener world will be the key to finding a solution, I believe. (By Paul Schalow)

(Profile)

Paul Schalow earned his PhD in Japanese literature from Harvard University in 1985. His book, "A Poetics
of Courtly Male Friendship in Heian Japan," was nominated for the 2007 Warren-Brooks Prize for
outstanding literary criticism. He is professor at Josai International University and director of the All-
English BA Program.

Words of wisdom ?

March 27, 2012
Noda: World should share lessons from Fukushima
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120327_24.html

Japan's Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda has called on leaders from around the world to share and pass on
lessons the country learned from last year's catastrophic nuclear accident at the Fukushima Daiichi power
plant.

Noda was speaking during a working lunch at the Nuclear Security Summit in Seoul, South Korea, on
Tuesday.
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Noda said Japan learned 3 lessons from the Fukushima accident --- the importance of imagining the
unimaginable, of respecting judgments by people on-the-ground, and that security can be achieved only
through constant effort.

The prime minister said these lessons can also be applied to terrorist attacks on nuclear facilities.

He said Japan had been shackled by the myth that nuclear plants are absolutely safe. He stressed that all
those who are responsible for nuclear safety measures should be aware there is no such thing as
absolute safety.

Noda said what hampers efforts to prevent accidents is the loss of memory. He said the most difficult, but
most important task for leaders is to pass on the memories of disasters.

Anti-nuke Kan

March 29, 2012

Kan, other DPJ] members to launch group to seek exit from nuclear power
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120329p2g00m0dm008000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Former Prime Minister Naoto Kan and some other ruling Democratic Party of Japan
lawmakers on Wednesday decided to start a group as early as next week that seeks to create a road map
for ending the country's reliance on nuclear power.

"Thinking about the future of Japan..why don't we seek a society that does not rely on nuclear power?
This group is intended to properly discuss the time frame for realizing that goal," Kan, who was the
Japanese leader when the nuclear crisis erupted at the Fukushima Daiichi complex last March, told
reporters after a gathering to prepare for the group's launch.

The anti-nuclear activities led by Kan, whose efforts to end Japan's use of nuclear power date back to
when he was still in office, come as the government moves closer to a decision on whether to allow the
restart of some of the country's idled reactors, despite concerns among the public over their safety.

The reactors have passed safety checks that were newly introduced following the devastating nuclear
accident.

Former Justice Minister Hideo Hiraoka, who also joined the gathering, told reporters, "Edging toward
restarting reactors is unacceptable to the public."
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Kan said he hopes to officially launch the group as early as next week, adding that it will try to make its
views reflected in government policy.

Around 25 lawmakers, mainly those close to Kan such as former Justice Minister Satsuki Eda, attended
the gathering.

Hosono in trouble in Kyoto

Intense protest against sharing radioactive debris policy in Kyoto

check lori Mochizuki's site to hear about what happened on March 31 in Kyoto when officials tried to
appeal to people's compassion (to get them to share contaminated debris)

http://fukushima-diary.com/

Confidence in stress tests not so obvious

April 2, 2012

84 percent say government stress tests for nuclear plant restarts inadequate:

survey
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20120402p2a00m0na010000c.html

Despite the Nuclear Safety Commission (NSC) of Japan's conclusion that the idled Oi Nuclear Power Plant
clears safety standards required for resuming operations, 84 percent of the public do not believe that the
government's safety tests are sufficient, a Mainichi opinion poll has found.

The Mainichi survey was conducted on March 31 and April 1 via phone, using phone numbers that were
chosen randomly by computer. Phone numbers in municipalities that have been deemed no-go zones due
to the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant were excluded. The response rate was 60
percent, with 905 people responding from 1,499 households with qualified voters.

Of the 905 respondents, 62 percent said they were against resuming operations of the No. 3 and No. 4
reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co. (KEPCO)'s Oi nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture, far outnumbering
the 33 percent who said they supported the reactors' restart. Meanwhile, only 10 percent considered the
NSC's so-called stress tests to be sufficient, while 84 percent said that they were not.

Discussions over a bill that would allow the launch of a new nuclear regulatory agency have stalled in the
Diet, postponing its April 1 inauguration date. Because of this, oversight of nuclear power will remain
under the jurisdiction of existing government bodies for the time being, even though the public carries a
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great distrust toward how government bodies have handled the disaster thus far. Even among survey
respondents who said that they agreed with the restart of the two Oi reactors, 67 percent said the
government's stress tests were insufficient.

The public's views for and against the restart of the Oi plant vary by region, with those opposing it
comprising 75 percent of respondents in Hokkaido; 63 percent in the Kinki region, where the plant is
located; and 54 percent in the Koshientsu and Hokuriku regions. Meanwhile, 31 percent of those who
support the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DP]) said they are for the restart, while 61 percent said they
are against it. Among Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) supporters the split was even, with 47 percent
supporting the restart, and 48 percent against it.

On March 23, the NSC ruled that the initial stress test results of the No. 3 and No. 4 reactors at the Oi plant
-- whose operations have been halted for regular inspections -- were satisfactory, thereby passing the
prerequisite for resuming plant operations. Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and the three ministers
involved are expected to hold discussions and confirm the reactors' safety, after which they will move into
talks with local host communities. The government will make a final decision about the restart after
obtaining the communities' consent. The Fukui Prefectural Government and other local governments,
however, have shown resistance to the reactors' restart.

Click here for the original Japanese story

Don't downplay the risks for the sake of economics

April 2,2012
In light of further nuclear risks, economic growth should not be priority
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/perspectives/news/20120402p2a00m0Ona002000c.html

The government continues to take regressive steps in spite of the torrent of criticism it has received and
the lessons that should have been learned since the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami triggered a
nuclear disaster.

This is evidenced in the fact that starting this week, which marks the beginning of a new fiscal year, the
Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) and the Nuclear Safety Commission of Japan (NSC) have no
budget. The new nuclear regulatory agency that was supposed to begin operations on April 1 in NISA's
stead is now floundering amid resistance in the Diet from opposition parties. In other words, government
agencies overseeing nuclear power now have an even more diminished presence.

According to Japan's general budget provisions, funds for a new government organization can be diverted
to existing government organizations if the money is being used for its original purpose. The situation
doesn't do much for morale, however. Back-scratching relationships between government ministries, the
indecision of both the ruling and opposition parties, and the unchanging fact that much of the current
crisis is still left in the hands of plant operator Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) remains the same.

One of the biggest issues that we face is the possibility that the spent nuclear fuel pool of the No. 4
reactor at the stricken Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant will collapse. This is something that
experts from both within and outside Japan have pointed out since the massive quake struck. TEPCO,
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meanwhile, says that the situation is under control. However, not only independent experts, but also
sources within the government say that it's a grave concern.

The storage pool in the No. 4 reactor building has a total of 1,535 fuel rods, or 460 tons of nuclear fuel, in
it. The 7-story building itself has suffered great damage, with the storage pool barely intact on the
building's third and fourth floors. The roof has been blown away. If the storage pool breaks and runs dry,
the nuclear fuel inside will overheat and explode, causing a massive amount of radioactive substances to
spread over a wide area. Both the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and French nuclear energy
company Areva have warned about this risk.

A reportreleased in February by the Independent Investigation Commission on the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Accident stated that the storage pool of the plant's No. 4 reactor has clearly been shown to be "the
weakest link" in the parallel, chain-reaction crises of the nuclear disaster. The worse-case scenario drawn
up by the government includes not only the collapse of the No. 4 reactor pool, but the disintegration of
spent fuel rods from all the plant's other reactors. If this were to happen, residents in the Tokyo
metropolitan area would be forced to evacuate.

Former Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism Sumio Mabuchi, who was appointed to
the post of then Prime Minister Naoto Kan's advisor on the nuclear disaster immediately after its
outbreak, proposed the injection of concrete from below the No. 4 reactor to the bottom of the storage
pool, Chernobyl-style. An inspection of the pool floor, however, led TEPCO to conclude that the pool was
strong enough without additional concrete. The plans were scrapped, and antiseismic reinforcements
were made to the reactor building instead.

"Because sea water was being pumped into the reactor, the soundness of the structure (concrete
corrosion and deterioration) was questionable. There also were doubts about the calculations made on
earthquake resistance as well," said one government source familiar with what took place at the time. "It's
been suggested that the building would be reinforced, and spent fuel rods would be removed from the
pool under those conditions. But fuel rod removal will take three years. Will the structure remain standing
for that long? Burying the reactor in a concrete grave is like building a dam, and therefore expensive. I
think that it was because TEPCO's general shareholders' meeting was coming up (in June 2011) that the
company tried to keep expenses low."

Promotion of nuclear power is a national policy, and yet the operation of nuclear reactors lies in
the hands of private corporations. The government pushes the blame on TEPCO, while TEPCO
dodges responsibility with the excuse that nuclear energy promotion is a government policy. This
system of irresponsibility hasn't changed.

In the three weeks after the Independent Investigation Commission on the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Accident's report became available to the public, 95,000 copies had been sold; this, despite the fact that
they run 1,575 yen a piece. It's a testament to the public's thirst for a systematic explanation that is not
affected by appearances or interests.

Earthquakes in the neighborhood of level-5 on the seismic intensity scale continue to occur even now in
the Tohoku and Kanto regions. We cannot accept the absurd condescension of those who fear the worse-
case scenario, labeling them as "overreacting." We have no time to humor the senseless thinking that
instead, those who downplay the risks for the sake of economic growth are "realistic." (By Takao Yamada,
Expert Senior Writer)

Click here for the original Japanese story
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The story of Shinzo Kimura
Thursday, April 5, 2012

Radiation expert takes on red tape in disaster zone
Kyodo - http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120405f2.html

Shinzo Kimura, a radiation hygiene expert combating the nuclear contamination in Fukushima, is a man
of action who stops at nothing to accomplish his mission.

After watching news footage of the nuclear disaster following the Great East Japan Earthquake on March
11,2011, Kimura, 44, immediately geared up to go to the accident site.

But his boss at the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health refused to give the green light for
his trip to Fukushima, so Kimura quit his job at the government-affiliated institute and scrambled to the
disaster area under his own steam.

Kimura says he had no qualms about losing his job.

"I feared that the government could withhold data, deliberately or otherwise. My mission is revealing
facts," he explained.

In his new capacity as an associate professor at Dokkyo Medical University, Kimura is acting as adviser to
the municipal government of Nihonmatsu, Fukushima Prefecture. He heads the Nihonmatsu branch of the
Tochigi Prefecture-based university's international epidemiology laboratory, which opened last
November.

As he helps city officials conduct a survey on internal exposure to radiation and advises residents on
health issues, Kimura has earned their trust. One municipal official praised Kimura as a man who wastes
no time acting to resolve problems.

Kimura collects no fees in return for his work for the municipal government, only accepting travel
stipends, as he wants to retain a free hand by remaining financially independent.

"If I'm hooked on a leash, [ won't be able to speak my mind," he said.

Kimura's abrupt departure from the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health was not his first
act of defiance against the straitjacket of red tape.

After studying at Hokkaido University and other academic institutions, he joined the National Institute of
Radiological Sciences. He devoted himself to research concerning the health conditions of victims of the
1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident.

A turning point came in 1999, when a serious accident occurred at the nuclear fuel facility in Tokai,
Ibaraki Prefecture. In that incident, two plant workers were killed.
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Kimura immediately requested permission to investigate the accident first-hand, but the go-ahead was
not given quickly.

To get a true picture of the accident, it was essential to start investigating before vital evidence, including
current radiation readings, was lost.

Kimura took paid leave to go to the accident site and conducted an environmental assessment survey
around the damaged plant on his own. It was a frustrating experience, he said.

Subsequently, Kimura left the radiological sciences institute. He continued doing research work on his
own while scraping together a living through odd jobs like painting before being employed by the National
Institute of Occupational Safety and Health.

During his last days at the institute, before going to Fukushima to collect soil and air samples, Kimura
contacted several radiation experts who were acquaintances from his earlier career, and requested help in
sample analysis.

Toshihiro Takatsuji, an associate professor at Nagasaki University, was one of the experts asked to
analyze the huge hoard of samples that Kimura collected. The work done by Takatsuji and others revealed
the presence of several hot spots where the level of radioactivity was unusually high despite their
remoteness from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant.

"As day after day of analysis work drained me, I felt as if [ was going to break down," Takatsuji recalled.

Kimura obtained his current position at Dokkyo Medical University through his connections with
Yoshikazu Miura, a professor at the university who had conducted joint research with him regarding the
Chernobyl accident.

Miura remembered Kimura as a "somewhat reckless" man in his earlier days. But Kimura "has matured as
a human being," Miura said, as he has gone through the rough and tumble of working on the front line of
the fight against radioactive contamination.

Despite his heavy workload, Kimura frequently visits the Shidamyo-0Ogi region, one of the hot spots in
Iwaki, in southeastern Fukushima Prefecture. He advises residents on how to draw a map of
contamination areas and supports efforts to decontaminate farmland.
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Chuhei Sakai, the leader of a group of residents promoting decontamination, expressed his gratitude for
Kimura's contributions, comparing his nimble activity with the slow wheel of bureaucracy at the
municipal government.

For his part, Kimura lauded the residents' initiative in the Shidamyo-0Ogi region.

"When I visit disaster areas, [ am usually asked to do something to help, and yet nothing changes as long

as (local residents) depend on other people,” he said. "It is they themselves who should make change
happen.”

Safety standards?

April 6, 2012
Different views on new safety standards

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120406_35.html

Opinions are divided over new safety standards approved by the Japanese government for nuclear power
plants.

Economy and industry minister Yukio Edano told reporters on Friday that the standards were thoroughly
discussed by 4 ministers after incorporating opinions from experts. He added they are drawn up in an
easy-to-understand manner.

He said the ministers believe that measures based on the standards would prevent damage to reactor fuel
rods during a disaster like one on March 11th, 2011 at the Fukushima plant.

The mayor of Ohi Town in Fukui Prefecture, Shinobu Tokioka, expressed confidence in the new standards.
Tokioka said he hopes the government will explain the standards in a manner that would convince local
residents of the nuclear safety.

The secretary general of the Nuclear Energy Related-Information Centre, Jun Tateno, said the standards
have serious flaws.

Tateno said vital measures for the standards with regard to the Ohi plant, such as a raise in the plant's
embankment and the construction of an earthquake-resistant building for an emergency headquarters,
have been postponed.

Kyoto Governor Keiji Yamada said that before discussing a restart of reactors, the government should

fully explain its nuclear policy to residents around every plant, including those in Kyoto. The prefecture is
located next to Fukui Prefecture.
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Will it make a difference?

April 7,2012

Japanese mayors to establish anti-nuclear energy conference
"(mainichi Japan) April 07, 2012"
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120407p2g00m0dm043000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Fifteen current and former Japanese mayors have proposed establishing a conference
in opposition to nuclear power plants late this month following the March 2011 Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear crisis, one of them said Friday.

"We thought we should set up the conference before Kansai Electric Power Co. restarts its Oi nuclear
plant” in Fukui Prefecture, said Hajime Mikami, mayor of Kosai in Shizuoka Prefecture. "By breaking away
from nuclear plants, we will protect the lives and property of residents."

They are urging other mayors to join the conference that will discuss the reality of nuclear plants, compile
proposals to facilitate the use of renewable energy, and aid in the evacuation of children and the provision
of safe food supplies for them through biannual meetings with the goal of eliminating nuclear plants in
Japan.

The 15 also include Katsunobu Sakurai, mayor of Fukushima Prefecture's Minamisoma located close to
the Fukushima Daiichi plant, which has been crippled since the devastating earthquake and tsunami, and
Tatsuya Murakami, mayor of Ibaraki Prefecture's Tokaimura that hosts a nuclear plant of Japan Atomic
Power Co.

A total of 55 people including the 15 are expected to participate in an April 28 meeting in Tokyo to
inaugurate the conference.

The end of pro-nuclear instruction in schools ?

Ministry wants pro-nuclear power message out of schools
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201203210067

March 21, 2012

By UMIMASA YOSHIDA / Staff Writer

In light of the accident at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, the education ministry wants the plug
pulled on pro-nuclear power instruction in Japanese classrooms.
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The education ministry has decided to lift the requirement that at least 30 percent of a school education
subsidy, nominally aimed to promote the use of nuclear power, be used on the education of nuclear power
instead.

"The government as a whole used to promote the use of nuclear power until the Fukushima disaster, but
there are a diversity of opinions on energy policy now," said Kazuhiko Ikegawa, who heads the education
ministry's Office for Regional Relations for R&D Facilities. "There is a need to learn about the negative
aspects of nuclear power generation.”

The "subsidies for assistance to nuclear power and energy education," which was created in fiscal 2002,
are derived from revenues from the "tax for the promotion of power resources development,” which is
levied as part of electricity rates.

In fiscal 2011, 30 prefectures received a total of 270 million yen ($3.2 million), while 310 million yen will
be allocated in fiscal 2012. In most cases, the subsidies have been used to purchase teaching materials on
energy sources, including nuclear power.

Starting in fiscal 2012, which begins in April, local governments will be allowed to use most of the
subsidies for classroom instruction on solar and other natural energy sources, and less than 30 percent on
nuclear power education.

The education ministry has instructed local governments to abide by the 30-percent minimum
requirement since 2006, when the finance ministry pointed out that the subsidies "should be focused
more on the promotion of support of nuclear energy."

That requirement was never modified even after last March, when the Great East Japan Earthquake
triggered the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant.

A number of local governments in the Tohoku region, hit hard by the Great East Japan Earthquake, have
declined the subsidies on the grounds that they would have difficulty gaining the support of residents.

The Asahi Shimbun ran an article on the subsidies on Jan. 22.
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On Jan. 24, education minister Hirofumi Hirano issued a directive that "school education should not focus
too much on nuclear power but should take up a broad range of subjects related to natural energy

sources."”

The education ministry will modify the guidelines for the subsidies and make eligible the purchase of
teaching materials on the danger of nuclear plants. Such purchases are not allowed under the current

guidelines.
By UMIMASA YOSHIDA / Staff Writer

Anti-nukes of all countries, unite!

read on April 8,2012
Japanese join S. Koreans in anti-nuke protests

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201203210051

March 21, 2012
By AKIRA NAKANO/ Correspondent
YEONGDEOK, South Korea--Japanese protesters joined their South Korean counterparts on March 19 and

20 in demonstrations to protest plans to construct new nuclear power plants at sites near the South
Korean coastline facing the Sea of Japan.

“Our seas, mountains and farmlands were contaminated by radioactive materials," said Kenichi
Hasegawa, who ran a dairy farm in litate, Fukushima Prefecture, before he was forced to evacuate after
the March 11 Great East Japan Earthquake. "I hope we are the last people who suffer such tragedy.”

The protests took place at the two proposed sites: Samcheok in Gangwon province and Yeongdeok in
North Gyeongsang province. Both were chosen as candidate sites in December by a public organization

that operates nuclear power plants in South Korea.

Hasegawa, 58, said he is now living in a temporary housing facility in Date, Fukushima Prefecture. All the
residents of litate were required to evacuate because of the accident at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear

power plant.
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Hasegawa told the South Koreans that he was forced to kill all his dairy cattle and that eight members of
his family are now scattered in various locations.

Just "ad-hoc" measures

April 6, 2012

New nuclear safety standards criticized as ad-hoc measures
"(mainichi Japan) April 06, 2012"
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120406p2a00m0na010000c.html

An outline of the government's new safety standards for resuming idled nuclear reactors has simply listed
measures the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) has drawn up in response to the crisis at the
Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant.

The outline also suggests that operators of nuclear power plants express readiness to independently
implement measures, reflecting the government's veiled objective of restarting idled reactors at an early
date.

NISA at the end of March mapped out a 30-point nuclear safety policy which features short-term steps,
such as installing vehicle-mounted electricity generators on high ground, and mid-term and long-term
measures, like developing multiplexed external power sources.

A proposed nuclear regulatory agency was poised to succeed these safety measures from NISA and write
a bill, but stalled Diet deliberations are making it difficult to predict when the planned agency will be
established.

The outline calls for power-source facilities inside nuclear power plants, but it remains unclear what kind
of facilities power plant operators should prepare and to what extent they should improve their facilities
to boost safety. It simply says nuclear power plant operators should find appropriate measures to ensure
safety of nuclear power plants.

Baku Nishio, co-director of the Citizens' Nuclear Information Center, criticizes the government's new
safety standards, saying they are just ad-hoc measures in reaction to the Fukushima nuclear disaster. (By
Ei Okada and Hajime Eguchi, Science and Environment News Department, and Momoko Suda, City News
Department)
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What marks would you like?

April 12,2012

Yoroku: Marking the government's handling of nuclear reactor assessments
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /perspectives/news/20120412p2a00m0na011000c.html

It's said that the character Yamaarashi in Soseki Natsume's famous novel "Botchan" was modeled on the
late mathematician Aritaka Kumamoto, who served as an instructor at the University of Tokyo.
Kumamoto, it was said, would give students 125 marks out of 100 when he liked their answers, but minus
25 points for poor answers. The poet and literary critic Shiki Masaoka was among those who failed under
him.

Around the same time, the educator Raphael von Koeber, who was from Russia, was teaching philosophy
at the university. He would ask students who were unable to provide answers in oral tests how many
marks they wanted, and give them that score. When he was criticized by fellow philosopher Tetsujiro
Inoue over his handouts of full marks, he paid no heed, asking if he should instead give a uniform grade of
30 percent the following year.

Now, some students may get away with submitting weak reports. The teachers who generously hand out
marks to students when they assemble lines of text into reports are popular. Taking a look at society
today, it would seem that similar practices have emerged in connection with the government's moves
toward restarting Japan's nuclear reactors.

The government is expected to make a decision on restarting the No. 3 and 4 reactors at the Oi Nuclear
Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture as early as this week. It has already judged that most of the safety
measures presented by plant operator Kansai Electric Power Co. deserve a passing grade. But the
standard for getting a passing grade is simply a matter of including venting devices, quake proof office
facilities, and so on in future design plans.

However, this is not just a matter of whether a student advances to the next grade or not; we are talking
about the safety of nuclear power plants. Surely there are some who harbor concerns about the way
safety measures are simply being listed in reports rather than actually being implemented.

The public harbor mistrust toward conventional nuclear power safety administration methods
which one could liken to asking power companies how many marks they want and then giving
them that score. It is only natural for people to suspect that passing grades are being dished out easily.
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When the government makes its decision, the need to restart nuclear reactors based on electricity supply
and demand will be balanced against risks associated with restarting the reactors. The government needs
to explain the issues clearly so that people can see it is not deducting a few marks off one issue or adding a
few more to another. ("Yoroku," a front-page column in the Mainichi Shimbun)

So it is possible

Panel sees 25% gas emissions cut possible without nuclear energy
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120412p2g00m0dm093000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- A panel under the Environment Ministry has stated in a draft report it is possible for
Japan to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent by 2030 from 1990 levels without relying on
nuclear power, ministry officials said Thursday.

The potential reduction would be contingent on greater efforts to take energy conservation measures and
adopt renewables, the officials said. The panel also said the figure could go up to 33 percent if nuclear
power accounts for 20 percent of domestic power supply in 2030.

The projections made by the panel under the ministry's Central Environment Council contrast with those
approved by the industry ministry's Advisory Committee for Natural Resources and Energy on
Wednesday, which calculate carbon dioxide emission reductions of just 16 percent in 2030 if idled nuclear
reactors remain offline.

Japan has pledged internationally to reduce heat-trapping gas emissions by 25 percent in 2020 from 1990
levels, a target some critics say is now difficult to attain in light of the disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant. The draft does not include calculations for 2020.

The government's Energy and Environment Council is expected to draw up a final strategy by this
summer based on those calculations.

The draft was based on calculations conducted by the National Institute for Environmental Studies under
four scenarios with nuclear power accounting for between zero and 35 percent of power supply.

Until the Fukushima disaster, Japan was banking on increasing reliance on nuclear power to meet its 25-
percent reduction pledge because in generating electricity nuclear power emits substantially fewer
amounts of CO2, a substance that causes global warming, than thermal power.
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Unsinkable undertakings?

The Titanic and the nuclear fiasco

The Japan Times: Sunday, April 15, 2012 - http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/ed20120415a1.html

On the night of April 15,1912, 100 years ago today, the allegedly unsinkable luxury liner RMS Titanic
sank in the North Atlantic after hitting an iceberg. Of the ship's 2,200 passengers, 1,500 lost their lives.
Since then the Titanic has become an object lesson, an obsession and the subject of countless books and
films.

The theories about why the largest and most expensive ship of its time failed in its promise and dropped
to the ocean floor are plentiful and diverse. Investigators, researchers and conspiracy theorists have
variously blamed the ship's design, the laxness of the crew, the inferior quality of the ship's rivets and hull
steel, the poor design of the watertight compartments, record high tides, ocean mirages and of course, the
infamous iceberg. Clearly, though, it was no one single cause, but a "perfect storm" of factors. The disaster
would have been mitigated, though, by less arrogance and more precaution.

Presenting technology as completely safe, trustworthy or miraculous may seem to be a thing of the past,
but the parallels between the Titanic and Japan's nuclear power industry could not be clearer. Japan's
nuclear power plants were, like the Titanic, advertised as marvels of modern science that were completely
safe. Certain technologies, whether they promise to float a luxury liner or provide clean energy, can never
be made entirely safe.

In both cases, contingencies plans failed: the Titanic carried too few lifeboats; Tokyo Electric Power Co.
failed to develop evacuation and backup plans for its Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant. The design,
construction, materials and safety checks were all compromised. The main difference is that the
catastrophic effects of the Fukushima fiasco are more far-reaching and long lasting. The plant's name has
already become synonymous with disaster.

Not long after the Titanic sank, the company that built the ship retrofit its other two sister ships with
stronger hulls. Was the company admitting a flaw or just being careful? Or were they being, at last, wise?
Given what's at stake, the government, Tepco and the rest of Japan's power companies must act prudently
and retrofit the nation's other nuclear power plants with stronger safeguards in the short term and, in the
long term, concede that other forms of energy are demonstrably safer.

In an article not long after the Titanic sank, writer Joseph Conrad commented on the tragedy by noting
the "chastening influence it should have on the self-confidence of mankind." That lesson should be
applied to all "unsinkable" undertakings that might profit a few by imperiling the majority of
others.

Antinukes start hunger strike

51



April 17,2012

Anti-nuclear activists go on hunger strike
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120417_27.html

A group of anti-nuclear activists has begun a hunger strike in Tokyo to protest the restarting of nuclear
reactors along the Japan Sea coast.

About 30 members of the group began the strike on Tuesday in front of the industry ministry as the
government continued to take steps to restart 2 reactors at the Ohi nuclear power plant in Fukui
Prefecture. The reactors are offline for regular inspections.

The group told reporters that it cannot allow the resumption while the nuclear accident at the Fukushima
Daiichi power plant continues and reasons for the accident remain undetermined.

About 100 supporters of the group gathered to listen to the activists.

The group says the hunger strike will continue until May 5th, when the country's last operating reactor is
set to go offline for regular inspections in Hokkaido.

The group has been staying in tents near the ministry since last September, demanding that the
government abolish all nuclear power plants.

Shut Hamaoka

Tuesday, April 17, 2012

Editorial: No choice but to decommission Hamaoka nuclear plant
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120417p2a00m0na004000c.html

An expert panel to the Cabinet Office released last month an estimate that a 21-meter-high tsunami could
hit Chubu Electric Power Co.'s Hamaoka nuclear power station in Omaezaki, Shizuoka Prefecture, if a
massive earthquake occurred in the Nankai Trough in the seabed off central to western Japan.

Chubu Electric has been building breakwaters and other facilities to protect the nuclear plant from
potential tsunami at a cost of 140 billion yen as it eyes reactivation of the plant that was suspended on the
heels of the Fukushima nuclear disaster. However, the breakwaters will be 18 meters high, falling short of
the possible 21-meter-high tsunami estimated by the Cabinet Office. How, then, would the utility be able
to deal with possible natural calamities?

52


http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120417_27.html
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120417p2a00m0na004000c.html

On April 16, the utility filed an impact assessment based on the 21-meter-high tsunami estimate, in
compliance with a request by the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA). Because all the reactors at
the Hamaoka nuclear plant have been suspended, their safety can be guaranteed as long as they remain
under suspension, the assessment states.

However, it is impossible to convince the public with such reasoning. The assessment does not envisage a
case in which the reactors at the Hamaoka nuclear plant are in operation. In the meantime, extending the
breakwaters upward would not guarantee absolute safety, as there are uncertainties in the Cabinet
Office's estimate.

Needless to say, the Hamaoka plant is not the only nuclear power station that poses a danger. Following
the onset of the Fukushima nuclear crisis in March 2011, it has become clear that every nuclear power
plant across Japan is a potential safety threat.

That being said, the Hamaoka plant obviously stands out from all the others as the facility is located right
above the epicentral area of a possible massive earthquake. In addition, the social impact in case of a
nuclear disaster at the plant is expected to be enormously grave.

Furthermore, the country's main transportation arteries such as the Tokaido Shinkansen line and Tomei
Expressway run near the Hamaoka plant. Once a major accident occurs at the facility, it would not only
cause damage to a large portion of the population but also cut the eastern and western regions on the
Japanese archipelago.

Evacuation and rescue efforts would also be greatly affected. On top of the agriculture and fishing sectors,
other industries in the region would also suffer major damage, the result of which could possibly affect the
entire nation.

The fact is that however much the hardware side is improved based on quake and tsunami estimates, the
plant's safety cannot be entirely guaranteed. In light of its location characteristics, the Hamaoka nuclear
plant should be decommissioned. It would be the best policy to develop an exit strategy.

In the Omaezaki mayoral race, in which the Hamaoka nuclear plant became a major point of contention,
an incumbent mayor was re-elected after he withheld from taking a clear stance toward whether to
reactivate the Hamaoka plant. The fact that a fresh candidate who was opposed to reactivating the plant
failed to garner much support from voters represents locals' fears that the facility's decommissioning
would adversely affect local economies.
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However, the Fukushima nuclear disaster has demonstrated that a nuclear accident would devastate local
economies. The central and prefectural governments are urged to provide support and contrive ways to
ensure local economies remain affluent even without nuclear power stations.

Chubu Electric is less dependent on nuclear power generation than other utilities in the country. If Chubu
Electric can demonstrate the possibility of breaking away from nuclear power generation, it would push
forward the central government's policy of lessening its dependence on nuclear power. We greatly
anticipate the utility's wise decision to shut the Hamaoka nuclear plant.

Taro Yamamoto

April 18,2012

Actor who has been advocating denuclearization to enter firm selling solar

power equipment
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/features/news/20120418p2g00m0et047000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Taro Yamamoto, an actor who has been campaigning for denuclearization since the
eruption of the Fukushima nuclear crisis a year ago, will enter a company selling solar power generation
equipment, sources close to the 37-year-old actor said Tuesday.

But Yamamoto will not go to work every day at the company headquartered in Yokohama, near Tokyo,
and will seek to continue his acting career, the sources said.

The actor's life took a sharp turn after the March 11 earthquake and tsunami and the subsequent nuclear
crisis, as he began actively advocating denuclearization. Last December, Yamamoto was interrogated by
public prosecutors over trespassing charges after he forcibly entered the Saga prefectural government
offices to urge the governor not to reactivate local idled nuclear reactors in the prefecture, for which he
was later exempted from prosecution.

After launching a series of activities related to nuclear power, Yamamoto ceased his contract with an
agent who had been in charge of his acting job management, and broke up with his girlfriend, he said.

In January, Yamamoto said when he appeared on a talk show in Tokyo to promote a South Korean movie
in which he played a role, "I have yet to see the movie because I've been busy these days with (nuclear-
related) civic activities. I'm 20 times busier than before, but my income has dropped to less than a tenth
because I'm getting no job offers."
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It's not up to politicians to judge nuke safety

April 24,2012

Osaka Mayor conveys gov't opposition to early restart of reactors
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120424p2g00m0dm079000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto who leads an up-and-coming political group conveyed
his opposition to the early restart of idled nuclear reactors in a meeting with Chief Cabinet Secretary
Osamu Fujimura Tuesday in Tokyo.

Osaka Gov. Ichiro Matsui who serves as secretary general of the political group, called Osaka Ishin no Kai
(Osaka restoration group), also attended the meeting, where he and Hashimoto made eight proposals
directly to Fujimura concerning the central government's nuclear policy.

"It is absolutely wrong for politicians to play a leading role in judging the safety of nuclear reactors,"
Hashimoto said during the meeting with Fujimura at the prime minister's office.

The meeting came after Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, Fujimura, and two other ministers earlier this
month confirmed that the two offline reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear power plant in
Fukui Prefecture are safe to restart and that it is necessary to do so to ensure stable power supplies this
summer. The ministers have started seeking cooperation for the restart from local authorities near the
plant.

Among the eight proposals, Hashimoto and Matsui called on the central government to establish the
structure needed to implement the final disposal of nuclear spent fuel. They also urged the government to
create a system to enable the conclusion of a safety treaty between power plant operators and
municipalities located within 100 kilometers of nuclear power plants.

After their meeting, Hashimoto criticized the government's procedures for reactivating the two Oi
reactors, telling reporters that instead of politicians, the Nuclear Safety Commission should issue its
opinion on the safety of the reactors.

Hashimoto's political group has been critical of the government and said it is even ready to confront the
ruling Democratic Party of Japan in the next House of Representatives election.
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The Osaka city government, the largest stakeholder of Kansai Electric, plans to propose the abolishment
of all nuclear reactors as soon as possible at the utility's shareholders meeting in June.

Since the Fukushima nuclear crisis triggered by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami, no Japanese
reactors have resumed operation after being shut down for mandatory periodic checks, and the Oi
reactors are front-runners in the process of resuming operations among dozens of reactors idled for
routine checks.

The two reactors have won the endorsement of the results of first-stage stress tests on them by the
government's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency and the Nuclear Safety Commission.

How to manage without

April 25,2012

Editorial: Preparing for summer without nuclear power
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120425p2a00m0na013000c.html

Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto and Osaka Gov. Ichiro Matsui have submitted an eight-point proposal to
Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura regarding the reactivation of the No. 3 and 4 reactors at Kansai
Electric Power Co.

(KEPCO)'s Oi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture. The proposal offers valid suggestions, including a
review of the standards by which the reactors have been deemed safe; the establishment of a risk-
management scheme and an anti-disaster plan to cope with major accidents; and the assessment of power
supply and demand.

Fujimura simply responded that the points "should be considered in the future" -- a comment
underscoring the government's drive to restart the Oi reactors. However, the government must take the
proposal seriously. Without doing so, the prospects of gaining the public's understanding and approval
will only grow dimmer.

Prior to the Osaka politicians' move, Yukiko Kada and Keiji Yamada, the governors of Shiga and Kyoto
prefectures, which lie adjacent to Fukui Prefecture, had presented the government with seven conditions
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for the reactivation of the Oi nuclear reactors. Some items, such as the assessment of power supply and
demand, overlap with the Osaka politicians' proposal.

Seishu Makino, senior vice minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, visited both Shiga and Kyoto
prefectures to explain the developments that led the government to judge that restarting the Oi reactors
was a sound move. He also explained the prospect of the Kansai region suffering a power shortage this
summer. However, Makino offered no specific responses to the seven criteria that had been submitted,
and not surprisingly, was unable to attain the go-ahead from the two prefectural governments.

A project team within the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ]) that is dedicated to ending the nuclear
crisis is critical of the government's reactivation standards, labeling them "a revival of the nuclear power
safety myth." It cites as reasons the fact that a conclusive investigation into the ongoing Fukushima
disaster has yet to take place, and that the first-stage results of the so-called stress tests used to assess the
safety of halted nuclear reactors cannot guarantee residents' safety.

Amid such developments, nine of the nation's utilities submitted their predictions for power supply and
demand this summer to a government panel. According to the utilities' predictions, if temperatures reach
levels experienced during the sweltering summer of 2010 and the stalled reactors are not restarted, there
will be a 0.4 percent power shortage across the nation in August, and a 16.3 percent shortage in areas
under KEPCO. The government panel will release its final conclusion on expected energy supply and
demand in mid-May. Based on the information, additional measures such as inter-utility power
interchanges and pumped-storage hydroelectricity generation need to be considered.

Also of importance is curbing energy consumption during peak times. Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO),
operator of the stricken Fukushima power plant, has implemented a system in which it remotely controls
air conditioners and lighting at companies with which it has made prior arrangements. As a result, TEPCO
predicts that demand for power within its jurisdiction can be reduced by some 400,000 kilowatts of
energy in fiscal 2012. In fiscal 2014, that figure is expected to be around 1.4 million kilowatts, or the
equivalent of at least one nuclear reactor. KEPCO, too, should take aggressive steps in containing power
demand.

In the meantime, we call for the national and local governments to set up anti-risk measures in
preparation for a summer without nuclear power. In Tokyo, for example, backup batteries have been
distributed by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government free of charge to those who use artificial ventilators at
home since July 2011. This move came after medical facilities scrambled to secure batteries to use during
the rolling blackouts that took place last year. In March this year, the metropolitan government
established guidelines in assisting artificial ventilator users in the event of a disaster. We would also like
to see a system by which information is disseminated to residents during power outages. Taking such
steps is far more likely to win the understanding and approval of the public than reactivating nuclear
reactors.
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Of course, the economic effects of any move must be assessed carefully. But if we are able to get through
the coming summer through various energy-saving strategies, it will give us the confidence to take a big

step toward a society without nuclear power.

Antinuke hunger strike in Tokyo

May 3,2012

Setouchi joins antinuclear hunger strike

The Yomiuri Shimbun
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120502004560.htm

Authors Jakucho Setouchi and Hisae Sawachi joined a hunger strike Wednesday to express their
opposition to the possible resumption of two reactors at a nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture.

A citizens group is holding the hunger strike in front of the Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry in

Tokyo.

"Many Japanese died in the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki," Setouchi, 89, said after she
arrived at the site at about 9:30 a.m. in a wheelchair. "I feel ashamed that we have submissively used

power generated by nuclear reactors. We should get rid of them."

Sawachi, 81, said the government should promise to eliminate Japan's nuclear power plants. "I worry

about the future lives of Japanese,” she said.

Setouchi and Sawachi took part in the hunger strike until sunset.

The group is protesting against the plan to restart two suspended reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s

Oi power plant.
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"No more Fukushima!"

May 5, 2012
News

Last Japanese nuclear reactor shuts down
05/05 13:44 CET
http://www.euronews.com/2012/05/05/last-japanese-nuclear-reactor-shuts-down/

Play/Pause Video
“No more Nagasaki, no more Fukushima,” cried thousands of protesters at a rally in Japan as the

country’s last working nuclear reactor shut down.

It is the first time Japan has been completely without nuclear power in four decades. Those reactors not
damaged by the earthquake and tsunami just over a year ago have progressively gone offline for routine
maintenance.

Protesters like Saya Saruta, a human rights lawyer, say they should never be restarted.

“After today, we will have zero nuclear plants,” she said. “We have to make this zero moment last forever.
Not only today or tomorrow or the day after tomorrow, but let’s make this zero nuclear plant, forever.”

Prior to the Fukushima disaster, 30 per cent of Japan’s energy needs were met by nuclear power and the
government has warned of power shortages in the hot summer months if some plants aren’t restarted.

But with Fukushima continuing to spew radiation into the air and sea, public momentum for a nuclear-
free Japan remains strong.

Anti-nukes blues

May 5, 2012

Anti-nuclear activists pessimistic despite historic shutdown

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/A]201205050060
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May 05, 2012

By KOSUKE SO/ Staff Writer

Workers at the Tomari nuclear power plant in Hokkaido were preparing on May 5 to power down the
plant's No. 3 reactor and leave Japan nuclear-free for the first time in 42 years.

The reactor—the last one operating in the country—was due to be taken offline at around 11 p.m. to
undergo regular safety inspection. All of the 49 other nuclear reactors in Japan have been suspended,
either because of damage from the Great East Japan Earthquake or because they were shut down for
regular checkups and never brought back online.

But, despite the historic shutdown, there is little sense of triumphalism among anti-nuclear activists.
Many say they have yet to see the sort of permanent change in public opinion that would block a
government push to restart Japan’s nuclear reactors.

Yui Kimura, a 59-year-old member of the Nuclear Phase-Out TEPCO Shareholder's Movement, said the
temporary halt to Japan's nuclear program is more of a source of worry than joy.

"It is the (Fukushima) accident not public opinion that shut down the nuclear reactors," Kimura said. "I
cannot be unreservedly happy about this."

Kimura became an anti-nuclear activist following the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power plant accident and
ran unsuccessfully for Japan's Upper House on an anti-nuclear ticket three years later.

But she said she watched public interest quickly fade away following the shock of the Chernobyl accident,
and is worried that a similar process may be under way following the Fukushima crisis.

"A majority of respondents in opinion polls oppose the use of nuclear power, but few of them come to join
demonstrations,"” Kimura said. "People have yet to recognize that nothing will change unless they take an
action. If things go on like this, nuclear reactors will be back online soon.”

An anti-nuclear drive backed by Nobel Prize-winning writer Kenzaburo Oe to collect 10 million
signatures by the end of February ended up with about 5 million.

During a news conference held in February at the Foreign Correspondents' Club of Japan in Tokyo, one
foreign journalist asked why fewer people in Japan joined anti-nuclear demonstrations than in Europe.
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"I believe the Japanese will make a new resolve," Oe answered.

Yasunari Fujimoto, a 56-year-old member of the 10 Million People's Action secretariat, which was
responsible for organizing the signature campaign, said: "There are high hurdles to abolishing nuclear
plants, but the government has not managed to restart nuclear reactors because so many people
protested. If people continue raising critical voices, the politicians will have to take them into
consideration.”

Fujimoto said the group hoped to continue collecting signatures until the end of May and hold a rally of
about 100,000 people in Tokyo in July.

But writer Keiko Ochiai, who also attended the news conference, was less sanguine. "Il am worried that
the waves have partially receded,"” she said.

Part of the reason for the pessimism among some in the anti-nuclear camp is a clear determination at the
highest levels of government to push ahead with a revival of the nuclear industry despite public concern.
A pivotal date for some was April 13, when Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and three of his Cabinet
ministers met at the Prime Minister's Official Residence and backed the restart of the No. 3 and No. 4
reactors of the Oi nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture.

Alarge group of protestors gathered around the Prime Minister's Official Residence when the meeting
began at around 6:30 p.m. Company employees in suits and homemakers, who had learned about the
protest on Twitter, braved cold rain and shouted slogans like "Stop the restarts” and "We don't need
nuclear power."

The protest was a culmination of a series of demonstrations organized in the Tokyo metropolitan area,
which started with only 350 at the first event but grew to about 1,600 people by the third demonstration
on April 13.

However, disappointment quickly spread through the crowd when they learned, at around 8 p.m., that the
government had endorsed the restart plan.

"Let's keep calling loud for no nuke power," said Taichi Hirano, a 27-year-old nursing care worker from
Tokyo’s Suginami Ward and one of the core members of the organizing group.
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"People who were just tweeting on Twitter could no longer put up with the nastiness of the government
and came here," he said. "There must be a lot more people who want to speak up.”

Others were less positive. Rei Abe, a 24-year-old resident of Tokyo's Shinjuku Ward, said he had joined a
campaign to collect signatures to seek a local referendum on the use of nuclear power in Tokyo in
December.

He had attended demonstrations but was wondering about their effect. "We can shout, but no nuclear

reactor will shut down."

Abe said he saw more hope in an official petition, because it was part of a clearly defined legal process,
and spent three months collecting signatures.

The campaign ended up collecting 100,000 more signatures than required and its organizers are planning
to officially petition Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara on May 10 to carry out a referendum on the use of
nuclear power.

There is no indication, however, that the Tokyo metropolitan assembly, which would be responsible for
deciding to conduct such a referendum, will back the plan.

"Nothing has changed about politics, despite the enormous scale of the (Fukushima) accident," Abe said.
By KOSUKE SO/ Staff Writer

Thousands of protestors in Tokyo

Thousands march as Japan shuts off nuclear power
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120505p2g00m0dm034000c.html

TOKYO (AP) -- Thousands of Japanese marched to celebrate the last of this nation's 50 nuclear reactors

switching off Saturday, shaking banners shaped as giant fish that have become a potent anti-nuclear

symbol.
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Japan will be without electricity from nuclear power for the first time in four decades when one of three
reactors at Tomari nuclear plant in the northern island of Hokkaido goes offline for routine maintenance
checks.

After last year's March 11 quake and tsunami set off meltdowns at Fukushima Dai-ichi plant, no reactor
stopped for checkups has restarted amid growing public worries about the safety of nuclear technology.

"Today is a historical day," shouted Masashi Ishikawa to a crowd gathered at a Tokyo park, some holding
traditional "Koinobori" carp-shaped banners for Children's Day that have grown into a symbol of the anti-
nuclear movement.

"There are so many nuclear plants, but not a single one will be up and running today, and that's because
of our efforts," Ishikawa said.

The activists said that it was fitting that the day Japan will stop using nuclear power coincided with the
nation's annual Children's Day, because of their concerns about protecting children from radiation, which
Fukushima Dai-ichi is still spewing into the air and water.

The government has been eager to restart nuclear reactors, warning about blackouts and rising emissions
as Japan is forced to turn to oil and gas for energy.

Japan now requires reactors to pass new tests to withstand quakes and tsunami and needs local
residents' approval to restart them.

The response from people living near the nuclear plants has been mixed, with some wanting them back in
operation because of jobs, subsidies and other benefits to the local economy.

Major protests, like the one Saturday, have been generally limited to urban areas like Tokyo, which had
gotten electricity from faraway nuclear plants, including Fukushima Dai-ichi.

Before the nuclear crisis, Japan relied on nuclear power for a third of its electricity needs.

The crowd at the anti-nuclear rally, estimated at 5,500 by organizers, shrugged off government warnings
about a power shortage. If anything, they said, with all the reactors going offline one by one, it was clear
the nation didn't really need nuclear power.
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Whether Japan will suffer a sharp power crunch is still unclear.

Electricity shortage is expected only at peak periods, such as the middle of the day in hot weather, and
critics of nuclear power say the proponents are exaggerating the consequences to win public approval to
restart reactors.

Hokkaido Electric Power Co. spokesman Kohei Ofusa said Saturday's shutdown was going ahead as
planned. Power generation is gradually being turned down from 5 p.m. (0800 GMT) with all operation
ending at 11 p.m. (1400 GMT), he said.

Yoko Kataoka, a retired baker and grandmother, who was dancing to the music at the rally waving a small
paper Koinobori, said she was happy the reactors were going off.

"Let's leave an earth where our children and grandchildren can all play without worries," she said,
wearing a shirt that had, "No thank you, nukes," handwritten in the back.

Time to rethink lifestyles?

May 5, 2012
Nuclear plant engineer says halt of Tomari reactor marks time to review

lifestyles
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120505p2a00m0na020000c.html

An elderly engineer who was involved in the activation of Japan's first commercial light water reactor at
the Tsuruga nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture in 1970 is calling May 5, 2012 "an important day to
consider Japanese lifestyles."

On May 5, when the No. 3 reactor at Hokkaido Electric Power Co.'s Tomari nuclear plant is suspended for
regular inspections, Japan will mark the first time in 42 years it has had no nuclear power plants in
operation.

Holding a picture dated March 14, 1970, engineer Kazushige Hamazaki, 80, recalls his enthusiasm as
Japan surged ahead with nuclear power generation.

64


http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120505p2a00m0na020000c.html

"I never felt tired as I was filled with the feeling that [ was going to support Japan's economic
development,” recalled Hamazaki, former vice president of the Japan Atomic Power Co. At 4 a.m. that day,
the No. 1 reactor at the Tsuruga nuclear plant completed its 100-hour electricity-generation trial. While
the facility's central control room was filled with "banzai" celebration chants, Hamazaki, then head of the
power generation division, felt a sense of fulfillment as he held a key-shaped commemorative gift offered
by plant supplier General Electric (GE).

When Hamazaki went outside, he saw Tsuruga Bay shining in the rising sun. Several hours later, the
electricity generated at the plant was transmitted to the venue of the Osaka Expo, which kicked off the
same day. "The light of atomic power has arrived," an announcement echoed throughout the venue.

After graduating from university, Hamazaki joined Chubu Electric Power Co. in 1954 -- not long before
Japan entered its high economic growth period. One day, he saw a magazine article about nuclear power
generation in the United States, the Soviet Union and European countries. "As a country of poor energy
resources, there's no question Japan will need nuclear energy," he recalls thinking.

Hamazaki studied in the United Kingdom and later passed the first national exam for licensed engineers
of nuclear reactors in 1959. He transferred to Japan Atomic Power Co. in 1963, where he worked for the
activation of the Tsuruga nuclear power plant.

"Even though the No. 1 reactor at the Tsuruga nuclear plant was delivered (by GE) in the name of 'proven
technology,' the reactor was hit by one problem after another, starting immediately after its activation,”
said Hamazaki. He said that the facility's mechanism to treat and store radioactive waste was insufficient
and that the pipe welding was bad. Every time a malfunction took place, Hamazaki struggled to overcome
it.

"It took 10 years to make the nuclear plant full-fledged. Japan's nuclear plants rose to a level where
people placed faith in them after many trials and errors," he said.

Some 30 years later, however, Hamazaki was devastated to see footage of the reactor buildings at the
Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant explode in March 2011 following a massive earthquake and
tsunami.

"I felt as if | was thrown into an abyss," recalls Hamazaki. The multifaceted protections that he had
believed would provide "absolute" safety were easily destroyed by the massive tsunami.
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Although Hamazaki believes that "reactivation of nuclear plants is indispensable unless we have an
alternative power supply,” he continued, "This (May 5) will inevitably be the day when all Japanese people
reconsider how Japan's energy policy should be, including reviewing our lifestyles."

What renewable mix?

May 3, 2012

INSIGHT: Crisis-hit Japan mulls shift to renewable energy
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201205030103

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Another long, stupefyingly hot summer is looming for Japan just as it shuts down its last operating
nuclear power reactor, worsening a squeeze on electricity and adding urgency to calls for a green energy
revolution.

On May 5, Tomari nuclear power plant in Hokkaido, the last of the country's 50 usable nuclear reactors,
will be switched off, completely idling a power source that once supplied a third of Japan's electricity. At a
time when temptation to set the aircon to deep freeze is at its greatest, companies and ordinary Japanese
will be obliged to economize amid temperatures that can climb above 40 degrees Celsius (104
Fahrenheit).

Nuclear energy seemed a steady mainstay of Japan's power supply until the March 11, 2011, tsunami
crippled the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant in the worst atomic accident since the 1986 Chernoby]l
explosion. Authorities have since tightened safety standards and refrained from restarting reactors that
were shut down, mostly for routine checks.

To offset the shortfall, utilities have ramped up oil- and gas-based generation, giving resource-poor Japan,
the world's third-largest economy;, its biggest annual trade deficit ever last fiscal year. That $100 million-
plus a day extra cost, worries over the risks of nuclear power and concern over carbon emissions are
leading many decision-makers to view renewable energy such as solar, hydro and wind more positively.

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda has pledged to reduce Japan's reliance on nuclear power over time. And
Japan is debating renewable energy targets of between 25 percent to 35 percent of total power generation
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by 2030, looking to Germany, which raised the proportion of renewables from 5 percent in 1990 to 20
percent by 2010.

"If Japan has the motivation, it can do this, too," said Sei Kato, deputy director of the Environment
Ministry's Low Carbon Society Promotion Office. "We have the technological know-how. Japan can do
anything that Germany can.”

Real change has been slow. Giant solar arrays and wind farms can't be built overnight and powerful
utilities that spent billions on nuclear are lobbying to protect their interests. The government is muddling
along, seemingly unable to take a decisive stand either way as opinion becomes increasingly polarized
between mavericks calling for massive investment in alternative energy sources and big business
interests that favor keeping Japan Inc. nuclear powered.

Many believe Japan has little choice but to restart nuclear reactors even in the face of spirited public
opposition. Utilities predict power supplies could fall 16 percent below demand in western Japan during
the summer peak.

The government is eager to restart some reactors in coming months if it can persuade skeptical local
leaders and residents that they are safe.

"The bottom line is that without nuclear power Japan will have a very hard time meeting demand," said
Paul Scalise, a fellow at the University of Tokyo who specializes in Japan's energy sector.

0il, coal and gas now generate about nearly 90 percent of Japan's electricity, with hydropower accounting
for about 8 percent and other renewables -- solar, wind, geothermal and biomass -- making up the
balance.

The International Energy Agency estimates shutting all nuclear plants increases oil demand by 465,000
barrels a day to 4.5 million barrels a day, raising Japan's daily costs by about $100 million.

Hiroshi Hamasaki, an energy expert at Fujitsu Research Institute, estimates that with stable feed-in tariffs,
which guarantee renewable energy producers a fixed price for their power, renewable energy generation
could surge by 200 times over the next three years.

"There will be a boom close to a bubble, with many companies rushing to enter the market over the next
three to five years," Hamasaki said.

Although experts are enthusiastic, green energy in Japan still faces numerous obstacles and headwinds.
Besides the nuclear industry's vested interests, those barriers include stifling regulations, a power grid ill-
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suited to accommodating volatile solar and wind energy, and the huge upfront costs of building solar or
geothermal plants. Both are technologies in which Japan is a world leader, although it has lost out to China
in solar cost competitiveness.

To help move things along, the government is easing restrictions on land use for solar and wind power. It
also is relaxing regulations on small hydropower projects and regulations on drilling for geothermal
energy in national parks.

More crucially, last week it approved feed-in tariffs that are expected to spur investment by guaranteeing
higher returns for renewable than for conventional energy.

From July, utilities will be required to buy electricity from renewable energy from providers at a rate of
42 yen ($0.52) per kilowatt hour (kwh) for solar energy, 23 yen/kwh for wind power and 30-35 yen/kwh
for small-scale hydropower. These preferential rates will apply for 10 to 20 years depending on the
energy source.

Most of those higher rates will be passed on directly to consumers.

That business incentive is essential, said Masayoshi Son, a telecoms tycoon and leading proponent of
renewable energy. He said the rates were a "good start,” adding that if prices were any lower, "Japan
would likely never see a new energy era."

Son, founder of telephone company Softbank Corp., set up SB Energy Corp. in October, 2011, to promote,
generate and sell renewable energy.

The company has begun building five mega-solar plants across the country, with output capacity of 2.1
megawatts to 2.8 megawatts. The first will begin operations as soon as July 1. That is still just a fraction of
Japan's 3.5 gigawatts of installed solar capacity.

The Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan says member companies are building 20 mega-solar
facilities capable of providing 103 megawatts by March 2015.

A vocal critic of Japan's business establishment for years, Son has publicly blasted Japan's regulators and
utilities for working together to block new entrants and keep the power rates consumers pay high.

But the heavy political influence once exerted by the country's "nuclear village" of power companies and
regulators is waning, experts say.
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"Before, many companies were reluctant to move toward renewable energy because they were afraid of
displeasing the utilities, but that has changed," said Koichi Kitazawa, head of an independent commission
investigating the Fukushima crisis and former president of the Science and Technology Agency.

Many of Japan's biggest corporations, from steel mills and automakers to ceramics and electronics
makers also are developing renewable technologies, often incorporating solar and wind power features
into their own offices and factories.

Most renewable initiatives remain piecemeal, such as a "smart community” plan for Kamaishi, a tsunami-
hit city planning to rebuild as an eco-town powered by solar, wind and other renewable energy.

Unlike a European country such as Denmark, which has pledged to shift entirely to renewable energy by
2050, Japan is an island isolated from neighboring countries. An Asian "super grid" proposed by Son that
would link Japan to mainland Asia, and massive wind power capacity in the Gobi desert, will take years
and could prove prohibitively expensive.

Even Son concedes that renewable energy is going to serve only a small percentage of electricity demand
over the next few years.

"The point is to change components of the energy mix 10, 20 or 50 years from now," he said.

Tetsunari lida on clean energy

Sunday, May 6, 2012

New push should be for renewables

By KAZUAKI NAGATA
Staff writer

69


http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/JTsearch5.cgi?term1=KAZUAKI%20NAGATA

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120506a6.html

With the nation's last operating commercial reactor ceasing operations Saturday, The Japan Times
interviewed two energy experts to explore the future of nuclear power in Japan.

Instead of scrambling to restart two idled reactors at the Oi power plant, the government should start
capping the amount of spent nuclear fuel and boost use of renewable energies as a means to completely
eliminate nuclear power in the long term, according to clean energy expert Tetsunari lida.

The government and Kansai Electric Power Co.'s current haste to fire up the Oi nuclear plant reactors in
Fukui Prefecture is "completely irrational,” said lida, one of 25 members on an industry ministry panel
drafting Japan's medium- to long-term energy strategy.

Before resuming operations at any reactors, the government should at the very least set up a new
"credible" nuclear regulatory body and await the final reports of state- and Diet-backed panels
investigating the Fukushima nuclear crisis, lida, also executive director of the Institute for Sustainable
Energy Policies, told The Japan Times recently.

"There's no way we should restart any reactors until the final reports (on the Fukushima disaster) are
released, and we identify the full extent of the problems," he said.

The government had planned to launch a new nuclear industry watchdog in April, but the requisite
legislation is still being deliberated at the Diet amid resistance from opposition parties.

"I think we need to establish a social consensus on how many more tons of spent fuel nuclear operators
are allowed to generate" when a final disposal method has not even been established yet, said lida, who
was opposed to nuclear power long before the Fukushima disaster erupted last March.

Describing the nation's long-term nuclear fuel cycle as unsustainable, lida predicted the amount of
accumulated spent fuel would reach a maximum capacity of around 20,630 tons in the coming decade if
atomic power plants were to keep operating at their normal pace — that is, assuming they are restarted.
Around 14,200 tons of spent nuclear fuel were being stored at various facilities nationwide as of
September, and utilities were churning out about 1,000 tons each year until the Fukushima No. 1 plant
meltdowns forced them to shut their reactors last March, according to government estimates.

The industry ministry's panel on energy policy has been studying what should be Japan's optimal mix of
power sources up to 2030.
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lida said Japan's ratio of renewable energies, such as solar, wind and geothermal power, should be tripled
from the present 10 percent to at least 30 percent of the total electricity supply by 2030, and that all
nuclear power generation should be phased out by that date.

Nuclear power accounted for about 30 percent Japan's total energy supply before three reactors at the
Fukushima No. 1 power station suffered catastrophic meltdowns triggered by events linked to the Great
East Japan Earthquake.

Other countries, most notably Germany, have considerably increased their use of renewable energies
over the past decade, according to lida, who also serves as an energy policy adviser to Osaka Mayor Toru
Hashimoto, a staunch opponent of restarting idled reactors in the Kansai region.

"We now know the potential of renewable energy. There is no need to return to nuclear power," lida said.

At the same time, he takes a pragmatic approach toward the nation's energy needs and is not opposed to
firing up reactors in the near future, given that constructing green energy facilities will take years, if not
decades.

But he firmly opposes a resumption of operations at the Oi plant at present, and accused the government
and Kansai Electric of remaining trapped in the "myth" of nuclear safety and of lacking adequate response
measures, and even awareness, about potential future disasters.

He said critical safety features still haven't been introduced at the Oi plant, including a high, reinforced
seawall to guard against higher-than-predicted tsunami, and a quake-resistant, airtight operations center.

When lida pointed out the lack of such measures to Kepco officials and asked them about their response
plans in the event of a nuclear disaster at Oi, they would only reply that serious accidents would be
prevented, he said.

On the possibility of power shortages in Kansai if the utility fails to get its reactors back online by
summer, lida said the projected shortfall of roughly 4.95 million kw could be covered through electricity-
saving efforts and alternative energy suppliers.

Kansai Electric will probably also receive support from other utilities facing less-severe supply crunches
in their service areas, including Hokuriku Electric Power Co., he suggested.
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Still, the high costs of running thermal power plants while their reactor operations remain stalled have
severely dented utilities' finances, and they will probably have to raise electricity rates to stave off
bankruptcy if their current woes continue, lida said.

Tokyo Electric Power Co., operator of the wrecked Fukushima No. 1 plant, has already implemented such
measures, hiking charges for its large-lot customers in April. The utility also plans to raise fees for
household consumers in the future, although this would require special government approval in advance.

In light of the current situation, lida called on the government to impose a "nuclear power moratorium"
for a set period of time, during which the state would cover utilities' soaring fuel costs to ensure an
uninterrupted electricity supply and work to vastly improve safety at atomic energy plants.

Mixed feelings

Japan shows mixed reaction to lack of nuclear energy
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120506p2g00m0dm061000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- People showed mixed reactions to the suspension of Japan's last commercial nuclear
reactor Saturday with some in business circles and host municipalities calling for early reactivation of
nuclear energy and others backing the halt of atomic energy due to safety concerns.

Hiromasa Yonekura, head of the Japan Business Federation, called for the reactivation of nuclear reactors,
expressing concern about effects of the suspension of nuclear energy on economic activities.

Yonekura, who heads the country's largest business lobby, also said utilities have boosted the capacity of
their thermal power plants but "that can little help stabilize power supply" which is essential for

businesses.

Hokkaido Electric Power Co. suspended the No. 3 reactor of its Tomari plant for regular checkups as the
last running unit among the 50 reactors in Japan in the wake of the crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear

plant crippled by the March 2011 devastating earthquake and tsunami.
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Makoto Yagi, chairman of the Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan, said in a statement, "We
will try to regain trust from society especially from the areas hosting nuclear plants and continue making
utmost efforts so that we can restart nuclear plants as soon as possible."

Tomari Mayor Hiroomi Makino also called for reactivation of the Tomari plant. "We're worried about the
safety of nuclear reactors following the Fukushima accident but we want an early reactivation” of the
Tomari plant, Makino said, citing economic benefits his village can gain by hosting it.

"I feel sorry. That's all," said a 73-year-old retired senior official of Hokkaido Electric Power Co. "If we lose
nuclear plants, efforts by people who were involved in construction of them and technicians...what was
that all about?"

In Sapporo, about 60 kilometers from Tomari, about 450 demonstrators marched through the streets
welcoming the absence of nuclear energy in Japan.

Toshihiro Yauchi, 39, said during the rally, "I don't want any reactivation of nuclear reactors."

Miyoshi Aida, a 58-year-old worker at the Fukushima Daiichi plant who lives in a temporary housing unit
in Fukushima Prefecture, said, "I believe it's realistic we don't operate any nuclear plants." Aida is from
Okuma, which is in a no-go zone near the crippled Fukushima plant.

Shizuoka Gov. Heita Kawakatsu criticized the government's response after the crisis at the Fukushima
Daiichi plant, saying the government "is vacillating between (the need of ensuring) safety and (the need of
ensuring) stable power supply and unable to gain public understanding.”

The prefecture, southwest of Tokyo, hosts the Hamaoka nuclear plant on the Pacific coast which has been
suspended at the request of the government due to concerns about a powerful earthquake predicted for
the area.

Minamata/Fukushima

May 7, 2012
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Citizens' gathering focuses on Minamata, Fukushima
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120507p2g00m0dm037000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- A Minamata disease sufferer suggested at a citizens' gathering Sunday that the
government has learned no lessons from the mercury-poisoning disease dating back to the 1950s and
repeated bungles in tackling the Fukushima nuclear crisis.

"People found crows and doves unable to fly in the coastal areas of Minamata, while livestock such as pigs
and chickens died after eating fish entrails in the early 1950s," Takeshi Sugimoto said in a speech at the
meeting in Tokyo. "And handicapped babies were born in the areas."

They were apparently contaminated with mercury-laced water dumped by chemical maker Chisso Corp.
into Minamata Bay, which led health authorities to officially recognize Minamata disease on May 1, 1956.

The gathering was sponsored by nonprofit organization Minamata Forum to mark the 56th anniversary
of the official recognition of Minamata disease, which causes various symptoms, such as sensory
impairment in the limbs.

"We were aware that something odd was happening, but we could not ban fishing in the bay and could
not stop the discharge of water (from the Chisso factory) in the absence of sufficient information,"
Sugimoto, a 72-year-old fisherman from Minamata, Kumamoto Prefecture, told the audience of around
700 people.

"It has been said on various occasions that we need to learn lessons from Minamata disease, but the
government has made mistakes in tackling the Fukushima nuclear disaster as it did" in dealing with the
disease, he said.

It has been pointed out following the nuclear crisis at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima Daiichi
power complex that the government's failure to disclose data on the predicted dispersion of radioactive
materials, collected by its System for Prediction of Environmental Emergency Dose Information, caused
unnecessary exposure to people living nearby.

Sugimoto, who was certified as a Minamata disease sufferer in 1981 at the age of 42, also said in the case
of Minamata, it had been a taboo to publicly talk about the disease. "If someone in a family developed the
disease, they hid the victim in an inner chamber."
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[t was once believed that Minamata disease was contagious, stirring discrimination against its victims and
their families as well as Minamata citizens as a whole.

Genichiro Takahashi, a popular writer who also spoke at the gathering, said referring to the suspension
on Saturday of Japan's last operating commercial nuclear reactor at Hokkaido Electric Power Co.'s Tomari
complex, "It is a good opportunity for us to think about what kind of world we should and want to create.”

"We need to learn from (the disasters of) Minamata and Fukushima and hand the lessons down to the
future,” said Takahashi, also a professor at Meiji Gakuin University.

The third speaker, Yuko Tanaka, professor of modern Japanese culture at Hosei University, said she went
through the issues surrounding Minamata disease during her younger days, and that she felt that she lived
at the expense of others.

"Now I think the Minamata issue was behind Japan's postwar high economic growth," she said.

In 1956, the year when Minamata disease was officially recognized, the then Economic Planning Agency
proudly declared the end of the postwar reconstruction era at the dawn of the period of high economic
growth.

What energy roadmap for Japan?

May 7, 2012

With no nuke reactors in operation, Japan struggles to chart new energy

strategy
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120507p2a00m0na014000c.html

As Japan no longer has any operating commercial nuclear reactors following the halt of its last
commercial nuclear reactor on the night of May 5, the reality in the aftermath of the Fukushima nuclear
disaster symbolizes a major turning point in the nation's energy policy.

The government, citing a possible summertime power shortage, is trying to restart the No. 3 and No. 4
reactors at the Oi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture, while exploring the feasibility of ending
Japan's reliance on nuclear power in the long run.
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But the government has yet to chart a course toward a future nuclear energy strategy because it is
uncertain if Japan will follow in the footsteps of Germany and graduate from atomic energy or how it will
find alternative sources of energy to replace nuclear power.

The basic policy panel of the Advisory Committee for Natural Resources and Energy, an advisory body to
the economy, trade and industry minister, has held debate on a review of Japan's current energy plan
since April. Members of the panel have been divided over a ratio of nuclear power in relation to the
nation's total power generation in 2030. Under the energy plan mapped out in June 2010, the government
had proposed building more than 14 new reactors and raising the share of nuclear power in relation to
total domestic power generation to 53 percent by 2030.

Panel members came up with four scenarios highlighting figures on a desirable energy mix for 2030
ranging in the share of nuclear power from zero to 35 percent as well as one scenario which would ask
users to choose such a share to analyze possible effects on the nation's employment and economy. The
panel will narrow down the options before presenting them to the public but difficulties in having the plan
accepted are expected.

During meetings of the basic policy panel, anti-nuclear members criticized a proposal to set the share of

nuclear power at 35 percent, saying it runs counter to the government's policy to end Japan's reliance on

nuclear power and questions the wisdom of the panel. They demanded the proposal be dropped from the
options. They also argued that the public will not accept the proposal because the 35 percent share is far

bigger than a share of about 26 percent in fiscal 2010 prior to the Fukushima nuclear crisis.

On the other hand, some further members who were former business leaders expressed concern about a
possible deepening power shortage due to a sudden departure from nuclear generation and supported
measures to restart idled nuclear reactors based on the premise of safety confirmation and on keeping the
share of nuclear power at the current level of more than 20 percent.

The government is also undecided on the fate of aging nuclear power plants. A nuclear power safety
reform bill now before the Diet sets the service span of nuclear plants at 40 years in principle but it can be
extended for a maximum of 20 years in exceptional circumstances. Nuclear disaster minister Goshi
Hosono says nuclear reactors will be decommissioned after 40 years in principle but the definition of
exceptional circumstances is vague.

Some government officials suggest that the service life of nuclear reactors can be extended to 60 years
only once if nuclear power operators apply.

According to the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy, the share of nuclear energy will automatically
drop to 13 to 15 percent in 2030 based on an assumption that nuclear reactors will be decommissioned
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after 40 years. But if the 60-year exceptional proposal is approved, the nuclear share may total 28 to 32
percent.

Efforts to find alternative sources of power generation which are essential for an end to nuclear power
are unclear. The government is pinning its hopes on renewable energy sources such as solar power and
wind-power generation.

Under a new system to oblige electric power companies to purchase all electricity from renewable energy
operators from July, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry plans to set the price tag of solar power
at 42 yen per kilowatt per hour to encourage renewable energy operators. But even if large-scale
hydraulic power is combined, raising the share of renewable energy from the current 10 percent to 25 to
35 percent in 2030 is not so easy.

The power-generating costs of renewable energy are higher than those of thermal power generation at 9
to 10 yen per kilowatt per hour and are added to utilities fees, causing greater burden on households and
companies. Unless those costs are cut, the government will not be able to promote renewable energy.

The combined share of cogeneration reusing thermal energy derived from power generation for air
conditioning and hot water and corporate in-house power generation is 15 percent at best. Accordingly,
greater thermal power generation fired by liquefied natural gas is a realistic alternative to nuclear power
but it also poses problems such as surging fuel costs and emissions of greenhouse gases.

How to manage without nukes

May 7, 2012

Editorial: Seek a way out of reliance on nuclear power
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /perspectives/news/20120507p2a00m0na006000c.html

Energy is a matter of life or death for a nation. As such, nuclear power has been an important source of
energy for many countries. However, one cannot help but doubt whether Japan really needed so many
nuclear power stations as all such plants have now been stopped.

Japan has still not achieved a society without nuclear power plants. It is of great significance for us to
experience a society that does not use nuclear power and to consider Japan's future energy situation. We
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should take this opportunity to prepare to change Japan's energy policy while looking back on the
country's history of nuclear power.

Japan's first commercial nuclear power station began operations in 1966. Japan's first light-water nuclear
reactor for commercial use transmitted power to the site of the opening ceremony for Expo 1970 in Osaka
Prefecture. The number of nuclear reactors in the country has since steadily increased and reached 55 in
2006.

Over that period, however, the world has witnessed serious nuclear accidents -- the Three Mile Island
accidentin 1979 and the Chernobyl disaster in 1986. A critical nuclear accident at a nuclear fuel
processing plant in Tokai, Ibaraki Prefecture, in 1999 and the Niigata Chuetsu Offshore Earthquake in
2007 that hit an area where a nuclear plant is located sounded an alarm about the risks of earthquakes
and radiation.

Nevertheless, Japan did not change its dependence on nuclear energy. Far from it, there were moves to
avoid a situation in which none of Japan's nuclear reactors would be in operation after the outbreak of the
crisis at the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant. Despite such moves, all of Japan's nuclear
reactors have been suspended, highlighting the public's strong will.

As many as 70 percent of respondents to an opinion poll that the Mainichi Shimbun conducted in
September last year called for a quick or gradual decrease in the number of nuclear plants. The
government must not ignore the public's hope to break Japan's dependence on nuclear plants.

In the short term, Japan may face tough choices between the risks of power shortages and those of
nuclear accidents.

However, the government has announced that Japan will pursue a society without nuclear power stations
under its policy of decreasing Japan's reliance on nuclear power and decommissioning nuclear reactors
that have been in operation for 40 years. Therefore, the government should take this opportunity to map
out a strategy of finding a way out of its reliance on nuclear power.

First, the government should show a road map toward decreasing its reliance on nuclear plants. To that
end, the government should assess the risks of all nuclear power stations across the country based on new
standards that will be worked out by a new nuclear energy regulatory body. It should assess risks
involving the location such as a fault fracture zone recently found just below the Tsuruga Nuclear Power
Plant in Fukui Prefecture, and decommission dangerous plants.
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Funds and human resources used for the construction of new nuclear plants and the nuclear fuel recycle
project should be diverted to the disposal of spent nuclear fuel and the decommissioning of reactors so
that Japan can lead the world in the nuclear reactor dismantling business.

All countries that have introduced nuclear plants face problems involving the disposal of
radioactive waste with no exception. This is a technological and political challenge that most countries
that possess such power stations have failed to tackle without future prospects. Whether Japan can take
the lead in working on the matter is of great significance to the international community.

The government is required to map out an energy policy that will not adversely affect people's daily lives
and industrial activity to prepare for a society without nuclear power stations. To that end, saving energy
is indispensable.

In particular, it is essential to substantially reduce electric power consumption during periods of peak
demand for electricity. If power consumption over several hours in the afternoons of summer -- when air
conditioners are in full operation -- is regulated, it will produce a leeway in energy supply and demand,
making it unnecessary for utilities to invest a massive amount of funds in plants and equipment.

[t is an urgent task to introduce a fare structure that will encourage consumers to save electric power
during hours of peak demand and a system under which utilities would buy saved power, as well as to
spread so-called smart meters to allow consumers to check their power consumption and rates at all
times.

It has been long believed that nuclear plants contribute to the energy security policy because their fuel is
less expensive, it emits little carbon dioxide, and uranium used as fuel can be stockpiled for many years.
What have been regarded as advantages of nuclear power should be taken into account in considering
new power sources even though questions have been raised over these advantages.

The introduction of renewable energy such as solar, wind and geothermal power is an urgent task from
the viewpoint of preventing global warming and contributing to energy security. A key to the introduction
of such eco-friendly energy is a system under which utilities buy electric power generated with such
energy sources at fixed prices. The government is scheduled to introduce this system in July.

The prices at which utilities are required to buy such power, which has been recently released by an
expert government panel, will allow the businesses to make profits from buying environment-friendly
energy and is expected to help spread renewable energy. It will also result in an increase in electricity
rates for each family by 70 to 100 yen a month, according to an estimate made by the Economy, Trade and
Industry Ministry.
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As the amount of renewable energy rises, it will increase the burden on consumers and businesses, and
could adversely affect the domestic industry's international competitiveness. In Germany, a developed
country in the spread of renewable energy, power suppliers were forced to lower their charges this spring
in response to protests from the public. It is important to pursue a well-balanced fare structure while
trying to win the public's understanding.

To reduce the prices of renewable energy, it is essential to ease regulations that are responsible for high
costs. In April, the Cabinet of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda approved 103-point deregulation measures,
such as lifting a ban on the construction of geothermal power generators on the premises of national
parks. It should promptly implement these steps.

Still, it will take a long time before renewable energy is widespread. Japan has no choice but to rely
heavily on thermal power for the time being. Utilities are urged to introduce thermal power generators
using natural gas, which emits a relatively low amount of carbon dioxide, as well as combined cycle power
generators.

[t is necessary to spur competition between power suppliers in order to lower electricity fares. The
government has come under mounting pressure to completely liberalize the wholesale selling of electric
power and abolish power suppliers' regional monopoly.

Offline nuke reactors still dangerous

May 8, 2012

News Navigator: What danger is still posed by offline nuclear reactors?
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120508p2a00m0na002000c.html

As of May 5, all nuclear reactors in Japan were offline. The Mainichi answers common questions readers
may have about the safety and dangers of offline nuclear plants.

Question: With the reactors offline, has the danger of nuclear accidents disappeared?

Answer: The danger is likely less than while the reactors are running, but it still exists. Nuclear plants
make power by turning turbines with the heat from the chained fission of Uranium-235 in nuclear fuel.
This chained fission is stopped in an offline reactor, but fuel rods continue to release "decay heat" as
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various unstable nuclei created during the reactors' operation until now naturally break down. This decay
heat has to continually be removed.

Q: What will happen if it is not removed?

A: A situation like the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant disaster could happen. In the case of the
Fukushima disaster, the No. 1 through 3 reactors were shut down due to the vibrations of the earthquake.
The tsunami that followed cut off all the plant's power and ability to inject water into its reactors,
preventing the removal of decay heat and causing the water in the reactors to boil and gradually
evaporate. This led to the fuel rods being exposed, which heated up and led to a meltdown, producing
hydrogen gas that exploded. The nuclear fuel of the No. 4 reactor had all been moved to the spent fuel pool
on the housing unit's top floor due to a regular reactor inspection, but water could not be injected there
either, so this fuel also fell into a dangerous state.

Q: How hot is decay heat?

A: Over a year has passed since the No. 1 through 3 reactors at the Fukushima No. 1 plant were stopped,
and the heat has dropped to around 0.4 percent of what it was immediately after the shutdown. Still, the
heat is at around 500 kilowatts, enough to boil around five cubic meters (5,000 liters) of 20 degree Celsius
water in an hour. It is for this reason that currently the Tokyo Electric Power Co. is injecting six to nine
cubic meters of water into each reactor per hour. It is said that used nuclear fuel normally must be kept in
water for around two years before it is sufficiently cooled down. Many of the nuclear reactors offline now
are in the middle of regular inspections, so much of the nuclear fuel has been moved to spent fuel pools,
but if cooling there stops then the same thing that happened at the Fukushima No. 1 plant could occur.

The danger of nuclear fuel in such pools was not recognized much before the Fukushima disaster.
Commissioner William Magwood of the United States' Nuclear Regulatory Commission has commented
that no one thought the pools would bring about danger.

Q: What safety measures have been taken against frequent earthquakes?

A: On instruction from the government, power companies have taken emergency safety measures such as
setting up more power-supplying vehicles on high ground so that if a tsunami like the one that hit after the
Great East Japan Earthquake strikes and takes out a nuclear plant's power, they can still cool the reactors
and spent fuel pools. (Answers by Taku Nishikawa, Science & Environment News Department)
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A majority against restarting Oi reactors and "can endure" restrictions

May 8, 2012

63% of Japanese citizens say 'no’' to restarting of Oi nuclear reactors:

Mainichi poll
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120508p2a00m0na014000c.html

Sixty-three percent of Japanese people stand against reactivating two idled reactors at the Oi Nuclear
Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture, and 74 percent say they "can endure" restricted use of electricity in the
summer, a nationwide survey conducted by the Mainichi shows, suggesting that the general public is
becoming increasingly in favor of breaking away from nuclear power generation.

The survey, conducted on May 5 and 6, shows only 31 percent of people agreeing to restart the No. 3 and
4 reactors that have been offline for regular inspections at the Oi nuclear power station. Seventy-four
percent, or nearly three in four Japanese, polled say they "can endure" restrictions, if imposed, on the use
of electricity during the summer due to no power supply from nuclear reactors in the country.

The survey also shows 77 percent of people say they "do not trust” new safety standards the government
compiled in April in a bid to seek consent from local residents and governments on the reactivation of the
idled reactors. Only 16 percent of people say they "trust” the new nuclear safety standards, underscoring
the fact that public distrust in the government's procedures has led people to firmly stand against the
reactivation of the nuclear reactors.

Looking at public awareness of potential restricted use of electricity in the upcoming summer by regions,
the survey shows 61 percent of people in the Kinki region, which is expected to face the most serious
power shortage, say they "can endure"” such restrictions. Seventy-nine percent of people in the Kanto
region, which took sweeping energy-saving measures last summer, also say they can put up with
restricted use of power. Meanwhile, more than 70 percent of people polled elsewhere in the country say
they can live with such restrictions.

Public support for the Cabinet of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, meanwhile, dropped 1 point to 27
percent from a previous survey conducted in April. Support for the Noda Cabinet has steadily been
declining over the past several months. The disapproval rating for the Noda Cabinet rose 2 points to 50
percent from the previous survey. This is the first time the disapproval rating for the current Cabinet has
topped the 50 percent level since Noda took office in September last year.
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People in some parts of Fukushima Prefecture, including those areas designated as evacuation zones in
the wake of the outbreak of the crisis at the Fukushima nuclear plant, were not subject to the Mainichi

survey.

323 000 in favor of a referendum

May 11, 2012

Citizens' group seeks referendum on restart of nuclear reactors
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120511p2g00m0dm011000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- A citizens' group said Thursday it has collected around 323,000 signatures in favor of a
referendum to determine whether nuclear reactors in Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s service area should be

restarted.

The group, Let's Decide Together/Citizen-Initiated National Referendum on Nuclear Power, submitted
the signatures to the Tokyo metropolitan government, and the metropolitan assembly is expected to hold

a vote on adopting an ordinance for the proposed referendum in June.
Tokyo Gov. Shintaro Ishihara has indicated his opposition to the adoption of such an ordinance.

The proposal from the group calls for Tokyo residents aged 16 or older, including permanent foreign
residents, to vote in the referendum to decide whether nuclear reactors in Tokyo Electric's service area

should be reactivated.

The Tokyo governor and the metropolitan assembly would be required to urge the central government
and Tokyo Electric to respect the referendum result, according to the proposal.

Tokyo Electric is the operator of the crippled Fukushima Daiichi complex.

Take action!

http://www.avaaz.org/en/un_for_fukushima_daiichi/?vl
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Posted: 8 May 2012

Experts have warned that a pool of dangerous radioactive cesium -- 10 times that of the Chernobyl
disaster -- still sits exposed at Fukushima Daiichi reactor #4. With the Japanese government failing to
act, it’s time for us to call for an international intervention.

If this pool were to leak, it could cause a radioactive fire forcing the evacuation of 35 million people
in Tokyo! Now 72 civil society groups and experts are calling for a UN-led independent assessment team -
- with no ties to the dirty nuclear industry -- to help ensure our safety. A massive jolt of people-power can
help thrust the UN into action.

Let's make sure we don't live through another Fukushima disaster. Call on Secretary General Ban Ki
Moon to address this urgent emergency immediately. Sign the petition now and forward this to

everyone you know. We'll deliver it straight to the UN headquarters in New York when we reach 50,000
signatures.

Kenzaburo Oe and nukes

Novelist Oe submits anti-nuclear petition to govt.
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120615_26.html

Nobel Prize-winning Japanese novelist Kenzaburo Oe has asked Japan's government to end its policy of
dependence on nuclear power.

Oe and 3 others handed an anti-nuclear power petition to Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura in
Tokyo on Friday. The petition was signed by nearly 6.5 million people across the country.

Oe told Fujimura that he opposes the government's plan to allow a restart of the Ohi nuclear plant in
Fukui Prefecture, western Japan.

The plant is to be the first to resume operation since all of Japan's 50 reactors were shut down after the
disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant in March last year.

Oe also urged the government to stop building nuclear plants and scrap existing ones.
He told reporters that the Fukushima accident has shown that people cannot coexist with nuclear plants.

He also said adults are responsible for opposing the restart, to maintain a healthy environment for
children.

Oe and his fellow campaigners plan to hold an anti-nuclear rally in Tokyo on July 16th. 100,000 people
are expected to attend.
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Letter of protest

Letter of protest to be addressed to the Japanese government.
see Beyond Nuclear : www.beyondnuclear.org

or Sortir du nucléaire, (the French coalition of anti-nukes groups)
http://www.sortirdunucleaire.org/

Letter of Protest

To: Mr. Yoshihiko Noda, Prime Minister of Japan

“Shame on you, Mr. Noda - listen to your people and act responsibly - Don’t restart Ohi reactors -
Come up with a responsible energy policy based on conservation and renewable energy”

Dear Prime Minister,

We protest your decision to restart two nuclear power reactors in the town of Ohi in Fukui Prefecture. We
ask you to reconsider and instead impose a moratorium on nuclear power in Japan. We ask you to come
up with a responsible energy policy for a Japan without nuclear power and based on energy conservation

and renewable energies.

Here are our reasons:
1 Your decision is undemocratic. The Japanese public is not supporting you. Many members and

parliamentarians of your own party are not standing with you.

2 The full truth about the meltdown of the three reactors in Fukushima has not been established, yet.

3 The prevailing, temporary safety standards that have been applied by the stress tests and that you
referred to when you declared the Ohi reactors to be safe, are insufficient. At present, essential safety
measures that are required by the stress tests have not yet been implemented in Ohi. It is not verified
whether the reactors can be shut down safely if a serious earthquake were to occur.

4 Any new regime of safety standards must be formulated and overseen by a truly independent
Nuclear Safety Agency. This agency has not yet been established, and parliamentary procedures have just

been started.
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5 The sharp increase in seismic activities in Japan since the earthquake and tsunami catastrophe of
March 11 is alarming. The fact that there are active fault lines in the vicinity of the Ohi reactors, and
perhaps even under the site is a major reason of concern.

You may reject this letter as an outside interference into the internal affairs of Japan. However, we know
since Chernobyl and Fukushima that the fallout of nuclear accidents does not know national borders, but
severely impacts the global environment and bears unknown risks to the health of all mankind. We
believe it is our moral obligations to voice our concerns to you.

We also know that our concerns are shared by many people in your country and that a majority of your
people does not agree with you. We have high respect for the people of Japan, for their sense of
community and service in times of great harm. We believe in their creativity and strong will to overcome
these difficult times, and to rebuild a Japan without nuclear power.

We, therefore, ask you to kindly reconsider the restart of the Ohi reactors and to declare a moratorium on

nuclear power. We ask you to come up with a responsible energy policy for a Japan without nuclear power
based on energy conservation and renewable energies.

Let's think ahead

June 18,2012

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120618p2a00m0na012000c.html

Editorial: Don't reverse policy toward less reliance on nuclear plants
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Protesters standing in the rain chant slogans against the restart of the Oi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui
Prefecture, in front of the Prime Minister's Office in Tokyo on June 16. (Mainichi)

Despite its decision to allow Kansai Electric Power Co. (KEPCO) to reactivate two idled reactors at the Oi
Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture, the government should not reverse its policy of cutting down on
Japan's reliance on nuclear power.

In a meeting with Cabinet ministers concerned, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda officially decided to allow
Osaka-based KEPCO to resume operations at the No. 3 and 4 reactors at the plant that had been
suspended for regular inspections.

Fukui Gov. Issei Nishikawa was quoted as telling Noda prior to the meeting of those Cabinet members,
"We agree to the reactivation of the reactors in order to contribute to the stability of people's livelihoods
and industries in Kansai, a major electric power consuming region."

It will be the first time since the outbreak of the disaster at the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear
Power Plant in March 2011 for nuclear reactors suspended for regular inspections to be reactivated,
putting an end to the situation in which no nuclear reactor in Japan is in operation.

However, members of the general public are apparently worried about the government's decision and
harbor distrust.

Learning lessons from the Fukushima nuclear crisis, the government has declared that Japan will
decrease its dependence on atomic power. However, even though 15 months have passed since the crisis
was triggered by the March 11, 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami, the government has failed
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to show any clear vision for its nuclear energy policy, such as its overall energy policy and how to position
nuclear power in it. It has delayed a decision on specific measures to respond to serious nuclear accidents.

Under these circumstances, it is totally unacceptable for the government to reactivate nuclear reactors
without in-depth debate on the issue.

Touching on an anticipated surge in the demand for electricity in summer, Prime Minister Noda told a
news conference on June 8, "We'll take measures to minimize the impact on people's daily lives. Japanese
society can't do without atomic power stations."

He also denied that operations at the Oi nuclear power plant will be limited to summer. "We can't protect
people's livelihoods if nuclear plants are allowed to be in operation only in summer."

The government's Energy and Environment Council will map out Japan's new energy strategy sometime
around this August. Before approving the strategy, the government is supposed to clearly show options,
such as a review of the nuclear energy policy and global warming countermeasures, for national debate.

The prime minister's remarks, which could be interpreted as suggestions that the government will
promote nuclear power ahead of alternative options, should be criticized as making light of such national
debate. The new energy strategy must not reverse the government's policy of relying less on nuclear
power. The energy industry and other businesses can strategically respond to the new policy only if the
government clearly shows its stance to lower Japan's dependence on nuclear plants.

Prime Minister Noda said the safety of nuclear plants is effectively guaranteed, referring to the
reactivation of the idled reactors. We call this "a relapse to the safety myth" of nuclear power stations.

The government worked out safety standards for the resumption of operations at idled nuclear reactors
in April. The standards, based on emergency countermeasures following the outbreak of the Fukushima
nuclear crisis and the primary evaluation of safety assessments called "stress tests," call for
countermeasures only against earthquakes and tsunami as large as the March 11, 2011 disasters.
Moreover, the standards give nuclear plant operators a grace period for building quake-resistant
buildings on the premises of such power stations that will serve as a base for a response to accidents.

International safety standards for nuclear power plants call for "defense in depth,” including measures to
prevent damage from accidents beyond the scope of assumptions and to protect the safety of residents
near such power stations. However, Japan's current nuclear plant safety measures do not meet
international standards. The executive and legislative branches of accident investigation panels have not

88



completed their investigations into the Fukushima crisis, which should be reflected in safety measures.
Therefore, the prime minister has admitted that the current safety standards are only provisional.

The government is set to merge the Nuclear Safety Commission and the Nuclear and Industrial Safety
Agency (NISA) into a "nuclear power regulatory commission" by September, and the new panel will work
out new safety standards. The standards are expected to come into force sometime around summer 2013.
The new standards should apply to reactivation of nuclear reactors other than Oi, and as the governments
of Shiga and Kyoto prefectures that neighbor Fukui demand, operations at Oi's No. 3 and 4 reactors should
be limited to summer when the consumption of electric power surges.

NISA has instructed electric power companies to re-examine faults situated around their nuclear plants
following the finding that a fault in Fukushima Prefecture, which had been believed to be stable, actually
moved as a result of aftershocks following the Great East Japan Earthquake.

There is a "fracture zone," a kind of fault, just below the Oi plant. Some experts have warned that the fault
is posing a danger to the plant even though NISA denies it. The new regulatory panel will be required to
review the established evaluations of faults around nuclear power stations across the country.

Noda held the news conference because Fukui Gov. Nishikawa urged the prime minister to appeal to the
public that nuclear power plants are important for Japan and that the Oi plant needs to be reactivated.

Fukui Prefecture is home to 13 commercial nuclear reactors -- 11 operated by KEPCO including Oi's No. 3
and 4 plants, and two run by Japan Atomic Power Co. -- as well as the Monju prototype fast-breeder
reactor. If Japan steadily decreases its dependence on nuclear power, it will have a serious impact on the
regional economy. Gov. Nishikawa took advantage of an anticipated power shortage in summer to draw
such bold remarks from the prime minister.

However, the Fukushima nuclear crisis has reminded us that once an accident occurs at a nuclear power
station, it will cause damage across prefectural borders and adversely affect all of Japan. It is essential for
both electric power supplying and consuming regions to cooperate in seeking specific ways to slash
Japan's reliance on nuclear power and vitalize the regional economy.

Even if operations at Oi's No. 3 and 4 reactors are resumed, electric power will still be in short supply
mainly in KEPCO's service area. The government should not relax its energy-saving policy. The serious
electric power shortage in the wake of the outbreak of the Fukushima nuclear crisis has reminded
members of the public of the need to save electric power, and prompted businesses to take various
measures to reduce their power consumption. Now is a good opportunity to speed up the transformation
of Japan into an energy-saving society.
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According to an opinion poll that the Mainichi Shimbun conducted on June 2 and 3, 71 percent of
respondents said the government does not need to rush to reactivate Oi's No. 3 and 4 reactors. When
asked if the pollees can tolerate the situation if the reactors cannot be reactivated by summer and their
electricity consumption at their homes and workplaces is restricted, 77 percent answered in the
affirmative, far above 19 percent who said they cannot.

So-called "negawatt power" transactions, in which power suppliers pay fees depending on the amounts of
power saved, and the expansion of power interchanges between utilities should be promoted regardless
of whether Japan should cut back on its reliance on atomic power. These measures will help overcome a
possible shortage of electricity and reduce a surplus in electric power generation facilities. Consumers are
also urged to review their lifestyles in an effort to reduce their electric power consumption in summer. We
can strive a step closer to a society without nuclear power stations by experiencing a power shortage in
summer and overcoming it.

"Untenable as a policy”
June 17,2012

Regrettable 'go’ on reactors
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/print/ed20120617al.html

The government on Saturday finally gave the go-ahead to Kansai Electric Power Co.'s plan to restart the
Nos. 3 and 4 reactors at its Oi nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture. The decision ignores the crucial
lesson from the accident at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant: Building and
operating nuclear power plants in this quake-prone country, which could cause a catastrophe with
irreparable damage, is untenable as a policy.

Regrettably the government made the decision even without presenting a concrete road map to
eventually make Japan free from nuclear power. The decision this time will dampen people’s efforts to
save power. Economically it will be sound for Japan to push green energy industry to create new
technologies and jobs and to disperse small-scale power plants using renewable energy sources across the
nation.

It is deplorable that although both the government and Kepco were aware for a long time of the
possibility that the areas serviced by Kepco will face power shortages this coming summer, they did not
make preparations in advance to overcome the expected shortages without relying on nuclear power. It is
not far-fetched to say that while not making such preparations, the government and Kepco roused a fear
about power shortage and used it as an excuse to restart the Oi reactors. Attention must be paid to the fact
that the government has ruled out limiting the operation of the Oi reactors to the coming summer as a
means of tiding over large demand for power mainly due to use of air-conditioners.

[t is not unreasonable to suspect that the government and the power industry are aiming to use the Oi
restart as the first step to carry out full-scale restart of all the reactors that are now offline without making
a concrete plan to abolish nuclear power generation in Japan.
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Clearly the safety measures taken for the Oi plant are inadequate. It will take three years for Kepco to
install filters to remove radioactive substances in case such substances have to be vented from reactor
cores during an emergency.

It will also take three years for Kepco to install a seismically isolated emergency command center. In
addition, neither the government nor Kepco has worked out a concrete plan to evacuate people in case a
severe accident occurs at the Oi plant.

On June 8, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said even if a quake and a tsunami as strong as those that hit
Fukushima No. 1 occured, an accident can be prevented and that it is ensured that even loss of all power
sources will not lead to damage a reactor core.

How many people will believe his assurance?

US demonstrators protest restart of Japanese reactors

June 19, 2012

Protestors rally in Washington against Japan's nuclear restart
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120619p2g00m0dm099000c.html

WASHINGTON (Kyodo) -- Antinuclear protestors and conservationists rallied in Washington on Monday
against Japan's approval for resuming two idled nuclear reactors, calling for Tokyo to reverse the decision.

The protest in front of the Japanese Embassy in Washington followed similar protests in other countries,
including Australia, France, Germany, India, Italy, South Korea and Thailand, according to its organizers.

Holding signs with slogans such as "Don't Nuke the Climate," the protesters presented an embassy official
with a petition addressed to Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda along with about 5,500 signatures.

Titus North, a member of an environmental conservation group participating in the rally, said, "We want
Japan to show the world that (a nation) can do without nuclear power plants."

The Japanese government on Saturday approved restarting the reactors at the Oi plant in Fukui on the
Sea of Japan coast, the first to come back on line since all reactors in Japan were idled amid concern about
their safety following last year's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant crisis.

Antinuke protests

June 23,2012
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Oi prompts domestic, U.S. antinuclear rallies

Kyodo

Saturday, June 23, 2012
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120623x1.html#.T-XIA5SHnPOc

Tens of thousands of demonstrators held antinuclear energy rallies in Tokyo, Osaka and U.S. cities
Friday over the government's decision to restart the first idled reactors since the Fukushima No. 1
meltdowns.

Fukushima Prefecture residents also staged events on the sidelines of a U.N. Conference on Sustainable
Development in Rio de Janeiro, joining citizens' groups at home and abroad calling for a nuclear-free
world.

In a further development, a group in Niigata Prefecture on Saturday began collecting signatures for an
ordinance to hold a referendum on whether to allow a restart of Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Kashiwazaki-
Kariwa nuclear plant, the world's largest atomic energy complex.

Organizers of a demonstration in Tokyo outside the prime minister’s office said an estimated 45,000
people gathered Friday evening to protest the government's decision to authorize the restart of two
reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture.

Brandishing placards and banners reading "Stop Oi" and "Don't Accept Nuclear Power," the crowd vented
its anger over the state's green light to fire up the two units.

"The government's decision (to reactivate the Oi reactors) is folly. We should not leave it to the next
generation to solve the energy issue," said a 42-year-old woman from Kofu, Yamanashi Prefecture, who
went to the event with her children.

The rallies, which have been held on a weekly basis since March, have been growing in size with more and
more people apparently learning of them via Twitter messages. The organizers said they plan to stage
another protest Friday in front of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's office in Chiyoda Ward.

Also Friday evening, around 1,500 demonstrators gathered outside Kansai Electric's head office in Kita
Ward, Osaka, to denounce the Oi reactor restart.
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"They are trying to scare us by saying power supplies may run out even if the reactors are restarted," one
protester, a 34-year-old company employee, said in reference to the government's regional power-

rationing targets.

Keiko Yukimoto, a 34-year-old homemaker from Hirakata in Osaka Prefecture who attended the rally
with her 4-year-old son, voiced her disapproval over the Oi restart decision. "I think a reactivation is

premature,” she said.
One of the protest organizers in Osaka said many people started turning up at the rallies, which have been

held almost every Friday since April, after reading tweets urging them to participate.

In the United States, antinuclear protesters delivered a letter addressed to the prime minister opposing

the Oi facility's restart to the Japanese Consulate General in Los Angeles.

"Your decision is undemocratic. It is clear even from the United States that the Japanese public is not

supporting you," the letter warns Noda. "You may reject this letter as outside interference. ... However,
the fallout of nuclear accidents does not know national borders (and) severely impacts the global

environment.”

Around three dozen people protested outside the consulate, including some residents from near
California's San Onofre nuclear plant, which has been idlesince a steam generator leaked radioactive

water in January.
"The only difference between us and Japan is they got the earthquake before we did," said activist Gene

Stone, 58, who lives about 20 km from the idled plant.

Similar protests were held Friday on the West Coast at Japan's consulates in San Francisco and Portland,

Oregon.
In Rio de Janeiro, seven visiting residents from Fukushima Prefecture gave talks at antinuclear events

near the U.N. conference venue, with each event drawing 10 to 50 listeners.

About 20 protesters from nongovernmental organizations in Japan and other countries disrupted
proceedings on the final day of the so-called Rio+20 meeting Friday, shouting antinuclear slogans at

conference participants.

June 19, 2012

Protestors rally in Washington against Japan's nuclear restart
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120619p2g00m0dm099000c.html
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WASHINGTON (Kyodo) -- Antinuclear protestors and conservationists rallied in Washington on Monday
against Japan's approval for resuming two idled nuclear reactors, calling for Tokyo to reverse the decision.

The protest in front of the Japanese Embassy in Washington followed similar protests in other countries,
including Australia, France, Germany, India, Italy, South Korea and Thailand, according to its organizers.

Holding signs with slogans such as "Don't Nuke the Climate," the protesters presented an embassy official
with a petition addressed to Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda along with about 5,500 signatures.

Titus North, a member of an environmental conservation group participating in the rally, said, "We want

Japan to show the world that (a nation) can do without nuclear power plants."

The Japanese government on Saturday approved restarting the reactors at the Oi plant in Fukui on the
Sea of Japan coast, the first to come back on line since all reactors in Japan were idled amid concern about

their safety following last year's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant crisis.

No to Oi restart

June 23,2012

Thousands protest against Oi nuclear plant restart in Tokyo
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120623p2a00m0na005000c.html

Thousands of people gathered in front of the Prime Minister's Office in Tokyo on June 22 in a protest

against the reactivation of the Oi nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture.
Organizers of the protest, which lasted about two hours, said some 45,000 people took part.

"No to reactivation!" the protesters chanted repeatedly as they occupied about 700 meters of walkways

and pavements around the Prime Minister's Office in the Nagatacho district.
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Participants of a rally chant messages of protest against the reactivation of the Oi nuclear power plant in
Fukui Prefecture, in front of the Prime Minister's Office (seen in the background) in Tokyo's Chiyoda Ward
on the evening of June 22. (Mainichi)

"I learned about today's activity via Facebook," said a 32-year-old company employee visiting from
Tsuchiura, Ibaraki Prefecture. "I'm appalled at (the government's decision on) restarting the nuclear
reactors while the method to dispose of nuclear waste hasn't been determined.” He said he joined the

protest after deciding he shouldn't remain silent.
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The anti-nuclear rally was initiated by the citizens network "Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes"
(Shutoken Hangenpatsu Rengo). When the group started its series of protests in March, there were
around 300 people taking part, but the number of participants has since steadily grown, according to

group members.

The Metropolitan Police Department put the number of demonstrators at the rally at some 11,000.

(Related link)
Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes: http://coalitionagainstnukes.jp/

Oi prompts domestic, U.S. antinuclear rallies

Kyodo

Saturday, June 23, 2012
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120623x1.html#.T-XIA5SHnPOc

Tens of thousands of demonstrators held antinuclear energy rallies in Tokyo, Osaka and U.S. cities
Friday over the government's decision to restart the first idled reactors since the Fukushima No. 1

meltdowns.

Fukushima Prefecture residents also staged events on the sidelines of a U.N. Conference on Sustainable
Development in Rio de Janeiro, joining citizens' groups at home and abroad calling for a nuclear-free

world.

In a further development, a group in Niigata Prefecture on Saturday began collecting signatures for an
ordinance to hold a referendum on whether to allow a restart of Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Kashiwazaki-
Kariwa nuclear plant, the world's largest atomic energy complex.

Organizers of a demonstration in Tokyo outside the prime minister’s office said an estimated 45,000
people gathered Friday evening to protest the government's decision to authorize the restart of two
reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture.

Brandishing placards and banners reading "Stop Oi" and "Don't Accept Nuclear Power," the crowd vented
its anger over the state's green light to fire up the two units.

"The government's decision (to reactivate the Oi reactors) is folly. We should not leave it to the next
generation to solve the energy issue,” said a 42-year-old woman from Kofu, Yamanashi Prefecture, who

went to the event with her children.
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The rallies, which have been held on a weekly basis since March, have been growing in size with more and
more people apparently learning of them via Twitter messages. The organizers said they plan to stage
another protest Friday in front of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's office in Chiyoda Ward.

Also Friday evening, around 1,500 demonstrators gathered outside Kansai Electric's head office in Kita
Ward, Osaka, to denounce the Oi reactor restart.

"They are trying to scare us by saying power supplies may run out even if the reactors are restarted,” one
protester, a 34-year-old company employee, said in reference to the government's regional power-
rationing targets.

Keiko Yukimoto, a 34-year-old homemaker from Hirakata in Osaka Prefecture who attended the rally
with her 4-year-old son, voiced her disapproval over the Oi restart decision. "I think a reactivation is
premature,” she said.

One of the protest organizers in Osaka said many people started turning up at the rallies, which have been
held almost every Friday since April, after reading tweets urging them to participate.

In the United States, antinuclear protesters delivered a letter addressed to the prime minister opposing
the Oi facility's restart to the Japanese Consulate General in Los Angeles.

"Your decision is undemocratic. It is clear even from the United States that the Japanese public is not
supporting you," the letter warns Noda. "You may reject this letter as outside interference. ... However,
the fallout of nuclear accidents does not know national borders (and) severely impacts the global
environment.”

Around three dozen people protested outside the consulate, including some residents from near
California's San Onofre nuclear plant, which has been idlesince a steam generator leaked radioactive
water in January.

"The only difference between us and Japan is they got the earthquake before we did," said activist Gene
Stone, 58, who lives about 20 km from the idled plant.

Similar protests were held Friday on the West Coast at Japan's consulates in San Francisco and Portland,
Oregon.
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In Rio de Janeiro, seven visiting residents from Fukushima Prefecture gave talks at antinuclear events
near the U.N. conference venue, with each event drawing 10 to 50 listeners.

About 20 protesters from nongovernmental organizations in Japan and other countries disrupted
proceedings on the final day of the so-called Rio+20 meeting Friday, shouting antinuclear slogans at
conference participants.

Yamaguchi governor won't extend permit

Yamaguchi Prefecture to stop nuclear plant project
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120625_24.html

The governor of Yamaguchi Prefecture in western Japan says he won't extend a permit for a land

reclamation project to build a nuclear power plant.

Governor Sekinari Nii made the remark at a prefectural assembly on Monday. He was referring to the
planned construction of the Kaminoseki plant on the coast of the Seto Inland Sea.

Chugoku Electric Power Company wants to build the facility in Kaminoseki Town. But it suspended the
reclamation work after last year's accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant.

The current license given to the utility for the reclamation will expire in October.

Nii said the central government is currently reviewing the country's energy policy and that makes the
future of the Kaminoseki plant unclear.

He added there is no just reason to extend the permit unless new safety standards for nuclear reactors
are putin place.

Once the current permit expires, Chugoku Electric will have to make a fresh application that meets new
safety standards to continue the project.

Shika plant not quake-resistant

June 26, 2012

Local residents file suit against Hokuriku Electric, demand Shika nuke plant

be halted
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120626p2a00m0na009000c.html
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KANAZAWA -- One hundred and twenty local residents filed a lawsuit with the Kanazawa District Court
against Hokuriku Electric Power Co. on June 26, demanding the utility stop operating the Shika Nuclear
Power Plant, which they say is not fully resistant to major earthquakes.

In the suit, the local residents from Ishikawa and Toyama prefectures said, "The present quake-resistance
guidelines for the nuclear power plant have serious flaws." They argued that the nuclear power station
was not built on the assumption that multiple active faults near the nuclear plant could work together and
the utility does not take into account an assessment made by experts that the "Togikawa-nangan fault"
immediately next to the nuclear plant is an active fault.

Moreover, in light of the recorded history of earthquakes, they say that the nuclear power station must be
built in such a way as to withstand magnitude-7.3 earthquakes, but the utility assumes earthquakes of
only up to magnitude 6.8. The plaintiffs also say, "Risks are emerging of a severe accident occurring (like
what happened at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant).

Hokuriku Electric declined to comment, saying it had not received the suit.

With respect to lawsuits over operations of the Shika Nuclear Power Plant, the Kanazawa District Court
ruled in March 2006 in favor of a suit demanding operations at the No. 2 reactor be halted. It was the only
commercial nuclear reactor in Japan a court accepted a lawsuit against. In March 2009, however, the
Kanazawa branch of the Nagoya High Court overturned the lower court ruling. And in October 2010, the
Supreme Court dismissed the plaintiffs' appeal, ending the court battle over the nuclear reactor at the
Shika Nuclear Power Plant.

Friday protesters in Tokyo
For the photos of the demonstration see for instance the page on the "Revolution des hortensias" on the

Blog de Fukushima

June 29, 2012
Protests over nuclear plant restart continue
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120629_35.html

A crowd rallied in front of the Prime Minister's Official Residence in Tokyo on Friday to protest the restart
a nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture, central Japan.

Protesters have been gathering every Friday since late March. Their activities are organized by a coalition
of anti-nuclear groups in and around Tokyo.
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The organizers say more and more people are getting in on the action through social media and word of

mouth.

A cross-section of Tokyo residents formed a line several hundred meters long.

Protesters held up signs demanding the government retract its decision to restart the Ohi reactors.

The reactors were shut down 15 months ago for maintenance. One placard read "No more Fukushimas."

A 57-year-old man said he joined the protest for the first time when he learned about it on Twitter. He
said the government's handling of the re-start lacks transparency and that it should review the way

nuclear power plants are operated.

A 40-year-old woman was with her son and mother. She said she was at first reluctant to take part in the
protest, but wanted to protect her children from radiation fears.

M.Noda, listen to the people’s voices

Even Noda startled by size of anti-nuclear protest outside his office

June 30, 2012
THE ASAHI SHIMBUN
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/A]201206300021

Thousands rallied outside the prime minister’s office in Tokyo’s Nagatacho district to protest the

government's decision to restart two reactors at the Oi nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture.

The No. 3 and No. 4 reactors, operated by Kansai Electric Power Co., had been shut down for regular
maintenance inspections. The No. 3 reactor is due to go back online on July 1.

Similar protest rallies were held across the country, including Osaka, which is served by Kansai Electric.

Many people joined the rally in Tokyo on June 29 in response to calls on Twitter. Holding banners and
placards, the crowd filled the sidewalk on the way to the prime minister’s office.

Organizers said the crowd numbered 150,000 to 180,000, but Tokyo police estimated it at 17,000 strong.
“Make an honorable withdrawal from nuclear power generation,” one protester shouted.
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“Listen to the people’s voices,” said another.

Protesters, shouting until they were hoarse, called on the government to unequivocally abandon nuclear
power generation.

Protests outside the prime minister’s office have been a weekly occurrence since March. That event
initially attracted only 300 or so people.

The number of people attending the rallies, held mainly on Fridays, has grown over time as a result of
calls on Twitter and other social networking sites.

According to organizers, about 45,000 people attended the June 22 rally. The latest rally far outnumbered
that figure, they said.

Chants of “Saikado hantai!” (We oppose the restart of the reactors) filled the street from 6 p.m.

People from all walks of life--homemakers with children, middle aged businessmen and the elderly--came
over to join the demonstration until the crowd was spilling out onto the street.

A 36-year-old woman from Tokyo’s Adachi Ward, who came with her two sons, aged 7 and 3, said it was
the first time she had attended the weekly rally.

“The government never cares about our lives,” she said. “I have been a silent observer so far, but I cannot
stand aside any longer.”

In Osaka, an estimated 2,200 protesters gathered in front of Kansai Electric’s head office in Kita Ward,
according to organizers.

Citizens’ rallies against the reactor restarts were also held in Nagoya, Nagasaki, Kumamoto and
elsewhere.

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda seemed to be taken aback by the noisy chanting as he left his office for the
nearby official residence around 7 p.m.
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At one point, he turned his head in the direction of the chanting, telling a police officer who was guarding
him, “It is such a huge sound.”

Noda then continued on without pausing.

(This article was written by Takuya Sumikawa and Akiko Tada.)
THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Thousands rally in front of PM's office to protest Oi nuke reactor restart

Thousands of people rally in front of Prime Minister's Office in Tokyo's Chiyoda Ward on June 29 to
protest the July 1 restart of the Oi Nuclear Power Plant. (Mainichi)

WEREE
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120630p2a00m0na015000c.html

Thousands of people rallied outside the Prime Minister's Office on June 29 against the impending restart
of the Oi nuclear plant.
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Despite the size of the gathering, however, the crowd was peaceful and orderly, with protesters including
parents with their children chanting, "No to nuke plant restarts."

The administration of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda has approved the restart of two reactors at the Oi
nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture operated by Kansai Electric Power Co., and they are set to go back online
on July 1.

As crowds began gathering from around 4 p.m., one could see a great variety of protesters -- some came
with placards reading, "Absolutely no restart,” while others simply came with their families. There were
elderly protesters and others in business suits who had come straight from their offices.

"I've never joined a demonstration before, but I can no longer be indifferent," said Hideyuki Tanaka, 38, a
resident of Saitama Prefecture, who joined the rally on his way home from work. "(The protest) didn't
seem to be of a political character, so | wasn't reluctant to join in."

Satomi Nakata, 44, a resident of Shizuoka Prefecture taking part in a protest for the first time, joined the
rally with her three children aged 6 to 15. "I learned on the Internet that the protest would be peaceful, so
[ came with my kids," she said. "All protesters here are simply trying to say that they want a normal life
and that they want to protect their children. I share the exact same feelings."

The demonstration, organized by the civic antinuclear group Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes via
major social networking websites, was the latest in a series of protests held near the Prime Minister's
Office in Tokyo's Nagatacho district over the past few months. The first demonstration, held prior to the
government's initial April 3 debate on the restart of the Oi plant, drew only about 300 people. The number
of demonstrators, however, has increased drastically, with organizers announcing more than 10,000
people had joined a protest on June 15 -- the day before the government announced its final decision on
the restart of the Oi nuclear plant.

Organizers' estimates put the June 29 rally at some 200,000 people, though police placed the figure at
closer to 17,000.

One organizer going by the name Misao Redwolf said the coalition has worked hard to disassociate the
rally from the violent image many associate with public protests, and mount the kind of demonstration
that anyone can feel comfortable attending.

At around 6 p.m. the rally began heating up with constant chants of, "No to nuke plant restarts." An hour
later, the crowd had swelled significantly, bursting onto the road in front of the Prime Minister's Office.
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Police cars flooded the area as well, and the demonstration -- initially planned to run until 8 p.m. --

wrapped up 15 minutes early.
"An accident here will not stop the nuclear plant,” Redwolf said through a microphone, urging protesters

to calmly return to their homes.

Shortly before 7 p.m., Prime Minister Noda returned to his official residence next to his office. He was
quoted by sources as telling his bodyguard that "it's quite loud," referring to the demonstrators' shouts,
clearly audible even inside the residence.

Meanwhile, another rally opposing the reactivation of the Oi plant was held in Osaka's Kita Ward in front
of Kansai Electric's headquarters on the same day. According to organizers, about 2,200 people joined the
demonstration

Protestors at Oi nuclear plant

July 1, 2012
Antinuclear protesters block road to Oi plant ahead of restart
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120701p2g00m0dm016000c.html

TSURUGA (Kyodo) -- A group of about 100 antinuclar protesters on Saturday blocked a road outside the
front gate of the Oi nuclear plant in western Japan, ahead of the planned reactivation of a reactor there on

Sunday.

The protesters, part of 650 people who took part in a rally against the reactivation, sought to block the
entrance to the plant in Fukui Prefecture with more than a dozen vehicles in an attempt to prevent
workers from entering the facility.

The group is set to remain at the site until Sunday night when the process of reactivating the No.3 reactor
is scheduled to begin. The plant operator, Kansai Electric Co., said the protest will not affect the
reactivation process.

Earlier Saturday, the 650 protesters presented an official of the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency with
a petition addressed to senior vice industry minister Seishu Makino, who is expected to stay near the plant
for about a week to monitor the reactivation process until the reactor reaches its full output capacity. The
petition urged the immediate halt to the reactivation process.
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The Oi plant on the Sea of Japan coast is the first to come back online since all commercial reactors in

Japan ceased operating amid concern about their safety following last year's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
plant disaster.

Protestors gather at Ohi nuclear plant
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120701_13.html

Protestors are gathering at the Ohi nuclear power plant in central Japan ahead of the restart of one of its
reactors on Sunday evening.

Members of groups opposing the first restart of idled reactors in the country began assembling near the
plant's gate from Saturday evening.

They are blocking a road leading to the plant, some using vehicles.

Some protestors are holding banners that call for no reactivation. Others shouted slogans and beat drums.

Kansai Electric Power Company says the presence of protestors is making it difficult for workers to enter
the site, but that the plant's operations have not been affected.

Anti-nuke protests continue

July 7, 2012

Nuclear protesters fill areas around Prime Minister's Office
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Protesters call fof the suspension of the Oi nuclear power plant in front of the Prime Minister's Office in
Tokyo's Chiyoda Ward amid the rain on the evening of July 6. (Mainichi)
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120707p2a00m0na008000c.html

Tens of thousands of protesters against the restart of the Oi nuclear power plant braved the cold evening
rain to fill walkways and pavements around the Prime Minister's Office in Tokyo on July 6, demonstrating
their continued efforts and unity in calling for a breakaway from nuclear power.

While the anti-nuclear protest has been staged near the premier's office in the Nagatacho district every
Friday evening since March, the latest action marked the first since the reactivation of the No. 3 reactor at
Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture on July 1.

Participants of the rally, which started shortly before 6 p.m. amid the rain, raised placards reading
"Abolish nuclear power plants” and chanted such slogans as "No to reactivation” and "Bring our
Fukushima back."

Musician Ryuichi Sakamoto joined the protest shortly after 7 p.m., encouraging participants through a
microphone, "It will be a long struggle, but let's hold out."

A 42-year-old university lecturer from Tokyo's Bunkyo Ward said he cancelled one of his classes to take
part in the rally.
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"The processes that the government made toward the reactivation (of the Oi plant) were incoherent. I've
rushed here today thinking nothing will be changed if things remain as they are," he said.

The Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, a citizens' network that has organized the weekly protest, put
the number of participants in the latest rally at some 150,000, while the Metropolitan Police Department
said 21,000 people took part.

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda tacitly admitted his awareness of the anti-nuclear movement as he
answered reporters' questions while leaving his office for his official residence that evening. When a
reporter asked him, "Are you facing up to the voices of protest?”, the prime minister nodded in silence.
When reporters asked if he had anything to say to the protesters, he replied, "We've received many
opinions, various opinions."

Anti-nuke protest in Tokyo (2)

July 8, 2012

Tokyo rally condemns Oi N-reactor restart
Jiji Press
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120707002515.htm

Tokyo on Friday saw another protest against the restart of two reactors at the Oi nuclear power plant,
with demonstrators crowding the streets around the prime minister's official residence.

Beating drums and holding placards, participants chanted loudly: "Stop the Oi nuclear plant!" and "No
restart!”

Rallies against the resumption of operations at the Nos. 3 and 4 reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi
plant have been held in central Tokyo every week since March 29, according to members of the
Metropolitan Coalition against Nukes, the event's organizer.

Kansai Electric restarted the No. 3 reactor Sunday, the first nuclear reactor to restart since the March 11,
2011, earthquake began Japan's worst nuclear crisis at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1 power
plant.

The reactor is expected to attain full-capacity operations early Monday morning.
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Despite the rain, large crowds gathered in front of the prime minister's residence in Nagatacho, Chiyoda
Ward.

Film shot on Nagasaki on Sept. 8-9, 1945

July 13,2012

Film shows Nagasaki soon after A-bomb
Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120713f3.html#.UAAS9pFIwpU

NAGASAKI — The Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum is showing previously unscreened footage taken just a
month after the U.S. atomic bombing on Aug. 9, 1945.

Atsuko Shigesawa, a freelance journalist, obtained a DVD of the footage from the U.S. National Archives
and Records Administration and donated it to the museum, along with two other DVDs with film from
other archives, the museum said Tuesday.

The museum started showing it to the public July 4.

The footage, which indicates it was shot in Nagasaki on Sept. 8 and 9, lasts six minutes and shows what
appear to be foreign prisoners who had been exposed to radiation from the atomic bomb, with burns on
their upper bodies and legs.

It also shows foreigners who were apparently in the city to carry out an investigation. They are seen
approaching a building with the letters "PW" on its roof, indicating prisoners of war.

In the latter half of the footage, children can be seen running barefoot on roads cleared of debris, the
museum said.

"Other existing films weren't shot until after October 1945, so this footage is precious," said Takashi
Matsuo, deputy director of the museum's A-bomb heritage section.
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"It shows people drinking tap water or well water, and provides a glimpse of what life was like at that
time."
The museum will screen the footage until Sept. 2.

No-nukes group gears up
Kyodo

A major antinuclear group will restate its pledge to work for a world without nuclear power plants and
nuclear weapons at its series of annual conventions in Fukushima, Hiroshima and Nagasaki prefectures
from July 28 to Aug. 9.

Injuries from the atomic bomb suffered by a man believed to be a foreign prisoner
of war are seen. The film came from the U.S. National Archives.

The Japan Congress Against A- and H-Bombs, known as Gensuikin, said it will hold discussions and
seminars focusing on power plants and victims of radiation exposure, as these are real and ongoing issues
amid the Fukushima nuclear crisis.

"We have long depended on nuclear power for energy . .. but we will have to change that social structure
and our lives," Yasunari Fujimoto, secretary general of Gensuikin, said Tuesday.

Anton Vdovichenko, a leading member of a Russian nongovernmental organization supporting children
affected by the 1986 Chernobyl disaster, will be among the foreign guests from the U.S., Germany, South
Korea and the Philippines attending the events in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
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A campaign in Fukushima slated for July 28 will be followed by a conference from Aug. 4 to 6 in
Hiroshima and meetings from Aug. 7 to 9 in Nagasaki. The group has been calling for a nuclear-free world

based on the World War Il atomic bombings.

Massive anti-nuke rally in Tokyo today

July 16,2012

Antinuclear rally draws 170,000 people at central Tokyo park
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Anti-nuclear protesters carry "No nukes" banners during a march in Tokyo, Monday, July 16, 2012. Tens
of thousands of people gathered at a Tokyo park, demanding “Sayonara,” or goodbye, to nuclear power as
Japan prepares to restart yet another reactor, and expressed outrage over a report that blamed culture on
the Fukushima disaster. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara)

JEREH
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120716p2g00m0dm090000c.html
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TOKYO (Kyodo) -- An anti-nuclear power plant rally called for by a group led by Nobel literature laureate
Kenzaburo Oe and other celebrities drew a crowd of around 170,000 people Monday at Tokyo's Yoyogi
Park, according to organizers.

At the assembly held under a scorching sun, dubbed "100,000 People's Assembly to say Goodbye to
Nuclear Power Plants,"” journalist Satoshi Kamata said at the opening event, "We want to bring an end to
nuclear power plants immediately."

Oe criticized the government's stance of trying to restart nuclear reactors when the Fukushima nuclear
crisis has not yet fully been resolved. "I feel we're being insulted by the government"” due to the recent
rebooting of a reactor, a move he described as "a plot by the government.”

The rally, which also featured live musical performances by Japanese singers, was part of the ongoing
antinuclear campaign "10 Million People's Action to say Goodbye to Nuclear Power Plants" that has been
conducted following the 2011 crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant.

The organizing group consists of the Japan Congress Against A- and H-Bombs, commonly known as
Gensuikin, and other bodies.

According to the organizers, the event drew not only activists from civic groups but also numerous
private citizens concerned about their future. The number of participants in the rally at Yoyogi Park was
unparalleled for an event there, they said.
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Anti-nuclear energy protesters march on a street in Tokyo Monday, July 16, 2012. Tens of thousands of
people gathered at a Tokyo park, demanding “Sayonara,” or goodbye, to nuclear power as Japan prepares
to restart yet another reactor, and expressed outrage over a report that blamed culture on the Fukushima
disaster. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara)

WREE

Kumiko Kobayashi, 59, from Tokyo's Meguro Ward brought her children and granddaughter in
participating at an antinuclear protest for the first time. "The first priority is to halt nuclear power plants.
want the government and the general public to have a normal way of thinking and realize that,"” she said.

A 90-year-old novelist and Buddhist nun, Jakusho Setouchi, said she is skeptical about whether the
government will listen to the people's wish to do away with nuclear power. "We nonetheless need to
assemble. We're taxpayers. We can and should express our opinions,” she said.

Economic commentator Katsuto Uchihashi and journalist Takashi Hirose were among others who spoke
at the rally.

The participants took to the streets after the rally, marching about 3 kilometers near the park and
chanting such slogans as "We don't need nuclear power plants,” and "The government, stop deciding
without public consent."

Oe and others have also been collecting signatures from 10 million people as part of the action. As of July
8, around 7.85 million people had offered their signatures and some have already been presented to Chief
Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura.
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A weekly antinuclear rally has been held every Friday for months in front of the prime minister's
residence in Tokyo and has been drawing an increasing number of people. Civic groups staging the event
say a June 29 meet drew 200,000 people but the Metropolitan Police Department put the total count at
around 17,000.

Massive Tokyo rally decries atomic power

Organizers say 170,000 turned out to demand nuke-free Japan
AFP-Jiji, Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120716x1.html#.UARbi]JFIlwpU

Tens of thousands of people rallied Monday in Tokyo demanding an end to nuclear power, the latest in a
series of demonstrations to erupt since the triple-meltdown disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant.

Under scorching sunshine on a national holiday, demonstrators marched through the streets near Yoyogi
Park chanting: "Don't resume nuclear power operation. Prime Minister Noda should quit."

Organizers estimated the turnout at 170,000, which would apparently make it the biggest antinuclear
rally since last year's quake and tsunami sparked the world's worst atomic disaster in a generation at the
poorly protected plant.

Participants included Nobel Prize-winning author Kenzaburo Oe and famed musician and composer

Ryuichi Sakamoto.
"We are angry because no progress has been made in terms of compensation and decontamination,” said
Noboru Shikatani, 71, who evacuated from Fukushima to Tokyo amid the disaster.

"We can't accept any resumption of nuclear power operation, as the Fukushima crisis has not been
resolved,” he said. "We want to bring our voice to many people by joining this kind of demonstration."

Sakamoto said: "We shouldn't put the lives of children who are the future of our country, a beautiful
Japan, in potential danger just for such a thing as electricity."
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Oe said: "I feel insulted by the government, which reactivated Kansai Electric Power's Oi Nuclear Power
Station after the major nuclear power accident happened.”

Oe and others are on a petition drive to collect 10 million signatures. As of July 8, around 7.85 million
people had signed, and some have already been presented to Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura.

Monday's rally came after unit 3 at the Oi plant in Fukui Prefecture last week became the nation's first
reactor to resume full operation, ending Japan's brief departure from atomic power. Kepco is now trying
to fire up reactor 4.

All of the nation's commercial nuclear plants were shut down in succession after the Fukushima crisis
began, kicking off a nearly two-month hiatus from atomic power and orders for all reactors to undergo
stress tests.

Despite the government's tests and safety claims, antinuclear sentiment remains strong and protesters
have been turning out by the tens of thousands.

A damning independent Diet report recently said the crisis at Fukushima No. 1 was a man-made disaster,
marked by oversight failures, collusion between Tokyo Electric, the government and industry-promoting
regulators, and a culture that blindly follows authority.

Atomic power went on hold as Japan mulled its options after the 9.0-magnitude megaquake and tsunami
crippled the cooling systems at Fukushima No. 1, leading to three core meltdowns.

But in mid-June, Noda gave the green light to restart two of the units at the Oi plant to prevent summer
power shortages.
For critics of atomic power, the move came too soon.

"We want to continue to stage demonstrations as antinuclear sentiment is growing among the people,”
said Yasunari Fujimoto, an organizer of the rally.

Anti-nuclear rally held in Tokyo
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120716_17.html
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Tens of thousands of people have staged one of the biggest anti-nuclear rallies in Tokyo since the
Fukushima accident in March, last year.

Labor union activists joined members of the public in the main protest rally at Yoyogi Park on Monday.
Many of them responded to calls on the social network Twitter and the Internet.

Nobel prize-winning author Kenzaburo Oe was among public figures who called on people to take to the
streets.

The rally came after a reactor at the Ohi nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture, central Japan, was
brought back online. It began operating at full capacity earlier this month.

Oe said the government's move to push forward the re-starting of idled reactors despite wide public
opposition is an insult to the people. He added that people must defeat this move.

Organizers say 170, 000 people took part in the rally, while police estimate the number at 75,000.

The crowd then marched on to the streets to protest the restart of the reactor and show their opposition
to nuclear power.

A woman took part with her son, who is in elementary school. She said she wants the government to
scrap nuclear plants immediately for the safety of her child.

A man in his 70s said he joined the rally because the government won't listen to the people. He added that
he cannot accept its decision to restart the reactor.

Tokyo antinuclear rally

July 17,2012

For more pictures on the Tokyo rally, see
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120717a1.html#.UAV]XpFIlwpU
Crowds gather in Yoyogi Park "for the future”

July 17,2012
Giant antinuclear rally in Tokyo draws protesters from all walks of life
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Antinuclear protesters fill Tokyo's Yoyogi Park on July 16. (Mainichi)
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120717p2a00m0na008000c.html

Tens of thousands of antinuclear protesters -- young and old, families and individuals -- packed Tokyo's
Yoyogi Park on July 16 before taking to the streets of the capital with their demands for an end to nuclear
power in Japan.

Despite the blazing sun and temperatures well over 30 degrees Celsius, organizers estimated some
170,000 people had turned out, making the antinuclear rally the largest since the meltdowns at the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant in March last year. There have been sizeable antinuclear rallies in front of
the prime minister's office on Friday evenings since spring this year, but the Yoyogi event outdid them
both in size and diversity, with young people and families joining in large numbers.

By 11 a.m. -- two hours before the official start time -- the park was already overflowing, with protesters
clogging the surrounding streets. Among them were the lidas, a family of four from Hachioji in western
Tokyo who struggled through the crowd to get to the park. The rally was the first for both parents and
their two teenaged daughters.

"We thought that now is the turning point (in the struggle) to rid Japan of nuclear power," the parents
commented. "We wanted to be here, at this moment, as a family."

Noon found Naoki Okada and six coworkers from Hiratsuka, Kanagawa Prefecture, in the plaza in front of
the main gathering point, holding a red, handmade banner with the words, "No Nukes," and "If we're going
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to be rid of them, now's the time." Okada, 38, has joined the weekly Friday antinuclear protests in front of
the prime minister's office since they began.

"It took just months for Japan to get to zero operational reactors, so why do we need to restart any?"
Okada said. "I wanted to strike now, while everyone's determination not to let this pass is united."

Another protester, a 33-year-old from Kawasaki, Kanagawa Prefecture, who came with her two children,
also emphasized the impact of coming together as a united force.

"I don't usually have the chance to ask my close friends what they think of nuclear power," she said. "But
by coming here I really understood how many people think the same way I do," she added, looking around
at the vast crowd.

A 61-year-old man from Kawasaki, meanwhile, told the Mainichi Shimbun that though he'd always
thought nuclear power was "frightening,” he'd never spoken up about it. After the Fukushima nuclear
disaster began, however, he began to regret his silence.

"I can really believe in this, in the power of public feeling to determine what's right," he said as the official
rally kicked off just before 1 p.m. "Seeing this sea of people, I really think that Japan can change."

After speeches from famed musician Ryuichi Sakamoto and Nobel Prize for Literature winner Kenzaburo
Oe, at about 1:30 p.m. the protesters moved out onto the streets, chanting "We have enough electricity,"
and "Give back Fukushima."

One 62-year-old civil servant from Tokyo's Mitaka city was among them, one of many there attending an
antinuclear rally for the first time.

His idea of what a demonstration is was formed decades before, by the extreme and sometimes violent
student protests of the 1960s and '70s. The antinuclear rally, however, "has very few group banners.
Demonstrations have changed a lot," he said with deep emotion.

"It feels like the world no longer reflects the thinking of its young people,” he observed. "We have to
protest to produce change."

Also on the streets was a 32-year-old housewife from Wako, Saitama Prefecture, with her 1-year-old
daughter in her arms and 4-year-old son in tow.
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"For our children! For the future!" she chanted as she walked.

"A few years ago, I couldn't even imagine that I'd be marching in a protest like this," she said. However,
the Fukushima No. 1 plant reactor meltdowns, she felt, had snatched away the safety of her family's food
and water, and even places for her children to play. She found out about the July 16 protest via Twitter,
and decided she had to take part.

"For anything to change, first of all [ have to do something," she said.

One of the protest routes ended at Ebisu Park in Tokyo's Shibuya Ward, where a young couple and their
baby sat down on a bench to chat after the some 3-kilometer march. They looked happy and satisfied with
their summer day spent wrestling with the issue of nuclear power.

Eco Inagi no kai and renewable energy

July 17,2012

Renewable energy activism surges forward in Tokyo-area city
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120717p2a00m0na009000c.html

A citizens' movement to help Japan rid itself of nuclear power through local adoption of solar power is
building steam in the city of Inagi, Tokyo.

"To help get rid of nuclear power completely, we must make Inagi a leader in renewable energy
generation," says Seigo Igaki, the 64-year-old leader of Eco Inagi no kai (Eco-Inagi committee).

The citizens' group is pressing the municipal government to install solar panels on public buildings
including the city's 17 elementary and junior high schools, and to help people living in apartment
complexes and houses install their own panels.

The group has already seen some success. Formed in October last year to pursue environmental
initiatives such as protecting local woodland, the group managed to collect some 3,100 signatures in favor
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of installing solar panels on Inagi's primary schools. In March this year, the city council adopted the
petition's primary points.

The group's next move has been to put on a "zero nuclear power" exhibition in the central Inagi cultural
center lobby, set to run until July 18.

To reach the total electricity conserved under last year's summer power saving target of 15 percent per
household "would take just 3,300 of this city's 36,000 households installing solar power systems," Igaki
points out. "It's very important for Inagi to slowly replace traditional energy with renewable sources."

Inagi does not yet have a solar panel installation subsidy as some of its municipal neighbors do, and the
Eco Inagi group has started a signature campaign to change that. The group isn't stopping at solar,
however. [t's also pressing the city to invite renewable energy generation companies to set up shop on
unused land, and set up miniature hydroelectric generators on local rivers and at water stations.

The group's vigor and urgency is no accident.

"After the Fukushima nuclear disaster, we truly felt how dangerous nuclear power is," says 77-year-old
Eco Inagi Secretary-General Goro Ichimura. "An accident can lead to the absolute loss of people's
hometowns."

More about the Tokyo rally

July 18,2012

Massive rally held against nuke power
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national /T120717004002.htm

The Yomiuri Shimbun

Tens of thousands of people opposed to nuclear power gathered for a rally--believed to be the largest
antinuclear protest since the Fukushima nuclear crisis started in March 2011--at Yoyogi Park in Shibuya
Ward, Tokyo, on Monday.

According to the organizer, 170,000 people took part in the protest. The Metropolitan Police Department
put the figure at about 75,000.
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Calling out, "Protect our children's future," the protesters filled the venue and even spilled out to some
nearby streets.
The meeting began just before noon in stifling hot conditions.

Writer Kenzaburo Oe, a core organizer of the event, addressed the crowd through a microphone. "I
believe we'll be able to break free from the fear and indignity caused by the existence of nuclear power
plants, and to live freely," he said.

Musician Ryuichi Sakamoto said: "We should never jeopardize this beautiful land of Japan and the lives of
our children, who are the future of this country, just for the sake of electricity."

After the speeches, the participants split into three groups to march in demonstrations in the Harajuku,
Shinjuku and Shibuya areas.

One participant, Setsuo Fujita, who runs a resort inn in Nishigo, Fukushima Prefecture, said his sales had
halved since the crisis began at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

"I want Prime Minister [Yoshihiko] Noda to hear what the people here today are saying,” said Fujita, 60.

The protest was called "100 thousand People's Rally to say Goodbye to Nuclear Power Plants.”

Noda 'wants to hear' views

After the protest, Noda expressed his willingness to listen to the opinions of groups and protesters
seeking an end to Japan's use of nuclear power.

"It's only been a year and four months since the crisis began at TEPCO's Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power
plant. I believe many people have mixed feelings" toward maintaining nuclear power plants, Noda said on
a Fuji TV program Monday. "It has become an issue that has divided public opinion. I'd like to sincerely
listen to various opinions on this matter."

Noda insisted the decision to recently resume operations at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear power
plant in Fukui Prefecture was correct.
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"By ensuring the reactors are safe to operate by going through a series of steps since the accident [at the
Fukushima plant] and our own judgment, I reached a conclusion on [the resumption] in consideration of
the necessity" of an adequate supply of electricity, he said.

The Hydrangea Revolution

Source : Asahi - Japan
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201207190014

Huge changes occurring in protest techniques in Japan

July 19,2012
By KOTARO KONDO/ Staff Writer

Where "revolution” could once be defined in Japan as something akin to the violent protests in 1960
against the revision of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty, today's growing protests against nuclear power are

redefining the term.

The protests have been orderly by comparison, attracting a broad cross-section of protesters. Their
intensity is not waning, with demonstrations held every Friday night in the vicinity of the Prime Minister's
Office drawing more people with each passing week.

Sponsored by the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, the July 13 rally drew about 150,000 people,
according to the organizers. The police did not release its estimate of the crowd size.

Staff members volunteered to direct the demonstrators and provide emergency medical care when
needed.

After about 50,000 people gathered for the protest on June 22, the writer Takashi Hirose said, "Since the
young people are putting so much effort into it, we old people should also do what we can."

Hirose and his group collected donations and chartered a helicopter to take aerial photographs of the

demonstrations from June 29.
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While rain fell on July 6, organizers said about 150,000 people still gathered for the protest that day. The
group took a longer than normal route to reach the back of the National Diet Building. Police officers
encouraged latecomers to join the end of the line and many people obeyed, forming two lines.

One young police officer shouted, "For those people participating in this event, please go to the end of the
line."

While some of the young protesters laughed at the request, the police officer was apparently not making
fun of the demonstrators because he said it repeatedly.

The comment may have been a reflection of the fact that there was something different about the anti-
nuclear demonstrations.

There were very few banners or fliers that were connected to any political party, and it was obvious that
the objective of organizers to come together on the single issue of opposition to nuclear power had been
followed.

However, there was also no hint that the protest was a march because there was no sign the lines of
people would move.

About 30 minutes before the scheduled end of the protest, a staff member from the organizers went
around the crowd saying, "There will be no further movement. Yell out the protest slogans from here."

While people began shouting their opposition to the resumption of operations at the Oi nuclear power
plant in Fukui Prefecture, the Prime Minister's Office was still very far away. With no drums or other
musical instruments, simply repeating the phrase over and over became a burden after 30 minutes.

There was none of the festive atmosphere that accompanied past protests organized by D.].s and
musicians in which music was a major part of the demonstrations.

Despite the simplicity of the anti-nuclear protest, it has attracted more participants every week.

In 1960, similar protests were held around the National Diet Building in opposition to the passage of the
revision of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. At that time, college students and labor unions played a central
role. Media reports from that period describe fierce zigzagging marches in an attempt to break through
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the gates around the Diet building to hold a sit-down demonstration. One college student, Michiko Kanba,
was Kkilled during that protest.

The demonstrations today have no zigzagging. Because there is no room to even walk, the protests cannot
even be called a march, but are closer to being a protest line.

While some participants shouted insults at the police, among the comments posted on Twitter was one
that said,

"Rather than being prepared for an arrest, have a sense of perseverance to continue the protest until the
very end.”

Ever since the Security Treaty protests, demonstrations in which labor unions have mobilized members
were carefully orchestrated protests and did not draw the attention of passers-by on the sidewalks.

The music-oriented demonstrations that emerged in 2003 to protest the war in Iraq became a social
phenomena because so many young people were drawn to it.

In a later protest against paying rent that was organized by a recycling shop in Tokyo's Koenji district,
one argument was to take back the streets that had increasingly come under the control of the authorities.

The latest anti-nuclear demonstrations are clearly different from those past examples.

In his classic work "Ulysses," James Joyce has his pacifist protagonist make a comment about how even
revolutions have to be conducted on an installment payment plan.

The current crop of protests has been labeled by some participants as the "Hydrangea Revolution.” The
massive numbers of protesters can be compared to the many small flowers that make up the resilient
hydrangea. The weak linkage among participants, and their calm and well-mannered conduct and the
persistent manner in which the main argument is repeated, conjures up similarities to the ubiquitous
flower.

By KOTARO KONDO/ Staff Writer

Former prime minister joins antinuke rally
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July 21,2012

Ex-premier Hatoyama joins antinuclear rally near PM's office
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120721p2g00m0dm027000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- In an unusual move by a former prime minister, Democratic Party of Japan
heavyweight Yukio Hatoyama joined an antinuclear rally on a street in front of the prime minister's office
in Tokyo on Friday, saying he believes it is premature to reactivate nuclear reactors in the country.

With a microphone in his hand, Hatoyama said, "I must play a role to change the political trends by
conveying people's voices to the prime minister's office as a former prime minister."

Hatoyama later called at the prime minister's office and asked Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura to
have Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda meet with antinuclear protesters. The top government spokesman
responded he would convey the request to Noda.

Hatoyama told reporters he joined the latest in the weekly protest actions "from the standpoint it's
premature to reactivate nuclear reactors," which have been idled amid public concern over the safety of
nuclear power following the nuclear disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant.

His behavior drew criticism from the ruling party, however, with Koriki Jojima, the DP]'s Diet affairs chief,
saying at a press conference the former leader should make efforts to advance his viewpoint from within
the party itself.

Meanwhile, Naoto Kan, another former prime minister from the DPJ, and his group worked out a draft
outline of a bill to oblige the government to compile a basic plan to break with nuclear power generation
by having no reactors running by fiscal 2025, while expanding renewable energy and taking employment
measures.

To submit the bill to the Diet, the group said it plans to call on party members for support and take
procedures to gain approval from the party's policy panel.

Victims of their own success

Source : Asahi - Japon
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201207230004
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Organizers getting fatigued from growing anti-nuke protests
July 23,2012

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN
As crowds of anti-nuclear protesters near the Prime Minister's Official Residence reach as many as

90,000, the networks of small groups that have organized the Friday night demonstrations are becoming

victims of their own success.

"Doing this every week interferes with work and has an effect on our daily lives," said Tokyo-based
illustrator Misao Redwolf, one of the main organizers of the protests. "It becomes harder to schedule
volunteers. There is a difference of opinion among the various member groups about whether we should

continue or not."

The huge crowds of anti-nuclear protesters that have been gathering every Friday night are becoming an

increasing burden on the organizers.

While the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes is the official organizer, it itself is made up of many small
groups that have little experience handling crowds that organizers have said have reached as many as
90,000. Many of the groups have asked members to volunteer in controlling the masses that march near

the Prime Minister's Official Residence.
The demonstration on July 20 was the 16th held so far.

One individual trying to direct traffic shouted, "Please do not push.”

However, as the night progressed and more and more people converged on the scene, some protesters

got into arguments with police after straying out of line.

The Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes used about 100 volunteers to organize the protest. However,
some of the groups that make up the coalition were admitting they lack the experience of large labor

unions that have organized events with large numbers of participants.

One of the 13 groups in the coalition is the Energy Shift Parade, which only has about 15 members.
Norimichi Hattori, 36, of Matsudo, Chiba Prefecture, is one of the central members of that group.

"It is becoming more difficult to recruit staff to help organize the protests,” he said.
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Because he works at a planning company, Hattori himself only arrives at the protest site after his work
day is over.

When the first protest was held in front of the Prime Minister's Official Residence in late March, there
were only about 300 participants.

The number of protesters increased rapidly from about the time attention was focused on whether
operations would resume at the Oi nuclear power plant, operated by Kansai Electric Power Co.

Even protest organizers now admit they never expected the demonstrations to turn into such a huge
social phenomena.

On July 20, a 46-year-old company employee from Higashi-Murayama in western Tokyo participated for
the first time because he felt he had to do something.

"The organizers and participants are all ordinary people,” the man said. "I felt no reason for not taking
part because it did not seem to have close ties to any major organization.”

At the same time, the demonstrations have not stopped the central government from allowing two
reactors at the Oi plant to resume operations.

Moreover, since 100 days have passed since the first protest, fatigue has set in among some of the groups
making up the coalition.

Those playing central roles have held meetings to prepare for the demonstrations, coordinate among
member groups and consult with the police.

A major protest to encircle the National Diet Building is being scheduled for July 29, but no decision has
yet been made on what to do beyond that.

At the same time, some organizers are heartened by the unexpected response.

"By being here, we are applying pressure on the government,” Redwolf said. "We have to decide what the
best way is to somehow continue the movement."
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(This article was written by Hideshi Nishimoto and Akiko Tada.)

Gensuikuin again in Fukushima

July 28,2012

Antinuclear group begins annual meetings from Fukushima
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120728p2g00mO0fp049000c.html

FUKUSHIMA -- (Kyodo) A major Japanese antinuclear group kicked of its series of annual conventions
Saturday in Fukushima, northeastern Japan, having chosen the city afflicted by the country's worst nuclear
accident that occurred last year as another venue to atomic-bombed Hiroshima and Nagasaki for the
second time.

The Japan Congress Against A- and H-Bombs, known as Gensuikin, will gather people suffering from the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant accident as well as survivors of the 1945 atomic bombings among
participants to the events through Aug. 9 themed on breaking with nuclear power generation to call for a
nuclear-free society, organizers said.

At the outset of the one-day meeting, participants offered a silent prayer to victims of the bombings and
of the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami that devastated northeastern Japan and triggered the
meltdown of three reactors at the Tokyo Electric Power Co. plant in Fukushima Prefecture.

"The accident in Fukushima (Prefecture) made it clear that a nuclear accident can occur anytime in our
country. To never repeat Fukushima, all nuclear plants must be halted," said Koichi Kawano, the 72-year-
old Gensuikin head who survived the Nagasaki bombing, in an opening address.

Participants in the event are expected to declare it is possible to eradicate nuclear weapons and do away
with nuclear energy in light of growing movements against nuclear power, according to the organizers.

After former nuclear plant design engineer Masashi Goto talks about the current situation and challenges
following the accident, among other speakers, the participants will march through the city, they said.

Anti-nuclear meeting held again in Fukushima

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120728_32.html
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A major Japanese anti-nuclear group has called for support for people affected by the accident at the
Fukushima Daiichi plant and decommissioning of all nuclear plants in Japan.

Gensuikin, or the Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs, began holding annual meetings in
Fukushima City, in addition to Hiroshima and Nagasaki, after last year's accident. Fukushima Prefecture is
home to the damaged nuclear plant.

The organizer says about 1,000 people from around the country took part in this year's event.

Gensuikin head Koichi Kawano, who survived the Nagasaki bombing, said the reconstruction of
Fukushima must be done quickly.

He said a nuclear accident can occur anytime anywhere, and that all nuclear plants must be halted to
prevent another event like that at Fukushima.

The meeting then called on Tokyo Electric Power Company, the operator of the plant, and the government
to make the plant safe again. Participants also sought an apology and compensation for victims, and
disclosure of information on conditions at the plant.

The event adopted a pledge to work to end discrimination and prejudice against sufferers and to move
away from nuclear energy.

A woman from Nagasaki said she took part in the event to call for an end to nuclear power and to oppose
the resumption of nuclear reactors alongside the people of Fukushima.

The new Japanese Greens

July 29, 2012

Green party launched in Japan to oppose nuclear energy
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120729p2g00m0dm037000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- A Japanese civic group held an inaugural meeting of a green party Saturday in Tokyo
with an aim to field candidates in national elections on the environmental platform including opposition
to nuclear energy.

As a political organization, which has not met legal requirements as a political party, Greens Japan will
seek cooperation with other civic groups and local parties for the time being, while making arrangements
with an eye on the next House of Representatives election and next summer's House of Councillors
election, it said.

Comprising about 70 members such as citizens and local assembly members, the group intends to model
its political activities after green parties in Europe, which have strong influence in environmental policy-
making.
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Its platform features swiftly breaking away from nuclear power generation and introducing renewable
energy, the group said.

"As the ruling Democratic Party of Japan and the largest opposition Liberal Democratic Party have both
approved the restart of nuclear reactors, voters are deprived of the option to realize the stance
'breakaway from nuclear power and objection to the resumption’," said Akira Miyabe, the group's 59-
year-old deputy head.

"A party that strongly pursues environmental policies is needed," he said.

New protestors join in

Antinuke demonstrators form human chain around Diet building

Ordinary citizens by the hundreds join activists in human chain

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120729x1.html

By SETSUKO KAMIYA and MIZUHO AOKI
Staff writers

Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people including ordinary citizens and antinuclear activists gathered in
Tokyo Sunday afternoon to form a human chain around the Diet building, calling for the abolition of
nuclear power plants and putting more pressure on the Cabinet of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda.

In the past, protest rallies around the Diet were usually organized by political parties and labor unions.
But like many other rallies organized in the aftermath of the triple meltdowns that erupted in the
Fukushima disaster, Sunday's was attended by many nonactivist citizens.

"This is really a very hot summer, but although none of the nuclear power plants of Tokyo Electric Power
Co. are operating, we're not short of electricity in Tokyo," said Keiko Ochai, an author who is among the
organizers of the rally.

"We have to push for the halting of the Oi nuclear power plant, and need to keep the government from
restarting other nuclear power plants,” she said, referring to the nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture
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at which two reactors have been reactivated following safety checkups mandated in the wake of the
Fukushima disaster.

Protesters gathered at around 3:30 p.m. at Hibiya Park in Chiyoda Ward under a scorching sun with hand-
made signs and banners in their hands.

After marching roughly 1.5 km through the Uchisaiwaicho district and close to JR Shinbashi station, the
protesters surrounded the Diet building holding candles and penlights to put more pressure on
lawmakers to stop the planned reactivation of more nuclear reactors.

The organizer, Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, an association of antinuclear citizens' groups,
initially planned to provide candles to every participant, but with the number of attendees ballooning,
they decided to hand them out only to those who were able to stand near the main entrance of the Diet
building.

Some of the participants said they were attending an antinuclear rally for the first time.

Maya Yamaguchi, 25, from Tokyo's Meguro Ward, said she was concerned about the issue and wanted to
hear what others were saying. She signed an antinuclear petition and wrote about it on her Facebook
page, which was picked up by her friend, Yuri Inomata, 27, who invited her to join her at the rally.

Inomata, from Sagamihara in Kanagawa Prefecture, now believes that many people have changed their
attitudes toward antinuclear demonstrations.

"I think more people realize that this issue concerns ourselves," she said. "It's important for us to keep
raising our voice," she said.

Kotaro Kikuchi, 22, a student from Iwate Prefecture, said he travelled to Tokyo on Sunday morning with
his friend, but with a somewhat different aim than participating in the rallies. "I guess most of the people
who gathered here want to say 'no' to the restart of nuclear reactors. But I came here to say 'no' to "fuhyo-
higai" (the damage caused by groundless rumors) that the Tohoku region has been suffering from" since
the triple-meltdown crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 plant, Kikuchi said.

Kikuchi, who was participating in a demonstration for the first time, said the Tohoku region won't
recover if rumors continue to circulate based on groundless fears of radiation, which he says is making
people shy away from the area.
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"I've heard that some boards of education decided not to choose Tohoku as a destination for school trips,"
Kikuchi said. "When I heard that, I really thought we have to raise our voices. Otherwise, Iwate Prefecture

won't be revitalized."
Kikuchi said that the nuclear crisis that led to the rumors and subsequent damage should never be

allowed to happen again.

Laurent Mabesoone, 43, a French haiku poet from Nagano Prefecture, said he and his wife, Toyo, 42, and
their 4-year-old daughter also arrived in Tokyo on Sunday morning to participate in the rally. Living only
60 km away from the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant in Niigata Prefecture, he expressed his

opposition to restarting idled power plants.

"If the same kind of accident happens at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant, it'd all be over. It would be (like)
an area that has been hit over and over by earthquakes. We should not allow the restart of the power

plant," he said.

Mabesoone said he kicked off an antinuclear campaign in Nagano Prefecture on Friday. "Over 100 people
gathered. We will continue to hold the demonstration in Nagano every Friday to coincide with Tokyo.. ..
From reactions on Twitter and Facebook, I guess the number will grow more," Mabesoone said.

"I believe it's time to raise our voices. Otherwise, there won't be a future for us," his wife said.
If we continue to raise our voices, our wishes will eventually be heard by the government, she added.

Antinuclear rally to encircle Diet with candlelight
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120729p2g00m0dm042000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- People took to the streets in central Tokyo Sunday to protest the resumption of two
nuclear reactors at the Oi power plant on the Sea of Japan coast after all of the nation's reactors were shut
down following the disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi complex.

After marching from Hibiya Park, they will encircle the Diet building with candlelight, while several
lawmakers from both ruling and opposition parties as well as the Australian Green Party will address
them in front of the main gate of the Diet building.

The demonstration was organized by the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, whose rallies in front of
the prime minister's office every Friday have drawn tens of thousands of citizens.

Misao Redwolf, an illustrator and one of the organizers, said at a press conference Friday, "We have
gathered larger numbers of people than we expected,” reflecting "everyone's anger at the government's
decision to restart the nuclear reactors.” She added that the weekly rallies will continue until the

government shuts down the Oi reactors.
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Unlike conventional protests in Japan organized by labor unions and political groups, a large number of
independent citizens, including children, have joined the weekly Friday demonstrations, although many of
them had never taken to streets before, the group said.

It said it has called for participation mainly through microblogging site Twitter and has contrived ways to
draw ordinary citizens by banning participants from carrying banners with names of unions and political
groups as well as by creating special areas for families with children.

The first rally on March 29 drew only about 300 people, but the number of protesters has grown since,
especially after Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda decided to reactivate Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi
nuclear reactors in Fukui Prefecture on June 16, the organizer said.

The number reached around 200,000 on June 29, the group claimed, but the Metropolitan Police
Department came out with the drastically lower figure of 17,000.

The Hydrangea Revolution (follow-up)

For photos of the July 29 march, check this link:

http://fukushima.over-blog.fr/article-revolution-des-hortensias-les-japonais-ne-lachent-rien-
108633193.html

17,000 - or 200,000 - around the Diet

July 30,2012

Antinuclear protestors march through Tokyo, surround Diet building
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120730p2a00m0na012000c.html

Tens of thousands of angry citizens from all walks of life marched through Tokyo and surrounded the Diet
building under scorching heat on July 29, demanding the government scrap its decision to reactivate
nuclear reactors and break its dependence on nuclear power once and for all.

The mass antinuclear rally, organized by the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, which has urged
ordinary citizens to gather in front of the Prime Minister's Office every Friday to protest against nuclear
power, Kicked off at Hibiya Park at around 3:30 p.m. The demonstrators then marched in central Tokyo
where government offices are concentrated to the headquarters of Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), the
operator of the crippled Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, and the Diet building.
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Chanting antinuclear slogans such as "Stop nuclear power!" and "We oppose the reactivation of nuclear
reactors,” the demonstrators, including children, housewives and elderly people, filled about 1.3
kilometers of streets surrounding the Diet building at 7 p.m.

Norihide Taniguchi, a 25-year-old senior at Waseda University who took part in the rally with his friends,
said, "It is wrong to ignore the lives of evacuees (from the Fukushima nuclear disaster) and reactivate
nuclear reactors."

Yoshihide Furukawa, 61, took part in the demonstration for the first time in 40 years since he took part in
a student movement when he was a high school student. Furukawa from Tokyo's Kunitachi said, "In those
days, although I was young, | was thinking of changing the world in my own way. In this demonstration
(today), men and women of all ages and various people are freely taking part without any restrictions. The
Japan of today is not bad at all."

The organizers said the number of protesters reached around 200,000, but the Metropolitan Police
Department dismissed that figure and said the number was about 17,000.

Temperatures of 35 degrees Celsius or above were recorded at 74 of 927 observation points across the
country on July 29, including Tokyo's Nerima Ward registering 35.3 degrees Celsius. The demonstrators
braved the scorching heat to protest against the country's nuclear policy.

Misao Redwolf, an illustrator and one of the organizers, said, "We have occasionally been criticized for
being 'halfhearted,’ but what is important is to put pressure with a number of people. We would like to try
to create an atmosphere in which ordinary citizens can take part and continue to raise our voice in a
simple fashion without breaking down."

There were tumultuous scenes near the Diet building as some protesters drifted onto the streets and
were stopped by riot police. Two men, who were believed to be among the demonstrators, were arrested
on the spot on suspicion of obstructing officers.

Noda intends to listen to everybody's opinion

August 2,2012

Noda to meet anti-nuke protest organizer
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20120802p2a00m0na010000c.html
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Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda is set to meet a representative of a citizens group arranging large weekly
protests in front of his office in Tokyo against the restarting of nuclear power plants, it has been learned.

Sources close to the prime minister said he is "positive" about taking part in a meeting with a group
representative. The move is seen as a response to suggestions from within the government and the ruling
Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ]) that he could be seen as ignoring the voices of people opposed to
restarting suspended nuclear power plants in Japan. Protests against reactivation of the reactors have

been rapidly expanding.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura told a news conference on Aug. 1 that when Noda had a
telephone conversation with former Prime Minister Naoto Kan on July 30, Noda discussed the protests,
saying, "I want to hear the opinions of the public, no matter which side they are on."

In the meeting with the citizens group, Noda is expected to express understanding of the public's
concerns in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear disaster, and explain the need to reactivate nuclear

reactors for the time being.

Noda to meet with antinuclear rally organizers

Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120802x1.html

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda will meet the organizers of the antinuclear rallies attended by tens of
thousands of protesters every Friday outside his office, possibly next week, according to government

sources.

Members of the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, which vocally protested the July restart of two
reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture, earlier this week asked former
Prime Minister Naoto Kan and other Diet members to arrange a meeting with Noda.

The prime minister has been reluctant to meet with them until now, but the growing scale of the protests
has apparently forced a change of stance. Noda intends to listen to the activists' views but will reiterate his
support for restarting the two Oi reactors and explain the safety measures taken, the sources said.
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The coalition's first antinuclear rally drew only 300 people March 29, but the number of protesters has
continued to swell, especially after the government's approval June 16 for the Oi reactor to be restarted.

About 200,000 people turned out for a demonstration held June 29, according to the organizers, although
the Metropolitan Police Department put the figure at less than 20,000.

Fukushima seen as the third tragedy caused by nuclear energy

August 7, 2012

New impetus for antinuke movement
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/ed20120806a1.html

Last year saw a new dimension added to the anniversaries of the U.S. atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

Unlike in the past, people and groups involved with the cause of abolishing nuclear weapons started
calling for the phaseout of nuclear power generation, including dropping plans to build new nuclear
power plants while decommissioning existing plants, one by one.

This attitude was driven by the crisis at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant,
which has made the risk of radiation exposure all too real for many people.

This year we hear voices spreading at the grass-roots level, calling on Japan to stop its reliance on nuclear
power. Every Friday evening, tens of thousands of people gather near the Diet Building and the prime
minister's official residence, calling for an end to Japan's use of nuclear power.

Similar street protests and lecture meetings have also been held in other places including Hiroshima,
Nagasaki, Fukushima, Osaka, Kyoto and Nagoya. The Internet is playing an important role in mobilizing
people.
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki became the first cities in history to be destroyed by nuclear weapons; survivors
there have suffered from the serious effects of radiation exposure.

The Fukushima nuclear crisis has turned out to be one of the world's worst nuclear accidents. In the
psyche of Japanese people, Fukushima was added to Hiroshima and Nagasaki as a symbol of the suffering
and tragedy caused by the use of atomic energy, whether in the form of weapons or in the form of
electricity generation.

The atomic bombing of Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945, and that of Nagasaki three days later, killed an
estimated 140,000 people and 74,000 people, respectively, by the end of 1945. Many survivors suffered
from illnesses caused by radiation.

The Fukushima nuclear disaster continues. Radiation exposure risks have forced some 160,000 people to
evacuate their homes. Many people had to shutter their businesses. Out of despair, some people chose to
kill themselves.

On the evening of July 29, people calling for ending the use of nuclear power ringed the Diet Building. The
police said that more than 10,000 people took part. But organizers said that some 200,000 people
participated. One participant said he would like to see all nuclear power plants as well as all nuclear
weapons banished from the face of the Earth.

The viewpoint of extending the anti-nuclear power movement in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear
disaster to include the movement for abolishing nuclear weapons is important. The momentum started by
U.S. President Barack Obama's speech in Prague in 2009, in which he called for creation of a world without
nuclear weapons, appears to have weakened this year.

As a nation that has experienced three nuclear tragedies, Japan is in a position to push for abolition of
nuclear weapons with persuasive influence.

It is also important to quash any move inside Japan to utilize nuclear power generation as a preliminary
step toward nuclear armament, as was implied by a national "security” clause recently inserted into the
Atomic Energy Basic Act and in the law to establish a Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Antinukes will have to wait

August 8, 2012
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Noda to postpone Wed. meeting with antinuclear rally hosts
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120808p2g00m0dm016000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda decided Tuesday to postpone a meeting scheduled
Wednesday with organizers of the antinuclear demonstrations held every Friday in front of the premier's
office, government sources said.

The decision comes as smaller opposition parties submitted a no-confidence motion against his Cabinet
to the lower house and a nonbinding censure motion against the premier to the upper house late Tuesday
in opposition to Noda's key policy goal of a sales tax hike.

Noda will rearrange his schedule to hold talks with the organizers, the sources added, with Chief Cabinet
Secretary Osamu Fujimura saying at a press conference that the premier is "willing to listen to various
voices."

Members of the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, who had protested against the resumption of two
nuclear reactors at the Oi power plant on the Sea of Japan coast, had asked former Prime Minister Naoto
Kan and other Diet members to arrange a meeting with Noda.

Noda is believed to have been reluctant to meet with the organizers, but was forced to change his stance,
considering the growing scale of the protests every Friday, which have drawn tens of thousands of people
in recent weeks.

The government decided in June to reactivate the Nos. 3 and 4 nuclear reactors at the Oi plant in Fukui
Prefecture for the first time since Japan suffered its worst nuclear plant crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi
complex last year.

Green Foundation (Korea) and Peace Boat (Japan) unite against nukes

August 14, 2012
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NGO plans Japanese-Korean antinuclear energy cruise

Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120814f2.html
A Tokyo-based peace group is inviting people to take part in a tour in December of Japanese and South

Korean cities, including those with nuclear power plants, to expand the movement against nuclear energy,

the organizer said.

Under a joint project with Seoul-based Korea Green Foundation, the nongovernmental organization Peace
Boat plans to take more than 700 participants to areas near nuclear power plants in the two countries so

they can exchange opinions with local residents about scrapping nuclear power.

"Demonstrations in Japan have become a large civic action now. As our next step, we need to hear the
voices of residents (near atomic plants) and discuss how to really stop nuclear power plants, not just

oppose them," said veteran journalist Satoshi Kamata, who is taking part in the tour.

Some people, including those in places with power plants, are promoting nuclear power over blackout
and job loss fears, among other issues, expected from abolition, the NGO said.

In Japan, the Peace & Green Boat 2012 tour will visit Hakata and Tsuruga, which have nuclear plants, and

South Korea's Busan, home to the Kori nuclear plant.

The eight-day trip will start on Dec. 1. Prices for the tour range from ¥89,000 to ¥198,000 per person.

Participants will also visit renewable energy facilities on the South Korean island of Jeju and meet with

atomic bomb survivors in Nagasaki, the NGO said.

An anti-nuclear banker ?

August 15, 2012

Bank chairman stands defiant with blunt anti-nuclear message

http://mainichi.jp/english/english /perspectives/news/20120813p2a00m0na006000c.html
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[ was hardly getting anywhere trying to write about "hope" and the general election that's supposed to
come sooner or later when Tsuyoshi Yoshiwara, chairman of Johnan Shinkin Bank, appeared on television.

"Can the member corporations of the Keidanren (the Japan Business Federation) buy out nuclear reactors
themselves and operate them?" he asked, point blank.

"There's no way banks would provide financing," he continued. "Corporations propose something (the
continuation of nuclear reactors) that they can't even do on their own, knowing full well that the
burden will ultimately fall on the public. And yet they say that what they propose is 'realistic.' That
makes no sense, and is most irresponsible.”

At a time when everyone is trying hard not to step on any toes, Yoshiwara's remarks have a rare
straightforwardness to it. They had a great impact as a public comment made by the top officer of a
financial institution, even granting that as financial institutions go, he is a relative lightweight.

According to TV Asahi that ran the program, viewer reaction was split in half between: "He's gone and
said what needed to be said," and "He's disgraceful." Regardless, Yoshiwara's frankness on a popular
television show has created waves in viewers' hearts.

Those in the know are already familiar with Yoshiwara's anti-nuclear stance. He appears frequently in
newspapers and on television, and has been a plaintiff in a suit to decommission Chubu Electric Power
Co.'s Hamaoka Nuclear Power Plant in Shizuoka Prefecture. Some criticize Yoshiwara's words and deeds
as inappropriate for the head of a financial institution, or even worse, a publicity stunt, but that doesn't
seem to be the case. Talking to him face-to-face, it's evident that his convictions are solidly based on the
traditions of and his experiences in regional finance.

Johnan Shinkin Bank, whose name means "south of the (Edo) castle," ranks second among all shinkin
banks in deposits. Its predecessor, Johnan Credit Union, was founded in 1945 in Tokyo's Ota Ward.
Yoshiwara, also an Ota Ward native, joined the company in 1977 upon his graduation from Keio
University, and worked closely with the late chairman Tetsugoro Obara, known as the "don" of the shinkin
bank industry.

"Do not stoop to being a mere bank," was one of the famous sayings left behind by Obara. He explained
that shinkin banks contributed to making the people of the community happy by protecting the
community, and that this was different from ordinary banks, whose primary objective was profit. In the
1960s, when Japan was in the midst of its rapid economic growth period and a push for shinkin banks,
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which are cooperative unions, to become stock companies and merge with banks increased momentum,
Obara led the detractors in stopping it from happening.

Obara united shinkin banks nationwide, arguing: "Super-capitalism that ignores local communities,
moves forward without regard to people, and is obsessed with efficiency, will bring a country down." That
Obara's passion managed to move even the then director of the Ministry of Finance's Banking Bureau
Satoshi Sumita, and Sohei Nakayama, then president of the Industrial Bank of Japan, is now the stuff of
legend.

This does not, however, mean that Johnan has always abided by Obara's teachings. Yoshiwara only came
to power in November 2010 after two predecessors, who had inherited status through favoritism and a
culture that prioritized profit above everything else, were ousted by a majority vote of the board of
directors. Once in power, Yoshiwara rewrote the rules: the chairman has a compulsory retirement age of
60 and receives a salary of 12 million yen or lower, which is the equivalent of a branch manager's salary.
Hereditary transfer of power is out of the question. No luxury cars are permitted for company use.

Having gone through some bitter struggles, Yoshiwara's anti-nuclear stance is part of his larger effort to
return to tradition. He has inherited Obara's spirit, one that does not hesitate to protest government
policy if need be.

One of Yoshiwara's favorite books is "The Wealth of Nations" by Adam Smith, which includes a
comparison of stock companies and cooperative unions. Smith posits -- in a part of the book that was
added after he witnessed the chaos of the British East India Company -- that cooperative unions have the
discipline of member autonomy, but stock company operations are plagued by delinquency and waste.
Yoshiwara thinks there are parallels that can be drawn today.

The scandals that continue to emerge from the finance industry both at home and abroad, the disorder of
massive stock corporations, and an industrial system dependent on nuclear power are all interconnected.
Yoshiwara's sharp anti-nuclear defiance at a historic turning point in capitalism is neither an impulse, a
jump on the bandwagon, nor a political show. (By Takao Yamada, Expert Senior Writer)

Book of Ryoichi Hashimoto's writings

August 15, 2012
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Professor composes book of writings by late anti-nuke activist father
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /features/news/20120815p2a00m0na003000c.html

Professor emeritus Tetsuya Hashimoto, 71, wants his father to be understood.
His dad Ryoichi passed away at age 80 in the winter of 1982, but not long before that Ryoichi handed his
son some 900 pages of writings.

"What did he want me to do with this?" says Hashimoto of the writings, which have a cover reading
"Notes of the anti A- and H-bomb movement centered in Suginami Ward (Tokyo)." After a March 1954
hydrogen bomb test at the Bikini Atoll where the crew on a Japanese fishing boat was exposed to
radiation, housewives in Suginami Ward started a signature-collecting drive. Ryoichi, formerly a
newspaper reporter, was one of the founders.

The anti-nuclear movement grew, and on Aug. 6, 1955, a large anti-nuclear meeting was held in
Hiroshima. However, amidst the ideological battles of the Cold War, anti-nuclear activists who had helped
support each other began competing for political power, and in a mere 10 years the society formed by the
anti-nuclear activists separated. Ryoichi's notes end dated Feb. 17, 1965, with the passage, "I rest my pen
hoping for a correct restart to the peace movement."

Ryoichi turned his back to the movement, and visits from group affiliates suddenly stopped. Ryoichi spent
the latter part of his life traveling with his wife.

In 1971, having gone to Kanazawa University for work, Hashimoto met Hiroshima-born Mikiso Iwasa,
who took a liking to him. Iwasa, while working on research in political philosophy, also worked for the
support of atomic bomb victims like himself. Iwasa had been exposed to the bomb at age 16. He couldn't
save from the flames his mother, who was trapped under debris of their collapsed house, or find the body
of his younger sister. When he'd drunk alcohol, he would talk about the experiences, and those stories
remain firmly planted in Hashimoto's memory. He supported Iwasa by collecting money on campus for his
anti-nuclear campaigning overseas.

Hashimoto also heard that Iwasa had made the trip to Hiroshima for the first international anti A- and H-
bomb convention in 1955. The following year, following a second such convention, the Japan
Confederation of A- and H- Bomb Sufferers Organizations (Nihon Hidankyo) was founded. Like the society
Hashimoto's father had been involved with, Iwasa's group faced a split, but they overcame the situation by
holding to the principle that they were working for the sake of the atomic bomb sufferers. Hashimoto
couldn't bring himself to mention to Iwasa that his father had quit the movement.

In July this year, Hashimoto finished putting together a book of his father's writings. Since retiring in
2008 he had been working on the book, and in the middle of his work the Fukushima nuclear disaster
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occurred. The cross-party anti-nuclear movement since then shows similarity to the movement his father
was involved with.

The signature-collecting movement held almost 60 years ago gathered 300,000 names in a month. When
the activists felt like giving up, Ryoichi wrote that they brought their anger "from the streets back to their
homes, but it continued to burn." He believed in the power of the grassroots movement, and Hashimoto,
wanting Iwasa to see that, has sent him one of only seven copies of the book he made.

Balloons against radiation

August 18, 2012

1,000 balloons released to predict spread of radiation in nuclear plant
disaster

_People release red balloons into the sky in Omaezaki, Shizuoka Prefecture, on Aug. 18. (Mainichi)
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120818p2a00m0na012000c.html

OMAEZAK], Shizuoka -- Around 25 people gathered along the shore here on Aug. 18 to release balloons to
predict the spread of radioactive materials from the nearby Hamaoka Nuclear Power Plant in the event of
a disaster there.
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A total of 1,000 balloons were due to be released by the end of the day. The project, initiated amid
concerns that a major earthquake could strike the plant, was planned by photographer Masatoshi
Nakagawa, 60.

At 10:40 a.m. on Aug. 18, around 100 red balloons were simultaneously released on the Shirowa coast as
an easterly wind blew. The balloons carry cards asking people who find them to contact the project
organizers. The locations that the balloons land will be announced on the Internet by the organizers, as
they call for vigilance against nuclear plant disasters.

"I want people to see the effects of a nuclear disaster with their eyes and have a concrete image of it," says
Nakagawa.

Ongoing protests

August 18, 2012

Protesters continue anti-nuclear protests after 'Obon’ holiday
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120818p2a00m0na010000c.html

Protesters defied the summer heat to continue their call against nuclear power in front of the Prime
Minister's Office in Tokyo on Aug. 17, following the "Obon" holiday period.

Anti-nuclear rallies have been held in front of the Prime Minister's Office every Friday evening since this
spring. Crowds of protesters in the Aug. 17 rally chanted such slogans as "Stop nuclear power generation”
and "Protect our children."

"We can't meddle in issues pertaining to the Senkaku Islands (controlled by Japan but disputed by the
People's Republic of China and Taiwan) and Takeshima (controlled by South Korea but claimed by Japan),
but nuclear power is a serious issue relating to the future of our children," said Makio Tahara, 64, from
Misato, Saitama Prefecture, who took part in the rally for the first time along with his 10-year-old
grandson, Itsuki.
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[tsuki, who is a resident of Chiba Prefecture and was visiting his grandfather during the summer break,
has been learning about nuclear energy.

"We don't even know how to protect ourselves from radiation. We don't need nuclear power plants!" he
shouted during the rally.

The high temperature in Tokyo on Aug. 17 reached 35.7 degrees Celsius.

What are Noda's motives?

August 23, 2012

Noda looks to tap new support, hold DPJ together with anti-nuke activist
meet

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120823p2a00m0na014000c.html

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda met with anti-nuclear activists on Aug. 22, apparently to show he is
actively taking anti-nuclear sentiment among both the public and his own Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ)
into account ahead of the party's leadership election in September, as well as the next general election.

Noda came under mounting pressure to listen to activists' opinions as an ongoing deliberative poll on
Japan's energy future shows the ratio of members of the public in favor of a zero-nuclear option is rising.

Some in the DP] and opposition parties, however, worry that the meeting with the activists could set an
undesirable precedent.

"Don't use us to get votes," said one member of an anti-atomic power citizens group during the Aug. 22
talks with Noda. "We didn't come here to play politics. We came here to stop nuclear power."

The prime minister's office had originally taken a very cautious approach to any sit-down between Noda
and the activists, saying there was "no precedent for the prime minister to meet members of a citizens
group.” The office changed its stance only after it became clear the anti-nuclear movement was showing
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no signs of abating, while at the same time the zero nuclear scenario was attracting strong support in the
deliberative poll.

Meanwhile, Noda has also promised the opposition Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and New Komeito
that he would dissolve the House of Representatives and hold a general election "soon," despite low public
support for his Cabinet because of the consumption tax hike.

With anti-nuclear protests attracting tens of thousands of citizens and weekly demonstrations in front of
his office, Noda simply can't ignore the potential power of the protesters' voices in the upcoming election.
The demonstrations have attracted those who are not tied to established political parties or labor unions.
The government apparently feared that these activists could join hands with a so-called "third force" in
Japanese politics, such as the Osaka Restoration Association led by Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto.

Also playing into the decision to have the meeting was an unwillingness on Noda's side to embarrass
former Prime Minister Naoto Kan, who met with the activists at the end of July this year. During that
meeting, Kan told the activists that Noda had expressed his willingness to meet with citizens groups.

Afterwards, hopes of a meeting with the PM grew among the activists, while sources close to Noda say he
"agreed with Kan's assessment that we should get a better grip on public opinion" by sitting down with
the citizens group.

Another major factor in behind the Aug. 22 talks is the genuine danger that the nuclear issue could split
the ruling party. Three DPJ House of Councillors members left the party in July when Noda green-lighted
the reactivation of two nuclear reactors in Fukui Prefecture. Meanwhile, there have been major stirrings
of an "anti-Noda" candidate being fielded in the party's September leadership vote, possibly leading the
prime minister to take the power of the anti-nuclear movement seriously.

Conversely, some in the DPJ as well as in opposition parties expressed reservations about Noda's meeting
with the activists, with DP] House of Councillors Affairs Committee chair Shuji Ikeguchi stating in an Aug.
22 news conference, "It is not at all desirable that people think they will get a meeting with the prime
minister if they protest in front of his office."

LDP policy chief Toshimitsu Motegi, meanwhile, said that Noda "should be cautious about which
representatives he meets from what section of society."
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There are some in the political parties who are nervous that prime ministerial meetings with activists --
excluding party input -- will become the norm, potentially weakening their role as representatives of the
Japanese people.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura tried to lay those worries to rest at an Aug. 22 news conference,
telling reporters, "I think this issue has been put to rest" and that the day's meeting would be the only one.
At a morning news conference on the same day, Fujimura stated, "It's very important to stress that former
Prime Minister Kan worked as an intermediary” in bringing about the meeting, emphasizing that it was an
exceptional response to an exceptional situation. (By Naoki Oita, Yoshitaka Koyama, Political News
Department, and Hiroshi Miyajima, Economic News Department)

Noda and anti-nuke groups not on same wavelength

Noda unswayed by talks with rally leaders

Prime minister defends reactor restarts in 30-minute exchange
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120823a1.html

By MASAMI ITO
Staff writer

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda should listen to the voices of the people and abolish all atomic reactors as
soon as possible, organizers of the weekly antinuclear rallies told the nation's leader in a face-to-face
meeting Wednesday.

Noda met with the representatives at his office for about 30 minutes. As expected, the two sides failed to
see eye to eye over the contentious issue.

The prime minister explained that he made the decision to restart two reactors at the Oi plant in Fukui
Prefecture after considering all factors.

The government "is aiming to change Japan's reliance on nuclear power in the mid- to long term.. . . but
we came to the decision to reactivate reactors 3 and 4 at the Oi plant after comprehensively considering
various angles, including safety and the impact on people's lives," Noda said during the meeting, which
was open to journalists.
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"This is the decision that we came to, but there is no limit to securing safety. ... We will continue to make
ceaseless efforts to improve safety measures."

The rally organizers were not satisfied.

Nuclear power "is not safe now and the accident at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant is still ongoing,"
said the representative of the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes. "How can a government that can't
maintain safety right now be able to provide nuclear safety in the future? We the people do not believe

you.

The government has been seeking public opinion on the ideal energy mix in 2030.

The Noda administration is aiming to lay out the nation's new energy policy soon, and the focus is on the
degree to which public opinion will be factored in.

"The government will ultimately take responsibility over the direction (of the energy policy) and what
sort of energy structure will secure public safety, but I will take your opinions as a reference point and
come to a decision after hearing various views," Noda said.

Members of the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes and thousands of other participants have been
gathering outside the prime minister's office every Friday to protest the government's decision to
reactivate the two Oi reactors.

Participants at Wednesday's meeting urged Noda to listen to the people's voices that are trying to reach
out to him every Friday.

"Our voices are not just a 'loud noise." Please reflect the people's earnest pleas in national policy," the
representative of the group pressed. "And if the government continues to ignore the people's voices and
proceeds with the reactivation of reactors, including at the Oi plant, we will continue to firmly protest.”

August 22,2012

Noda, anti-nuclear groups disagree
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120822_25.html
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Japan's Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and anti-nuclear citizens' groups remain far apart over the
country's energy policy.

Noda on Wednesday met about 10 representatives of groups that organize anti-nuclear rallies mainly
every Friday outside the prime minister's official residence in central Tokyo.

The members said Noda restarted two reactors at the Ohi plant in central Japan in July, proving he had
not learned anything from the Fukushima accident. They said the disaster has yet to be brought under
control.

They noted their protests are expanding with people expressing their anger. They added they are
determined to continue their activities as long as the government restarts reactors, ignoring the will of the
people.

The groups urged Noda to halt the two reactors at the Ohi plant, and not to restart offline reactors. The
citizens demanded Noda scrap all of Japan's nuclear power plants.

The group also asked him to withdraw the people nominated to potentially be on the new nuclear
regulatory body that will be launched next month. They are criticizing the process as lacking

transparency.

Noda said that he approved the restart of the Ohi plant after establishing its safety, and that decision was
for the sake of people’s lives, not to benefit certain business groups.

He promised continued efforts to strengthen the safety of nuclear plants, and that the new regulatory
commission will conduct strict safety checks of nuclear facilities across Japan.

The prime minister said that the government's basic energy policy is to reduce the country's reliance on
nuclear energy in a long run. He stated that he will make decisions while carefully listening to people's

opinions.

But the representatives said that they cannot accept Noda's stance and will press for a nuclear-free Japan.

Protests against appointment of nuclear promoters
September 12, 2012

Groups rally against new nuclear regulator

http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20120912_03.html

Citizens' groups opposing nuclear power generation have held a rally in Tokyo to protest the
appointments for a new nuclear regulator. The 5-member body will be launched next week.
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Members of civic groups from Tokyo and other areas, including Fukushima Prefecture, held up banners in
front of the industry ministry on Tuesday afternoon.

The protesters are especially against the selection of the head of the new commission. They say Shunichi
Tanaka is not qualified for the post because he has been promoting nuclear energy for years.

A woman from Fukushima Prefecture says the groups have been calling for the repeal of the
appointments for the past month. She says it is unacceptable to select the panel after the Diet went into

recess.

A member of a Tokyo civic group says he is against all 5 appointments because nuclear promoters
cannot adequately regulate the industry.

In the evening, hundreds of people formed a human chain around the industry ministry. They say they
will continue their protests because the appointments have not been officially confirmed.

Japan should "take the lead in nuclear arms reductions”

September 12, 2012

Editorial: Nuclear deterrence can never justify nuclear fuel cycle project
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20120912p2a00m0na007000c.html

The government has delayed the completion of a new energy and environment strategy it had originally
intended to work out by the beginning of this week. This is because the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ)-
led administration has not yet reached consensus on whether it should set a goal of eliminating all nuclear

power stations by the 2030s.

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said the government will set a basic direction for its new energy and
environment strategy by the end of this week. We urge the government to clearly set a goal of ending
Japan's reliance on atomic power based on a convincing road map.

In discussions on Japan's new energy strategy, particular attention is focused on the nuclear fuel cycle
project, in which plutonium is extracted from spent nuclear fuel and used in fast-breeder reactors. The
project has been regarded as the core of Japan's nuclear power policy goal. However, the completion of
the construction of a nuclear fuel reprocessing plant at Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture, originally scheduled
for 1997, has been postponed 18 times, and construction costs have increased to nearly three times the
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initial estimate. There is no prospect that the "Monju" fast-breeder nuclear reactor in Tsuruga, Fukui
Prefecture, can be put into commercial use in the foreseeable future because of repeated technical
problems including a fire.

[t is desirable to discontinue the nuclear fuel cycle project in view of its feasibility, profitability and safety.
There is absolutely no need for the continuation of the project if the government aims to achieve a society
without nuclear power stations in the wake of the accident at the tsunami-stricken Fukushima No. 1
Nuclear Power Plant.

There are calls urging that the nuclear fuel cycle project, which uses plutonium, be maintained to leave
the possibility of developing, producing and possessing nuclear weapons in the future. Such an idea is
dubbed as a "potential nuclear deterrence.”" However, such calls are far from convincing the public that
Japan should maintain the nuclear fuel cycle project.

Japan's possession of nuclear arms would constitute its denial of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
and could isolate the country from the rest of the world like the case with North Korea. If other countries
were to impose sanctions against Japan in retaliation for possessing nuclear bombs, such as a ban on
exports of energy, Japan could not survive as it relies heavily on other countries for natural resources. It is
technically difficult to conduct nuclear tests in such a small territory, and the United States, which protects
Japan with its nuclear umbrella, would take Japan's possession of such weapons of mass destruction as
going against the Japan-U.S. alliance. The negative impact of Japan's possession of nuclear arms is
immeasurable considering that it could lead to nuclear arms expansion in Asia.

Still, advocates of the maintenance of the nuclear fuel cycle project argue there is no guarantee that the
Japan-U.S. alliance will continue permanently, and that leaving the possibility of developing nuclear
weapons in the future would be a diplomatic bargaining chip. It is true that some in Japan's political and
diplomatic worlds insist that an end to the nuclear fuel cycle project would mean Japan would lose its
potential nuclear deterrence.

However, preparations for uncertainty in the future international military environment can
hardly justify calls for continuation of the nuclear fuel cycle project. Japan can win confidence from
the international community if it declares that it will never be a nuclear power and takes the lead
in nuclear arms reductions, rather than being obsessed with potential nuclear deterrence.

Mainichi poll: 60% in favour of gov't no nuke policy

September 17,2012
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60 percent support gov't policy of seeking to eliminate nuclear power:
Mainichi poll
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20120917p2a00m0Ona011000c.html

A majority of the public, some 60 percent, support the government's policy of seeking to eliminate all
nuclear power stations by the 2030s, far above the 36 percent who do not, a recent Mainichi poll shows.

By gender, 54 percent of men and 64 percent of women said they are in favor of the zero nuclear power
policy.

By party affiliation, supporters of the largest opposition Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) are almost
evenly divided between those who support the non-atomic power policy and those who are against the
policy, 46 percent and 48 percent, respectively. The majority of those who back other parties are in favor
of the zero atomic power policy.

Most members of the public, 73 percent, appreciate the government's recent purchase of three of the
Senkaku Islands in Ishigaki, Okinawa Prefecture, which are also claimed by China, from their Japanese
landowner. The ratio is far above the 22 percent that said they do not support the move.

About half, 51 percent, said the leaders of the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) and the LDP should
maintain their agreement with New Komeito on the integrated reform of the tax and social security
systems, centering on an increase in the consumption tax rate from the current 5 percent to 8 percent, and
then to 10 percent.

The figure is above the 38 percent who said the heads of the two major parties no longer have to respect
the three-party accord.

Seventy-one percent of DP] supporters and 60 percent of LDP supporters said the party leaders should
maintain the agreement. Those who support Nippon Ishin-no-kai (Japan Restoration Party), a new party
to be launched by Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto, were almost equally divided over the issue, with 47
percent saying the DP] and LDP leaders should respect the three-party agreement and 48 percent replying
that the party leaders should no longer be bound by the accord.

"Put the toys away, boys"
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Let's put the nuclear arms away 'in a cupboard'’
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/e020121008gd.html

By GWYNNE DYER

LONDON — The major powers have all had their nuclear weapons on permanent alert, ready to launch in
minutes or hours, for the past for 40 years. Changes in the level of political risk, even the end of the Cold
War, have had little or no effect on that.

But wouldn't it be safer and cheaper to "simply put (the nuclear deterrent) away in a cupboard and keep
it as a contingency in case there were ever to be a deterioration in the global security picture"?

In terms of orthodox strategic thinking, that is heresy. But the man who made that heretical suggestion
was Sir Nick Harvey, until last month the defense minister in charge of the British government's nuclear
capability review.

Replaced in the recent Cabinet reshuffle, Harvey is now free to speak his mind. At last week's Liberal
Democratic Party conference, he did precisely that, saying that he "wanted his legacy to be bringing the
United Kingdom down the nuclear ladder” — although, he admitted, "we might struggle to persuade the
British public to get off the ladder altogether."

[t isn't just the British public that loves its nukes. The American, Russian and French publics would be
equally reluctant to give up their nuclear deterrent forces, even though they face no plausible threat of a
nuclear war. (The Chinese public isn't really paying attention yet.) But maybe you could at least persuade
the great powers to put the damned things away, and Britain would be a good place to start.

The orthodoxy still says that every self-respecting great power must have its nuclear weapons on
permanent alert, in order to deter a surprise attack by some other nuclear power. Nuclear "Pearl Harbors"
allegedly lie in wait around every corner. But, as Harvey told The Guardian newspaper, "If you can just
break yourself out of that frankly almost lunatic mind-set for a second, all sorts of alternatives start to
look possible, indeed credible.”

What drove Harvey into this bold assertion was the fact that Britain can no longer afford its nuclear
deterrent. It will have to replace its current fleet of four Trident II ballistic-missile submarines by 2028,
and the estimated cost is $20 to $30 billion. That's less than two weeks' worth of American military
spending, but for Britain it would mean cutting deeply into every other area of the defense budget.
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The British Army is "driving around in vehicles which are literally about to fall to pieces," he said. The
navy needs a new fleet of frigates, and the air force is committed to buying the joint strike fighter. They
can't have it all, and some senior officers are asking: "Is the opportunity cost of having a new generation of
nuclear weapons too high, in terms of what it would prevent us doing on other fronts."

So what are the alternatives to eternal hair-trigger readiness for an attack nobody really expects to come?
You could just get rid of all your nuclear weapons, of course, and you'd probably be just as safe as you are
now. But if you can't get your head around the idea of nuclear nakedness, you could at least store your
magical cloak in the closet, safely out of the reach of foolish children.

What Harvey was actually proposing was that Britain should get rid of its missile-firing submarines when
they get too old, and rely on a few cruise missiles with nuclear warheads to keep everybody else honest.
Store them somewhere safe, and don't take them out unless the international situation dramatically
worsened.

In fact, why not do that right now?

Those "boomers" — nuclear-powered submarines carrying long-range ballistic missiles with multiple
nuclear warheads — were really designed for "retaliation from the grave" if all the owner's cities, military
bases, ports and hamburger stands were destroyed in a massive surprise nuclear attack. Does anybody
expect such a thing in the current era? Well, then ...

And the best thing about putting the nukes in the cupboard is that you eliminate the risk of ugly accidents.
In 2009 two boomers, one British and the other French, actually collided underwater. Even at a time in
world history when no great power fears attack by any other, it would have been a frightening event if
those two submarines had been American and Chinese.

So put the toys away, boys. Don't expect the Israelis, the Indians and the Pakistanis to follow suit, because
they live in parts of the world where full-scale war with a powerful enemy is still a possibility. But
together they have only about 500 nuclear weapons; the five nuclear-armed great powers have around
11,000. Somebody has to start, and Britain is the likeliest candidate of the five. Sir Nick Harvey lost his job
in the Cabinet reshuffle, but the "nuclear capability review" is still underway.

Even Britain's generals think that another generation of fully deployed missile-firing submarines would
deprive them of most of the other new weapons they want, so the issue will stay on the table. Dumping the
boomers and locking the remaining nuclear warheads in the cupboard would be a useful halfway house on
the way to getting rid of them entirely.

Gwynne Dyer is a London-based independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries.
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"A major problem for our democracy”

November 7, 2012

Organizer wanted to use Hibiya as starting point

Antinuclear activists denied use of park
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20121107a3.html

By SETSUKO KAMIYA

Staff writer

A protest march planned for this Sunday in Tokyo to call for the abolishment of nuclear power has been
canceled due to the metropolitan government's rejection for the organizer to use Hibiya Park in Chiyoda
Ward as a meeting point.

The metropolitan government's decision late last month has been upheld by the Tokyo District and High
courts.

The organizer, Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, which has been running the weekly rallies in front
of the prime minister’s office, decided Monday night to cancel the march. The group had been expecting
some 10,000 participants.

The organizer was planning to have participants meet in a plaza in Hibiya Park before taking to the
streets. Their route was to take them past the headquarters of Tokyo Electric Power Co.

The organizer is still planning to hold a big rally from 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday around the prime
minister's office, the Diet building and ministry buildings in the Kasumigaseki district. The group is hoping
to attract about 1 million people to join that event.

"The courts don't understand the significance and the nature of the demonstrations taking place after
March 11 (last year,)" said Nobuo Kojima, the lead attorney for a group of lawyers representing the rally
organizer.

"I think the courts are still afraid of demonstrations, but these are very well organized, and the large

number wouldn't hinder other people's use of the park,” he said.
154


http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20121107a3.html
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/JTsearch5.cgi?term1=SETSUKO%20KAMIYA

In major rallies held in March and July this year, participants were able to meet in Hibiya Park before
holding marches. They had submitted applications to the park office to use a park plaza as the starting
point.

But when the coalition submitted an application in late October for Sunday's march, the park office
denied them use of the space. The officials said a large turnout could hinder management of the park, as
there are several other events planned there for the same day.

According to Tetsuya Shikada, head of the parks division of the metropolitan government, the park has
had a rule that demonstration gatherings can only be held in Hibiya Public Hall and Hibiya Music Hall, and
not in other parts of the park.

Shikada admitted that the park office had failed to properly screen the organizer's applications on the
previous two occasions. He said the rally organizer may have "mistook” the submission of the application
as being equal to having received approval, which was not the case.

After the rally in late July, the metropolitan government received complaints from officials at Hibiya
Library, which is located inside the park, that the large turnout prevented library users from entering the
building and caused other problems. Shikada said the park office is now applying the rules more carefully.

"The public halls were already booked for this coming Sunday by other groups. We encouraged the rally
organizer to use the halls the following week, or use other parks as alternatives. We don't mean to deny
people's freedom of expression or their right to rally,” Shikada said.

The group brought their case to the Tokyo District Court and demanded that the metropolitan
government allow them to use the park as a meeting point. But the court said no, ruling that it was
reasonable for the government to say that the large turnout may affect other park users.

The group appealed, but the Tokyo High Court also rejected the plaintiff's claim Monday.

Lawyer Kojima said that the change in the metropolitan government's attitude is a sign that they want to
control people's opportunities to hold demonstrations. "It seems to me that they want to control the
number of rallies there, even though there is enough space. This is violation of freedom of speech, and it's
a major problem for our democracy," he said.
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What about freedom of assembly?

November 9, 2012

10,000-strong anti-nuclear rally from Hibiya Park canceled
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20121109p2a00m0na013000c.html

A planned anti-nuclear power march around the Diet Building in Tokyo's Chiyoda Ward for Nov. 11 has
been canceled because of the metropolitan government's refusal to allow the use of Hibiya Park.

Reversing an earlier policy to permit rally organizers to use Hibiya Park as a venue for participants, the
Tokyo government has tightened regulations and the organizers of the planned march have failed to find a
venue to accommodate participants. The new policy has drawn fire from anti-nuclear protesters as
weekly anti-nuclear rallies in front of the prime minister's office continue.

The Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, which has been spearheading the weekly rallies in front of the
prime minister's office, has decided to cancel the Nov. 11 march in which the organizer had hoped to

attract about 10,000 participants.
The organizers started big rallies from a corner of Hibiya Park in March and July this year.

It applied to the metropolitan government in September for use of Hibiya Park as the starting point of the
Nov. 11 rally but the government explained the new policy under which the rally organizer needs to get
permission rather than simply submitting an application. As a condition for permission, the government
asked the rally organizer to use either Hibiya Public Hall or Hibiya Music Hall. Both facilities cost about

80,000 yen to 250,000 yen for four hours.

The organizers protested the regulation change and submitted an application again at the end of October.
But the government turned down the request, saying both facilities were fully booked for Nov. 11 and it
cannot ensure the safety of ordinary visitors to the park.

The Tokyo District Court and Tokyo High Court spurned the coalition's petition, forcing the coalition to
cancel the planned rally.
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According to the metropolitan government's Park Division, it recommended the organizers use Shiba
Park, about 1.5 kilometers away from Hibiya Park, as the starting point but the organizers insisted on
using Hibiya Park, saying Shiba Park would be a hassle for families and elderly people.

Tetsuya Shikada, chief of the Park Division, told the Mainichi Shimbun that staff at Hibiya Park used to
accept applications in the past but organizers of such rallies are initially required to get permission in
accordance with the metropolitan government's regulations.

He said the Tokyo government has strengthened regulations in the aftermath of the July rally which the
organizer says attracted about 27,000 people. He added that demonstrations involving around 100 people
do not require permission.

Nobuo Kojima, a lawyer representing the anti-nuclear coalition, criticized the Tokyo government for
tightening the regulations including the use of facilities like Hibiya Public Hall and Hibiya Music Hall as a
condition for holding demonstrations. "Large-scale demonstrations cannot be held if there is no money.
Freedom of assembly could be jeopardized."

Ikuo Gonoi, associate professor of politics at Takachiho University and author of a book on protests, says
demonstrations for many years have started from Hibiya Park as a symbol of Japan's postwar democracy.
The metropolitan government's stiffer regulations against demonstrations are tantamount to a denial of

postwar history, he says.

Public discontent must express itself

November 11, 2012

Let them march
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/ed20121111a2.html

Anti-nuclear activists were denied use of Hibiya Park by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government last week.
The organizer of the planned rally, Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, has been holding weekly rallies
in front of the prime minister's office, and the rally set for Nov. 11 was to start in Hibiya Park before
marching past the head office of Tokyo Electric Power Co. Most unfortunately, given the constitutional
implications, both the Tokyo District Court and the Tokyo High Court sided with the government last

week.
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The reasons for denying the coalition use of the park were trivial. In previous rallies held in March and
July, Hibiya Park was open to demonstrators, but this time, the officials said the turnout could hinder park
management, affect visitors and block access to Hibiya Library. The officials say the rules are now being
applied more strictly. More likely, the park officials are complicit in an attempt by the metropolitan
government to curb the demonstrations.

The previous rallies were held in a reasonable and orderly fashion. Perhaps some park or library users
had to walk a few extra steps around the large numbers of demonstrators, but that and the noise are
hardly anything special in a bustling city like Tokyo.

If bothering people were the litmus test for allowing or rejecting applications for rallies, there would be
no place inside the crowded confines of Tokyo to hold a rally of any kind whatsoever.

One wonders where the pressure comes from for the sudden enforcement of such petty rules. Anytime a
demonstration or protest rally takes place, there will be some kind of conflict. The right to freedom of
expression often entails some minor disturbances to some people. That is one of the results of exercising
the right to freedom of speech. It isn't always quiet. But such disturbances should not be used as an excuse
to curb the right to freedom of expression because it is the foundation of democracy.

Significant public discontent over the dangers of nuclear power demands access to venues for
expression. Tokyo's public areas are excellent places for that expression. The magnitude of opposition to
nuclear power deserves to be heard. Whatever one's opinion on the future of nuclear power in Japan, the
rejection of this application should be understood as a restriction on freedom of speech and expression,
even though metropolitan officials claim otherwise.

Denying this reasonable application by citizens to demonstrate in a public space will unlikely be more
than a small obstacle in the ongoing wave of discontent with nuclear power. But it's an obstacle that
should not be there at all.

"Anti-nuclear protesters turned out in droves”
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Very little information in the media about yesterday's anti-nuke
demonstration in Tokyo...

November 12,2012

100,000 protest against nuclear power in central Tokyo
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Anti-nuclear protesters stage a demonstration through the rain near the Diet building on the evening of
Nov. 11. (Mainichi)
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20121112p2a00m0na006000c.html

Some 100,000 people staged a demonstration near the Diet Building on the rainy evening of Nov. 11 to
call for an end to nuclear power, according to figures released by demonstration organizer Metropolitan
Coalition Against Nukes.

"We don't need nuclear power!" chanted people who had gathered simultaneously at nine locations in the
government quarter, including in front of the prime minister’s office. The crowd began assembling at the
main meeting point in front of the Diet at just after 5 p.m. and soon the pavement was packed with people.
At one point, there were so many protesters packed into one place they disrupted use of the local
crosswalks.

"The number of people at the weekly Friday protests has been going down with the temperature,” said
Haruomi Hanada, a 47-year-old Tokyo man with his 10-year-old daughter in tow. "I was worried people
were starting to care less about the issue, but I'm relieved to see so many people here today."

A demonstration scheduled for the capital's Hibiya Park the same day was cancelled after the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government refused to issue a permit.

See also:
THE ASAHI SHIMBUN http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201211120071

Anti-nuclear protesters turned out in droves Nov. 11 to mark 20 months since the disaster at the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdkgADaNC40&feature=em-unknown

http://www.sipa.com/en/feature/2461444 /japan-anti-nuclear-rally /page/1/SN/NEWS

A no-nuke song
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Nuclear professionals & some media want us to sleep, so we made a lullaby ...

Here a version with english subtitles http://youtu.be/dKOACjyOthU
See also : http://www.cipaudio.com/eng_label_USO.htm

Save Japanese children from radiation

http://www.save-children-from-radiation.org/

Support the evacuation of Japanese children and accountability for their radiation
contamination November 29, 2012

<image: http://www.beyondnuclear.org/storage/Fukushima-meltdown-March-2011-via-

AFP.jpg? SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION=1354194683516>

The World Network for Saving Children from Radiation is circulating two urgent petitions for action
involving children and radioactive contamination from the Fukushima Dai-Ichi nuclear disaster. Now,
more than one and a half years after the nuclear accident, 260,000 Japanese children are still living in the
catastrophe’s radioactive contamination. One petition is directs Japanese authorities to evacuate
children to non-contaminated areas of the country. The other petition calls for justice and accountability
following the widely recognized “man-made” nuclear disaster for which to date not one single person has

been held accountable.
To find out more and how to lend your signature in support of a more healthy future for Japanese
children caught in the Fukushima contamination please go to http://www.save-children-from-

radiation.org/petitions/

Antinukes and the election

December 6, 2012

Nuclear foes face election dilemma
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20121206f2.html

By MIYA TANAKA
Kyodo

Tokyo fashion designer Yasuko Maruko, 44, is an absolute beginner when it comes to becoming a
politician, yet she is bidding for a seat in the Diet in the Dec. 16 general election in the hope of steering
Japan toward a future without nuclear power.
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United: People hold signs reading "Protect Children” and "No to Nuclear Power"
during an antinuclear energy rally near the prime minister's office in July. KYODO

Getting together the ¥6 million deposit for her candidacy was not easy for Maruko, a mother of two
daughters. But the main purpose of her attempt is to show that the country's growing antinuclear
grassroots movement is heading to the next stage of sending people to the Diet, following massive
protests after the Fukushima No. 1 plant meltdown crisis started last year.

"I thought I needed to get involved in politics because after all, collecting petition signatures and joining
demonstrations and rallies will not bring about major changes in government policies," she said.

But it remains uncertain to what extent the momentum of the antinuclear movement will show in the
form of actual votes in the Lower House election, with some experts pointing to the lack of a new party
that can attract nuclear opponents en masse.
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"Many voters, including those who are concerned about nuclear issues, are fed up with established
parties. But the moves made by new parties have also been confusing, with their images tarnished by
joining hands with some old elements of Japanese politics," said Aiji Tanaka, a political science professor
at Waseda University.

Major players in the general election, the first since 2009, include the ruling Democratic Party of Japan,
the Liberal Democratic Party and two new forces — Nippon Ishin no Kai (Japan Restoration Party),
founded by high-profile Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto, and Nippon Mirai no To (Tomorrow Party of
Japan) launched by Shiga Gov. Yukiko Kada only about a week before the start of official campaigning
Tuesday.

Moves to create the new group led by Kada accelerated after Hashimoto was seen to water down his
antinuclear stance as a result of merging his party with a party led by former Tokyo Gov. Shintaro
Ishihara, who is against the elimination of nuclear power and has even suggested Japan pursue the bomb.

Kada's party brings together small parties that share her tough stance against nuclear power. Her call for
Japan to "graduate from nuclear power in 10 years" is a more aggressive antinuclear stance than that of
the DPJ, which aims to phase out nuclear energy by the 2030s and that of the LDP, which is against total
abolition.

But what has stirred controversy is that she plans to team up with Ichiro Ozawa, a former DP] head
dubbed the "destroyer" for his history of forming and breaking up political parties.

Tanaka said Ozawa's existence may make Nippon Mirai no To less attractive to voters who want to back
candidates from a party promising a nuclear-free country.

"People seriously concerned about nuclear power may hesitate to choose the party, wondering whether
Ozawa had ever been a nuclear opponent when he was the LDP's secretary general or a DP] member....
His motivation is probably to use Kada's party as a tool to hold the casting vote in the political arena (in
the event that neither the LDP nor the DPJ] wins a majority)," he said.

Toshiro Kojima, an environmental policy professor at Aoyama Gakuin University, thinks having Ozawa is
not necessarily a disadvantage because he has party management ability and usually sticks to what he
says, but noted there may be concerns that Kada may end up as his puppet.

163



In a sign that voters are facing difficult choices, people who gathered in front of the prime minister's office
on Nov. 30 for one of the Friday night antinuclear demonstrations varied on which party they plan to
support.

Some said they will vote for Nippon Mirai no To candidates, but a 32-year-old company employee from
Chiba Prefecture, Yuki Shimotake, said she plans to vote for the Japanese Communist Party for the first
time because she wants to see nuclear power eliminated immediately, and not over a 10-year span as
advocated by Kada.

Meanwhile, another 37-year-old woman, who asked not to be named because she is a part-time civil
servant, said she has not yet decided which party to back.

She also said she remains doubtful whether antinuclear movements among ordinary citizens will affect
the outcome of the election.

"When I come here (to join the demonstrations), I feel there is a lively mood. But there is a difference in
the degree of enthusiasm when I meet my acquaintances. Many of them look like they have given up about
their future,” she said.

Maruko, a regular attendant of the weekly rallies, has secured the backing of Kada's party to run in a
single-seat constituency in Tokyo, and hopes the poll will bring change to a country that appears to be
having difficulty in ending its reliance on nuclear energy, with two reactors in Fukui Prefecture restarted
last summer, despite the total shutdown of all other reactors in Japan.

"What [ always say in my stump speeches is that each vote counts to make a change. We cannot miss this
opportunity,” she said.

Anti-nuke demonstration in Tokyo

December 15, 2012

Tokyo rally seeks to keep alive quest to end nuclear power
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20121215x2.html

By KAZUAKI NAGATA
Staff writer
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FUKUSHIMA — With energy policy turning into one of the focal points of Sunday's Lower House election,
more than 1,000 people opposed to atomic power staged a march in Tokyo on the eve of the poll to
demand a nuclear-free society.

"Japan will face a crossroads tomorrow," Yuko Tanaka, a professor at Hosei University, told a crowd of
hundreds who gathered in Hibiya Park, Chiyoda Ward, on Saturday ahead of the march.

"Depending on the result of the election, I feel that Japan could wind up in hell," she said, voicing fears
that the final tally may fail to reflect the views of many citizens who want to see Japan's nuclear plants
scrapped.

The Liberal Democratic Party, which media polls show will oust the ruling Democratic Party of Japan and
form the next government, has pledged to make efforts to reduce the country's addiction to atomic energy,
but it is not promising to do away with nuclear plants altogether. The party oversaw the creation and
expansion of Japan's atomic power industry during its long postwar rule.

The DPJ] and many other parties contesting the election have meanwhile set the medium-term goal of
eliminating all nuclear power plants as a key tenet of their platforms.

Hosei University's Tanaka said she hopes an antinuclear party wins Sunday so her fellow activists won't
have to continue staging such rallies after the election. However, she is pessimistic about the final
outcome.

Other protesters believe the demonstrations that have sprung up nationwide to oppose atomic energy
since the start of the Fukushima No. 1 disaster should continue, regardless of the poll results.

"No matter which party takes power, we must not lower our voices for the abolition of nuclear power,"
said Satoshi Kamata, a writer who has long warned of the dangers of atomic energy.

Kamata believes the antinuclear energy movement has significantly impacted society, and noted most
candidates running in the election are campaigning on a promise to end Japan's dependence on nuclear
power.

After assembling in Hibiya Park, the demonstrators rallied to the high-end Ginza shopping district despite
rainy, chilly weather.
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In addition to the rally, Japanese and overseas opponents of nuclear energy started the two-day Global
Conference for a Nuclear Power Free World in Hibiya to discuss such issues as Japan's atomic regulatory
system and what politics and tactics to pursue in order to achieve a society free of atomic energy.

The conference, which activists from at least nine countries are attending, overlaps with a global nuclear
safety gathering that also began Saturday in Koriyama, Fukushima Prefecture, hosted by Japan and the
International Atomic Energy Agency.

Although the two events happened to coincide, organizers of the Hibiya conference said this presents an
ideal opportunity to further their cause, by emphasizing the importance of abandoning atomic energy.

"It seems that the goal of scrapping nuclear power is not being taken seriously (in the election).... So the
significance of the conference is really big and I think we will be able to send a strong message to the
electorate," said Tatsuya Yoshioka, an organizer and director of nongovernmental organization Peace
Boat.

The inaugural Global Conference for a Nuclear Power Free World, held in Yokohama in January, drew
some 11,500 participants.

Rock music against nukes

December 18, 2012

'Music doesn't need nuclear power': Rock guitarist excited about 'solar
concert'
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Taiji Sato (Mainichi)
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/features/news/20121218p2a00m0Ona003000c.html

"We don't need nuclear energy to play good music" claimed 45-year-old rock guitarist, Taiji Sato,
organizer of the forthcoming "The Solar Budokan" concert. Sato spoke to the Mainichi Shimbun in an
interview about his motivation behind the Dec. 20 event, during which all necessary power will be
generated entirely by renewable energy.

Inspired by The Beatles, Sato started playing electric guitar when he was a junior high school student. He
formed a band in college and has devoted himself to rock music ever since. Sato's wild guitar technique
has attracted young crowds. Just as he was thinking of taking his skills to the big stage, the Great East
Japan Earthquake struck in March 2011. Since then, he has held concerts in Tokyo's Shimokitazawa to
support disaster recovery.

The concert will run on renewable energy: instruments will use batteries charged by solar power, stage
lights will be fueled by biodiesel, and speakers and other power on stage will be provided indirectly by
solar energy through the purchase of renewable energy certificates.

Japanese big-time musicians such as Tamio Okuda, Koji Kikkawa and Fumiya Fujii are all willing to act as
warm up artists for the concert. Even legendary Japanese singer Tokiko Kato offered to help. "It will be a
concert for all ages and genders," says Sato, as he expresses his excitement.
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On Dec. 16, the same date as the general election, Sato joined an anti-nuclear power event at Hibiya Park
in downtown Tokyo. Sato and his supporters believe in the power of music that doesn't require nuclear
energy.

Hakodate to file suit to stop construction of Oma plant

December 19, 2012

Hakodate OKs budget to sue if work resumes on Aomori nuclear plant
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20121219b2.html

Kyodo

HAKODATE, Hokkaido — The municipal assembly of Hakodate, Hokkaido, approved funds Tuesday to file
a lawsuit to stop construction of a nuclear plant in nearby Aomori Prefecture.

The city is considering resorting to legal action if Electric Power Development Co., better known as J-
Power, continues construction of the plant in Oma across the Tsugaru Strait from Hakodate.

Hakodate officials believe the safety of the plant can't be guaranteed and the city could suffer severe
damage in the event of a serious accident.

The municipality will ask the new administration to be formed under the leadership of the Liberal
Democratic Party, which won a landslide victory in Sunday

Hakodate set aside ¥23 million in reserve funds under a supplementary budget for the current fiscal year
for the potential lawsuit. It would be the first suit related to a nuclear plant filed by a local government.

Although separated by the strait, Hakodate lies within 30 km of the plant. ]-Power began building the
plant in May 2008 with the intention of bringing it online in November 2014. Construction was suspended
after the Fukushima nuclear crisis in March 2011 but was resumed this fall.
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When the work restarted, Hakodate Mayor Toshiki Kudo told a news conference that "we hope to pursue

legal action, in which the city will become the plaintiff, as early as next spring when the construction work
is to move into high gear."

Pushing nuclear power

JJ1

The head of the nation's power industry is demanding that the new government step back from its
predecessor's goal of ridding Japan of nuclear power.

In a statement Monday on the Liberal Democratic Party's landslide victory in the Lower House election,
Makoto Yagi, chairman of the Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan, said he wants the
incoming government to work out a "realistic" national energy policy.

Departing Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda set a goal of reducing the nation's dependence on nuclear
power to zero by the 2030s.

There are too many challenges to overcome before achieving the nuclear phaseout goal, Yagi said.

December 18, 2012

City budget approved for lawsuit to stop nuclear plant construction
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20121218p2g00m0dm077000c.html

Unrelenting protests

December 22,2012

Anti-nuclear protests continue on theme of nonviolence
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201212220007

By KAZUYA MATSUMOTO/ Staff Writer
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They’re angry, frustrated and persistent. Some have been influenced by past movements in Japan. Others
say they are reacting to what they perceive as slights by the government.

But the various anti-nuclear groups that continue to protest throughout Japan have managed to create a
peaceful, welcoming atmosphere that has helped to prevent the movement from fading away.

"The common thread they share is the concept of 'nonviolence,"” said political scientist Ikuo Gonoi, 33.
“Because the (protest) sites are nonviolent, anybody can join. The festival-like atmosphere created by the
rhythm of the drums and the like also lowers the hurdles to engaging in a demonstration or protest.”

Gonoi said movements in Japan have traditionally centered on students or laborers.

“Now people from every generation, from children to seniors, and from all social backgrounds are
voluntarily participating,” he said.

One of the more visible anti-nuclear groups is the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, which consists of
13 citizen organizations that arrange demonstrations outside the prime minister’s office every Friday
night.

The protests began in late March this year with about 300 people, but it jumped to more than 10,000 in
June, when the Noda Cabinet decided to restart the Oi reactors operated by Kansai Electric Power Co. in
Fukui Prefecture. Since then, the crowds have continued to grow, and the protests have spread to
government offices in Tokyo's Kasumigaseki district, where the sounds of drums and chants of "no
restarts” echo.

"The protesters are regular people. That's why, more than anything else, our goal is safe operation,”
Misao Redwolf, one of the main organizers, said. “We will continue in a safe and persistent manner to
voice our opposition to nuclear power as many times as we need to."

Redwolf is the professional alias she uses in her day job as an illustrator. Five years ago, after traveling
around the United States, Britain and Italy, she got involved in the anti-nuclear movement.

She also designed the star-shaped logo of the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes.
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"I sympathized with the attitude of the Ouetsu Reppan Domei (a military-political coalition) that opposed
the government during the Meiji Restoration. I wanted to carry on their spirit and their ‘gobosei’ (five-
pointed star) mark gave me an idea," she said.

The Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes sets some basic rules for the protests, such as: no message
other than abolishing nuclear power; no affiliations with political parties or other organizations; and a
maximum one minute of talking time at the microphone.

"The anti-nuclear movement has a bright outlook. But democracy has not yet been rehabilitated in
Japanese society. Now is a critical moment," Redwolf said

Many anti-nuclear protests in Japan are called "sound demos." The protesters play drums and other
musical instruments while they march through the streets of towns accompanied by rock or rap music.

Artist Kaya Hanasaki, a member of Shienkin Girls (Aid Money Girls), collected donations to help the
disaster-hit city of Minami-Soma in Fukushima Prefecture at a demonstration organized by Shiroto no
Ran, a recycled goods dealer in Tokyo's Koenji district.

Hanasaki created oil paintings when she studied at Tama Art University before attending the graduate
school of Tokyo University of the Arts. At a London gallery in the summer this year, she used audio and
visual recordings from Fukushima in a performance called “3/11,” the date the Great East Japan
Earthquake struck last year.

The production earned positive reviews.

Hanasaki's involvement in demonstrations and performance art continues. She has also worked with
people from the Occupy movement in the United States.

"Since 3/11, there are more opportunities for students and young people to engage in daily conversation
about politics,” she said. “Demonstrations have become frequent in towns, and I feel like society might be
changing a little at a time."

The Sayonara Nukes 100,000 Rally, a gathering of citizens who want to phase out nuclear power, was
held in July. Organizers said about 170,000 people from across Japan packed into the site at Tokyo's
Yoyogi Park.
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Author Keiko Ochiai, 67, received loud applause when she said: "We will not falter. We question the Noda
administration. When you speak of 'the people,’ just who are you thinking of? "The people' -- citizens -- are
here today."

Hirofumi Harada, 45, of the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, said he is often asked by reporters if

the protests outside the prime minister's office represent a "new social movement."

He said he feels the answer is "no."

"I think the anti-nuclear movement since 3/11 is similar to protests during the pollution at the Ashio
Copper Mine (in the late 19th and early 20th centuries) and the controversy over Minamata disease,”
Harada said. “By nature, people take to the streets when they're angry. That's why there's nothing new

about such movements. They're universal."

Unrelenting protests (2)

December 22,2012

Opponents of nuclear power vow to continue protests under new

government
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201212220052

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Anti-nuclear protesters who have been gathering for months each Friday near the prime minister's office
continued expressing their opposition Dec. 21 in an effort to underscore their cause after the Liberal

Democratic Party scored a landslide victory in the Lower House election.

Chants of "No reactor restarts," accompanied by the sounds of drum beats, echoed in Tokyo's Nagatacho

district at 6 p.m. on Dec. 21, the winter solstice.

The rally marked the 36th such demonstration, according to Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes,

organizer of the protests.
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"We will never forgive the government for its decision to restart reactors," said one protester.

"The outgoing administration should have its successor take over its 'zero nuclear power policy,"" said
another.

Twenty-year-old participant Tatsuya Hashizawa, who holds a part-time job in Tokyo, said it was the first
time in six months he had attended the rally, but he decided to give it his support once more after being
alarmed by the LDP's return to power. "If we are to push for a no-nuclear future, everyone should think
hard and raise their voices," he said.

Hashizawa said he voted in the Dec. 16 Lower House election for a party and a candidate both of whom
are committed to the abolition of nuclear power. It was the first time he had ever voted.

Also present was a 68-year-old female evacuee from Futaba, a town near the stricken Fukushima No. 1
plant. Now living in Tokyo, she stressed the importance of keeping up the pressure.

"The LDP promoted nuclear power generation," she said, holding a placard that read: "Return Futaba to
us."

"Who can we turn to?" she said. "We need to carry on our protest rallies to prevent the LDP from
becoming big-headed."

The woman said she had been a regular participant of the rallies, attending nearly every one to date.

Demonstrations in front of the prime minister's office began after opponents of nuclear power became
increasingly frustrated by what they considered to be inaction by the administration of the Democratic
Party of Japan over nuclear power.

They felt that the DP] administration was too hesitant to steer the country boldly away from nuclear
power despite raised public anxiety over the safety of nuclear plants.

The rallies were strongest this summer after the administration of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda
approved the restart of two reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear power plant in Fukui
Prefecture.
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That decision triggered a rally by tens of thousands of protesters in the capital and demonstrations at
dozens of other locations across the country.

It was the first time in many years that protesters had taken to the streets in such numbers, and it led to
the prime minister inviting representatives of the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes for talks.

A short while later, the Noda administration declared it would abolish nuclear power in Japan by the end
of the 2030s.

A 29-year-old man who is one of the coalition's central organizers said he is glad the group's efforts have
drawn widespread attention. But he said taking a different approach might have won more support.

"We should have presented the implications of nuclear power from a logical point of view, rather than
merely appeal to people's emotions," he said.

The latest rally, like those before it, saw participants take turns in addressing the crowd through a
microphone. It petered out at 8 p.m. Police sources said nearly 1,000 people had taken part.

The Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes says the demonstrations will continue next year, as the new
government settles into office.

Protesters in other cities have mounted similar protests. Rallies have taken place outside the
headquarters of Kansai Electric in Osaka and that of Kyushu Electric Power Co. in Fukuoka.

"Casting a ballot is not the only right we have. Coming here and having our voices heard is meaningful,
too," said one of the Osaka protest organizers.

The conservative Liberal Democratic Party will take power next week. It has in the past been a standard-
bearer for nuclear power and has spoken in only vague terms about Japan's atomic future since winning
the recent Lower House election.

Now, more than ever, these protesters believe their voices need to be heard.
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Anti-nuclear demonstrators protest outside the prime minister's office in Tokyo's Nagatacho district on
Dec. 21. (Soichiro Yamamoto)

A very short-lived party

December 27,2012

Antinuclear Tomorrow Party of Japan to split over internal feud 1 month
after launch
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20121227p2a00m0na008000c.html

Just one month after its hasty launch ahead of the Dec. 16 House of Representatives election, the anti-
nuclear power Tomorrow Party of Japan (TPJ) is set to break apart in the face of internal wrangling over
key party posts including one for political heavyweight and powerbroker Ichiro Ozawa.

Shiga Gov. Yukiko Kada, who heads the fledgling TPJ, said at a news conference at the Shiga Prefectural
Government's office on Dec. 26, "We are exploring a way to split peacefully." Former Financial Services
Minister Shizuka Kamei vowed to leave the party the same day, saying, "The party does not have a sense of
unity any longer." The TPJ is likely to come under fire for its internal squabbling only one month after it
was launched.
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The TP] has 17 legislators -- nine House of Representatives members and eight House of Councillors
members. But 15 of them come from the People's Life First (PLF) party that was headed by Ozawa.
Therefore, it remains unclear how the party will split.

The initial internal conflict broke out at a joint meeting of party members of both houses of the Diet on
the evening of Dec. 24. Lawmakers who come from PLF turned their back on Kada's proposal to appoint
Tomoko Abe, former policy chief of the Social Democratic Party (SDP), as co-leader of the TP]. The internal
feud deepened further as the lawmakers originally from the PLF subsequently moved to pass a motion
calling for Ozawa to be named as party co-leader.

Over the nomination for prime minister in a special Diet session, the lawmakers originally from the PLF
decided at a Dec. 26 joint meeting of party members of both houses of the Diet to vote for deputy party
leader Yuko Mori, while Kada insisted on a free vote. The lawmakers originally from the PLF voted for
Mori as prime minister in both houses of the Diet. But Kamei and Tomoko Abe cast blank votes.

Kada announced the launch of the TP] on Nov. 27. Ozawa had initially expressed his intention not to
assume a key party post for the time being, but high expectations began to be placed on him following the
party's setback in the Dec. 16 general election.

Tomoko Abe told reporters, "It's a Narita divorce," referring to divorces that occur soon after a
honeymoon overseas.

Antinuke demonstrators still there

December 29, 2012

Demonstrators protest Abe Cabinet review of zero nuclear policy
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20121229p2a00m0na008000c.html

Anti-nuclear energy demonstrators defied the drizzly weather in front of the Prime Minister's Office on
the evening of Dec. 28, marking their first weekly protest since the second Abe Cabinet took office earlier

this week.

Filling the sidewalks near the premier's office in Tokyo's Nagatacho district, the demonstrators
repeatedly chanted, "No to nuclear power" and "Listen to the voices of the people," in protest against the
new administration's announced review of the previous Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ)-led
government's pledge to end nuclear power in Japan by the 2030s.

"Before bringing Japan back to what it was, first bring Fukushima back to us," read one of the placards
raised by demonstrators, apparently poking fun at Abe's House of Representatives election campaign
slogan of "regaining Japan."
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A 64-year-old taxi driver from Tokyo's Edogawa Ward took a day off work to join the protest, thinking, "I
should demonstrate my will."

"I wanted to tell the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) that it shouldn't think it has gained the confidence of
the entire public, as the party garnered less than 30 percent of votes in the proportional representation
blocs (in the general election),” he said. "I want them to know that calls for Japan's breakaway from
nuclear energy are this strong."

A 30-year-old from the Tokyo suburb of Hino who rushed to the rally after work, said, "The LDP hardly
said anything about its nuclear policy during the election campaign, but now it's going to reactivate
nuclear reactors, which is absolutely not fair. [ will come here again and again (to protest), even after New

Year's.

A 42-year-old self-employed woman from Tokyo's Suginami Ward confided that all she finds naught but
disappointment in Japanese politics.

"In this country that caused a nuclear disaster, a party promoting nuclear power has taken control of the
government while an anti-nuclear party was split into two," she said. "As for me, [ will continue to do what
[ can. I will keep joining demonstrations" against nuclear power.

The weekly Friday protests in front of the Prime Minister's Office organized by citizens group
"Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes" have continued since 2011 in the wake of the Fukushima nuclear
meltdowns.

Writers' antinuke pledge

January 11, 2013

Writers pledge to step up calls for nuclear phase-out

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201301110047

By DAISUKE SHIMIZU// Staff Writer
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Four prominent writers including Nobel laureate Kenzaburo Oe say they will step up their demand that
Japan pulls the plug on nuclear power.

Speaking at a news conference in Tokyo on Jan. 10, Oe said the administration of Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe is "fundamentally wrong" in seeking to restart idled reactors and resume the reliance on nuclear
energy.

Also present were journalist Satoshi Kamata, writer Hisae Sawachi and writer Keiko Ochiai.

Ochiai denounced those who support the reliance on nuclear power.

"Are they ready to deceive their own lives and those of people yet to be born, under this talk of
'prosperity’ and 'peaceful’ use?" she said.

The four--and other activists--are co-founders of a civil advocacy group, the "Citizen's Committee for a 10-
Million-People Petition to Say Goodbye to Nuclear Power Plants."

They said the group would present to the government a five-point action plan at a rally in Tokyo's Meiji
Park scheduled for March 9.

It will include the timely scrapping of existing nuclear reactors, a ban on the construction of new units
and an all-out push to develop the generation of power from renewable sources.

Anti nuke rally in Tokyo

January 12,2013

Weekly anti-nuclear rallies resume in central Tokyo

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201301120023

By KATSUMOTO HORIKAWA/ Staff Writer
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In their first mass protest this year, anti-nuclear protesters rallied outside the prime minister's office Jan.
11 and denounced the Shinzo Abe administration for failing to commit to reducing Japan's reliance on
nuclear energy.

Organizers of the Friday-evening rallies, which began in March 2012 and were held throughout the year,
say the protests will continue.

"Abe is putting economic measures first, but those who benefit from spending on public works will be
general contractors,” said 61-year-old Osamu Ishigaki from Yokohama, who joined the rally straight from
work. "Investing in renewable energy would offer better prospects for the overall economy."

The Abe administration has pledged higher spending on projects such as surveys of tunnels, roads and
railways and making repairs where needed.

It is also seeking to uphold Japan's reliance on nuclear power, scrapping the previous government's
pledge to phase it out by the 2030s.

Like previous rallies, the latest one kicked off at 6 p.m. in the Nagatacho district, the Tokyo neighborhood
akin to Washington's Capitol Hill or London's Westminster. It lasted two hours.

Fumi Maeda, a 23-year-old nursery school teacher from Toyohashi, Aichi Prefecture, said she was
participating for the first time.

"The LDP wants to maintain the nuclear industry's status quo," she said. "It won the Lower House
election, but by taking part in this rally I am hoping to get my friends and relatives interested in the
matter."

The rally is organized by a group called the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes.
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Anti-nuclear protesters outside the prime minister's office in Tokyo on Jan. 11, the first rally this year.
(Satoru Ogawa

Exhibit by Takamine

January 25,2013

Contemporary artist spotlights society's 'oppression' in exhibit
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/cool_japan/culture/AJ201301250037

By NOZOMI MATSUI/ Staff Writer

MITO--Though it's not an association most people would make, Tadasu Takamine's latest exhibition links
anime with atomic energy as examples of the "systematic oppression lurking in Japanese society."

"Takamine Tadasu no Cool Japan" (Tadasu Takamine's Cool Japan), on display at Art Tower Mito in
Ibaraki Prefecture, takes its name from the popular tagline used to showcase and promote Japanese anime
and Japanese street fashion to overseas customers.

"Nuclear power plants and 'Cool Japan' are both things touted by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry," Takamine, 44, says. "They share a kinship as things that are pushed upon us."

He said that he is making a point about the importance of keeping a critical eye on such things.

In the exhibition room titled "Haiso no Heya" (the room of lost lawsuits), rectangular protrusions printed
with huge blowups of newspaper headlines jut from the wall. The headlines report on lawsuits related to
nuclear power plants, some dating back to the 1970s. "Court ruling snubs citizens," one headline screams,
while another declares, "Residents who filed lawsuit lose their case." A clay statue of a woman standing in
front of all this symbolizes "people accepting the history of the lawsuits," according to Takamine.

In another room, titled "Gaman no Heya" (the room of sufferance), various voices ring out intermittently
with the command, "Bear with it!"
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"Japanese society is bound by the unspoken understanding that we just have to lump it at times like this,"
Takamine said. "That is what is happening now, even after the nuclear power plant accident. I want this
exhibition to give people a chance to think about how the Japanese people have been oppressed,

subconsciously, all this time."
k Xk %k

On Feb. 16, Takamine will be at the museum to discuss his work. The exhibition runs through Feb. 17. The
museum is closed on Mondays.

Chronicles of life in nuclear communities

February 3, 2013

Documentary film examines communities affected by nuclear power
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/features/news/20130203p2g00m0et004000c.html

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- An upcoming documentary film chronicles the experiences of communities hosting
nuclear facilities in Japan, and the high price paid by some of them after the nuclear disaster in 2011,
including farmers and fishermen unable to market produce because of radioactive contamination.

"I hope I can show that we cannot coexist with nuclear power and it is the duty of each of us to make a
choice about energy in the future," said Kei Shimada, director of "Fukushima, Rokkasho and Message to
the Future."

Shimada, originally a Tokyo-based freelance photographer, started covering nuclear issues in the wake of
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster, and eventually settled down in Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture, which
hosts nuclear fuel cycle facilities.

"I wanted to follow the development of the nuclear fuel cycle project on the spot and be close to those
living there," Shimada, 53, said.

Her 12 years living in the northeastern village through 2002 resulted in two photo books, one of which
won a journalistic award. She was about to start shooting her first movie about Rokkasho when a massive
earthquake and tsunami caused Japan's worst ever nuclear disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant
in Fukushima Prefecture in March 2011.

In the face of the enormity of the event, she changed her original plan and turned her attention to those
living in Fukushima in addition to the Rokkasho residents.
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One of those the just-completed documentary focuses on is Kazuo Nakamura, a 14th-generation farmer in
Koriyama, Fukushima, who has had to pile up the rice harvest at his storehouse as consumers shun
Fukushima rice following the detection of radioactive materials in samples.

Joining an antinuclear demonstration in Tokyo while drawing attention to his plight at civic meetings,
Nakamura said he is determined to continue to farm despite the hardships he faces.

"I will continue farming even if [ have to abandon my crops," he said. "And now I believe it is our duty" to
get rid of nuclear facilities, he added, convinced they "will definitely cause harmful effects to our
descendents."

In Rokkasho, Eisaku Takiguchi continues to catch Pacific cod with his son despite cesium contamination
in the wake of the Fukushima disaster, in order to document the catches he could have made. Their silent
chagrin is evident as they are shown throwing the fish back into the ocean from their vessel.

Takiguchi, as a young fisherman, led a protest movement against the construction of nuclear fuel cycle
facilities. Decades later, he now says, "I'm still proud of our campaign. I can walk the street with my head
held high."

Shimada became acquainted with him while living in Rokkasho. "I have been impressed with him as a
person who stood up against a big power."

Takiguchi's son, Kenji, meanwhile, indicates concerns over his future as a fisherman in the village, saying,
"I've never done anything (other than fish catch). I would quit this job if I could do anything else."

Shimada also introduced Rokkasho residents in her film who argue that the nuclear facilities have
brought jobs and well-kept houses to the village, with a woman involved in the construction business
saying, "We are happy here. I wonder what will happen to us if these facilities are terminated."

"It is true that not a few people in Rokkasho think like that," Shimada said. "But I think it means the
village has depended on the money brought in exchange for hosting the nuclear fuel cycle facilities."

"The nuclear industry has attempted to win the residents over to its side with money so it can lay down
these unwanted facilities in this remote, small village," she said.
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Yukie Tanabe is another victim of the Fukushima disaster who appears in the documentary. She had to
evacuate from her home, located only 5 kilometers away from the crippled Fukushima Daiichi complex, to
Tokyo with her husband and their son amid fears over radiation exposure.

She gave birth to her second son as an evacuee and named him "Fuku," with their home Fukushima in
mind. The Chinese character "Fuku" means fortune or blessing.

Despite these hardships imposed on the public, moves to resuscitate the nuclear industry have started
emerging since the Liberal Democratic Party-led government was installed in December.

The antinuclear mayor of Tokaimura, Ibaraki Prefecture, Tatsuya Murakami, says in the movie, "People in
Japan had consumed massive energy, but they have changed since the Fukushima nuclear disaster. The
government, the nuclear industry, as well as business leaders, should be aware of it."

The village promoted itself as a "pioneer” of Japan's nuclear development, since the nation's first research
reactor achieved criticality there in 1957.

Shimada, who describes herself as a "nonprofessional person in filmmaking," said she was supported by
many people, including graduates from film school, in making the documentary.

A group was formed to support her project and collected around 3.5 million yen in donations to finance
the film, mostly from members of the public.

"I received larger-than-expected donations apparently because this project started shortly after the
nuclear crisis in Fukushima," she said. "And I'm impressed that many donors attached messages
expressing their expectations that this film will show them the reality of nuclear-hosting communities."

Shimada is described by influential antinuclear writer Satoshi Kamata as "one of the journalists who have
covered Rokkasho for a long period of time, kept thinking about it and been aware of its danger."

Nevertheless, she said, she was determined that the film would not simply loudly proclaim an antinuclear
message, but show a balanced view of life around nuclear facilities.
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The film will be screened at community halls and libraries in several cities, including Fukushima, as well
as at some universities. The support group is also hoping those interested will organize their own
screening opportunities.

The Great Nasuri-tsukeru Hoax

February 3, 2013

Citizens’ lack of resolve leaves nuclear door wide open for next disaster

by Roger Pulvers

Special To The Japan Times

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/02 /03 /commentary/citizens-lack-of-resolve-leaves-
nuclear-door-wide-open-for-next-disaster/#.UQ4mE_L1tEs

Second of two parts
Next month we will commemorate the second anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake and
tsunami, and the ongoing nuclear calamity that ensued. But the personal tragedies it has brought about
will remain on the conscience of the Japanese until those in business and government who are responsible
for the nuclear disaster own up to their negligence.

Much as after World War Il — when guilt was sublimated and liability evaded — the aftermath of the
explosions and meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant has seen a concerted campaign of
obfuscation and coverup by business leaders and government officials in what might be called “The Great
Nasuri-tsukeru Hoax,” with nasuri-tsukeru meaning “shifting the blame to others.”

One person who copped a good portion of that shifted blame is Naoto Kan, prime minister at the time.
However, with the publication of a book last year, he intends, in a very clear and logically formulated way,
to set the record straight. “My Thoughts as Prime Minister on the Tepco Fukushima Nuclear Plant
Accident” records blow-by-blow descriptions of events as they unfolded after the megaquake and tsunami
struck on March 11, 2011.

Kan immediately realized that the proposal by Masataka Shimizu, president of Tokyo Electric Power Co.
(Tepco), owners and operators of the plant, to withdraw its workers was an invitation to catastrophe.

He called Shimizu to the Prime Minister’s Residence on March 15, telling him, “There will be no
withdrawal.” Then he went to Tepco’s head office in Uchisaiwai-cho, a short drive from the Residence, to
explain that the headquarters for dealing with the reactors was, with government participation, going to
be established there. Tepco owned the plant; they must own the disaster.

“I don’t care how much money it takes,” he told Tepco officials, “Tepco has got to take it on. Withdrawal,
when the very existence of Japan is at stake, is out of the question. ... People 60 and over can go to the
plant. I'm resolved to go myself if necessary.”
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“Tepco’s way of dealing with things,” he writes in his book, “was to wait for something to happen and then
react. Their logistics weren’t functioning, particularly at the head office. Even some days after the accident
they still hadn’t been able to get batteries and necessary equipment to the plant.

“What is being called into question here,” he continues, “is not just technical issues or economic matters;
it is people’s way of life, their civilization. The nuclear accident is a calamity that arose due to a mistaken
choice made in the culture as a whole. Discontinuing nuclear power generation is not a technical problem:
It is something that depends ultimately on the wishes of the people.”

If this is true, then the wishes of the people as of February 2013 can be said to be “confused” at best.
Though opinion polls conducted since the accident have shown a distinct majority of Japanese in favor of
the methodical abandonment of nuclear power, a similarly distinct majority opted to vote in a government
last December that is openly dedicated to the resurrection of nuclear power generation.

Such conflicted majorities attest to a lack of resolve in the populace, a condition that is easily exploited by
powerful interests and a media who meekly follow their lead.

And yet Kan is forthright: “I personally experienced the nuclear accidents on and after March 11,” he
writes, “and I came to the conclusion that it is fundamentally unnatural for humans to exploit
nuclear reactions, and that nuclear energy threatens the existence of the human race.”

As for the issue of his alleged meddling into the affairs of a private company, Kan points out that this was
a “severe accident,” and that such a circumstance “comes, without a doubt, under the authority of the
prime minister to deal with.”

At 6:14 am. on March 12, 2011, he set out by helicopter from the roof of the Residence to visit and inspect
the stricken Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant. What he saw there “was like a wartime field hospital. ...
The corridors were filled with workers, some sleeping on the floor. Some men had blankets wrapped
around them, others were bare-chested. They all had the same vacant stare in their eyes.”

Neither Nuclear Safety Commission Chairman Haruki Madarame nor Sakae Muto, then Tepco’s executive
vice president in charge of nuclear issues, could answer his questions about the possibility of hydrogen
explosions or whether vents would be used to lessen their probability.

Imagine the result in the community — not to mention the world at large — if the prime minister had left
men like this totally in charge of a catastrophe about to happen. Would he not have been roundly
condemned, then and forever, for shirking the responsibilities of a head of state?

“It was Tepco that, by all rights, should have had the raw data ... but no matter who I asked, no one knew
who was making decisions, no one knew who was in charge. Everything was done in an atmosphere of
anonymity.”

Unlike an accident at a non-nuclear plant, where the fire eventually goes out and the damage is
geographically limited, when one occurs at a nuclear plant, writes Kan, “the damage gets worse with time.
... The half-life of plutonium is 24,000 years. ... Japan was being occupied by radiation. The enemy was not
attacking from the outside. Japan had given birth to its own mortal enemy. There was no escape.”

In the weeks and months following the accident, Kan became convinced that “there is no such thing as
safe nuclear energy. The risk of the state collapsing as a result of an accident is just too great.”

Before the accident, there had been a plan to increase the number of reactors by at least 14 by 2030. By
the end of March 2011, Kan had resolved to scrap this plan. Now, though, a new and energized pro-nuclear
government has announced that plans for new reactors will go ahead.

“In the last 30-odd years,” writes Kan, “wind power and solar power have been scorned as a nuisance by
the electric power companies; and, as a result, we have not been able to create developments in these
despite our advanced technological know-how. So we are now way behind European countries in this
field.
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“We should seize the opportunity given to us by the accident to rethink our basic energy plan from the
drawing board onward. I want to make natural forms of energy generation, such as those from the wind
and the sun, ‘the next generation’ of Japan’s basic energy sources.”

In June 2011, the prime minister spoke in front of a Diet committee on energy.

“Just being against nuclear energy may have some significance,” he said. “But if such a protest is not part
of a rethinking on energy strategies as a whole, we will just be left with a pie in the sky. I aim to link the
energy issue to the realization of a new paradigm, while pursuing the growth of the nation’s economy at
the same time.”

The paradigm of Prime Minister Kan is now buried in the contaminated soils of the northeastern Tohoku
region of Honshu, with the new guard standing watch, their backs to the past.

The lessons of March 11, 2011, will have to be learned for us by the next generation of Japanese. Let’s
hope time is on their side.

January 26, 2013

How Kan-do attitude averted the meltdown of Japan

by Roger Pulvers
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/01/26 /commentary/read-all-about-it-how-kan-do-
attitude-averted-the-meltdown-of-japan/#.UQ4mmvL1tEt

First Of Two Parts

Covering the catastrophic series of events that began with the magnitude 9, Great East Japan Earthquake
and the tsunami it triggered on March 11, 2011, it is one of the most revealing and insightful books
published in Japan in the past decade.

Seeing as it deals with the greatest crisis that this country has faced — and still faces every day — since
the end of World War II in 1945, this is also a work that begs to be translated into many languages.

Published in paperback by Gentosha in October last year, “Toden Fukushima Genpatsu Jiko Sori Toshite
Kangaeta Koto” (“My Thoughts as Prime Minister on the Tepco Fukushima Nuclear Plant Accident”), the
book is a highly revealing document of those events as witnessed and written by the person at the very
center of decision-making in Japan, the prime minister at the time, Naoto Kan.

The first word of the title — Toden, the Japanese abbreviation of Tokyo Electric Power Co., or Tepco, the
company that owns and operates the ill-fated plant — makes it clear that ex-Prime Minister Kan believes
Tepco to be at the root of the accident and the concomitant damage it continues to cause as well.

As the true nature of the disaster unfolded in the weeks and months following the earthquake and
tsunami, Kan came to see that no one would be safe in Japan until all of the country’s nuclear plants were
shut down and decommissioned. How and why he came to this conclusion is the paramount theme of this
book.

“It is not for politicians to judge the value of their work and actions as politicians,” he writes in the book’s
foreword. “I have no course but to trust that judgment to history.”

He goes on to speak of the catastrophe that befell the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in the U.S.S.R.
(present-day Ukraine) in April 1986, having studied its aftermath in the accident reports. “But [ hadn’t
dreamt such a thing could occur in Japan,” he admits.

186


http://www.japantimes.co.jp/author/int-roger_pulvers/
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/01/26/commentary/read-all-about-it-how-kan-do-attitude-averted-the-meltdown-of-japan/#.UQ4mmvL1tEt
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/01/26/commentary/read-all-about-it-how-kan-do-attitude-averted-the-meltdown-of-japan/#.UQ4mmvL1tEt

In fact, the greatest lesson — and one that, it seems, has not been thoroughly learned — is that no one had
dreamt of the possibility of such an occurrence in this country. That was not part of the problem: That
was, and still is, the problem.

Kan, a graduate of the applied physics department at Tokyo Institute of Technology, was, from the
standpoint of prior scientific knowledge, the right person in the right place at that terrible time.

“When I heard that the plant had lost all electricity after the earthquake and tsunami, and that the ability
to cool down the reactors had been lost, I felt my face freeze in shock. I knew that what followed was
meltdowns.”

It wasn’t hard to make calculations on the scale of the potential disaster. Add to the six reactors and seven
pools for spent fuel rods at the No. 1 plant the four reactors and four pools at the nearby No. 2 plant and
you get a potentially lethal radiation spill of tens of times the amount emitted at Chernobyl.

“The Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency is responsible for dealing with nuclear accidents,” writes Kan,
“and yet they could give me nothing in the way of explanation or an estimation of what might transpire. ...
So I had no choice but to establish a system in the Prime Minister’s Official Residence at a very early stage
to gather information.”

Then, in the early hours of March 15, Kan was told of Tepco’s intention to abandon the site of the accident.

“The first week after the accident was a nightmare,” he writes.

“The consequences kept escalating. At 8 p.m. the first night, Reactor No. 1 experienced a meltdown. ... The
next afternoon, a hydrogen explosion occurred there. Reactor No. 3 went into meltdown on the 13th, and
on the 14th it too had a hydrogen explosion.

“I was at Tepco headquarters at 6 a.m. on the 15th when it was reported that a loud boom had been heard
coming from Reactor No. 2; and at roughly the same time, Reactor No. 4 experienced a meltdown. ... I
began to think that we might be facing the worst-case scenario.”

The worst-case scenario that haunted the prime minister was a domino effect of meltdowns inside
reactors and fuel-rod pools as repair and maintenance became progressively too dangerous to undertake.
The nightmare’s terrorizing eventuality was the evacuation of millions of people from the greater Tokyo
zone and the relocation of the organs of government.

Tepco officials have subsequently denied that they were preparing to abandon the stricken plant,
admitting only to planning a partial retreat from its most critically affected areas. With the powerful pro-
nuclear lobby in business and government behind them, their spin on the story — including “meddling” by
the prime minister which, they suggest, stymied necessary action — has gained some credence in the
media.

This befuddling story is a key strategic element in the nuclear industry’s relentless campaign to blur
responsibility and to re-legitimize nuclear-power generation in these seismically active islands.

Yet the record is unequivocal: Tepco found itself unable to control events as they took one turn after
another for the worse; and had the prime minister not intervened to consolidate decision-making and
expedite emergency measures, a pall of radiation may very well have descended over the entire Kanto
region, where the capital is located.

Kan takes up the narrative: “It was at 3 a.m. when Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry Banri Kaeda
came to the Residence with the news that Masataka Shimizu, president of Tepco, had put in a request to
withdraw from the nuclear plant site.

“If I (had let this happen), 50 million people would have to be evacuated within a few weeks. ... The very
announcement to evacuate would result in mass panic.”
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He goes into great detail regarding the simulation of the nightmare scenario, explaining that it was to
prevent — at all costs — it becoming all too real that he took personal charge of the management of the
disaster.

In Japanese it isn’t the “buck” that goes around, stopping in front of the person who must take
responsibility; it's the washtub (tarai). Kan grabbed it, contaminated water and all, as it was being passed
around and around by Tepco officials. But as for those officials, it serves their purposes, both past, present
and future, to perpetrate a notion that the prime minister was the one who continued to dirty the water.

Even now, nearly two years after the fatal calamity, there is a conspiracy of silence among supporters of
nuclear power in this country, with the present prime minister, Shinzo Abe, a staunch nuclear-power
advocate, acting as Whisperer-in-Chief.

Kan'’s perspective is, however, both wide and on the money.

“This was an enemy created by the Japanese themselves, that a major nuclear accident will not occur,” he
writes.

“This was a premise established throughout Japanese society, a premise that allowed 54 reactors to be
built. The law, the entire system of government, politics, economics, even the culture was acting under this
set premise.

“Its conclusion was that we don’t need to prepare for such a thing. It was this attitude thatled to a
situation in which no one was able to deal with an accident that could occur.”

The aftermath of Tepco’s accident is still very much with us, and will continue to be until the entire truth
of what happened in Fukushima in 2011 is recognized by the people in power in Japan today. It is this
aftermath that will be the topic of next week’s Counterpoint.

Michale Boganim's shattering new film

February 8, 2013

How to cope when home is where the radiation is?

by Kaori Shoji
Special To The Japan Times

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2013/02/08/films/how-to-cope-when-home-is-where-the-
radiation-is/#.URVw5fL1tEs

When she hears the phrase “a sense of home,” filmmaker Michale Boganim always endures a wave of
sadness. “Home can mean a whole lot of things, but to me it has connotations of displacement and loss,”
she tells The Japan Times. “I come from a family that was always moving around, and even as we were
moving, I'd be wondering what a real home was, and about laying down roots. It’s a theme I'll always be
exploring.”
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Just as Boganim’s last film, the 2004 documentary “Odessa ... Odessal,” had been about Jewish
communities and their values becoming obsolete, her latest, “Land of Oblivion,” is about an entire region
shutting down, gathering dust and sinking into decay. It’s also a memorial testament to life in Pripyat,
drenched in golden sunshine with a lush forest spreading right into the horizon and people going about
their normal existences, before the disaster at Chernobyl changed that picture forever and the word
“meltdown” became part of the global vocabulary.

When Boganim started the project, 3/11 had not yet happened, and she was aware that “most people in
the world didn’t even know where Chernobyl is located on the map.” But her mother was from Ukraine,
and Boganim was familiar with Pripyat, host town to the nuclear plant. “I wanted to show what Pripyat is
like (now), which is a real ghost town. Otherwise no one will know what happened, or even care.”

According to Boganim, countries formerly under the Soviet flag had a “let’s forget” mentality. “Ukraine is
especially like that,” she says. “The whole country is in denial about Chernobyl, mainly because they don’t
want to deal with what happened during Soviet times. It’s still a fresh country that wants to look forward,
not back into a dark past. And they want to believe they’re not responsible for Chernobyl. I can
understand all that so well.

“You know, a long time ago a film critic asked me why the Ukrainians never made a film about the tragedy
and I was like, ‘Well, it's never that simple, especially because it happened in the Soviet Era.’ People who
say things like that have never had to deal with the stigma of history, or seen an entire region cut off from
existence. They just have no idea.”

This is precisely why Boganim was impressed by the way the Japanese handled their own nuclear
tragedy: “Just like Chernobyl, Fukushima has become a global household word. But the Japanese already
have that cycle of disaster and recovery, because they have Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I got the feeling that
as a nation, Japan wants to pull through this thing together.

“Of course, there were a lot of coverups and withholding information. I can see that there is a lot of
anxiety. But at least it’s not like Chernobyl, where the people were told nothing — zero! — and for years
and years they lived in constant fear and worry.”

Much of Boganim’s own childhood was spent moving from one city to another. “I longed for a sense of
permanence, and belonging. But when the nuclear disaster happened in Chernobyl, [ understood that my
own personal loneliness was absolutely nothing compared to what the residents in there were going
through.

“The same thing of course, happened in Fukushima. I was in the process of editing the film during 3/11
and it was strange and very, very terrible to see the exact same things happening all over again. It was a
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triple-fold experience — the TV footage | remembered seeing when Chernobyl happened, this film and
then Fukushima.”

For the people of Ukraine, explains Boganim, Chernobyl symbolized the fate of the Soviet Union. “First the
disaster, and then the collapse of the USSR. I know many Ukrainians feel that they paid for their
independence with that disaster. I'd be very curious to know how people in Fukushima feel. Was there a

payoff?”

Still, Boganim knows that nothing can compensate for having to leave home, and for having your
homeland contaminated forever. “In the film, I identify with Anya,” she says. “She’s stuck in the pre-
Chernobyl days, when she was happy in her own little world and had a strong sense of home and
belonging. She can’t leave now, because somehow she believes there’s a chance she’ll have that again.

“I wanted to draw on that emotion, just as much as [ wanted to draw on the destructive powers of a
nuclear disaster. Its poison is invisible. And it will destroy everything for generations to come.”

Kei Shimada on the experiences of nuclear communities

February 13, 2013

Filmmaker focuses on lives near nuke sites

by Keiji Hirano

Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/02/13/national/filmmaker-focuses-on-lives-near-nuke-
sites/#.URpsaPL1tEs

A documentary that recently began screening chronicles the experiences of Japanese communities
hosting nuclear facilities and the high price paid by some of them because of the March 2011 Fukushima
meltdown disaster, including farmers and fishermen unable to market their produce because of

radioactive contamination.

“I' hope I can show that we can’t coexist with nuclear power and it is the duty of each of us to make a
choice about energy in the future,” said Kei Shimada, director of “Fukushima, Rokkasho and Message to
the Future.” Its first screening took place Saturday in Tokyo.
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Shimada, originally a Tokyo-based freelance photographer, started covering nuclear issues in the wake of
the 1986 Chernobyl disaster in Ukraine and eventually settled in Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture, the site of
a nuclear fuel cycle complex.

“I wanted to follow the development of the nuclear fuel cycle project on the spot and be close to those
living there,” Shimada, 53, said.

Her 12 years living in the village through 2002 resulted in two photo books, one of which won a
journalistic award. She was about to start shooting her first movie about Rokkasho when the Great East
Japan Earthquake and tsunami of March 11, 2011, led to Japan’s own nuclear disaster at the Fukushima
No. 1 power plant operated by Tokyo Electric Power Co.

The enormity of the calamity prompted her to change her original plans and turn her attention to those
living in Fukushima in addition to residents of Rokkasho.

One of the people in the documentary is Kazuo Nakamura, a 14th-generation farmer in Koriyama,
Fukushima Prefecture, who has had to keep his harvested rice in a storehouse as consumers nationwide
shun Fukushima rice after radioactive materials turned up in samples.

Joining an antinuclear demonstration in Tokyo as well as drawing attention to his plight at civic meetings,
Nakamura said he is determined to maintain his way of life despite the hardships.

“I will continue farming even if [ have to abandon my crops,” he said. “And now I believe it is our duty” to
get rid of nuclear facilities, he added, because they “will definitely cause harmful effects to our
descendents.”

In Rokkasho, Eisaku Takiguchi continues to catch Pacific cod with his son despite cesium contamination
in order to document the catches he could have made. Their silent chagrin is evident as they are shown
throwing the fish back into the ocean from their vessel.

Takiguchi, as a young fisherman, led a protest movement against the construction of the nuclear fuel cycle
facilities. Decades later, he now says: “I'm still proud of our campaign. I can walk the street with my head
held high.”

Shimada became acquainted with him while living in Rokkasho. “I have been impressed with him as
someone who stood up against a big power.”
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Takiguchi’s son, Kenji, meanwhile, indicates concerns over his future as a fisherman in the village. “I've
never done anything (other than fish). I would quit this job if I could do something else.”

Shimada included in her film Rokkasho residents who argue that the nuclear facilities have brought jobs
and relative prosperity to the village, with a woman involved in the construction business saying: “We are
happy here. [ wonder what will happen to us if these facilities are terminated.”

“It is true that not a few people in Rokkasho think like that,” Shimada said. “But I think it means the village
has depended on the money brought in exchange for hosting the nuclear fuel cycle facilities.

“The nuclear industry has attempted to win the residents over to its side with money so it can build these
unwanted facilities in this remote, small village,” she said.

Yukie Tanabe is another victim of the Fukushima disaster who appears in the documentary.

She had to evacuate from her home, only 5 km from the crippled Tepco complex, to Tokyo with her
husband and their son.

As an evacuee, she gave birth to her second son and named him Fuku after her family’s home prefecture
of Fukushima. The kanji for “fuku” means fortune or blessing.

Despite various hardships imposed on the public, moves to resuscitate the nuclear industry have began
emerging since the Liberal Democratic Party-led government was installed in December.

Tatsuya Murakami, the staunch antinuclear mayor of Tokai, Ibaraki Prefecture, says in the movie: “People
in Japan consumed massive amounts of energy, but they have changed since the Fukushima nuclear
disaster. The government, the nuclear industry, as well as business leaders, should be aware of it.”

The village promoted itself as a “pioneer” in Japan’s nuclear development after the nation’s first research
reactor achieved criticality there in 1957.

Shimada, who describes herself as a “nonprofessional in filmmaking,” said she was supported by many
people, including graduates from a film school, during the course of making the documentary.

A group was formed to support her project and it collected around ¥3.5 million to finance the film.
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“I received more donations than expected, apparently because this project started shortly after the
nuclear crisis in Fukushima,” she said. “And I'm impressed that many donors attached messages
expressing their expectations that this film will show the reality communities hosting nuclear facilities.”

US Symposium on medical effects of Fukushima disaster

Medical and Ecological Consequences of the Fukushima Nuclear Accident
http://www.beyondnuclear.org/radiation-health-whats-new/2013/1/30/beyond-nuclear-featured-at-
medical-and-ecological-consequenc.html

FUKUSHIMA TWO YEARS LATER:

Global symposium to address mounting medical & ecological consequences

March 11-12 - New York Academy of Medicine

[New York - January 24, 2013] Two years after the March 11, 2011 triple meltdown

at Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear complex, new research and new information continues to come to
light about its continuing bio-medical and ecological consequences, how they compare with Chernobyl,
and what they indicate about the impact of nuclear power on public health, safety, and the environment.

A unique public symposium, “The Medical and Ecological Consequences of the Fukushima Nuclear
Accident,” will be held on March 11-12 at the New York Academy of Medicine to explore the latest data
and its implications. A project of The Helen Caldicott Foundation, the symposium is being co-sponsored
by Physicians for Social Responsibility.

The Japanese Prime Minister during the Fukushima crisis, Naoto Kan, will open the symposium with a
special videotaped message. He will be followed by another video message fom Hiroaki Koide, Master of
Nuclear Engineering, Kyoto University Research Reactor Institute (KURRI), Specialist of Radiaiton Safety
and Control.

Then an international group of some of the world’s leading experts - including several from Japan and the
U.S. - in radiation biology, embryology, epidemiology, oceanography, nuclear engineering, and nuclear
policy will make presentations and participate in panel discussions. Among them are Dr.

Ken Buesseler of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute; Dr. Hisaku Sakiyama, a member of the
Japanese Diet’s Fukushima Accident Independent Investigative Commission; Dr. Alexey Yablokov of the
Russian Academy of Sciences; and many others (see below for a list of presenters).

Much of the information and analysis that the participants will present is new. All of it is highly
relevant to the current debate about the future of nuclear power in Japan, the U.S. and globally.
“The Fukushima crisis is actually an issue of global public health,” said Dr. Helen Caldicott, the
symposium’s organizer. “As a physician, ['ve been distressed about the lack of general understanding of
the medical science that should be part of any discussion of nuclear power, but isn’t. For example, cancers
in humans take from five to seventy years to develop after radiation exposure, so it takes time to actually
see the effects in populations,” she said. “But we are already observing a demonstrable increased
incidence of thyroid abnormalities in children in the Fukushima Prefecture. This may be an early indicator
of an eventual increased incidence of thyroid cancers. Further, plumes of radioactivity from Fukushima
are currently migrating in the Pacific Ocean towards the West Coast of the U.S.”

“This crisis is far from over. Large radioactive releases into the ocean continue, and thousands of tons of
radioactive waste are set to be incinerated in cities throughout Japan. And worst of all, Fukushima
Daiichi’s building #4, which holds 100 tons of highly radioactive spent fuel, was seriously damaged during
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the earthquake and could collapse in another large quake. This would cause the fuel pool to burn,
releasing even more massive amounts of radiation. All of these have profound medical and public health
implications.”

Confirmed speakers at the symposium include:

- Dr. Herbert Abrams, Emeritus Professor Radiology, Stanford University, Member of Biological Effects
of Ionizing Radiation Committee, National Academy of Sciences (BEIR VII), presenting on "The Hazards of
Low-level Ionizing Radiation: Controversy and Evidence."

- Robert Alvarez, former U.S. Department of Energy Senior Policy Advisor, now Senior Scholar, Institute
for Policy Studies, presenting on “Management of Spent Fuel Pools and Radioactive Waste”

- Dr. David Brenner, Higgins Professor of Radiation Physics, College of Physicians and Surgeons,
Columbia University, presenting on “Mechanistic Models for Effects of lonizing Radiation on Living
Systems”

- Dr. Ken Buesseler, Marine Scientist, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, presenting on “Radionuclides
in Ocean, Fish and the Seafloor”

- Dr. Ian Fairlie, independent consultant on radiation risks, former Secretary to UK Government’s
Committee Examining the Radiation Risks of Internal Emitter, presenting on “The Nuclear Disaster at
Fukushima: Nuclide Source Terms and Initial Health Effects”

- Cindy Folkers, Beyond Nuclear, presenting on “Post-Fukushima Food Monitoring in the USA”

- David Freeman, engineer and attorney, former Chairman, Tennessee Valley Authority and Science
Advisor to former President Jimmy Carter, presenting on “My Experience with Nuclear Power”

- Arnie Gundersen, Nuclear Engineer, Fairewinds Associates, which consults on U.S. nuclear safety,
presenting on “What Did They Know and When Did They Know [t?”

- Kevin Kamps, Beyond Nuclear, Specialist in High Level Waste Management and Transportation,
presenting on “Seventy Years of Radioactive Risks in Japan and America”

- David Lochbaum, Union of Concerned Scientists, presenting on “Another Unsurprising Surprise”

- Dr. Donald Louria, Chairman Emeritus of the Department of Preventive Medicine and Community
Health of the University of Medicine and Dentistry, New Jersey, will chair the symposium.

- Joe Mangano, Executive Director, Radiation and Public Health Project, presenting on “Post-Fukushima
Increases in Newborn Hypothyroidism on the West Cost of USA”

- AKkio Matsumura, Founder of Global Forum for Parliamentary Leaders on Global Survival, presenting on
“What did the World Learn from the Fukushima Accident?”

- Dr. Tim Mousseau, Professor of Biological Sciences, University of South Carolina, presenting on
“Chernobyl, Fukushima and other Hot Places: Biological Consequences”

- Dr. Marek Niedziela, Professor of Pediatrics, Poznan University of Medical Sciences, Poland, presenting
on “Thyroid Pathology in Children with Particular Reference to Chernobyl and Fukushima”

- Mary Olson, Nuclear Information Resource Service, presenting on “Gender Matters in the Nuclear Age”
- Dr. Hisako Sakiyama, Doctor of Medicine, former Senior Researcher at National Institute Radiological
Sciences, Japan, member of Fukushima Accident Independent Investigative Commission, presenting on
“Risk Assessment of Low Dose Radiation in Japan: What Became Clear to the National Diet of Japan’s
Fukushima Investigation Commission”

- Steven Starr, Senior Scientist, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Clinical Laboratory Science Program
Director, University of Missouri, presenting on “The Implications of the Massive Contamination of Japan
with Radioactive Cesium”
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- Dr. Wladimir Wertelecki, former Chairman Department of Medical Genetics and Birth Defects
Department at the University of South Alabama, presenting on “Congenital Malformations in Rivne,
Polossia associated with the Chernobyl Accident”

- Dr. Steve Wing, Associate Professor of Epidemiology, Gillings School of Global Public Health, University
of North Carolina, presenting on “Epidemiological Studies of Radiation Releases from Nuclear Facilities:
Lessons from Past and Present”

- Dr. Alexey Yablokov, Russian Academy of Sciences, presenting on “Lessons from Chernobyl”

“The Medical and Ecological Consequences of the Fukushima Nuclear Accident” symposium will be held
March 11 - 12 at the New York Academy of Medicine, located at the corner of Fifth Avenue and 103rd
Street, beginning at 9am on March 11. The symposium program is posted

at www.helencaldicottfoundation.org. Members of the public can obtain information and register for the
event online at http://www.helencaldicottfoundation.org/symposium.html

NOTE TO JOURNALISTS AND BLOGGERS: Members of the media are invited to attend all or part of the
symposium free of charge. Please see the symposium agenda
(http://www.helencaldicottfoundation.org/symposium.html, bottom of the page) for dates and times of
specific presentations and panels. Dr. Caldicott and other symposium presenters are available for
advance or side interviews on request. To arrange an interview, contact
Josh Baran, jcbaran@gmail.com, 917-797-1799 or Stephen Kent, skent@kentcom.com, 914-589-

5988 (members of the working media only please).

The first session of the symposium on Monday morning is highly recommended. For media, when
you RSVP, please state in your email if you will be attending the entire symposium, individual days
or individual sessions. Thanks.

About The Helen Caldicott Foundation

The goal of The Helen Caldicott Foundation is far-reaching public education about the often underestimated
and poorly understood medical hazards of nuclear weapons and nuclear power.

About Physicians for Social Responsibility

PSR is the largest physician-led organization in the U.S. working to prevent nuclear war and proliferation
and to slow, stop and reverse global warming and toxic degradation of the environment.

Media Contacts: Josh Baran, jcbaran@gmail.com - 917-797-1799 and Stephen

Kent, skent@kentcom.com - 914-589-5988

Fuskushima LDP chapters opposed to restart

February 16, 2013

Fukushima official angrily bolts meeting when restart of nuke plants
mentioned

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201302160056
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THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

A Fukushima prefectural assembly chairman stormed out of a Liberal Democratic Party meeting on Feb.
15 after the discussion turned toward the possible restart of idle nuclear reactors in Japan.

"I am walking out if the government plans to restart (nuclear power plants) without acting responsibly in
dealing with the (Fukushima) accident,” said Kenji Saito at an LDP Research Commission on Oil, Resources
and Energy meeting in Tokyo to exchange views on energy policy. "I cannot possibly join such a
discussion."

The meeting was attended by assembly chairs from 13 prefectures that host nuclear power plants.

After the chairman of the Shizuoka prefectural assembly asked the commission how the government will
cope with the idle Hamaoka nuclear power plant, his Hokkaido counterpart told the commission, "l want
you to promptly decide on procedures for the restart and let us know (the results)."

Yoshiaki Harada, commission member and former bureaucrat with the predecessor of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry responded: "Sticking to the policy of never restarting any of the reactors
would mislead the nation's future.”

That comment prompted Saito to walk out of the meeting.

"All the Fukushima chapter members (of the LDP) are opposed to any restarts,” he angrily told reporters
afterward. "I cannot stand to be part of such a meeting."

Unswayed, the meeting continued on without him.

"We want to eventually restart some of the reactors," said Hiroyuki Hosoda, the LDP's executive acting
secretary-general. "I understand the Fukushima representative cannot respond to the issue in a
constructive manner."

196



Against Ohma plant

February 19, 2013
Local communities oppose Ohma plant construction
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20130219_28.html

Municipalities on the northernmost island of Hokkaido have asked the Japanese government to halt
indefinitely the construction of a nuclear plant in neighboring Aomori Prefecture.

The heads of Hakodate and 5 other cities submitted the request to State Minister of Economy, Trade and
Industry, Kazuyoshi Akaba, on Tuesday.

Electric Power Development Company, or J-Power, is building the nuclear facility in Ohma Town in
Aomori. Hakodate is located only 23 kilometers from the plant across the Tsugaru Strait on the main
island of Honshu.

Hakodate Mayor Toshiki Kudo said there's no need to push the plant construction forward, given the
policy agreement between the ruling Liberal Democratic Party and its coalition New Komeito Party.

The agreement calls for reductions in the country's dependence on nuclear power as much as possible.

The mayor also said concerns are growing among Hakodate residents over the safety of the Ohma plant
because of its location just across the strait.

The city is considering filing a lawsuit demanding the plant construction be stopped.

Sketches of Chernobyl people in Tokyo

February 20, 2013

Sketches depicting Chernobyl aftermath on display in Tokyo
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Hiroshi Kaihara

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20130219p2a00m0na011000c.html

An exhibition of sketches by a late Japanese artist who strived to depict people affected by the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster is under way in Tokyo's Shinjuku Ward.

The exhibition, featuring sketches by Japanese artist Hiroshi Kaihara, who died in 2005 at the age of 57,
was arranged by former members of the Shinjuku ward liaison council for after-school daycare.
Organizers hope the exhibition will encourage people to think about the problems relating to nuclear
power in the wake of the disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant.
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A work by Hiroshi Kaihara depicting people of Belarus. (Image courtesy of Kaihara Hiroshi no Shigoto no
Kai)

After the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in 1986, Kaihara repeatedly visited Belarus and Ukraine and
depicted the lives of farmers in watercolors and ink, paying attention to the suffering they had endured
through radioactive pollution of their land. His works have been compiled into an anthology.

The exhibition, now under way at Eco Gallery Shinjuku in Shinjuku Ward, is titled "Fukushima o Omou
Kazashimo no Mura" (Reflecting on Fukushima: Leeward villages). It features about 20 works by Kaihara.
Also on display are photographs by photojournalist Takashi Morizumi showing areas affected by the
Fukushima nuclear disaster, including the Fukushima Prefecture village of Iitate.

Entry to the exhibition, which runs through Feb. 20, is free.

Related links:

Kazashimo no Mura: http://kazashimo.org/

Eco Gallery Shinjuku: http://www.shinjuku-ecocenter.jp/facilities /access.html

Matashichi Oishi, contaminated 60 years ago

March 2, 2013

Former crew member of ship exposed to radiation speaks against nukes
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Matashichi Oishi speaks at an anti-nuke gathering in Yaizu, Shizuoka Prefecture, on March 1. (Mainichi)
http://mainichi.jp/english/english /newsselect/news/20130302p2a00m0na007000c.html

YAIZU, Shizuoka -- A former crew member of a ship exposed to radiation by a nuclear test spoke out
against nuclear energy at a gathering here on March 1, adding his criticism of the government.

Matashichi Oishi, 79, was a crew member on the fishing ship "Dai-go (No. 5) Fukuryu Maru," which was
affected by radiation from a United States hydrogen bomb test at the Bikini Atoll 60 years ago. The March
1 gathering was held to remember the events of that day.

Oishi spoke with some lingering effects from a cerebral hemorrhage that occurred in April last year. In his
speech, he mentioned the nuclear disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant, and said, "We
must be vigilant. As a person exposed to radiation, [ want to pass on how frightening nuclear energy is."
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"The government made the nuclear plants, and after the nuclear disaster repeatedly said there was
nothing to worry about. We ourselves must study more," he added

Only 2 anti-nukes left on revised energy panel

March 3, 2013

Streamlined energy panel has fewer anti-nuke advocates
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201303020038

By MARI FUJISAKI/ Staff Writer

Only two anti-nuclear advocates remain on the pared-down panel of experts tasked with compiling
Japan's new basic energy policy, making a dramatic shift away from nuclear power unlikely.

The number of panel members has been reduced from 25 to 15, with several anti-nuclear advocates being
passed over for reappointment. The panel was set up when the Democratic Party of Japan was in power,
and one-third of panel members were opposed to nuclear energy.

The new lineup of members was announced by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry on March 1.
The panel is expected to make its recommendations for a new basic energy policy by the end of the year.
Akio Mimura, an adviser to Nippon Steel and Sumitomo Metal Corp., will continue to serve as chairman of
the panel.

Although 10 members from the last panel were reappointed, a number of anti-nuclear advocates were
sidelined, including Tetsunari lida, executive director of the nonprofit Institute for Sustainable Energy
Policies, and Junko Edahiro, an environmental journalist.

The only nuclear energy opponents left on the panel are Kazuhiro Ueta, an economics professor at Kyoto
University, and Kikuko Tatsumi, a consumer affairs adviser.

New members to the panel include Issei Nishikawa, governor of Fukui Prefecture, which has 13 nuclear
reactors in its jurisdiction, the largest number in Japan, and Toshiyuki Shiga, chief operating officer of
Nissan Motor Co.

When the DP] was still in power, eight of the 25 panel members were opposed to continued dependence
on nuclear energy. However, discussions have not been held since November because Mimura said the DP]
government's stance of decommissioning all nuclear reactors by the 2030s was too vague.

At a March 1 news conference, Toshimitsu Motegi, the industry minister, said: "We are not hoping for a
clear demarcation into two camps during discussions on individual issues. We are hoping that a
comprehensive policy direction can be reached centered on specialization in each field."

He also added that no conclusion had been reached on whether a long-term ratio of dependence on
nuclear energy would be included in the new basic energy policy.

A new film on Fukushima

March 4, 2013
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Weekly anti-nuclear protests losing steam after change in government
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201303070069

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN
Interest is fading in the weekly anti-nuclear protests near the prime minister's office that once attracted
thousands of people and pressed the government to adopt a policy of phasing out nuclear power in Japan.

On March 1, only 200 to 300 people joined the protest outside the Diet building in central Tokyo.

Despite the decreasing number of protesters, illustrator Misao Redwolf, one of the main organizers of the
rallies held every Friday, said they must continue delivering their message to the government, which is
now led by the pro-nuclear Liberal Democratic Party.

“We’d like to remind people at the center of government that there is something we should never forget,”
Redwolf said. “However, it is true that it is becoming difficult for everyone to continue to be interested in
the nuclear issue two years after the accident. | am most worried about public interest fading away over
time.”

The protests started about a year after the disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant on March
11,2011.

The protest size peaked in the summer last year, when reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear
power plant in Fukui Prefecture were restarted. Several tens of thousands of people, including parents
with children, homemakers, students, senior citizens and employees on their way back from work,
crowded the area around the government buildings.

“No restarts,” they shouted. “Don’t bring nuclear power plants back online.”

Public opposition toward nuclear power prompted the previous administration of the Democratic Party
of Japan to adopt an energy policy to halt operations of nuclear power plants by the 2030s.

According to the DPJ government's "deliberative poll" conducted last summer, nearly half of the
respondents supported a nuclear phaseout by 2030. The government also received opinions by fax and
other means, in which almost 90 percent backed a no-nuclear policy.

The DP] administration initially assumed that nuclear power would still account for 15 percent of Japan’s
electricity supply in 2030.

However, the LDP trounced the DP] in the Lower House election on Dec. 16.

The administration of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has promised to bring back the policy to promote
nuclear energy that the LDP pursued before it was ousted from power four years ago.

“We will have nuclear power reactors restarted when they are confirmed to be safe,” Abe told an Upper
House plenary session on March 6. "We will review from scratch the previous administration's policy to
enable halting the operations of all nuclear power plants by the 2030s.”

March 6, 2013

Source : The Japan Times
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/03 /06 /national/weekly-rallies-keeping-antinuclear-
movement-alive-after-ldps-return/#.UTcEwVex2Sp
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WeeKkly rallies keeping antinuclear movement alive after LDP’s return

by Morichika Nakamoto
Kyodo
The weekly antinuclear power rallies are still being staged outside the prime minister’s office, as
evidenced by a gathering of some 3,000 people one recent cold February evening, but the crowds are
getting smaller.

Part of this decline may be because two years have passed since the Fukushima nuclear disaster started.
Another factor may be that the Liberal Democratic Party — the very promoter of nuclear energy over the
past half-century — returned to power at the end of last year.

The demonstrations, organized by the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, a body made up of 13
groups as well as individual members, have been held every Friday in Nagata-cho since late last March,
when the Democratic Party of Japan was in power and seemed receptive to calls to end nuclear power.

The movement that originally attracted 300 people grew drastically to draw some 200,000 participants of
all ages within three months as the DPJ-led government moved toward restarting two reactors at the Oi
nuclear plant in Fukui Prefecture, coalition members said.

The reactors were eventually restarted in July and are currently the only ones running among 50
commercial reactors whose operations were suspended amid safety concerns in light of the Fukushima
No. 1 nuclear plant meltdowns.

Although the protests failed to prevent the restart of the Oi reactors, Takako Tohara, a coalition member
in charge of public relations, said she felt the movement was being heard when group members managed
to hold direct talks in August with then-DP] Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda.

“It made us realize the impact of our action,” Tohara said. “Mr. Noda’s mentioning phasing out nuclear
reactors by the 2030s was a testament.”

In September, Noda’s government worked out a new energy strategy that included phasing out nuclear
power by the 2030s. But the LDP, which trounced the DP] in December’s Lower House election and
returned to rule after three years in opposition, plans to rethink the energy plan.

LDP Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said in his policy speech to the Diet in late February that idled reactors
will be restarted once their safety has been confirmed in order to ensure stable electricity supply and

reduce energy costs. His remarks came despite public safety concerns, but amid calls from industries

threatening to relocate if they cannot have access to cheap electricity, such as that from reactors.

Misao Redwolf, spokesman for the antinuclear coalition, said the current voting system for national
elections fails to reflect public sentiment, as less than a quarter of the entire voting population cast
ballots for the LDP in December’s general election but that still gave the party a majority in the Lower

House.

In terms of the number of votes in the single-seat constituencies, the LDP garnered less than it did during
the previous general election in 2009, when it lost to the DP]J.

“Ballots were cast to oust the DPJ rather than in support of the LDP, so it does not mean the number of
antinuclear citizens dropped,” Redwolf said.

At an iconic site of the antinuclear movement, about a 10-minute walk from the prime minister’s office,

Miyoko Watanabe, who had to evacuate from her home due to the nuclear disaster, spoke in front of a

camera about the time Fukushima No. 1 started operating in the early 1970s.

“Everyone was happy with the good income source in the poor rural area, saying it is clean energy and
there was no need to fear radiation. No one could raise their voice then,” Watanabe, 73, who still lives in

Fukushima Prefecture, said at “Tent Square,” a makeshift gathering place set up by activists just outside
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the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry on Sept. 11, 2011, exactly six months after the megadisaster
triggered the nuclear crisis.

Last September, activists there began airing live programs every Friday afternoon on the online Ustream
channel, sending out messages including the voices of people from Fukushima Prefecture, where more
than 150,000 residents still cannot return home.

During one such session, Yasunari Fujimoto of the Japan Congress Against A- and H-Bombs noted that
nuclear power proponents who fomented concerns over winter and summer electricity supply shortages
last year amid the suspension of most reactors are now warning that the lack of nuclear power will cause
rises in electricity prices.

“It costs more to promote nuclear power than to develop renewable energy. We have to keep people
informed of these facts,” he said.

When the tent city was launched, about 1,000 people, many in their 20s and 30s, gathered daily from
around the country to express their objections to METI’s efforts to restart nuclear plants without
thorough investigations into why Fukushima No. 1 occurred. Some waged 10-day hunger strikes.

“The movement served as a catalyst for young people to take action back home,” said Takehiko Yagi, a
spokesman for Tent Square.

Some of the original participants staged sit-ins at the Oi plant last July to try to prevent the reactor
restarts. Others continue to confront other issues, including the disposal of radiation-contaminated debris
that is being carried out in various parts of Japan.

Antinukes rally in Tokyo

March 11,2013

Two years after disaster, anti-nuke rallies in Tokyo still draw huge crowds
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201303110022

March 11, 2013
THE ASAHI SHIMBUN AND WIRE REPORTS
Galvanized on the eve of the second anniversary of an earthquake and tsunami that triggered the world's
worst nuclear disaster in 25 years, protesters turned out in full force in the Japanese capital on March 9
and 10, calling on the government to shun nuclear power.

On March 10, an estimated 40,000 protesters demonstrated around Tokyo, including in front of the Prime
Minister's Official Residence, ministry offices and Hibiya Park.

"It's becoming more and more important for us to protest. [ do this for my children, we can't leave the
mess of nuclear power behind to them," said a 32-year-old mother of two marching in front of the offices
of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, chanting "Stop nuclear! Protect our children!"

"People and the media are starting to forget Fukushima and what happened there," said the woman.
Japan is still coming to terms with the disaster that ravaged its northeastern region on March 11, 2011--
the earthquake and tsunami killed more than 15,000 people. Several thousand people are still
unaccounted for. The disaster triggered a meltdown at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s Fukushima No. 1
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nuclear power plant, which forced 160,000 people from their homes, and many of them will never return.
It also sparked an unprecedented protest movement against nuclear power.

Protesters throng Tokyo parks on national holidays and outside the Diet building every Friday evening,
drawing people previously unseen at political rallies, such as salarymen and housewives.

TEPCO faces a decades-long effort to decontaminate and decommission the wrecked nuclear plant after
the worst atomic disaster since Chernobyl in 1986.

All of Japan's 50 reactors were gradually shut down after the Fukushima disaster and all but two of them
remain idle.

But the sweeping December victory of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his Liberal Democratic Party, which
long supported nuclear power and fostered ties between politicians, bureaucrats and utilities, is a concern
for nuclear power's opponents.

A recent survey showed about 70 percent of Japanese want to phase out nuclear power eventually. An
equal number support Abe, who wants to restart off-line reactors if they meet new safety standards.

On March 10, Nobuko Kameyama, a 67-year-old retiree, handing out anti-nuclear leaflets at a train station
in Tokyo, said many people were preoccupied with a stagnant economy while progress made toward
phasing out nuclear under the previous government was lost when it lost power.

"The movement seems to have gotten quieter because we had to go back to the drawing board when the
LDP got voted back in," Kameyama said.

In a Tokyo park on March 9, hundreds of people rallied, vowing never to give up the fight against nuclear
power.

“I am going to fight against those who act as though Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Fukushima never
happened,” Nobel Prize-winning writer Kenzaburo Oe told the crowd, referring to the atomic bombings
preceding the end of World War II. “I am going to fight to prevent any more reactors from being
restarted.”

The demonstrators applauded, waving signs and lanterns that said, “Let's save the children,” and “No
nukes.” Some were handing out leaflets, pleading to save animals abandoned in the no-entry zone around
the plant.

Kazuko Nihei, 36, selling trinkets and soap that mothers, like her, who had fled Fukushima, had made,
hoping to raise funds for children's health checkups and their new lives in Tokyo.

“When the government talks about recovery, they are talking about infrastructure. When we talk about
recovery, we are talking about the future of our children,” she said.

(The Associated Press and Reuters contributed to this report.)

Protestors out against nukes all over the world

Anti-nuke protests fill streets around world before 3/11 anniversary

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201303100051

March 10, 2013
THE ASAHI SHIMBUN
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On the eve of the second anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the accident at the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant, protesters were out in full force around the world, driven by the greater
awareness of the potential dangers of nuclear energy.

Several protests were held in various parts of Taiwan on March 9, with about 100,000 demonstrators
gathering for one in Taipei organized by a citizens' group.

The increased public concern has led to a push for a referendum on whether nuclear plants should be
constructed.

Although construction on the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant began in 1999 in New Taipei, completion has
been delayed because of a temporary suspension of construction due to a political clash between the
ruling and opposition parties. That delay has led to concerns about the safety of the plant.

In late February, the administration of President Ma Ying-jeou decided to propose a referendum that
would ask voters if they supported cancellation of the construction of the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant.
Ma's Kuomintang supports construction of the plant.

For the referendum to pass, a majority of the 18 million voters in Taiwan have to go to the polls and a
majority of those have to support its passage. Because the chances for passage are low, Kuomintang
officials are hoping that this outcome will not force construction to be halted.

However, the proposal has invigorated the opposition Democratic Progressive Party, which opposes
nuclear energy, and other groups opposed to nuclear power. Even a number of celebrities have come out
against nuclear power, including actress Lin Chi-ling, who is popular in Japan for her appearances in TV
dramas.

More than T$280 billion (about 900 billion yen, or $9.4 billion) has already been invested in the Fourth
Nuclear Power Plant.

Defending the need for nuclear energy, Prime Minister Jiang Yi-huah said, "If the nuclear plant is stopped,
electricity rates will increase."

However, criticism continues to be aimed at state-run Taiwan Power Co. for its failure to make greater
management efforts.

The referendum is expected to be held sometime later this year.

In the March 9 protests, there were moderate voices among participants.

"While I do not oppose nuclear energy, [ am worried about the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant," said Cheng
Hsin-i, a third-year student at Fu Jen Catholic University in Taipei.

However, because there are public opinion polls with more than 60 percent of respondents opposed to
the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant, the referendum could overturn the plans of the Kuomintang.

Meanwhile, gatherings in South Korea went beyond concerns over nuclear energy.

In Seoul on March 9, a gathering not only remembered the victims of the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake, but also called for denuclearization of Asia and the world due to concerns about the growing
tensions on the Korean Peninsula with a nuclear-capable North Korea. A number of South Koreans who
lived through the atomic bombing of Japan, also participated.

Several thousands took part in a gathering organized by environmental protection groups. Among the
participants were hibakusha who survived the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 as
well as their descendants. They called for a world without nuclear weapons and nuclear energy plants.
An 86-year-old woman who now lives in Hapcheon in Gyeongsangnam-do province was in Hiroshima
when the atomic bomb was dropped on Aug. 6, 1945. Soon thereafter her mother died. After Japan's
defeat in World War I], she and her family moved to South Korea, but over the next decade or so, her
husband and other relatives died due to radiation after-effects from the atomic bombing.

"There are many people now who do not know the danger of nuclear bombs," she said.
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Anti-nuclear protests have been frequent in Germany since the Chernobyl accident in 1986, but this year
a training exercise was also held based on the scenario that an accident had occurred at a nuclear plant.
Such training exercises are rare in Germany, even with its long history of anti-nuclear protests.

The exercise was organized on March 9 by anti-nuclear groups in Germany at the Grohnde Nuclear Power
Plant in Lower Saxony. Protesters called for immediate suspension of operations at the plant.

"Don't think that a major disaster is occurring 9,000 kilometers away, but imagine that it is happening in

front of your home," organizers said.
According to organizers, about 20,000 people took part in the exercise based on the assumption that an

area 40 kilometers from the plant was designated a no-entry zone due to radiation leakage.

People wearing protective gear washed down the vehicles of evacuees from areas in the vicinity of the
plant and students took their pets with them as they evacuated in the training exercise.

(This article was written by Takio Murakami in Taipei, Akira Nakano in Seoul and Ken Matsui in Hameln.)

Protests in Japan

March 9, 2013

Fukushima residents hold anti-nuclear demonstration
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/A]201303090069

FUKUSHIMA--A citizens group held its 31st anti-nuclear demonstration in a busy shopping district here
on March 8, three days before the second anniversary of the triple disaster in the Tohoku region.
“We want to appeal to the people that dangerous nuclear reactors should be decommissioned,” said Taiga

Sato, a 27-year-old part-time worker who joined the demonstration.
The protesters, including residents, called for the abolition of nuclear power plants and expressed their

opposition to the government’s plan to restart idled reactors.
Fukushima Smile Project, the organizer of the rally, held its first anti-nuclear demonstration in August

2012.
The Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami struck on March 11, 2011, leading to the accident at the

Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant in the prefecture.

Protesters in Japan demand end to nukes
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201303090093

March 09, 2013

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Hundreds of people rallied in a Tokyo park March 9, demanding an end to atomic power, and vowing

never to give up the fight, despite two years of little change after the nuclear disaster in Fukushima,

northeastern Japan.
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Gathering on a weekend ahead of the second anniversary of the March 11 quake and tsunami that sent
Fukushima Dai-ichi plant into multiple meltdowns, demonstrators said they would never forget the
world's worst nuclear catastrophe, and expressed alarm over the government's eagerness to restart
reactors.

“I can't see what lies ahead. It looks hopeless, but if I give up now, it's over,” said Akihiro Nakata, a 47-
year-old owner of a construction company, with a drum to beat slung around his shoulder. “I'd rather die
moving forward.”

Only two of this nation's 50 working reactors are back online, partly because of continuous protests like
March 9's, the first time such demonstrations have popped up in this nation since the 1960s movement
against the Vietnam War.

People have thronged Tokyo parks on national holidays, and outside the Parliament building every Friday
evening, drawing people previously unseen at political rallies, such as commuter “salarymen” and
housewives.

Two years later, 160,000 people have left their homes around the plant, entire sections of nearby
communities are still ghost-towns, and fears grow about cancer and other sicknesses the spewing
radiation might bring.

But the new prime minister elected late last year, Shinzo Abe, hailing from a conservative party that
fostered the pro-nuclear policies of modernizing Japan, wants to restart the reactors, maybe even build
new ones.

The protesters said they were shocked by how the government was ignoring them.

“I am going to fight against those who act as though Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Fukushima never
happened,” Nobel Prize-winning writer Kenzaburo Oe told the crowd, referring to the atomic bombings
preceding the end of World War II. “I am going to fight to prevent any more reactors from being
restarted.”

The demonstrators applauded, waving signs and lanterns that said, “Let's save the children,” and “No
nukes.” Some were handing out leaflets, pleading to save animals abandoned in the no-go zone.

Kazuko Nihei, 36, selling trinkets and soap that mothers, like her, who had fled Fukushima, had made,
hoping to raise funds for children's health checkups and their new lives in Tokyo.

“When the government talks about recovery, they are talking about infrastructure. When we talk about
recovery, we are talking about the future of our children,” she said.

A concert March 9 evening features Oscar and Grammy-winning musician Ryuichi Sakamoto, one of the
most vocal opponents of nuclear power. Commemorative services are held throughout the nation March
11. The quake and tsunami killed nearly 19,000 people.

Less under the spotlight March 11 will be a class-action lawsuit being filed against the government and
Tokyo Electric Power Co., the utility that operates Fukushima Dai-ichi, demanding all land, the natural
environment and homes be restored to their state before March 11, 2011.

The lawsuit in Fukushima District Court is unusual in drawing people from all walks of life, including
farmers, fishermen and housewives, because of the wording of the damage demand.

It has drawn 800 plaintiffs so far, a remarkable number in a conformist culture that frowns upon any
challenge to the status quo, especially lawsuits. That number may grow as people join the lawsuit in
coming months. A verdict is not expected for more than a year.

“We can't believe the government is thinking about restarting the reactors after the horrendous damage
and human pain the accident has caused,” [zutaro Managi, one of the lawyers, told The Associated Press in
a telephone interview. “It is tantamount to victimizing the victims one more time.”
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Kazuko Ishige, a 66-year-old apartment manager, who was at the rally with a friend from Fukushima, said
she was sick of the government's lies about the safety of nuclear plants.
“I am really angry,” she said. “I am going to have to keep at it until [ die.”

Humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons

March 12, 2013

Oslo conference highlights inhumanity of nuclear weapons
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/A]201303120105

By HIROYUKI MAEGAWA/ Correspondent

OSLO--Atomic bomb survivors and their supporters welcomed the first international conference on the
humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons, even though the two-day meeting made little tangible
progress toward banning atomic arms.

"I think what we hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors) have been advocating for more than 60 years has
finally been understood to some extent," said Terumi Tanaka, secretary-general of the Japan
Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations (Nihon Hidankyo).

Tanaka, 80, took part in the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons conference, held in Oslo on March
4-5, as a member of the Japanese delegation.

Masao Tomonaga, director of the Japanese Red Cross Nagasaki Genbaku Hospital, presented research
results showing a higher cancer incidence among hibakusha.

"Nuclear weapons damage even genes, and the only prescription is eliminating nuclear weapons,"
Tomonaga said. "I think we have been able to deliver that message."

But the chairman's summary, released by Norway, did not touch on eliminating nuclear weapons as a
goal, saying only that the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons will be further explored.

The cautious stance reflects the absence of five declared nuclear states--which together possess almost all
of the world's nuclear weapons--from the conference.

Kazakh people who were exposed to radiation due to Soviet-era nuclear tests also discussed their
experiences at the conference, and Peter Maurer, president of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, said it is impossible to provide effective and sufficient humanitarian assistance once a nuclear
weapon is detonated.

The conference participants agreed that the use of a nuclear weapon would cause such a "humanitarian
crisis" that the international community could never respond to it adequately.

A Swiss diplomat who attended the conference cautioned that it is premature to expect a convention
outlawing all nuclear weapons anytime soon, and instead urged a gradual approach to the issue.

The diplomat suggested that a group of countries that led the Oslo conference should mobilize efforts to
build up international public opinion against nuclear weapons.
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Antinuke protests everywhere

Source : NHK
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/20130310_08.html

Anti-nuclear power protests staged in Europe
People opposed to nuclear energy are staging demonstrations in Europe ahead of March 11th, the 2nd
anniversary of the nuclear accident in Japan.

In Germany, protesters rallied at 4 locations on Saturday. They demanded an immediate halt to the

country's 9 nuclear reactors that are still operational. The government plans to close all nuclear plants by
2022.

Organizers say a total of 28,000 people took part in the demonstrations.

In the northern city of Hildesheim, protesters formed a human chain and demanded a halt to the
operation of a nuclear plant near the city.

A letter sent from a group of Japanese mothers living in Fukushima was read to demonstrators attending
a rally.

The mothers expressed concern about their children and the possible health effects from the nuclear
accident.

Participants shouted anti-nuclear slogans in Japanese.

One participant said that the accident in Fukushima was a warning to Germany. He said that nuclear
power puts future generations at constant risk.

Anti-nuclear demonstrations are planned in Berlin and elsewhere on Monday.

In Paris, about 20,000 demonstrators formed a human chain.

The event was jointly organized by 26 anti-nuclear groups in France.

Participants gathered at 18 locations in the city and began to march hand in hand at the same time.

Near an office of the French nuclear energy giant Areva, protesters shouted anti-nuclear slogans such as
"no more nuclear plants" and "no more Fukushimas".

France has 58 nuclear reactors which generate nearly 80 percent of the country's electricity.
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President Francois Hollande says the government will decrease the rate to 50 percent by 2025.

A recent poll suggests that French people supporting nuclear power outnumber opponents by a large
margin.

Mar. 10, 2013 - Updated 00:03 UTC (09:03 JST)

Source :

http://nuclear-news.net/2013/03/09/video-200000-protest-nuclear-power-taiwan/

200,000 protest nuclear power - Taiwan
http://enenews.com/video-200000-protest-nuclear-power

Published: March 9th, 2013 at 11:33 am ET
By ENENews
CNA ENGLISH NEWS, March 9, 2013: 200,000 take part in Taiwan’s anti-nuclear protest [...] In what
organizers called the largest anti-nuclear protest in Taiwan, an estimated 200,000 people took to the
streets in several parts of the island on Saturday to call for the scrapping of nuclear power plants. The
protest was held simultaneously in northern, central, southern and eastern Taiwan just two days before
the second anniversary of the meltdown of Japan’s Fukushima nuclear power plant in the wake of the big
earthquake and tsunami on March 11, 2011. [...] Later Saturday, a spokeswoman for the Presidential Office
said President Ma Ying-jeou was willing to have dialogues with anti-nuclear groups and listen to their
suggestions on how Taiwan can find alternatives for nuclear power. [...]
The China Post, March 10, 2013: [...] Over 100 civic groups joined the nationwide event, including the [ am
Human group and Victims of Nuclear Power, from Northern Taiwan. Despite the unseasonably hot and
humid weather, people flooded into the street in front of the Presidential Office, with some even decked
out in heavy costumes. Police estimates put attendance in Taipei at over 50,000, with some 8,000 each in
Taichung and Kaohsiung. The event’s main organizers, however, estimated that 120,000 protesters turned
out in Taipei and 200,000 nationwide. [...]
Source : Deutsche Welle
http://www.dw.de/thousands-protest-in-japan-on-eve-of-fukushima-nuclear-disaster-anniversary/a-
16661934

Thousands protest in Japan on eve of Fukushima nuclear disaster anniversary
Thousands of anti-nuclear protesters have gathered across Japan. The rallies come on the eve of the two-
year anniversary of an earthquake and tsunami that caused the Fukushima disaster.

Tens of thousands of people converged on central Tokyo's Hibiya Park Sunday in opposition to nuclear
power. Activists and scholars gave talks and musicians performed before sign-carrying crowds that
marched through the government district of Kasumigaseki to parliament.

"I think it is adults' responsibility to achieve zero nuclear power, before we die," said one of the banners

held by protesters.

Anti-nuclear protests held across Japan
"Sayonara, nuclear power," read another sign.
Other similar events were held around the country and local media are reporting that as many as 150
anti-nuclear events are planned for the weekend and on Monday.
Worst nuclear disaster in a generation
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On March 11, 2011 an earthquake and tsunami killed more than 15,000 people in Japan, with several
thousand still unaccounted for. The incident caused a meltdown at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant,
which severely contaminated the vast farming region and forced more than 160,000 people to leave their
homes.

It was the worst nuclear disaster since Chernobyl in 1986, and sparked widespread anti-nuclear
sentiment. A recent poll found that around 70 percent of Japanese want to eventually phase out atomic
energy all together.

Since the disaster, Japan has turned off all 50 of its nuclear reactors, but restarted two of them citing
possible summertime power shortages.

The country's nuclear future could be set to change, however, after the December election of Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, who - along with his Liberal Democratic Party - has long been supportive of atomic
energy. Abe has said he wants to restart offline reactors if they meet new safety standards.
dr/slk (AFP, Reuters)

Taiwan's gov't faces antinukes opposition

March 13,2013

Taiwan's Ma points to Japan as role model for nuclear energy
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201303130076

By TAKIO MURAKAMI/ Correspondent

TAIPEI--Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou is taking heat from opposition parties and environmentalists
by repeatedly justifying his administration's commitment to nuclear energy by referring to Japan as a role
model it can learn from.

Ma has argued that even Japan, which suffered the world's worst nuclear disaster in 25 years in 2011, is
not planning to pull the plug on nuclear power.

"Following the Fukushima disaster, Japan stopped operating its nuclear reactors and that resulted in
higher electricity rates," Ma told a meeting of his ruling Kuomintang (Nationalist Party) on March 10.
"Many Japanese companies said they may accelerate their relocation overseas. Following a change of
government, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said he will not stick to the (previous administration's) plan to
pull out of nuclear power."

He went on to explain that Taiwan has no choice but to rely on atomic energy.

"Japan's experience in turning around its nuclear power policy very much deserves learning from," Ma
said.

Taiwan currently has three nuclear plants, which account for 20 percent of the island's total electricity
output. A national referendum is expected to be held soon on proceeding with construction of a fourth
nuclear plant, which is shaping up to be a major battleground on the issue.
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Anti-nuclear forces staged demonstrations on March 9, two days ahead of the second anniversary of the
Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami, which triggered the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear
power plant. An estimated 200,000 people across Taiwan participated in the protests.

"The Fukushima nuclear accident has driven home to us that nuclear power is a very dangerous method
for generating electricity," said one official with the Green Citizens' Action Alliance.

Media organizations close to the opposition bloc have published opinions critical of the government.

Demonstrations like "a beacon of light from a lighthouse"

March 16, 2013

Weekly anti-nuke protests still going strong, but with far fewer people
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201303160052

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Anti-nuclear demonstrations that have been a fixture in front of the prime minister's office in Tokyo on
Friday nights for nearly a year are still drawing sizable crowds, but nowhere near as big as in the past.

Concerned about dwindling attendance, the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, the citizens group
behind the protests, is wondering how it can sustain interest in this form of activism.

The protest, held March 15 to voice opposition to restarting Japan's idled nuclear reactors, was the 46th

such rally.
The first one was held in March 2012, one year after the onset of the disaster at the Fukushima No. 1

nuclear power plant triggered by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami. Only 300 people attended
that time.

Organizers said the latest protest drew some 3,000 people, a far cry from the 200,000 who turned up in
late June, immediately before the Noda administration restarted reactors at the Oi nuclear power plant in

Fukui Prefecture.

This year, however, the protests have attracted crowds ranging in size from 2,500 to 13,000 each time,

organizers said.
The Metropolitan Police Department had vastly lower estimates, putting peak attendance at around

21,000 in early July.
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Even so, the police agree that the number of protesters is decreasing.

"Recently, the number of participants has been limited to several hundred," a police officer said.

Yoichiro Mori, a self-employed man from Tokyo, has been taking part in the demonstrations once a month
since last July. On March 15, he left his job earlier than usual to ensure he would not be late for the protest.

The 28-year-old said he felt that "interest in the nuclear issue is waning," as reflected by the smaller
crowds and fewer young people in attendance. "That's probably because it's difficult to feel how terrifying
radiation is.”

Mori tries to convey a sense of the crowd atmosphere through frequent posts on Twitter.

Misao Redwolf, a core member of MCAN, agreed that the numbers are falling, but insisted the issue will
not go away.

"The decrease does not mean that the number of people who are hoping for the abolition of nuclear
power plants is decreasing,” she said. "By continuing to hold the rallies every week, the movement is
serving like a beacon of light from a lighthouse.”

In February, MCAN started the "No Nukes Magazine Project” to convey its message to people who have
not taken part in the anti-nuclear demonstrations. To encourage people to do so, MCAN has distributed
leaflets in front of train stations and elsewhere.

The first issue, titled, "Kihon-hen" (Basic chapter), outlines the current situation in Fukushima Prefecture
and costs of nuclear power generation in easy-to-understand language.

It plans to publish more issues in the hope of attracting more weekly protesters.

A 44-year-old woman from Sagamihara, Kanagawa Prefecture, who attended the rallies at their peak last
summer said she stopped going because she felt the protests were ineffective.

"The current situation is not one we can change with demonstrations," she said. "It's meaningless just to
shout loudly (at the rallies)."
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She had expectations that the rallies would influence the government, but felt let down after the reactors
at the Oi nuclear plant were restarted.

A 44-year-old graphic designer from Tokyo’s [tabashi Ward who attended last summer's rallies had a
similar experience.

After the pro-nuclear power Liberal Democratic Party retook the reins of government last December, she
felt disappointed.

However, she doesn't think that her experience of having participated in the demonstrations is
meaningless. But she eventually stopped going because the one-hour train ride became too much for her.

"Previously, politicians may have thought that whatever they do, the people will not complain about it,"
said the woman who used to attend rallies with her 5-year-old son. "But now we have been able to make
them recognize that the people will not be silent anymore."

Chizuru Muto is one anti-nuke protester who has not given up. The 55-year-old hair and makeup artist
from Tokyo's Meguro Ward has been taking part in the demonstrations since June 2012. Linking up with
friends on Facebook, she has tried to ensure that at least one person, she or somebody she knew, would
turn up at the Friday night rallies.

"If we say nothing, idle nuclear reactors will be restarted one after another," Muto said.

On March 15, the protest started at 6 p.m. in front of the prime minister's office in Nagatacho to the
rhythm of drum beats and the chanting of slogans.

For a Fukushima without nukes

March 25,2013
7,000 flock to rally for decommissioning of all reactors in Fukushima
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Sakura Takano, a high school student serving as a messenger of peace, addresses an anti-nuclear power
rally in the city of Fukushima on March 23. (Mainichi)
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20130325p2a00m0na009000c.html

FUKUSHIMA -- Some 7,000 people joined an anti-nuclear power rally here over the weekend, calling for
the abolishment of all nuclear reactors in this disaster-hit prefecture, organizers have announced.
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The rally, titled "Genpatsu no nai Fukushima o! Kenmin daishukai" (For a Fukushima without nuclear
plants! Mass meeting for prefectural residents), was held in a gymnasium at this city's Azuma Sports Park
on March 23.

Rally participants from in and outside the prefecture offered a silent prayer for the victims of the March
2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami as well as those who died during the Fukushima nuclear
plant disaster evacuation. The rally adopted a declaration calling on the central government and plant
operator Tokyo Electric Power Co. to decommission all reactors in the prefecture.

Sakura Takano, 18, a high school senior from Minamisoma, Fukushima Prefecture, was among seven
prefectural residents who addressed the meeting about their predicament.

"We who have gone through the pain of the nuclear disaster have a mission to tell many people about it,
so that the memory of the disaster does not fade," Takano told the crowd. She also referred to how local
residents had been forced to get used to the sight of the now-ubiquitous radiation monitoring posts, and
to being torn from their friends and family.

Namie & antinuke opposition

March 29, 2013

Local opposition spelled end for Namie-Odaka nuclear plant
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201303290079

Construction

restarted

G 37.6%
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THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Long removed from his hometown, Sakae Ishida recalled how opposition to a planned nuclear power
plant quickly faded in Namie, Fukushima Prefecture.

[shida, 64, who had repeatedly petitioned the Fukushima prefectural government to retract the Namie-
Odaka plant construction plan, ended up selling a 0.4-hectare plot of land and rice paddies at the site to
Tohoku Electric Power Co. for about 20 million yen ($212,000) two decades ago.

The change in attitude came after Namie leaders and residents saw the rising fortunes of nearby towns
that hosted a nuclear power plant.

That facility, however, was the now-stricken Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

Today, Namie is deserted, its dreams of prosperity dashed. All 21,000 residents of the town remain
evacuated because of the nuclear accident that started in 2011.

"I think it's only natural (that the plant construction plan was aborted) because we've had that horrible
disaster," said Ishida, who now lives in Minami-Soma.

Tohoku Electric announced March 28 that it has abandoned plans to build the Namie-Odaka nuclear
plant. The site--about 10 kilometers north of the Fukushima No. 1 plant--would straddle the
municipalities of Namie and Minami-Soma and contain a reactor with an output of 825 megawatts.
Tohoku Electric President Makoto Kaiwa stated the obvious when explaining why the project was
scrapped.

"There was a special factor with the planned Namie-Odaka nuclear plant: proximity to the crippled
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant,” he told reporters on March 28 at the utility’s headquarters in Sendai.
"That fueled opposition in the hosting communities."

Namie hosts 95 percent of the 1.5 square km landmass of the planned plant site. Tohoku Electric has
acquired 1.25 square km of that figure.

But it was mainly the fierce local opposition to the plant project that led Tohoku Electric officials to
conclude it would be difficult to press ahead with the plan.

[t wasn’t always this way.

Namie in 1967 adopted a resolution to host the Namie-Odaka plant, a year before the project was
announced.

"Initially, most of the residents who owned land on the planned plant site opposed the project,” said
Ishida, from the Tanashio district of Namie.

Opinions changed after Tokyo Electric Power Co. started operations at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant
in 1971. Workers remained in the host towns of Futaba and Okuma, government subsidies poured in, and
brand-new buildings popped up.

"Opponents almost disappeared because we saw, under our nose, how those towns prospered,” said
Ishida, who sold his land to Tohoku Electric 20 years ago.

But in March 2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake struck, spawning a giant tsunami that knocked out
power to the Fukushima No. 1 plant and caused meltdowns at three reactors.

In December 2011, the Namie town assembly scrapped its 1967 resolution and espoused a departure
from nuclear energy in its rebuilding blueprint. Minami-Soma also adopted a resolution seeking the
cancellation of the nuclear plant project.
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"The plight of the nuclear disaster is engraved deep in our townspeople's minds," Namie Mayor Tamotsu
Baba told Nobuaki Abe, an executive vice president with Tohoku Electric. "I highly appreciate your
decision to end the plan.”

With the scrapping of the Namie-Odaka project, 11 new nuclear reactors remain under planning across
Japan. Construction has started on three of them: Chugoku Electric Power Co.'s Shimane nuclear plant No.
3 reactor in Shimane Prefecture, Electric Power Development Co.'s Oma nuclear plant in Aomori
Prefecture, and TEPCO’s Higashidori nuclear plant No. 1 reactor in Aomori Prefecture.

The previous administration led by the Democratic Party of Japan approved the continued construction of
those three reactors, but it planned to oppose the building plans for the others.

After the Liberal Democratic Party ousted the DP] from power in December, the new administration of
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe scrapped the DPJ] policy in a bid to build new reactors.

Tohoku Electric’s decision to drop the Namie-Odaka nuclear plant plan is the first since the nuclear
disaster. But the company has not given up on its plan to construct a new No. 2 reactor at its Higashidori
nuclear plant, which lies adjacent to a plant of the same name being built by TEPCO.

However, calls for a departure from nuclear energy remain.

Although Japan has 50 nuclear reactors, only two of them--both at Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Oi nuclear
plant in Fukui Prefecture--are currently running.

A senior utility official said he has "virtually given up on hopes" of seeing the restarts of aged nuclear
reactors, in service for more than 40 years, and of reactors at plant sites over suspected active geological
fault lines.

Public opinion is the major factor working against the restarts.

"In view of opposition among the residents of hosting communities and the general public, I don't believe
(the idled reactors) can all be brought back online," the utility official said. "We'd be lucky to have half of
them restarted.”

(This article was written by Shinichi Fujiwara, Miho Tanaka, Junko Watanabe and Kentaro Uechi.)

First anniversary of Friday night protests in Tokyo

March 30, 2013

e Undeterred: Participants march through Tokyo's Nagata-cho political hub Friday evening urging
the government to abandon nuclear power, continuing a weekly demonstration that has lasted a
year. | KYODO
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First anniversary of weekly antinuclear rallies outside prime minister’s

office marked

Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/03/30/national/first-anniversary-of-weekly-antinuclear-
rallies-outside-prime-ministers-office-marked/#.UVauqjf1tEs

The first anniversary was marked Friday of the weekly antinuclear demonstrations in front of the prime
minister’s office that have grown steadily partly via the popularity of social media.

At the latest rally, the 48th organized by the Metropolitan Coalition Against Nukes, demonstrators
chanted “Get rid of nuclear power plants” and “Don’t restart them.”

According to the organizer, people have taken to the streets in Tokyo’s Nagata-cho political district every
Friday from 6 p.m. since March 29, 2012, to call for the elimination of nuclear power in light of the
Fukushima atomic plant crisis that started on March 11, 2011.

The demonstrations originally attracted around 300 people but grew drastically as word spread through
social media networks, including Twitter and Facebook.

Within three months, the weekly rallies started to draw more than 100,000 participants as the then-
ruling Democratic Party of Japan moved to restart two reactors at Kansai Electric Power Co.’s Oi nuclear
plant in Fukui Prefecture.

Since late last year, several thousand people have been turning out for the rallies.
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Misao Redwolf, who played a key role in organizing the rallies, said, “It is very unpleasant to mark the
first anniversary, but we have to do it (the rally) as not all reactors have stopped operation yet.

“We believe it is important to continue providing a space where anyone can join in” to protest, she said,
adding that antinuclear demonstrations have been held in many places across Japan at the same time each

week.

Makio Tahara, 65, who attended the rally with his 10-year-old grandchild, said, “It is hard to achieve a
withdrawal from nuclear power acting as an individual, but whether it is effective or not, it is important to

express our feelings.”

Anti-nuke activists mark 1st anniversary of weekly protests
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201303300046

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Anti-nuclear activists gathered outside the prime minister's office on March 29 to call for an end to
Japan's dependency on nuclear power and mark the one-year anniversary of the Friday night protests.

Organizers said 6,000 people took part in the rally to also protest restarts of idled nuclear reactors. The
first of the weekly protests outside the Prime Minister's Official Residence in central Tokyo was held on

March 29, 2012.

The protests stem from the nuclear disaster in Fukushima Prefecture triggered by the March 11, 2011,
Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami.

The anniversary rally started at 6 p.m. and lasted for two hours. Protesters chanted anti-nuke slogans and
held up placards. One of them read: "Defend the children,"” while another read, "Return our homeland."

"I had been getting on with day-to-day life and found that the nuclear power issue was no longer
uppermost in my mind," said 38-year-old Tomoko Matsumura, who brought her fifth-grade daughter to
participate in the weekly protest for the first time. "I heard it was the first anniversary, and that

persuaded me to join."
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Gov't wants tents removed

April 9, 2013

Activists protest government suit to have anti-nuke tents removed

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/A]201304090068

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

A citizens' group that set up three tents in front of a ministry office building that have served as a rallying
point for anti-nuclear demonstrators said April 8 it will fight a government lawsuit demanding their
removal.

The central government filed a lawsuit on March 29 against two members of the citizens' group, Taro
Fuchigami and Taichi Masakiyo. Fuchigami, a 70-year-old leader of the group, said they want to keep the
tents in place and will challenge the government’s legal action in court.

“I'd like to appeal to the public for the importance of the tents," Fuchigami said. "They represent the
public’s voice for a nuclear power free Japan.”

The tents were set up on the grounds of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry's office building in
Tokyo's Kasumigaseki district on Sept. 11, 2011, six months after the Great East Japan Earthquake set off
the crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

Government officials said the tents need to be removed because they disrupt the day-to-day activities of
the ministry.

“We requested that the activists remove the tents, but nothing has been resolved," a top industry ministry
official said. "It will be best to ask the court to judge the case objectively.”

Although crowds visiting the tents have become smaller since they were first pitched, the anti-nuke
protest group still receives encouragement and support from visitors from all across Japan.

“This is the only place where people without a hometown can have our voices heard," said Yukiko
Kameya, who was forced to evacuate to Tokyo from Fukushima Prefecture, and who visits the tents once a
week. "l never want to see the tents disappear,” said the 68-year-old evacuee.

Katsutaka Idogawa, who served as mayor of Futaba, Fukushima Prefecture, until February, visited the
tents on April 6. During his term as mayor, Idogawa pursued the government’s responsibility for the
nuclear disaster.

“State-owned land belongs to the public,” the 66-year-old former mayor said. “We want the government
to listen to the voices of the public.”

According to a government official, the tents were originally constructed by a group that was founded in
2007 by members of Zengakuren, a former student association that participated in the 1960 student
movement against the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. The government assumes that the group still plays a
central role in activities involving the tents.

Since Sept. 11, 2011, the tents have occupied government-owned land without authorization, and the
citizens' group has been continuing its activities against restarting the nation's idle nuclear power
reactors, according to the court claim.
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Good news: People can change

April 9, 2013
Dr. Gordon Edwards explains the background of Chairman Jaczko’s decision:

http://akiomatsumura.com/2013/04 /former-chairman-of-nuclear-regulatory-commission-reactors-
should-be-phased-out.html

Gregory Jaczko, Chairman of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission until last year, has arrived at a very
basic realization: every potentially dangerous machine should have an emergency “off” switch that shuts
everything down completely. And nuclear power reactors don’t have one. So, he concludes, all power
reactors should be phased out.

How many action adventure movies show the hero disabling an explosive device or cutting the power to
some monstrous killing machine just in the nick of time — mere seconds before total disaster erupts? In
the blink of an eye the device or machine goes from malevolent to benign — from catastrophic to harmless
— because someone pushed the “off” switch.

But a nuclear power reactor cannot be turned off completely, no matter what the emergency may be. Talk
about a design flaw! Imagine a car that can’t be stopped, or a fire that cannot be put out.

Yes, there are “fast shutdown systems” in every nuclear reactor that can stop the nuclear chain reaction in
less than two seconds, and they usually work quite well. The Three Mile Island reactor was “shut off”
instantly, at the first sign of trouble; it only melted down later. The three operating Fukushima Dai-ichi
reactors all “shut themselves off” automatically before the tsunami hit; but they all melted down anyway.

The problem is, shutting off the nuclear chain reaction does not stop the heat production. And it is that
unstoppable process that keeps adding more heat to the core, driving the temperature spiraling upwards
towards the melting point of the fuel — at a few thousand degrees on whatever scale you are using.

Why doesn’t the heat stop? It’s because we do not know how to shut off radioactivity.

There is an incredible inventory of fiercely radioactive byproducts created in the core of the reactor
during normal operation. Even after the fission process is stopped, heat continues to be generated at an
awesome rate simply through the radioactive decay (disintegration) of the unstable atoms that have
accumulated in the core as a result of the fissioning of nuclear fuel.
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This heat, called “decay heat”, is more than enough to melt the core of the reactor and everything else in
the core area of the reactor. Immediately after “shutdown”, the decay heat is about 7 percent of full power
heat.

For a reactor designed to produce 1000 megawatts of electricity, there is normally about 3000 megawatts
of heat being generated. If such a reactor is suddenyly shut down, about 7% of those 3000 megawatts of
heat is still being produced by the relentless radioactive disintegration of the waste byproducts in the
irradiated nuclear fuel.

That’s more than 200 megawatts of heat — and it cannot be stopped.

Emergency cooling systems can remove the heat, but if the reactor is knocked out, who's to say the
emergency cooling systems aren’t also knocked out?

A reactor that can’t be stopped is like hell on a handcart. And they’re all like that.

Gordon Edwards.

Ex-Regulator Says Reactors Are Flawed

By Matthew L. Wald, New York Times, April 8, 2013
http://tinyurl.com/d9f4pnu

WASHINGTON — All 104 nuclear power reactors now in operation in the United States have a safety
problem that cannot be fixed and they should be replaced with newer technology, the former chairman of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission said on Monday. Shutting them all down at once is not practical, he
said, but he supports phasing them out rather than trying to extend their lives.

The position of the former chairman, Gregory B. Jaczko, is not unusual in that various anti-nuclear groups
take the same stance. But it is highly unusual for a former head of the nuclear commission to so bluntly
criticize an industry whose safety he was previously in charge of ensuring.

Asked why he did not make these points when he was chairman, Dr. Jaczko said in an interview after his
remarks, “I didn’t really come to it until recently.”

“I was just thinking about the issues more, and watching as the industry and the regulators and the whole
nuclear safety community continues to try to figure out how to address these very, very difficult
problems,” which were made more evident by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear accident in Japan, he said.
“Continuing to put Band-Aid on Band-Aid is not going to fix the problem.”

Dr. Jaczko made his remarks at the Carnegie International Nuclear Policy Conference in Washington in a
session about the Fukushima accident. Dr. Jaczko said that many American reactors that had received
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permission from the nuclear commission to operate for 20 years beyond their initial 40-year licenses
probably would not last that long. He also rejected as unfeasible changes proposed by the commission that
would allow reactor owners to apply for a second 20-year extension, meaning that some reactors would
run for a total of 80 years.

Dr. Jaczko cited a well-known characteristic of nuclear reactor fuel to continue to generate copious
amounts of heat after a chain reaction is shut down. That “decay heat” is what led to the Fukushima
meltdowns. The solution, he said, was probably smaller reactors in which the heat could not push the
temperature to the fuel’s melting point.

The nuclear industry disagreed with Dr. Jaczko’s assessment. “U.S. nuclear energy facilities are operating
safely,” said Marvin S. Fertel, the president and chief executive of the Nuclear Energy Institute, the
industry’s trade association. “That was the case prior to Greg Jaczko’s tenure as Nuclear Regulatory
Commission chairman. It was the case during his tenure as N.R.C. chairman, as acknowledged by the
N.R.C.’s special Fukushima response task force and evidenced by a multitude of safety and performance
indicators. It is still the case today.”

Dr. Jaczko resigned as chairman last summer after months of conflict with his four colleagues on the
commission. He often voted in the minority on various safety questions, advocated more vigorous safety
improvements, and was regarded with deep suspicion by the nuclear industry. A former aide to the Senate
majority leader, Harry Reid of Nevada, he was appointed at Mr. Reid’s instigation and was instrumental in
slowing progress on a proposed nuclear waste dump at Yucca Mountain, about 100 miles from Las Vegas.

A version of this article appeared in print on April 9, 2013, on page A16 of the New York edition with the
headline: Ex-Regulator Says Reactors Are Flawed.

Antinukes looking for new strategies beyond protests

May 4, 2013

o People joined a weekly protest in front of the prime minister's office last Friday, but the number
of participants had plummeted compared to last June and July. | KAZUAKI NAGATA
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National / Social Issues

Antinuclear drive in search of new strategies

Reactor foes risk burnout unless LDP stonewalling can be overcome

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/05/04 /national /antinuclear-drive-in-search-of-new-
strategies/#.UYPnOkpsFEs

by Kazuaki Nagata
Staff Writer

The Fukushima nuclear crisis struck a nerve with Japan’s normally passive public, prompting many to
raise their voices against atomic power and take to the streets to voice their anger.
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But momentum for phasing out atomic energy appears to have weakened since the pronuclear Liberal
Democratic Party won December’s general election by a landslide, pledging to review the ousted
Democratic Party of Japan’s vow to eliminate nuclear power in the 2030s.

While antinuclear activists and politicians are trying to find new ways of keeping their hopes alive, they
are struggling to get their views reflected in the policies of the LDP-led administration.

These lobbyists say that since the majority of the public hasn’t changed its mind about the dangers of
atomic energy, it is critical to take the antinuclear movement to the next level by drafting persuasive,
concrete plans that can actually uproot the deeply ingrained nuclear industry.

“I am deeply worried” that the movement against atomic energy is fizzling out, said Susumu Shinbo, 65, of
Chiba Prefecture while protesting at the weekly antinuclear rally by the prime minister’s office on April
12.

The rally was the 50th so far, but participation has clearly dropped. The organizers once claimed that
more than 100,000 people showed up.

The protests burgeoned when the previous DP] government decided to let Kansai Electric Power Co.
restart two reactors at its Oi plant in Fukui Prefecture — the first to go online since all atomic units
nationwide were idled after the Fukushima meltdowns tainted the northeast with radiation.

Around the time of the July 2012 restarts, tens of thousands of protesters had inundated the street
leading to the prime minister’s office for weeks. But last month’s rally saw less than 1,000 people show up
— barely enough to fill the sidewalks.

Some of those present argued the figure is irrelevant.

“Less participation doesn’t mean momentum has weakened” because most of the public is still strongly
opposed to the use of nuclear power, said 39-year-old Tokyoite Tomoko Kawai.

But with the LDP expected to push for a reversion to atomic power, she stressed that “it is important that
individuals keep taking actions of their own.”
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To avoid losing impetus, activists are looking beyond protests and devising new strategies. On April 15,
they set up the Citizens’ Commission on Nuclear Energy to draft a zero-nuclear blueprint by next spring to
propose to the government and public.

The panel of experts and general members of the public is headed by Harutoshi Funabashi, a Hosei
University sociology professor. It also includes Kyushu University Vice President Hitoshi Yoshioka, who
sat on the government’s Fukushima investigation panel, University of Tokyo professor emeritus Hiromitsu
Ino and Masashi Goto, a former nuclear engineer at Toshiba Corp.

“Right after the crisis occurred at the Fukushima No. 1 plant, it was like all the public felt guilty about the
use of nuclear power and the cries against atomic energy were so loud and clear,” said Hiroyuki Kawai,
who represents the commission’s main sponsor, a private group. But in the past two years, “it seems many
have forgotten the terror of the Fukushima disaster.”

Kawai stressed that a convincing master plan is required to re-energize the movement. “We need to draft
a policy that everyone will have no choice but to accept,” he said.

Lawmakers concerned about nuclear energy have apparently reached the same conclusion.

Tomoko Abe, who heads Nippon Mirai no To (Tomorrow Party of Japan), said the roots of nuclear power
pervaded society because it was a key source of energy that became vital to sustaining the profitability of
regional utilities and the municipalities hosting their atomic plants.

It won’t be easy to unravel this nexus of nuclear interests, Abe said.

“There is a huge gap between people’s desire to end Japan’s nuclear dependency and how difficult (that)
is in reality,” said Abe, who jointly heads a multiparty group of Diet lawmakers targeting nuclear power.

Abe said her group is examining the best way to phase out nuclear, including bills to decommission
reactors and support their host communities. But how that legislation will get passed is unclear at a time
when the LDP and junior coalition partner New Komeito have a solid grip on the Lower House and are
gunning for the Upper House in July.

Abe’s 96-member group was cut in half by the House of Representatives election. It has since regained 10,
bringing it back up to 58, but is having difficulty persuading more to join.
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“Because the LDP has grown so powerful, it is very difficult (to promote a zero-nuclear policy) through
cross-party efforts,” said coleader Shoichi Kondo.

Although the House of Councilors poll presents a chance for the antinuclear lobby to make a comeback,
Kondo said it will be hard to turn the issue into a focal point because the LDP seems to be trying to
sidestep it.

For instance, in the April 28 Upper House by-election in Yamaguchi Prefecture, where Chugoku Electric
Power Co. plans to build a new nuclear plant in Kaminoseki, LDP candidate Kiyoshi Ejima fudged his
stance on the project. Kondo claimed this prevented atomic energy from becoming an issue in the race,
allowing Ejima to trounce his antinuclear opponents.

“The LDP is avoiding the issue of nuclear power policy for this summer’s Upper House election. They said
they will review the DPJ’s policy (of ending nuclear power by 2040), but didn’t say if they will promote
nuclear power, so it's very vague,” he said.

To increase the number of politicians backing the zero-nuclear option, activists launched the advocacy
group Ryokucha Kai (Green Tea Party) on April 24 to provide financial support to antinuclear candidates
running in national elections.

Hideaki Takemura, an executive at Tokyo-based Energy Green Co. and head of Ryokucha Kai, voiced
confidence that nuclear power can become a core topic in the House of Councilors poll, along with
constitutional revision and the Trans-Pacific Partnership free-trade framework.

“The Fukushima crisis is an ongoing issue — people know that in their hearts, so they need to be more
informed,” Takemura said.

Ryokucha Kai will soon select candidates to endorse for the Upper House election and offer them financial
support, Takemura said, but it won’t be backing anyone running for the LDP or New Komeito.

Marching to abolish nuclear weapons

May 7,2013

Three-month peace march sets out for Hiroshima
Kyodo
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http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/05/07 /national /three-month-peace-march-sets-out-for-
hiroshima/#.UYjQLUpsFEs

Around 1,000 people set out Monday on a three-month peace march from Tokyo to Hiroshima, calling for
the abolishment of nuclear weapons and nuclear power generation, according to organizers.

Holding up a banner reading, “Let’s abolish nuclear weapons,” and with stickers that read “YES PEACE” on
their arms, the marchers shouted slogans such as, “We don’t need nuclear weapons” and “We don’t need
nuclear power,” as they departed.

Before the start, Malaya Fabros, a 34-year-old antinuclear advocate from the Philippines, called on the
marchers to join forces so that a peaceful world without nuclear weapons can be realized.

Some of the participants are planning to walk all the way from Tokyo to Hiroshima, while others will walk
part of the relays toward the city that was devastated by a U.S. atomic bombing in 1945 in World War I],
according to organizers.

The marchers are scheduled to reach Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park on Aug. 4, two days before the
anniversary of the bombing.

Yasuo Shiose, 74, who was orphaned at age 7 when he lost his parents and two older brothers in the
bombing of Hiroshima, said, “I will walk with the aim achieving a peaceful world free of nuclear weapons
and wars.”

Is Japan negating its own experience of nuclear horror?

May 10, 2013

Preventing use of nuclear weapons
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/05/11/editorials /preventing-use-of-nuclear-
weapons/#.UYOYyEpsFEs

Japan recently refused to support an international joint statement which stressed that “It is in the interest
of the very survival of humanity that nuclear weapons are never used again, under any circumstances.”
The Japanese government’s failure to sign the statement is regrettable in view of the simple fact that
Japan became the first nation in history to suffer from the use of nuclear weapons through the U.S. atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945. In addition, a nuclear catastrophe happened at
Tokyo Electric Power Co.’s Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, causing great hardship to residents of
Fukushima Prefecture.

231


http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/05/07/national/three-month-peace-march-sets-out-for-hiroshima/#.UYjQLUpsFEs
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/05/07/national/three-month-peace-march-sets-out-for-hiroshima/#.UYjQLUpsFEs
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/05/11/editorials/preventing-use-of-nuclear-weapons/#.UY0YyEpsFEs
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/05/11/editorials/preventing-use-of-nuclear-weapons/#.UY0YyEpsFEs

Some 150,000 people from the prefecture are still forced to live away from their homes because the
homes are located in areas contaminated by radioactive substances from the plant.

The Japanese are among the few on Earth who have experienced the dread of exposure to radiation
whether it is from a nuclear weapon or from a nuclear power plant accident. Many Japanese citizens will
not accept the government’s decision not to sign the statement, which was supported on April 24 by 74
countries at the second session of the Preparatory Committee for the 2015 Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons in Geneva.

The joint statement said in part, “It is a shared responsibility of all States to prevent the use of nuclear
weapons.” It also said, “The only way to guarantee that nuclear weapons will never be used again is
through their total elimination.” It would not be far-fetched to say that by not supporting it, Japan has
negated its own hard experience it could use to accelerate moves toward the elimination of nuclear
weapons.

The government explained that it refused to support the statement after taking into consideration the
security situation Japan finds itself in. It is apparently referring to the protection provided by the United
States’ nuclear umbrella.

But the government has the responsibility to answer the question of what it thinks of the horrible and
numerous deaths caused by the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombings, the physical and psychological
sufferings of the bombing survivors, and the continuing sufferings and fears of Fukushima people.

It should consider the possibility that the more countries support the joint statement, the more pressure
it will exert on countries that have nuclear weapons, thus deterring them from using nuclear weapons. An
attitude as shown by Japan could weaken worldwide efforts to prevent nuclear proliferation and even
strengthen the belief that nuclear weapons are useful and usable.

Pointing to “the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons,” the joint statement said,
“the catastrophic effects of a nuclear weapon detonation, whether by accident, miscalculation or design,
cannot be adequately addressed.” The government also should pay attention to this point.

Four NATO countries — Denmark, Iceland, Luxembourg and Norway — supported the joint statement
although they are protected by the U.S. nuclear umbrella. Japan should study their thinking and use the
study results to change its attitude toward international efforts to prevent the use of nuclear weapons.

"I wonder if I can ever have children in the future"

May 13, 2013

A-bomb survivor passes on wisdom to Fukushima Kkids
83-year-old wants to help youths overcome feeling of abandonment

by Hiroki Sato and Kentaro Okada

Kyodo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/05/13/national/a-bomb-survivor-passes-on-wisdom-to-
fukushima-kids/#.UY-9WOpsFEs
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NAGASAKI/HIROSHIMA - “I wonder if I can ever have children in the future?”

These words were written in a note from a Fukushima high school girl to 83-year-old Masahito Hirose in
the fall of 2011, outlining her worries about the health effects from radiation. The girl and her classmates
had visited Nagasaki on a school field trip and listened to Hirose speak about his experiences as a survivor
of the 1945 U.S. atomic bombings.

This prompted Hirose to decide to use his own experience of living with the impact of radiation to
support young people in Fukushima Prefecture in the long term.

In March 2012, five atomic-bomb survivor groups in Nagasaki opposed arrangements for some of the
debris from the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami, which triggered the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear
disaster, to be processed in other parts of the country.

Although the major purpose of the arrangement was to help disaster-struck regions overwhelmed by the
debris, such opposition was not uncommon, as many people nationwide feared this would further spread
the radiation contamination.

But Hirose worried that such opposition from atomic-bomb survivors themselves, who knew firsthand
what it was to be affected by radiation, may make people in the March 2011 disaster zones feel they had
been abandoned. So as a member of the groups, he immediately proposed finding ways to show solidarity
and extend support to those in the disaster-struck regions.

Two years have passed since the crisis erupted and the high school students who wrote to Hirose have
since graduated. When he emailed them, many came back with positive and forward-looking responses,
such as, “I want to continue to think about the issues I've experienced (through the disaster) in
university.”

“I hope to continue to watch them grow,” Hirose said.

Along with other atomic-bomb survivors in Nagasaki, Hirose set up a group in February to liaise between
Fukushima and Nagasaki. It is planning to arrange for lectures by survivors about their experiences of the
bombing at high schools in Minamisoma, Fukushima Prefecture.

“The day will definitely come when the expertise and experiences accumulated here from the atomic
bombing will become useful in Fukushima,” Hirose said. “I want to keep conveying the message that
Nagasaki will never abandon Fukushima.”

Meanwhile, in Hiroshima, the other city to have suffered an atomic bombing, 80-year-old Mitsuo
Kodama'’s approach to raising public awareness about the horrors of radiation has drawn renewed
attention since the Fukushima disaster.

Kodama, who was 12 when exposed to radiation from the Hiroshima A-bomb in 1945, shows people a
photo of his damaged chromosome.

“Never again should mankind create somebody like me,” he said.

It was in the fall of 2007 when Kodama finally learned for the first time about the amount of radiation he
was exposed to — about 4,600 millisieverts, according to tests by the Radiation Effects Research
Foundation.

His exposure was so high it has only appeared in “a handful of people,” even in the foundation’s records,
which cover long-term studies of some 120,000 A-bomb survivors and others. It is estimated that over 90
percent of people exposed to that much radiation have died.

In Kodama’s case, of the 100 cells tested, 102 chromosomal abnormalities were found.
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Kodama was in a junior high school building about 870 meters from ground zero in Hiroshima on Aug. 6,
1945. Of some 300 classmates, only 19 survived. Soon after, he suffered from various acute symptoms,
such as fever and loss of hair. He has had cancer surgery 19 times so far.

He understands that a case like his — having survived the blast from such close distance — is rare. Yet, he
also constantly feels disappointed and regretful. As there are so few like him, “It is so difficult to get people
to understand the horror of radiation,” he said.

It may not be simple to compare radiation exposure from an A-bomb to long-term exposure from a
nuclear plant accident, but “radiation gnaws at the human body far into the future,” Kodama said.

“We must get rid of it from the face of the Earth. [ want to pass on my experience to the people of
Fukushima too.”

see also:

May 12, 2013

A-bomb survivors pass on own experiences to support Fukushima
NAGASAKI/HIROSHIMA (Kyodo) -- "I wonder if I can ever have children in the future?”
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20130512p2a00m0na007000c.html

What's behind exporting nukes

May 14,2013

Export of nuclear technology

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/05/14 /editorials/export-of-nuclear-
technology/#.UZEzSUpsFEs

In his recent visits abroad, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe signed agreements with the United Arab Emirates
and Turkey that will enable the export of Japanese nuclear power plant technology to them. The Abe

administration is also pushing talks to facilitate the conclusion of similar agreements with Saudi Arabia
and Brazil.

Mr. Abe is trying to promote the export of nuclear technology at a time when the nuclear crisis at Tokyo
Electric Power Co.’s Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant remains ongoing and many Fukushima
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residents still live in fear of exposure to radioactive substances released by the plant. Some 150,000 of
them still cannot return to their homes and communities due to radioactive contamination. In addition,
important questions concerning the cause of the Fukushima nuclear crisis have yet to be resolved despite
the studies by investigation committees set up by the government and the Diet.

Mr. Abe also should realize that export of nuclear power plant technology could contribute to acceleration
of nuclear proliferation as the same nuclear technology used to generate electricity can also be used to
produce material for nuclear weapons. Mr. Abe must remember that Saudi Arabia has not signed an
Additional Protocol with the International Atomic Energy Agency — a document designed to enhance the
international nuclear watchdog’s ability to find undeclared nuclear-related activities and radioactive
materials.

The possibility cannot be ruled out that if Iran develops the capability to manufacture nuclear weapons,
Saudi Arabia may consider arming itself with nuclear weapons. North Korea declared that it will use
nuclear power only for civilian purposes. But it pushed forward with a nuclear weapons program and is
now believed to possess nuclear bombs.

The important lesson from the Fukushima catastrophe is that nuclear power generation is an
extremely difficult technology to manage and that accidents can result that cause irreparable
damage to the environment and human life.

The Fukushima fiasco has exposed the simple fact that Japan has failed to properly manage its nuclear
technology. Mr. Abe must answer the question of what he thinks of the nuclear crisis at Fukushima No. 1
and its implications, and explain why he is trying to sell Japanese nuclear technology at a time when the
causes of the Fukushima nuclear accident are not clearly known.

Turkey plans to construct four reactors at Sinop in the northern part of the country facing the Black Sea.
The total cost exceeds ¥2 trillion and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd., plans to increase its involvement
in the project following Japan’s acquisition of preferential negotiating rights. But Turkey is a quake-prone
country like Japan. Mr. Abe should explain whether Japan’s government and manufacturers of nuclear
power technology will be in a position to assume responsibility should an accident happen at a nuclear
power plant overseas that was built using Japanese technology.

The Nuclear Regulation Authority has just started studying how the 3/11 quake affected the Fukushima
nuclear power plant. Mr. Abe is pushing the export of nuclear power plants before the effect of quakes is
fully understood. Such a policy is irresponsible.

May 13,2013
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Exporting nukes "irresponsible”

May 18, 2013

Shut Monju down permanently
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/05/18/editorials/shut-monju-down-
permanently/#.UZZ8V0psFEs

T he Nuclear Regulation Authority on Wednesday decided to order the Japan Atomic Energy Agency to
not engage in further preparatory work to restart the trouble-plagued Monju prototype fast-breeder
reactor until the operator improves its safety management to prevent a recurrence of trouble. Monju,
located in Tsuruga, Fukui Prefecture, is a core component of Japan’s nuclear fuel cycle project along with
the spent nuclear fuel reprocessing plant in Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture.

Monju has been inoperative for most of the past 19 years while Rokkasho reprocessing plant’s full
operation has been postponed 19 times due to a series of problems. Given this troubling history and the
JAEA's slipshod safety management, the logical conclusion should be to decommission the Monju reactor
and end the nuclear fuel cycle project. The NRA should unambiguously order the JAEA not to restart
Monju.

The NRA pointed out that the JAEA had made light of the need to ensure safety at Monju and failed to
inspect nearly 10,000 reactor components in an after 2010. Making matters worse, JAEA head Mr.
Atsuyuki Suzuki, who resigned Friday, said that the failure to inspect the components was only a
procedural matter and did not cause safety problems. Yet among the components are more than 50 parts
vital for the safety of the reactor, including a neutron detector that reveals radiation leaks. His attitude is

deplorable.

NRA head Mr. Shunichi Tanaka said that the JAEA lacks a basic understanding of safety. Clearly the JAEA
has learned nothing from the Fukushima nuclear catastrophe, which was caused in part by lax

management.

The Monju reactor achieved criticality in April 1994 but was shut down in December 1995 due to a
sodium coolant leak and fire. Subsequently it was found that the operator tried to cover up the
seriousness of the accident. In May 2010, the reactor was restarted but it was halted again before reaching
full output because fuel-loading equipment fell into the reactor vessel that August. Nearly ¥1 trillion has
been spent on the Monju project. The reactor requires about ¥20 billion in funding annually even while

offline.
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In a nuclear fuel cycle, uranium and plutonium are extracted through the reprocessing of spent nuclear
fuel. A fast-breeder reactor uses plutonium as fuel and theoretically is capable of producing more
plutonium than it burns. But the reprocessing also produces highly radioactive waste and the vitrification
technology needed to safely store it has not been established. Other countries have abandoned their
nuclear fuel cycle projects because of high costs and technical difficulties. Because Monju is offline, the
power industry tried to use plutonium separated from spent nuclear fuel in ordinary light water reactors.
But this so-called pluthermal approach has hit a snag because of the Fukushima nuclear crisis.

Despite the enormous costs and problems involved in the nuclear fuel cycle project, Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe says he will push ahead with the project. He should heed the opinions of the NRA experts and
shut this dangerous reactor down.

The impact of closing Tsugara

May 17,2013 not online

EDITORIAL: Tsuruga should be model for breaking free of nuclear energy
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/views/editorial/A]201305170048

Keeping things as they are became practically impossible now that an expert panel has concluded that an
active fault line runs directly under the No. 2 reactor of the Tsuruga nuclear power plant in Fukui
Prefecture.

The panel is under the Nuclear Regulatory Authority, which was formed from a lesson of the March 2011
disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

“What else can we say, but it is fortunate that no accident has occurred until now,” a panel member said.
If the active fault moves and leads to a major accident, residents of Tsuruga city will be the first who will
have to escape. Lake Biwako, which supplies water to the Kansai region, is only 40 kilometers away.
Natural disasters strike without warning.

However, Tsuruga Mayor Kazuharu Kawase is opposing the panel’s conclusion, saying it is not final. Some
proponents of nuclear power generation in the local community say that if they can buy some time, the
administration of Shinzo Abe, which supports restarting idled nuclear reactors, will come to the rescue.
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The central government has been providing subsidies to local governments that host nuclear power
plants. Some people disparagingly say Tsuruga is putting up resistance for money.

Let’s stop and think. To aim at realizing a society that does not rely on nuclear energy, we need to
squarely address serious impacts that the decommissioning of nuclear reactors may have on local
communities that host them.

Tsuruga was once a thriving port city. But as the center of the economy shifted to Pacific coastal areas, it
accepted four nuclear reactors to serve as the main pillar of the local economy.

However, the Fugen prototype advanced thermal reactor is in the process of decommissioning. After the
Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, prospects for restarting the aging No. 1 reactor at the
Tsuruga plant remain dim.

There are also no prospects for restarting the Monju prototype fast-breeder reactor after revelations of
neglect in carrying out safety inspections. If the Tsuruga No. 2 reactor is also decommissioned, it is likely
that Tsuruga will have no workable nuclear reactor for the first time in 43 years.

The local economy that takes for granted the presence of nuclear power plants will be shaken from its
foundation. In particular, the impact on employment will be great. Of the approximately 68,000 people
who live in Tsuruga, about 5,000 work at nuclear power plants and related facilities. Another 5,000 are
also engaged in work such as the hotel industry, which is inseparable from nuclear power plants. When
their families are included, tens of thousands of people rely on nuclear power plants to earn a living.

The impact on municipal finance is also serious. In exchange for hosting nuclear power plants, Tsuruga
received a total of 50 billion yen ($489 million) in government subsidies. Including such revenues as fixed
property taxes on nuclear plants, one-fifth of the city’s budget is made up of nuclear industry-related
income. The government subsidies are also used to cover part of the medical costs of citizens and labor
costs of fire department employees.

While opposing the decision on the one hand, Tsuruga Mayor Kawase said, “Since it will take 30 to 40
years to decommission a nuclear reactor, a special company is needed for the process.”

“One option is to disseminate technology to secure nuclear safety to the world,” he also said. If such a shift
materializes, Tsuruga can be the model of a community that broke with nuclear power generation.
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Alocal government that accepted the national policy of promoting nuclear energy is trying to sever its
ties with nuclear power plants. How should the national government and power consumption centers
such as the Kansai region support such attempts?

With so many nuclear power facilities, Tsuruga has been dubbed the “Ginza of nuclear power plants.” It is
time we come up with the wisdom and various means of support to help Tsuruga cast off the nickname.

Opposition to nukes illegal?

May 24, 2013

Democratic rights or illegal squatting? Court holds first hearing on anti-

nuclear tents
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/0311disaster/fukushima/AJ201305240053

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Anti-nuclear activists blasted the government at the Tokyo District Court on May 23 in the first hearing
over the legality of protest tents set up on the grounds of the industry ministry.

The central government has sued the anti-nuclear protesters and demanded that the tents be removed,
saying they are illegally squatting on state-owned land. The government also said the tents, facing a
sidewalk and a crossing, are obstructing traffic and compromising the safety of pedestrians and motorists.
The defendants, however, argued during the hearing that installing the tents to express their opinions is a
legitimate exertion of their democratic rights.

“Our tents express nationwide anger,” one of the defendants, 70-year-old Taro Fuchigami, told the court
on May 23. “Somebody else would have erected the tents if we had not done so.”

The two sides are so divided over the issue that legal experts expect the case will reach the Supreme
Court.

If the district court sides with the government and includes a provision in its ruling allowing for an
injunction to be carried out before the decision becomes final and binding, the government could seek the
immediate removal of the tents.

However, the defendants would still have the right to request a suspension of that injunction.

“I'initially expected all this would last for only about a week,” said a 66-year-old man who helped install
the first tent, which has remained in place for 20 months now.

On Sept. 11, 2011, exactly six months after the Fukushima nuclear disaster was triggered by the Great
East Japan Earthquake and tsunami, protesters calling for an end to nuclear power in Japan formed a
“human chain” around the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry.

The 66-year-old man’s group set up a tent to provide a base for the protesters, some of whom had
traveled far to join the rallies, including women from Fukushima Prefecture who said the nuclear crisis
had devastated their lives. Two more tents were pitched soon after.
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In March 2012, weekly protests started outside the prime minister’s office, a short walk from the tent site.
The Friday night rallies reached a peak in the summer that year.

The man said his protest group initially rented the tents but later bought them.

“We owe what we are to the many encouragements and expectations we have received,” the man said.
He said his group applied for a land use permit with the industry ministry, but the request was rejected.
Two activists who represented the group during the application procedure were named in the lawsuit
filed by the government in March.

The decision to demand the removal of the tents came after the change of government in December.

“We have discussed taking legal measures, but have stopped short of making such a decision,” Yukio
Edano, who served as industry minister under the previous administration of the Democratic Party of
Japan, told a news conference in December.

By contrast, Toshimitsu Motegi, Edano’s successor, was hinting early on about taking a tough stand when
he assumed the post under the new administration of the Liberal Democratic Party.

“The squatting poses a serious question,” he said. “We are discussing how to deal with it.”

Japanese artist 281_Anti Nuke's posters

May 28, 2013

281_Anti Nuke’s anger at authority is at a critical mass

by Jon Mitchell

Special To The Japan Times
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2013/05/28/lifestyle/281_anti-nukes-anger-at-authority-is-at-a-
critical-mass/#.UaOqlthBpg4

More than two years after the triple reactor meltdowns at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant,
hundreds of thousands of residents of the Tohoku region of northeastern Honshu remain displaced, the
power station teeters on the brink of further disaster and large swaths of northern Japan are so irradiated
they’ll be uninhabitable for generations to come. But today in Tokyo, it is as though March 11, 2011, never
happened. The streets are packed with tourists and banners herald the city’s 2020 Olympic bid; the neon
lights are back on and all memories of post-meltdown power savings seem long forgotten.

Given this apparent mood of collective amnesia, the large poster on a wall near Shibuya Station comes as
a surprise. It shows a little girl wearing a long red dress stenciled with the words “3.11 is not over” —
nearby another poster depicts a Rising Sun flag seeping blood and the message “Japan kills Japanese.”
These posters — and dozens of others pasted around Tokyo — are the work of Japanese artist 281_Anti
Nuke. While the origins of his chosen name are murky, the way in which his subversively simple images
force passersby to stop — and think — has led to comparisons with British street artist Banksy. 281's
designs have also made him a target for Japan’s far right, who have branded him a dangerous criminal and
urged the public to help put a stop to his activities.

This degree of controversy has forced 281 to wrap his true identity in a veil of secrecy, but after a

convoluted series of negotiations, he finally agreed to his first newspaper interview. Throughout the
240


http://www.japantimes.co.jp/author/int-jon_mitchell/
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2013/05/28/lifestyle/281_anti-nukes-anger-at-authority-is-at-a-critical-mass/#.UaOqlthBpg4
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2013/05/28/lifestyle/281_anti-nukes-anger-at-authority-is-at-a-critical-mass/#.UaOqlthBpg4

meeting in a Shibuya coffee shop, 281 wore a cotton face mask and dark glasses; a disguise which helped
him blend in seamlessly among the capital’s fashion-conscious hay-fever sufferers.

“On March 11, 2011, [ was in Tokyo when the earthquake hit. I'd never experienced anything like that
before. It felt like a bad dream,” 281 explained in a soft-spoken voice belying the fury of his designs.

Like the other 13 million residents of Tokyo, he survived the initial quake unharmed, but the following
weeks triggered a seismic shift in his political outlook: “Before March 2011, I'd never been involved in
activism of any kind. I'd trusted the Japanese government. But then the cracks started appearing,” he said.

First there were the revelations that the government had concealed the meltdowns, followed by news
that they had hidden information regarding the dispersal of radiation. 281 came to the conclusion that
there was very little natural about this disaster: It had occurred as a result of ties between the Japanese
government and the nuclear power station’s operators, Tokyo Electric Power Co. (Tepco) — both of which
were now determined to keep the truth hidden from the public.

Three months after the meltdowns, 281's anger reached critical mass and he felt compelled to take action.
Despite having no background in art, he decided that the best way to spread awareness was to take his
message to the streets.

The first design he created was a three-eyed gas mask with two mouth pieces and the word “Pollution”
written below it. The image satirized the logo of Tepco, which was as recognizable to most Japanese
residents as the golden arches of McDonald’s or the Nike swoosh. 281 printed the gas mask onto 20-cm-
tall stickers then stuck them around central Tokyo — on abandoned buildings and construction-site
barricades. He avoided private property, but had few qualms targeting the city’s ubiquitous Tepco meter
boxes and electric transformer units.

Over the following months, 281 put up hundreds more posters and stickers to remind the public what, he
believed, the Japanese government and Tepco were conspiring to make people forget. His best-known
image depicts a little girl wearing a poncho and rubber galoshes; beneath her feet is the message, “I hate
rain,” punctuated with a triple-triangle radiation mark.

Since he first designed the image in September 2011, it has been spotted the length and breadth of Japan,
as well as in the United States and Europe. 281 understood the reason for its viral spread when he started
to receive tweets to his account at @281_: “The messages came from parents all over Japan. They told me
they could see their own children in those prints.”

The same child in the “I hate rain” sticker features in other 281 designs. In one, she plays on a swing as
radiation signs fall like snowflakes around her; in another, dressed in a swimsuit, she hugs an irradiated
life-ring. Like all of 281’s work, the power of these designs lies in their simplicity. The radiation expelled
by the twin meltdowns has tainted all aspects of children’s lives and cast doubts on the safety of everyday
activities that used to be taken for granted.

The repeated image of the young girl raises the question of whether 281 has children of his own. Initially,
he declined to answer; but after some gentle persuasion, he conceded he was a father. The girl of the
stickers, however, is not based upon his own children.

281's desire to protect details of his family is understandable. Notwithstanding the questionable legality
of posting his designs on public property, the risks were elevated in December 2012 when the tabloid,
Tokyo Sports, ran an article condemning his work.

Sparking the outcry was one of 281's posters depicting politician Shinzo Abe — then the leader of the
opposition but today the prime minister — with a radiation-emblazoned bandana over his face and the
message, “Don’t Trust.” The image was found by Tokyo Sports during national election season and the
paper accused 281 of initiating a smear campaign.
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The story set the Internet ablaze. On bulletin boards, Japan’s rightists demanded 281's immediate arrest
for interfering with the election. Such commentators seemed oblivious to 281's previous designs, which
had been equally critical of Abe’s rivals. One of his most scathing posters, for example, depicted then
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and Tsunehisa Katsumata, the former president of Tepco, locking tongues
in a deep French Kiss.

Despite the violence intimated by some of the online commentators, 281 was keen to downplay the
problem.

“Even if people hated the Abe poster, at least it created public debate. It went beyond just being a poster
and made people think about the issue of politicians’ roles in the nuclear disaster.” he said.

Asked whether he worried about his own personal safety, 281 gave a quiet laugh, “The only protection I
took was to buy myself a pair of sunglasses. I could begin to understand why Spiderman feels the need to
wear a mask.”

281 had meant the comment as a joke but there was more truth to the superhero comparison than this
modest man would ever admit. Science fiction is full of stories in which radiation transforms the destinies
of normal men. Following the catastrophic disaster at Fukushima, this mild-mannered father was forced
to take the law into his own hands to protect the life of his child — and the lives of children all over the
nation.

The analogy seemed justified by 281’s next comment. “The meltdowns showed us that the Japanese
government might not help us in the future. We need to save ourselves. Even after I die, it's important to
look after the next generation — and the generation beyond that.”

This sense of mission motivated 281's latest series of works, which target the three key problems he
believes Japan currently faces: the ongoing nuclear crisis, the rise in militarization and the planned entry
into the Trans-Pacific Partnership. One of his new designs depicts three images of Abe wrapped again in
bandanas — the first has the same nuclear symbol that sparked last year’s online outrage, the others,
military camouflage and the American flag.

Inevitably, works such as these will plunge 281 into the limelight once more. In addition, some of his
designs will move from the street to an art space in Tokyo for his first show next month. British
filmmaker, Adrian Storey has also just completed a documentary about his work titled “281_Anti Nuke.”

How this growing publicity will affect 281 on an artistic — not to mention personal level — remains to be
seen. But before he pulled his hood over his head and slipped back into the anonymity of Shibuya’s night-
time bustle, he renewed his promise to help protect his children and his country.

“Japan is at a changing point in its history. I want this country to find a better path. If we don’t give up,
then I'm confident we’ll succeed in changing it.”

Very special thanks to Erina Suto, without whom this article would have been impossible. A trailer for
Adrian Storey’s documentary can be seen at vimeo.com/65038166. For more of 281_Anti Nuke’s designs
and details of his upcoming show, visit: www.281antinuke.com.

Call to action (reactor no.4)

May 30, 2013

Call to action to UN Secretary General to prevent catastrophic high-level
radioactive waste fire at Fukushima Daiichi Unit 4
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http://www.beyondnuclear.org/japan/2013/4/30/call-to-action-to-un-secretary-general-to-prevent-
catastroph.html

April 30,2013

In July 2012, Enformable Nuclear News posted this photo, showing the significant change of appearance
going on at Fukushima Daiichi Unit 4, when TEPCO began removing large debris, such as destroyed walls,
from the Unit 4 reactor building, nearly 16 months after a hydrogen explosion severely damaged it. The
yellow vessel is the visible portion of the primary radiological containment structure surrounding the
reactor pressure vessel, which fortunately had been defueled and was not operational on March 11, 2011.
In August 2012, that lid was removed. The crane in the foreground sits atop the surface of the high-level
radioactive waste storage pool, shown in the photo covered by a metallic plate.In an open letter to the
United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, Japanese diplomat Akio Matsumura has renewed his
warnings about the risk of a catastrophic fire in the high-level radioactive waste storage pool at Japan's
ravaged Fukushima Daiichi Unit 4 atomic reactor (see photo, left).

What can you do?

Please take one or more of the following actions:

Contact Chairman Wyden's ENR Committee. Thank him for his courageous leadership on this issue, and
urge him to renew his efforts to persuade the Obama administration to deploy the full resources of the U.S.
government to prevent a catastrophe at Fukushima Daiichi Unit 4's high-level radioactive waste storage
pool.

Contact the White House, Chairwoman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission Allison Macfarlane,
Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz, Secretary of State John Kerry, and/or Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel,
urging them to support Chairman Wyden's call to action.

You can also contact your own U.S. Senators and U.S. Represenative, and urge them to support Chairman
Wyden's efforts. To phone your Members of Congress, you can get patched through via the Capitol
Switchboard: (202) 224-3121.

Background: Last year, Matsumura, working with the likes of former Japanese Ambassador to
Switzerland, Murata, brought this grave risk to the attention of not only the Japanese people, but the
world. Matsumura also called upon the U.S. government to take meaningful action, as the Japanese
government obviously will not.

It now appears very unlikely that Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO) will meet its own previous
deadline of late 2013 for restoring sufficient infrastructure at Unit 4 to support the weight of a crane
needed to lift 100-ton irradiated nuclear fuel waste transfer casks from the pool, several stories up in the
air, to the ground. As mentioned in Matsumura's letter to Ban Ki-moon, an ongoing crisis of radioactively
contaminated groundwater is distracting TEPCO's attention from such other priorities at the devastated
site.
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Predictions are that a magnitude 7.0 earthquake is likely to strike in northeast Japan in the next few
years. It is doubtful that the Unit 4 reactor building, so badly damaged by the explosion which hit it after
the earthquake and tsunami in March 2011, could withstand such a large jolt. Its high-level radioactive
waste storage pool still contains some 100-200 metric tons of irradiated nuclear fuel, which could catch
fire if its cooling water supply is suddenly drained away (or more slowly boils away, as due to a long-term
disruption to the electricity supply needed to power circulation pumps; shorter duration disruptions have
been a recurring problem at the site).

Robert Alvarez of Institute for Policy Studies has calculated that the Unit 4 pool contains more than 10
times the hazardous ra